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1   the  re-telling   of   the   gnuid   old  stories  of   tlie 

1  and  Conquests   of  the   Spaniards  in   the 

'3bl(  Ifiorid,    I    bave    hud    reconrHe    to   the    graphic 

^Smnitive  of  one  of  the  Canquurora,  Bcmal  Diaz ;  and 

^H^enevor    possible   I   have    allowed    the    bniTe   old 

^U^itMn  to  apealt  in  his  own  proper  pereon.      I  am 

also  indebted  to  the  elaborate  compilations  of  Presccitt, 

Wnahington     Irving,    and   occaaiimaUy    to    tbi^    noble 

Iirork  of  Mr.  Arthnr  Helps. 
r  Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  that  making  no  pretence  ti) 
originality,  the  object  of  my  labour  has  been,  so  to  re- 
arraugei  within  tbe  cnrapaas  of  one  comparatiyely  small 
book,  a  world-wide  stMy,  or  serie*  of  sturiea,  for  the 
more  tmdy  perusal  of  those  who  may  have  neither 

time   nor  inclination  to  study   the   before-mentioned 

Mt  workB.     At  the  aame  time,  upon  the  ])rincipl« 
"  &  qiade  a  (fpado,"  I  hare  endea^'oured  ap  h 


ant  forth  the  aote  and.  motived  of  tlie  Couquet'orfi,  thai 
my  young  readers  ma;  not  mistake  the  brigundage  si 
a,  few  (illibuatere  for  the  glorious  heroism  of  those  whfl 
figlit  in  a  just  cause.  But  even  in  crime  thore  art 
degrees, — thus  it  will  be  seen  how,  for  the  gretiter  part 
in  words  and  deeds,  Hernando  C'ortoe  towers  high  above 
his  imitator,  Francisco  Pizarro. 

WILLIAM  DALTOB 


London,  .Vntmber,  IB61. 
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AltE  A  GREAT  ADUIRAL. 


Spadi  is  cdebraW  for  the  number  wid  antiquity  of  its 
nJigioua  houBes;  bnt  within  a  few  leagucB  of  the  sea- 
port of  Palos,  in  Andalusia,  there  yet  remainB  one — 
the  Fntnciacan  monastery  of  Santa  Maria  de  Babida — 
which  in  historic  interest  exce^  them  all.  It  in  not 
handsome,  in  an  architectural  sense;  for  it  ia  a  low, 
straggliiig  bnilding,  with  whitewashed  walls.  Ite  situa- 
tion is  bleak  and  dreary,  being  perched  upon  the  brow 
of  a  rocky  hill ;  to  the  east  is  a  great  foreat  of  pine  trees, 
which  darkeii  tbe  entire  landscape;  still,  as  towards 
the  west  it  overlooks  a  wide  range  of  gea,  it  Herres  the 
niuriner  as  u  lieacoit.  To  the  student  of  history  it  is  a 
tiiue  mark, — a  memento  of  an  eijoch  in  the  progress  of 
knowledge.  Once  a  prior  of  tliut  monastery,  out  of  the 
overflowing  of  his  warm  heartedncm  and  the  ftillneas 
of  hia  int«lligence,  volunteered  a  service  to  a  weury 
traveller,  the  migh^  consequences  of  which  have  no 
poniUcl  ill  history.  The  name  of  the  good  ^tis*!.  -«»>& 
^awi  Perez  de  Marchcnti. 


MAKIliEB  BECAUE  A  OHEAT  ADUBAL. 


One  day,  about  three  hundred  and  seventy  years 
ago,  us  the  prior  VBS  passing  through  the  porch, 
\m  atteutjon  was  called  to  two  strangers,  ■wayworn 
luid  weaiieil,  whom  the  porter  was  regaling  witli 
bread  and  water.  They  were  no  orilinaTy  mendi- 
cants, for  Buch  callers  were  too  fi-equcnt  to  have 
turned  aside  the  prior  from  his  meditations.  One 
was  a  little  boy,  the  other  a  tall,  powerfully-framed 
maD,  with  fair,  freckled  skin,  bright  gray  eyes,  hoii-  of 
snowy  whiteness ;  but  although  his  apparel  was  of  tlie 

I  humblest,  if  not  the  shabbiest  description,  and  hia  age 
must  luive  been  at  least  fifty-five,  his  demeanour  was 
so  commanding,  and  altogether  remarkable,  that  the 
prior,  who,  from  hia  accent,  conld  tell  that  he  was  s 
ibt«!gner,  entei^  into  conversation  with  him.     Mar- 
.<dieua  had  aoaa  gathered  the  outlines  of  the  wayfarer's 
iMoty.     He  was  one  who  had  offered  a  new  world  to 
Ikings  and  states — a  man  whose  heart  and  brain  were 
Worsting  with  the  fullness  of  nn  idea  that  conrtiei-s  had 
deemed  folly,  if  not  mildness.     After  years  of  deferred^ 
hope  and  profitless  negotiations,  he  was,  at  the  time  he    ' 
begged  bread  and  water  at  the  monastery  door,  on  hb 
WHy  to  a  neighbouring  town,  to  seek  his  brother-in-law, 
t  with  whom  he  intended  leaving  his  son,  while  he  placed 
Pbefbrv  th«  French  king  those  plans  which  the  sotc- 
Bietgns  of  Spain   and  Portugal  had  refusLHl  to  adopt. 
L}Teed  I  tell  yoti — that  man  was  Columbus! — To  under- 
id,  however,  how  those  mighty  plana  took  root  and 
R'became  develop<^d  in  his  Lrain,  and  how  that  the  good 
I  prior  should  ha\-e  become  no  deeply  interested  in  them, 
1  we  must  go  buck  eome  seventy-seven  ycara  anterior  to 
gjhe  day  wheu  the  subseiiuently  great  admiral  and  dis- 
VF  aoufiht  bread  and  water  at  tlie  monastev^. 


EARLY  OEOaKAPHICAI.  KKOWLSDGE. 

KJi)  the  jcDT  1415,  King  Jolui  of  Portugfd,  hciviug 
driven  the  Moon  from  hia  dominions,  pureued  them  to 
the  shores  of  Afiiou,  and  making  the  conquest  of  Ceuta 
and  other  places,  be  returned  to  Portugal,  leaving  the 
■abjagatt<d  towns  tinder  the  government  of  Prince 
Henry,  hia  sou,  who,  it  i»  worth  noting,  was  also  the 
nephew  of  Henry  the  Fourth  of  England.  Fortunately 
for  fiitiuv  ages,  the  young  prince  whs  not  only  a  brave 
knight,  but  an  accomplished  scholar — that  is,  he  was 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  learning  of  the  pcrioi],  but 
especially  in  geographical  knowledge  and  navigation. 
Of  these  important  sciences,  however,  there  was  little 
known  theoretically,  and  that  only  by  thoso  who  could 
giuu  access  to  such  eminent  writers  aei  Pliay,  Pompo- 
niuB  Mela,  and  Strabo.  Yea,  there  mu  one  otlierwurk 
tnuoh  Htudied  by  those  who  denired  to  fUtliom  the  won- 
ders of  the  oceftu :  it  bad  recently  been  translated  &om 
the  original  into  iAtin, — it  wa8  the  geography  of 
Ptolemy,  the  Egyptian,  who  died  in  the  middlo  of  the 
second  centuiy  of  the  Christian  era.  But  even  these 
works,  although  of  value  aB  inoeutivea  to  the  discovery 
of  further  knowledge,  were  marvellously  incorrect.  Tlio 
extent  to  which  geography  was  practically  known  may 
be  inferred  from  the  following  graphic  picture  by  Irvijig : 
"  The  navigation  of  the  Atlantic  was  yet  in  its 
iufuicy.  Mariners  looked  with  distrust  upon  a  boister- 
ous expanse,  which  ap|ieared  to  have  no  op|joaitfl 
shore,  aud  feared  to  ventun!  out  of  sight  of  the  land- 
marks. Every  bold  headland  and  far-streteliing  pro- 
montory was  a  wiU  to  bar  tbeir  progress.  They  crept 
timorously  along  the  Barbary  shores,  and  tliought  they 
had  accomplished  a  wonderfid  expoditiou  wViBst.  ^^>^^^ 
H^lkd  ventured  a  few  degrees  Wjott^ 'Ooja  %\;i»3i&4S^^H 
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raltar.  Cape  Non  was  long  the  limit  of  their  danng; 
they  hesitated  to  double  its  rocky  point,  beaten  hy 
winds  and  vaves,  and  threatening  to  thrust  them  forth 
apon  the  raging  deep. 

"  Independent  of  these  vague  fears,  they  had  others 
sanctioned  by  philosophy  itself.  They  still  thought 
that  the  earth  at  the  eqitator  was  girdled  by  a  torrid 
zone,  over  which  the  aun  held  his  vertical  and  fieiy 
course,  separating  the  hemi.iphei-ea  by  a  region  of  inipae- 
aive  heat  Thoy  fancied  Cape  Bogador  the  utmost 
boundary  of  aeeure  entiTpriae,  and  had  a  superstitious 
belief  that  whoever  doubled  it  would  never  return. 
They  looked  with  dismay  upon  the  rapid  onrrente  of 
its  neighbourhood,  and  the  furious  surf  which  beats 
upon  ita  arid  coast  They  imagined  that  beyond  it  lay 
tiie  frightful  region  of  the  torrid  Kone,  scorched  by  a 
blazing  sun, — a  r^ion  of  fire,  where  the  very  wavea 
which  beat  upon  the  shores  boiled  under  the  intnlerable  , 
fervour  of  the  heavens." 

Such  were  the  terrors  t!iat  Prince  Henry  had  to 
combat.  This  he  effected  by  establishing  a  naval  semi- 
nary, wherein  all  that  was  then  known  of  navigation, 
geogmphy,  and  HHtronomy,  was  taught.  The  new 
school  uded  progress;  maps  were  improved,  the  com- 
pass came  into  use,  and  bringing  to  bear  the  iuforma- 
tion  which  he  had  gathered  from  the  Mfwrs  while  in 
A&ica,  the  prince  so  schooled  and  stimulated  his 
fiitilei's  subjects  that  even  during  bis  lifetime  the  ' 
Portugnese  became  celebrated  all  over  Europe  for  their 
daring  and  enterprise;  aud  with  justice,  for  they  had 
doubled  that  dreaded  Cape  Bogador,  beyond  which  it 
had  been  aa3erte<l  there  were  no  people,  no  water, 
aoginsa — the  sen  so  shallow  and  tlie  currents  so  fierce 
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VASCO  DK  GAUA. 


Lt  ships  h&ving  once  passed  tbe  Cape  would  never 
Tetom;  penetrated  into  the  region  of  tbe  tropics,  and 
explored  the  greater  part  of  tbe  African  coast,  from 
C*pe  Blanco  to  Cape  de  Verde,  and  discovered  the 
Cape  de  Verde  and  Asore  Islands. 

The  great  Btimulus,  however,  to  discovery  was  doubt- 
less a  desire  to  find  oat  a  highway  to  the  Eiut — to 
those  Indies  of  which  such  wonderful  stories  bad  bovn 
told  by  Marco  Polo  and  other  ti&veUers — those  mighty 
empiivfl  of  Cathay  and  Zipaogu  (China  and  Japan), 
whose  houses,  it  bad  been  said,  were  roofed  with 
shining  gold,  and  whose  cities  were  teeming  with  un- 
bounded wealth  in  prcdous  metals,  Jewels,  rich  silks, 
and  \-itluable  spicea. 

The  whole  of  tbe  lucmtivu  commerce  with  India  was 
at  that  time  in  the  bauds  of  the  Ilaliuns,  itnd  the 
greater  portion  of  the  mercliondize  was  conveyed  by 
the  Red  Sea,  thence  on  the  backs  of  camels  to  tbe  banks 
of  the  Nile,  and  then  transpurt(>d  to  Egypt,  to  meet  the 
Italian  merchants. 

us,  you  see,  there  was  a.  great  motive  to  discover 
road  direct  to  these  rich  countries,  but  especiaUy 
the  Portuguese ;  for  the  Pope  had  very  liberally 
grmnted  their  king  suvereign  authority  over  all  the 
lands  his  people  might  discover  in  the  Atlantic.  Prince 
Henry  was  impivased,  perhajw,  in  a  greater  d<^ree  than 
any  man  of  his  age  with  a  desire  to  find  this  passage; 
and  although  it  was  not  tuitil  many  years  aft«r  hie 
doath  that  Vasco  de  Gama  discovered  the  route  to 
India  by  the  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  he  lived 
long  enough  to  witness  his  native  country  rise,  by  his 
own  mmnsj  from  one  of  the  least  to  one  of  the  most 
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important  among  nations.  Indeed,  loug  before  liia 
deatli,  the  Portuguese  had  become  so  famous  for  tlieir 
entcipriue  and  discoveries,  that  their  ca]ntal  becttme 
the  rendezvous  for  the  learned,  the  curious,  and  the 
adventurous,  from  all  countries.  It  ia  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  therefore,  that,  about  the  year  1470,  so 
enterprising  and  able  a  navigator  as  the  Genoese  Chris- 
topher Columbus  ehould  find  his  way  to  Lisbon. 

Thei-e  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  visit  formed  an 
«pocli  in  the  life  of  this  great  man;  for  after  a  short 
time  he  married  the  daughter  of  Pestrello  (then 
but  who  had  been  the  most  able  and  expei 
Prince  Henry's  navigators :  thus  he 
seasioiL  of  all  the  old  sailor's  charts,  papera,  j( 
and  memorandn.  Again  he  obtained  employment  in 
the  navy,  and  made  many  voyages  to  the  coast  of 
Guinea;  never,  you  may  depend,  either  going  or  retum- 
iug  without  adding  to  his  store  of  maritime  knowledge. 
,  "  Necessity,"  it  is  said,  "  is  the  mother  of  invention ;" 
but  certiun  it  is  that  poverty  is  most  frequently  the 
parent  of  great  successes.  Thus  Columbus,  not  realis- 
ing a  sufficient  income  by  his  occasional  voyages,  and. 
findiug  it  necessaiy,  not  only  to  support  hb  immediate 
&mily,  but  also  to  contribute  the  means  for  the  enpport 
of  his  aged  father  and  the  education  of  some  younger 
brothers  in  Genoa,  set  munfully  to  work  at  the  new,  or 
rather  then  all-absorbing  science  of  map-making. 

How,  the  construction  of  a  map  required  an  amount 

of  geographioal  knowledge  rarely  to  be  found  in  tbocra 

rill,  SO  aucoestsfiil  was  Columbus  in  the  art. 
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and  leiirned  foreigners,  whose  correepondenee  heljted 
liiu  ill  his  Etudies;  for  it  must  be  remembered  that 
whether  at  home  ccirre£p>ii'cling  with  his  scientitic 
friends,  listeoiug  to  the  t&lea  of  iBiagiaary  or  real  dis- 
coveries of  recently  returned  marinere,  or  voyaging 
bimself,  every  atom  of  infortnation  bearing  upon  the 
science  which  then  abeorbed  his  attention  was  care- 
fully garnered  up^ 

The  elements  of  a  theory  were  gathering  togetlier  in 
his  mind,  and  even  chance  seemed  to  aid  him  at  every 
8t«ri.  Thus  his  wife  inherited  a  property  upon  the 
recently  discovered  island  of  Porto  SauUh  To  this 
Atlantic  isle  lie  removed.  It  was  the  isle  from  which 
Sladeira  had  been  first  discovered;  from  its  shores  he' 
cotitd  meditatively  gue  upon  tbe  boundless  expanse  of 
waters,  and  ponder  upon  that  great  continent  which 
for  mure  than  a  oentiiry  had  been  believed  esisted  to 
the  weal.  Constantly  comparing  maps  and  ehart<j,  the 
Bliidy  of  the  old  gec^pBphers,  conversations  with  sailors 
who  had  taken  part  in  the  recent  discoveries,  corre- 
spondence with  the  eminent  men  I  have  before  men- 
tioned, and  observations  made  by  himself  during  his 
voyages  to  Guinea,  all  told  him  that  much  of  the  world 
reuioinvd  nnknown,  and,  moreover,  strengthened  his 
lirlicf  in  t)ie  existence  of  a  certuln  region  to  the  west 
of  those  mighty  waters. 

But  the  chief  motive-spring  to  discovery  and  the 
study  of  geographical  science  waa  the  longing  for  a 
Dew  route  to  India.  Prince  Heury,  u[iun  his  denth- 
lied,  had  charged  his  counti^men  to  jwi'severc  in  their 
efforts  Ui  find  out  that  route,  for  it  would  bring  them 
to  lands  of  iabulous  riches;   moreover,  the  Pope  1 
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important  among  nations.  Indeed,  long  before  biHt 
death,  the  Portuguese  had  become  eo  famoua  far  their 
enterprise  and  discoverieB,  that  their  capital  became 
the  rendeKVOva  for  the  learned,  the  curious,  and  the 
adventurous,  from  &tl  couotries.  It  is  not  to  ba 
wondered  at,  therefore,  tLat,  about  the  year  1470,(0  ' 
eDterprising  and  able  a  navigator  aa  the  Genoe8e  Chris- 
topher Columbus  should  find  his  way  to  Lisbon. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  visit  formed  an 
epoch  in  the  life  of  this  great  man;  for  after  a  short 
time  he  nmiried  the  daughter  of  Pestrello  (then  dead), 
bnt  who  had  been  the  moat  able  and  experienced  of 
Prince  Henry's  navigators :  thus  he  came  iato  po*- 
sea^on  of  all  the  old  sailor's  charts,  papera,  Joamals, 
and  memoranda,  Ag^n  he  obtained  employment  in 
the  navy,  and  made  many  voyages  to  the  coast  of 
Ctuinea;  never,  you  may  depend,  either  going  or  i-etrnm- 
ing  without  adJing  to  his  store  of  maritime  knowledge. 
"  Neoeaatty,"  it  is  said,  "  is  the  mother  of  invention;" 
but  certain  it  is  that  poverty  ia  most  frequently  the 
parent  of  great  successes  Thus  Columbus,  not  rcalic- 
ing  a  Bofficient  inoome  by  hb  occasional  voyages,  and 
finding  it  neceasaiy,  not  only  to  support  his  immediate 
fiunily,  but  also  to  contribute  the  means  for  the  sapport 
of  bis  aged  bther  and  the  education  of  some  younger 
brothers  in  (rcnoa,  set  mnn^lly  to  work  at  the  new,  or 
nther  then  all-absorbing  science  of  map-making. 

Now,  the  comttruction  of  a  map  required  an  amount 

,   of  geograplucal  knowledge  mrely  to  bo  found  in  those 

tlays.     Still,  so  successful  wan  Columbus  in  the  art, 

that  it  not  only  made  him  distinguished  among  the 

Portuguese,  but  gnincid  him  the  frieadship  of  eminent 


t  learned  foreigners,  whose  correspondonce  heti>eJ 
him  in  his  Btndieaj  for  it  muHt  be  remembered  tbat 
whetlier  at  hoioe  corresponding  with  bia  Bcientilic 
friends,  listening  to  the  tales  of  iitiagiaary  or  real  dis- 
coveries of  recently  retiimed  mariners,  or  voyaging 
himself,  every  atom  of  information  bearing  upon  the 
■cieuce  which  then  absorbed  liis  attention  vm  care- 
fully garnered  up. 

The  elements  of  a  theory  were  gathering  together  in 
his  mind,  and  even  chance  seemed  to  aid  him  at  every 
at«pi.  Thus  his  wife  inherited  a  property  upon  the 
recently  discovered  island  of  Porto  Santo.  To  this 
Atlaotic  isle  he  removed.  It  was  the  isle  fi-om  which 
MoiltdrH  had  been  first  discovered ;  from  its  shores  he' 
could  meditatively  gaze  upon  the  boundless  expanse  of 
Waters,  and  ponder  upon  that  great  continent  which 
fur  more  than  a  century  had  been  believed  existed  to 
tbo  wesL  Constantly  comjmring  maps  and  charts,  the 
study  of  Hut  old  geographers,  conversations  with  sailors 
who  had  iakea  part  in  the  recent  discoveries,  corre- 
spondence with  the  eminent  men  I  have  befoi*  men- 
tioned, and  observations  mnde  by  himself  daring  his 
voyages  to  Guinea,  all  told  him  tliat  much  of  the  world 
remained  unknown,  and,  moreover,  strengthened  his 
belief  in  the  existence  of  a  certain  region  to  the  west 
of  those  mighty  waters. 

fint  the  chief  motive-spring  to  discoveiy  and  the 
study  of  geugni]>hical  science  was  the  longing  for  a 
new  rnuta  t«  India.  Prince  Henry,  u])on  his  death- 
In-d,  had  charged  his  coimtrymen  to  persevere  in  their 
^flbrta  to  find  out  tliat  route,  for  it  would  bring  them 
to  laud*  of  hbuloos  riches;  tuoreover,  the  Pope  had 
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granted  all  countries  they  might  discover,  under  tlie 
plea  that  the  wealth  of  the  heathen  was  the  fair  prey 
of  all  Christians.  Thus  stimulated,  the  world  was 
mad  to  make  the  discovery.  The  motive-spring  of 
Christopher  Colambus  was  gold,  fame,  and  high  rank, 
tinctured  with  the  superstition  of  his  age,  that  heaven 
would  sanction  any  means,  however  cruel,  which  would 
bring  converts  to  the  Church  of  Rome.  Tlie  riches  of 
those  countries  of  which  Marco  P(»lo  had  told  such 
wonderful  stories  would  be  the  fair  spoil  of  the  Chris- 
tian conqueror — such,  undoubtedly,  was  the  belief,  and 
such  the  leading  motives  of  Christopher  Columbus. 

But  where,  upon  the  great  ocean,  were  those  rich 
Indies  to  be  foimd?  Several  incidents  pointed  to  the 
West ;  at  least  so  thought  Columbus,  whose  mind  could 
alone  dwell  upon  these  mines  of  wealth.  One  mariner 
had  taken  from  the  water,  about  four  hundred  and 
fifly  leagues  to  the  west  of  Cape  St  Vincent,  a  piece 
of  carved  wood,  which  evidently  had  not  been  laboured 
at  with  an  iron  instrumont,  and  as  tlie  winds  had 
drifted  it  from  the  west,  it  was  a  fair  conclusion  that 
it  had  come  from  some  unknown  laud  in  that  direc^ 
tion.  A  similar  piece  had  been  found  by  the  brother- 
in-law  of  Columbus  on  the  shores  of  Porto  Santo. 
Again,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Azores  had  declared  that 
not  only  had  the  trunks  of  huge  pine  trees,  of  a  kind 
that  did  not  grow  upon  any  of  the  islands,  been  wafted 
to  their  shores  by  the  westerly  winds,  but  also  the 
bodies  of  two  dead  men,  whose  features  differed  from 
those  of  any  known  race  of  people.  Thinking  u\yon 
these  incidents  in  combination,  Columbus  came  to  the 
following  conclusions,  namely : — That  there  was  land 


ewp.it;  that  it  WKB  attainable ;  thnt  it  was  fertile, 
inliabited,  and,  if  not  civilieed,  upon  tlte  borders  of  a 
great  civilization;  in  fact,  tlmt  it  was  the  outpoRta  of 
those  wondei-ful  countriw  of  Cathay  and  Zipangii,  the 
key  to  the  golden  Indies.  And  iu  all  this  he  was  the 
more  thoroHglily  confirmed  by  a  letter  ho  received fi-om 
the  learDod  Panio  Toscanelli  of  Florence,  raEuntuning 
the  &cility  of  arriving  at  India  by  a  western  course, 
aud  araerting  the  distance  to  be  four  thoui^nd  milea  in 
a  direct  line  from  Lisbon  bo  the  province  of  Mong^, 
near  Cathay, 

Thia  conviction  had  l>een  arrived  at  by  s  slow  and 
steady  pn>oeSB:  it  was  the  result  of  ej[|)erience,  deep 
tliought,  and  study;  aiid  the  more  he  pondored,  the 
dialler  it  iHuk  in  hia  mind,  and  the  firmer  he  believed 
in  il8  truth.  It  was  henceforth  to  be  the  businewi  of 
his  life.  The  whole  man  swelled  with  grandeur;  hufelt 
himself  jwseesed  of  vast  c«pabilitiog ;  he  bod  found  the 
clue  to  the  gnuidest  discovery  since  the  crentiun;  he 
beliered  he  could  present  the  wealth  and  sovereignty 
of  vast  empires  to  any  European  monarch  who  woold 
enable  him  to  fit  out  an  expi-dition ;  and  to  the  Church, 
of  whioh  he  was  a  devout  niember,  he  could  give 
milliona  of  souls.  This  was  building  Chateaiux  en 
Kfpityne  with  a  vengeance;  so,  doubtlessly,  thought  all 
f-f  those  with  whom  he  was  in  frequent  comrounica.tiun. 
I  (xa  imngine  the  pity  that  many  of  the  good  people, 
his  contemporaries,  had  for  the  crazed  schemer  who 
walked  about,  like  another  "  Atlas,"  with  a  new  world 
in  Ilia  head.  But  nevertheless,  the  Genoese  was  fit  to 
be  a  leader,  ■  t««cher  of  men.  There  was  something 
■imoei  (Unneia  kis  finn  and  evitlmit  uouvictittn  tkat 
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lad  been  seat  upon  earth  for  the  carrying  out  of  a 

I  great  mission,  and  the  loftiness  of  soul  with  which  he 

[  treat«d  with  monai-chs.     He  felt  himself  &  sovereign  ot 

f  men— as  one,  in  fact,  who  had  at  hia  disposal  a   new 

world;  and  thus  he  negotiated  with  kings  as  if  with 

equals. 

But  years  were  to  elapse  before  Columbus  was  to 
■tart  upon  the  waters  in  search  of  new  empires.  In 
that  period  there  is  a  lesson  to  mankind — one  of 
especial  importance  to  the  young,  "Let  those,"  says 
the  amiable  Washington  Ii-ving,  "  who  are  disposed  to 
&iDt  under  difficulties  in  the  prosecution  of  any  worthy 
undertaking,  remember  that  eighteen  yeara  elapsed 
after  the  time  that  Columbus  conceived  his  enterprise, 
before  he  was  enabled  to  carry  it  into  effect ;  that  the 
greater  part  of  that  time  was  passed  in  almost  hopeless 
Boticitation,  amidst  poverty,  neglect,  and  taunting  ridi- 
cule; that  the  prime  of  bis  life  had  wasted  away  in  % 
struggle;  and  that  when  hia  perseverance  was  finally 
crowned  with  success,  he  was  about  his  fifty-sixth  year. 
His  example  should  enconi-oge  the  enterprising  never 
to  despair." 

The  history  of  those  yeara  of  deferred  hope  may  be 
briefly  related : — Columbus,  it  is  supposed,  made  his 
offer  first  to  the  chiefs  of  his  native  city,  Genoa:  by  ; 
them  he  was  rejecterl  with  contempt.  He  then  carried 
hia  plans  to  the  King  of  Portugal.  That  sovet-eign 
ordered  them  to  be  examined,  that  examination  proving 
to  be  satisfactory,  and  the  royal  Jeny  Bueak  fearing  tn 
pay  the  price  demanded  by  the  Genoese,  secretly  b 
out  one  of  his  ships.  Fortunately,  however,  the  pi 
seemed  useless  witliout   the  head  that  liad  deri 


;   for  the  pilot  of  the  sDMik  ship  i 

r  night  of  land  than,  unsblc  to  direct  t 

t  hia  coui-se,  and  with  difficulty  returned  to  the 

A   fool's  failure    caused  the  king   to  regard 

"Columbus  &s  mad-  so  the  cmzed  schemer,  viping  tlie 

duet  of  Portugal  from  his  shoes,  sought  the  court  of 

SjHUD.     This  country  was  then  under  the  rule  of  the 

i«lDtly  reigning  sovereigiia,  Ferdinand  and  Isabella, 

I   then    greatest    princes    in    Europe;    but    these 

tonarchs,  although   deeply  auiirius  to  emulal*  the 

Titime  aehievementa   of   Portugal,  were  so  deeply 

their  wars  with  the  Moors,  and  the  con- 

Mt  of  Granada,  that  beyond  referring  Columbus  and 

I  Bchemes  to  a  board  of  ministu^,  they  would  do 

•e  thou  make  pi-omiscs.     Tiya  years  were 

18  waated  in  dancing  attendance  upon  a  court  that 

i  than  half  believed  in,  and  longed  to  gntsp  the 

lomiacd  wealth  and   empire,  yet  dreaded  the  coat; 

^t  length  the  grtttt  man,  wearied,  disgusted  with  the 

Kttinued   delay,  resolred   to  <^uit    Spain   and    seek 

!,  before  whoee  sovereign  he  would  lay  his  plana 

1  proposals.     Fortunately  there  was  oue  patriotic 

1  Spain,  who  feared  that  his  country  would  loss 

e  promised  empire;  and  iti  all  probability  he  was  the 

ins  of  s«iiring  the  sovereignty  and  wealth 

t  Uie  New  World  to  Spain.     Tliat  man  was  the  prior 

f  the  PiSinciscan  convent  in  Andalusia,  Juan  Perez 

lie  Marchcna,  he  who  had   been  so  stricken  by  tho 

appearance  of  the  wanderer  who  had  craved  a  crust  of 

^^veod  and  a  fiagon  of  water,  to  help  him  on  his  way 

Bjhom  Spain. 

^K  The  Prior  Marchena  was  iar  beyond  the  priesthood 
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of  his  age  in  intelligence  and  libei'alityj  moreover,  he 
was  deeply  inUnrtistcd  iu  all  tliat  c«ucerned  maritima 
enterjirise;  Cor  he  was  a  coustunt  visitor  to  Palr>» 
at  that  time  an  important  seaitort,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  HQveral  of  the  mariners  who  had  mad* 
frequent  voyages  to  the  newly  discovered  country  upon 
the  coast  of  Afriea..  Thus,  when  he  had  listened  to 
the  grand  pUna  of  bis  guest,  he  became  ao  astounded 
At  their  uugnifioeuce,  and  believed  so  well  in  their 
feasibility,  thiit  he  nhuddered  at  the  notion  of  their 
iHing  oflered  to  the  Kiug  of  France.  He  had  been 
Oonfossor  to  Queen  Isabella,  who  still  entei-tained  a 
great  respect  for  the  holy  man;  therefore  Columbut- 
abould  not  take  his  plans  to  France — at  least  not 
■without  another  hearing  from  the  great  queen ;  before^ , 
however,  setting  out  for  the  court,  he  would  take  tbo 
opinions  of  wiser  men  than  himself  ujxin  matters  ot, 
navigation.  These  were  Garcia  Fernandez,  a  physician, 
and  Martin  Alonzo  Pimson,  the  head  of  a  family  of. 
wealth  and  experience,  navigatora  of  Falos,  famous  for 
their  maritime  enterpriaoe. 

The  good  friar  had  believed  iu  the  stranger's  Baheme% , 
and  hia  soul  was  filled  with  a  holy  joy  as  his  fond  . 
im^nation  pictured  the  milllous  of  heatheu  who  were 
to  be  brought  over  to  the  fold  of  Christ;  still  he  had 
inodeaily  deferred  to  Aloiizo  Piuzon ;  but  when, 
after  having  brought  the  latter  in  communication  wit& 
Oolumbna,  he  found  the  Palos  mariner  not  only  bad 
full  &itlt  in  the  plans  of  ColiimbuH,  but  readily  offered 
to  engage  in  them  in  purse,  jieraou,  and  inflnence,  hta 
belief  became  confirmed,  and  he  enthusiastically  begged 
Columbus  to  remain  hia  guest  at  the  convent  until  he 
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had  written  a  letter  to  the  queen,  and  obtained  a 

Ciilurabus  consented ;  the  friar  forwnnled  bia  letter 
to  the  great  queen,  who,  to  the  joy  of  all  the  anxious 
expectuDts  at  the  convent,  §ent  a  reply,  thankiug 
Lim  for  his  timely  servicefi,  and  requesting  him  to 
couie  itunieillAtely  to  Banta  F^,  leaving  Culuiiibus 
lieLiiid,  in  confident  hope  that  he  shouli]  spvedity 
hear  from  her.  Full  of  joy  at  this  gracious  answer, 
the  friar  aaddk'd  his  mule,  and  at  midnight  privately 
set  out  for  the  court.  The  result  of  hia  iuten-iew  with 
Queen  Isabella  was  a  royal  command  for  Columbus  to 
repair  again  to  court,  where,  after  much  further  nego- 
tiation And  delay,  be  prevailed,  and  articles  were 
signed  whereby  it  was  agreed  that  Columbus  should 
receive  tlie  hereditary  titles  of  admiral  and  viceroy  in 
all  tlio  seas,  hinds,  and  itilandfi  he  should  discover* 
He  was,  moreover,  to  be  entitled  to  reserve  for  himself 
one-tenth  of  all  the  treasures  he  might  find,  and  then, 
and  at  all  times,  oonlributc  an  lughth  jiart  of  the  ex]iense 
in  fitting  out  vessels  tu  mil  in  this  eutequise,  and 
receive  an  eighth  ytat  of  tlie  profite, 

This  latter  stipuUiliuri  he  was  enabled  to  cany  out 
by  means  of  the  (Har's  friend,  Alouai  Kubod,  who,  in 
a<ldition  tu  fumishiug  the  money  hinisulf,  also  added  « 
third  to  tbe  two  tssscIs  supplied  by  the  govenunent. 
Thus,  after  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  cliiefiy  by  the 
means  of  a  simple  ftua  and  an  obscure  mariuer  of 
I'atos,  wiui  Oolumbns  enableil  to  perform  that  voyage 
which  gnvu  to  his  patrons,  Ferdinand  and  iHubella,  the 
nnvereignty  aud  weulth  of  a  new  world,  and  made  bia 
mortal. 


I 
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But  the  stoiy  of  that  voyage,  how  oftea  has  it  been 
toldl  What  a  lesson  of  undying  faith  in  the  ultimatfl 
(tuceeaa  of  long  and  well- matured  plans,  of  steady  re- 
Holve,  unflinching  perseverauce  against  all  odds  and 
difficulties!  Truly  it  would  seem  that  this  great  man 
had,  as  he  believed,  a  special  mission  for  the  wort 
First,  there  were  the  three  ships  to  be  fitted  out  and 
mftDned.  Prejudice,  superstition,  ignorance,  all  stored 
liim  in  the  face.  Even  in  the  maritime  town  of  Paloe 
men  were  not  found  forthcoming.  The  government 
interfered,  commanded  the  people  to  join  in  the  expe- 
dition; all  criminal  prooeasea  were  to  be  suspended 
against  the  persona  or  properties  of  men  who  wonld 
join;  but  the  ships  and  crew  for  such  a  desperate 
aervice  were  regarded  in  the  light  of  aacrificea.  The 
voyage  across  the  Atlantic  is  now  a  holiday  trip,  and 
such  an  every-day  occurrence  that  my  young  reader* 
will  find  some  dii&culty  in  imagining  a  time  when  tha 
boldest  seaman  shrank  from  venturing  into  the  path' 
leas  tracks  of  an  ocean  about  which  all  kinda  of  fright- 
ful fables  were  told. 

At  length,  however,  a  auflicient  number  of  the  ftd- 
▼enturona  and  the  desperate  were  collected,  and  the 
Arte  8hi|»  being  ready  for  sea,  Columbus  and  his  men 
^rtook  of  the  sacrament  of  the  communion,  and,  amid 
■  "  ,  groans,  and  tears  of  the  people  of  Palos,  the 
admiral  and  his  hundred  and  nineteen  companions  set 
sail  upon  Friday,  the  3d  of  August,  1492,  for  where 
none  knew — all  dreaded.  Never  before  or  since  has 
so  desponding  a  band  of  mariners  set  forth  from  tha 
'diores  of  any  land. 

There  wan  but  one  man  who  kept  undimmed  tha 
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lUmc  of  hope  within  hia  heart  It  may  be  said  that 
tliat  single  man  diacovei-ed  the  New  World.  But  lop 
hia  courage,  detenu! nation,  and  superior  Intel Hgcuce, 
the  expedition  would  scarcely  have  ventured  out  of 
sight  of  the  Cunaries.  Many  times  did  the  men 
desjiur,  nny,  cried  like  children,  when  day  afler  dny 
they  voyagc4l  far  to  the  west,  and  no  land  could  be 
seen.  As  often  did  Colurobua  try  to  inspire  tliem  witli 
hope.  Several  times  the  gunii  were  fired.  The  men 
cheered  in  the  belief  that  land  was  in  sight,  but  ever 
with  the  same  result,  —  hijart- sickening  disaiipoint- 
ment,  on  neai-er  apiiroach,  to  find  the  longed-for  land 
had  been  cloude.  About  Llic  eighteenth  dtiy  of  the 
voyagi>  the  men  mutinied.  Again  Columbus  soothed 
them.  Birds  were  seen  flying  overhead;  land  must  be 
near.  Nay,  again  and  again  the  guns  were  fired,  pro- 
claiming that  it  bad  been  seen;  but  aiasl  they  were 
still  doomed  to  disappointment  Land  was  an  ignti 
fatiuie,  ever  to  !»  seen,  never  to  be  reached.  Again 
came  mutiny.  Again,  partly  by  pcisuasion,  partly 
by  foFMi,  Columbus  quieted  them.  Often  did  bis 
ulBcera  declare  their  diabelief  in  land  being  to  be 
found  to  the  west,  and  beg  of  him  to  change  liia 
couTHo;  but  ihe  commander  had  declared  Ids  opinion, 
and  who  should  change  the  conviction  of  such  a. 
man  ue  Columbus.  Throughout  the  voyage  the  wind 
hftil  b<!cn  in  liia  favour,  blowing  direct  to  the  west 
This  bad  mode  the  crews  frantic ;  for  it  was  then  blow- 
ing away  from  S;>aiu ;  and  while  it  lasted  there  was  no 
hope  of  return.  At  length  the  wind  changed;  it  was 
in  favour  of  the  men,  who  clamoured  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  going  back  to  Spain.     But  Columbus  v 
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not  to  be  inoT«L  The  one  nuu  stood  alone  ag&inst 
one  hundred  and  nineteen,  who  I'egiirded  him  as  n 
miidman  bent  upon  eacrificing  their  lived.  He  must 
have  been  in  mortal  danger ;  but  it  mattered  not.  His 
star  waa  to  the  west,  and  to  the  west  be  continued  his 
course.  How  clear  must  have  been  his  intellect,  how 
firm  his  heart,  thus  to  h&ve  led  a  fleet  of  desperate, 
despairiug  men  agiiinat  their  wills  to  what  they  all 
believed  certain  di;etruction  !  At  length,  however,  the 
one  waa  to  be  rewni-ded  for  his  comiige,  the  others  for 
their  submission. 

About  ten  o'clock  at  night  of  the  10th  of  October, 
aa  Columbus  waa  sitting  at  the  stern  of  his  vessel,  ha 
»aw  a  light,  and  pointed  it  out  to  one  Pedro  Gutierret 
They  both  called  the  armourer,  but  before  he  cb 
had  diaappeared.  They  nevertheless  saw  it  aome  tinw 
alWwHi-da.  At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  one  of  thv 
vestielH,  named  the  "  Piula,"  signalled  by  her  gnus  tl 
land  was  within  two  leagues  ahead.  The  joy  of  tha 
men  is  indescribable,  and  it  was  with  hearts  beatii^ 
high  with  expectancy  that  they  took  in  Bail  and  laj 
to,  impatiently  awaiting  the  dawn. 

"  The  thoughts  and  feelings  of  Columbua,"  wriM 
his  biographer,  "  in  this  little  apace  of  time,  muat  ha,ti 
been  tumultuous  and  intense.  At  length,  in  spite  al 
every  difficulty  and  danger,  he  had  accomplished  hii 
object.  The  great  mystery  of  the  ocean  was  revealed] 
his  theory,  which  had  been  the  scotl'  of  sages,  wm 
triumphantly  established;  he  had  secured  to  himeeU! 
*  glory  as  durable  aa  the  world  itself. 

There  is  an  old  superstition  among  mariuets. 
Bought  but  disaster  can  come  of  sailing  ou  a  Fridaji 
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yet  Columbus  left  Spain  upon  Friday,  tbc  .Id  day  of 
Aogust,  and  his  vision  first  saw,  and  his  feet  first  IV-lt 
the  aborea  of  the  New  World  upon  Friday,  the  12th  nf 
OcUiber.  At  day-break  tlie  three  vessela,  with  their 
crewB  chauting  k  Te  Deum  for  the  succeas  of  their 
enterprise,  steered  for  the  shore,  where  they  could  see 
gnvit  QuuberB  of  naked  savages  issuing  fmin  the 
woods  in  all  direetionn,  and  by  their  attitude  and 
gestures  showing  their  astoniahment  at  the  diipiL 
Columbus  s[>eedtly  ordered  the  vessels  to  cast  anchor, 
and  the  boata  to  be  manned  and  armed.  H<-  then 
entered  his  own  boat  richly  attired  in  scarlet,  and 
holding  the  royal  gt«udar(I  of  Spain;  wliilst  tlio 
other  two  cooimaDders,  Martin  Alonzo  I'iuzoii,  and 
Vincent  his  brother,  put  uff  in  cumitauy  iu  tUeir 
own  veesels,  each  with  a  banner  emblasoned  with  a 
green  cross,  having  on  either  side  the  cipher  of  the 
Horercjgna  surmounted  by  crawii&  Upon  Lmding 
Columbus  threw  himself  on  his  knees,  kissed  the 
earth,  and  returned  thsiiks  to  God  with  teAra  of  joy; 
thon  rising,  he  drew  his  sword,  displayed  the  royal 
stjindard,  and  assembling  round  him  the  two  captains, 
the  notary  of  thu  arutiuneut,  and  all  those  who  hiul 
lunded,  be  took  ooleiun  posseflsion  in,  the  nume  of  tlic 
C'ostilian  sovereigna,  and  gave  the  isLuid  the  name  uf 
8t>  Salvador.  Utkriug  thns  complied  with  the  ntiui- 
nite  forms  and  ceremonies,  be  called  upon  all  pn^^nt 
to  take  the  outb  of  obedience  to  him,  ilb  admiml  anil 
viceroy,  tcpresentlug  the  persons  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella,  all  to  the  greet  wonderment  of  llie  natives, 
who  seemed,  ns  well  thf7  might  be,  lust  in  amaztituent. 
Thus  (lid  the  8£ituiiai'da  moke  their  first  footing  in 
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the  New  World,  in  ao  island,  as  Columbus  supposed)  J 
of  the  Indies— one  of  those  described  by  Marco  Polo-  i 
as  lying  opposite  Cathay  in  the  Chinese  Sea;  and  in  i 
this  euppoaition  he  was  confirmed;  for,  observing  that 
the  natives  wore  golden  omamenta  about  thoir  persona^ 
and  asking  them  from  whence  the  metal  had  been 
procured,  they  made  signs  to  liim,  pointing  to  the 
Bouth,  where,  he  then  understood  them,  dwelt  a  king 
of  such  wealth    that  he   was  served    in  reeaek    of 
wrought  gold.     He  also  made  out  that  there  was  land 
to  the  south,  the  south-west,  and  the  north-west,  and 
that  the    people    from     the    last-mentioned    quarter 
frequently  pmceeded   to    the  south-west  in  quest  of 
gold  and  precious  stones,  making  in  their  way  desccmts 
u]jou  the  islands,  and  carrying  olF  their  inhabitants. 

To  the  imagination  of  the  admiral,  who  had  ever 
the  wiitingB  of  Marco  Polo  in  his  miud,  the  enemiea 
of  which  the  natives  spoke  as  coming  from  the  norlJi- 
west,  could  be  no  other  than  the  people  of  the  nuin- 
land  of  Asia,  the  subjects  of  the  great  Khan  of 
Tartary,  who  were  represented  hy  the  Venetian 
writer  as  acc>istomed  to  make  war  upon  the  islttnda, 
and  to  enslave  their  inhabitants.  The  country  to  ibe 
south,  abounding  in  gold,  must  be  the  famous  island 
of  Zipntjgu,  and  the  king  who  was  seized  out 
of  vesHeb  of  gold,  the  jratt^utate  whose  jialcice  bad 
been  described  by  Polo  as  covered  with  plates  of  (In 
game  mettil,  Thus  did  the  news  ho  received  plMaa 
him  better  than  the  discovery  of  an  island  of  savagM; 
for  he  did  indeed  believe  he  had  arrived  at  tit 
gorgeous  Indies — a  btlicf,  by  the  way,  in  which  he 
died.      Thus  he  gave  tlie  name  of  ladiuu  to  tbt 


iple  of  all  the  islands  in  the  west,  n  name  hy  which 
iLey  hare  ever  eiuce  been  kuown. 

The  Bight  of  those  golden  arnumenta,  which  the 
simple  natives  readily  parted  with  for  glass  beads  and 
other  trumpeiy  trinkets,  the  news  of  the  rich  countries 
to  be  found  in  those  latitudes,  aroused  the  cupidity  of 
the  avaricioas  Spaniards ;  so,  leaving  St.  Salviulor,  they 
set  out  in  search  of  gold;  but  neither  during  that  ex{>o- 
dition  or  in  any  of  his  others  did  Columbus  succeed. 
He  had  crossed  the  terrible  ocean,  he  had  hcwu  out  the 
pathway,  he  had  found  out  the  clue,  but  it  whs  left  for 
others  to  discover  the  great  and  golden  empirus  of 
Mexico  and  Peru,  the  rich  countries  dotibtlessly  indi- 
cated by  the  savages,  and  which  be  had  mistaken  for 
China  and  Japan.  Sufficient,  however,  for  the  glory 
of  this  great  man  in  the  search  for  countries  of  gold,  he 
dincovered  during  that  voyage  St  Salvador,  the  iaUnda 
of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  Cuba,  which  he  once  Iwlleved 
to  be  B  contineut,  Hispauiola  or  St.  Domingo,  the  pre- 
sent Hayti.  UjKtn  this  lust  island  Columbus  erected 
a  fort  called  In  Nuvidod,  and  left  there  thirty  men 
under  the  oonimand  of  an  officer  named  Diego  d'Arena. 

Thus  have  I  given  on  outline  of  the  fii-st  and  most 
important  voyage  of  Columbus.  In  August,  1492. 
he  hud  left  the  Port  of  Palos  with  a  despairing  crew, 
amid  the  groans  and  almost  execrations  of  the  people. 
Upon  the  15th  of  March,  U93,  just  seven  nimitha 
(iftorwards,  the  admiral  was  received  at  Palos  as  a  hero, 
as  indeed  ho  was;  the  bolls  rang,  and  the  magistrates, 
accompanied  hy  all  the  resivjctable  inhubitanta,  came 
down  to  the  shore  to  receive  him  on  landing,  and  were 
intiiiDg  in  tbrir  eongntuLatiuuB  upon    lua   hiksuui. 
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achieved  that  which  all  the  wnrld  had  believed  tobeini' 
ptissibie.  He  matte  a.  public  entiy  into  Barct^lona;  tb* 
■wliiile  city  came  out  to  meet  hini  in  procession-  H( 
wnlked  in  the  midst  of  several  Indiana  whom  he  had 
lu'oiight  with  hiui,  and  who  were  decke^l  out  in  th( 
fashion  of  their  country.  The  fragmeuta  of  gold  and 
rurities  which  he  had  collected  were  carried  liefore  him 
in  open  baskets.  In  this  way  ho  proceeded  through 
immense  crowds  to  the  palace.  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
belLi  were  seated  on  their  throne  anraiting  his  ai 
Ks  soon  as  he  appeared  with  hia  train,  they  arose, 
Colnmbus  threw  himself  ujran  his  knees;  but  the* 
commanded  htm  to  he  seated  in  their  ])rcsence — an 
honour  only  awarded  to  the  highest  nobility.  Th« 
admiral  then  having  given  a  modest  account  c 
voyage,  Ferdinand,  who  had  been  but  lukewarm  in  sup- 
poititig  the  expedition,  was  so  delighted  at  itx  shcc 
that  he  confirmed  Columbus  in  all  his  privileges,  i 
permitted  him  to  join  the  anns  of  his  own  family,  thaw 
of  Castile  and  Leon,  with  the  emblema  of  his  discos 
eries,  and  of  the  dignities  residting  ^m  them. 

Such  are  the  main  facte  of  the  firat  voyage  of  Colntn* 
bus,  which  gave  ultimately  so  many  colonies  to  Spain.  Of 
his  other  voyages  I  can  only  indicate  the  results  aa  th^^ 
are  likely  to  b^ar  upon,  and  lead  uji  to  the  diaooverii 
and  conquests  of  Mexico  and  Pern.  Those  of  n^ 
young  readers  who  would  really  desire  tn  know  mortT 
of  the  life  of  this  great  man,  and  the  ingratitude  witk 
which  hia  services  were  ultimately  met,  I  eonieatl] 
recommend  to  peniae  the  pages  of  Washington  Irviog) 

The  story  of  the  disoovety  of  the  New  Wodd  I 
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0»hiTi)biis  raado  Europe  ring  with  applause.  Monarchs 
*iiTied  the  Sfivereigna  of  Castile;  adventurers  of  all 
tiations  dcaii-ed  to  emulHte  the  hero  of  the  hour ;  but  iu 
8[iaii)  maritime  diecoverr  became  the  matiia;  so  when 
it  wBB  known  that  the  admiral  was  fitting  out  anntlier 
«j[»e[lition  for  the  New  World,  the  highest,  the  youngest, 
and  the  braveat  in  tiie  land,  craved  [wnniHsion  to  jruu 
Lim  at  their  own  expinse.  Tims  Iha  armament  for 
the  Hecond  voyage  cousisted  of  seventeen  vessels  and 
about  fifteen  hundred  men. 

The  outward  passage  was  prosperous;  for,  steering 
more  to  the  eouth  than  in  the  first  eicpeditioD,  Colum- 
bus fell  in  with  the  Carribee  Islands,  the  inhahitantA  of 
which  they  found  to  be  wild  (ind  warlike,  and,  to  their 
horror,  cannibala  Here,  in  Quodaloupe,  so  called  by 
the  admiral,  they  first  met  with  the  atitaut,  or  deliciouB 
])ine-apple.  Having  named  and  taken  poteesHiun  of 
these  islands  for  the  sovereigns  of  Spain,  the  fleet  sailed 
fur  Hispaniola.  Upon  his  arrival  at  the  latter  island, 
where  he  had  previously  erected  a  fort  and  established  a 
gnrrison  of  thirty  men,  he  found  that  during  his  absence 
the  fort  (Navidad)  bad  been  reduced  to  nshes,  and  the 
meu  slain  by  Caooabo,  the  cacique  or  chief  of  a  ueigh- 
bouriug  tribe.  Thb  diisaater,  it  appeared,  the  colonists 
had  brought  wiK>n  themselvns  by  thiur  cruelty  to  the 
Indians,  The  admitai,  however,  speedily  built  another 
furt  upon  a  mountain  called  Cibao,  and  faun<iiug  once 
more  a  colony,  left  it  under  the  govemornliip  of  his 
brother,  Uiega  After  this  Columbus  revisited  the 
coast  of  Cuhn,  in  the  hope  of  discovering  the  gold 
regions  of  which  the  natives  had  told  him  in  hm  former 
Toj'Hge.    Xa  thu  lie  mu  diautipoiated  j.  but,  ^uisuimt 
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Ilia  course,  he  fell  in  vitli  tlie  beautiful  and  fertilt 
ulaad  of  Jamaica,  where  he  made  acother  search  for 
gold;  but  agaiD  failing,  he  continued  to  steer  towardi 
the  west ;  aud  falling  in  with  a  clunter  of  islands,  and 
having  no  doubt  that  they  were  those  mentioned  b]r 
Mareo  Polo  (for,  remember,  the  storiea  of  that  travella 
for  ever  haunted  his  imagination),  he  determiaed  stiD 
to  keep  to  the  west,  hoping  that  by  so  doing  he  might 
succeed  in  circumoavigatiDg  the  globe,  and  return  to 
Europe  by  the  route  lately  discovered  round  Africa  by 
Vaaco  de  Gama. 

The  ships,  however,  had  become  so  battered,  and  the 
crews  GO  exhausted  by  the  dilficult  navigation  ho  hsd 
been  pursuing,  that  Columbus  was  obliged  for  the  pre- 
Beut  to  forego  his  project  before  returning;  therefore 
he  compelled  eveiy  man  on  board  the  fieet  to  sign  k 
paper  expressive  of  his  belief  that  Cuba  was  a  conti- 
nent, and  a  part  of  ludLa;  and  in  thia  convictiou,  u 
I  have  heretofore  stated,  he  died.  Yet,  could  thej 
have  held  out  for  three  days  longer,  the  truth  vould 
have  been  revealed. 

The  30th  of  May,  1498,  Columbus  set  sail  upon  hii 
third  voyuga  This  time  he  steered  still  farther  to  the 
south,  nntil  he  came  within  five  degrees  of  the  equator; 
and  on  the  lant  day  of  July,  descrying  three  peaka, 
which,  upon  n  nearer  approach,  ho  found  to  bo  united 
at  the  base,  he  named  it  Trinidad.  Sailing  to  the  south 
and  west  of  this  island,  aud  entering  the  great  Gulf  «f 
Fariu,  he  saw  land  extending  to  the  south  as  far  as  the 
eye  <:ould  reach.  He  first  thought  it  to  be  a  great 
itilund;  but  the  sudden  swell  of  the  aea  within  the 
gul^  aud  the  rapid  cun'ent  running  through  it  towards 
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tlie  nnrtli,  eoou  led  him  to  the  oonolueion  tLat  these 
phenomena  oould  only  arise  from  some  grt«t  river, 
having  its  source  in  high  mouDtaiiis.  There  could  u 
be  no  doubt  that  he  had  diacovered  a  large  continent. 
That  river  wn*  the  Orinoco,  the  land.  Terra  Firma, 
or  South  America;  and  upon  that  discovery  is  based 
Ilia  claims  to  have  been  the  discoverer  of  America. 
This  was  a  great  acbievemeDt,  and  with  a  proud  beai't 
he  bent  hta  aaila  to  HispimioU.  But  there  he  found 
the  colony  in  sad  confusion,  and  to  the  remedying  of 
tliiR  his  energetic  mind  wels  set  to  work.  But  you 
all  know  the  world-wide  story, — Columbus  had  euemiea 
in  Spain.  A  new  governor  was  sent  out  to  HiKpaniola, 
and  Columbus,  being  accused  of  uioI-admiuUtration, 
returned  to  Spain  a  captive  in  chains. 

Upou  hii  arrival  the  popular  feeling  was  so  intense 
at  the  indignities  offered  to  so  great  a  mixn,  that  the 
sovereign  was  cora])eIlcd  to  examine  into  the  charges 
agaiust  him.  The  result  was  his  full  acqititbil  iwd 
i-cstoration  U>  court  favour. 

While  Columbus  had  been  making  Spain  fikmous 
for  lier  new  aciptiaitioua,  Vosco  de  Goma  had  discovered 
for  the  rival  nation,  Portugal,  the  route  to  the  long 
sought  for  golden  Indies,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopa 
Upon  the  return  of  the  admiral  he  found  all  Spain 
tttlkiiig  about  it,  and  envious  of  De  Oama,  he  at  once 
oSerc^l  to  coodact  a  fleet  to  the  Indies  by  a  much 
shorter  route.  You  remember  that  when  he  mode  the 
crows  sign  the  paper  off  Cuba  it  was  hitt  conviction 
that  if  fiit«  had  Allowed  him  to  have  pursued  his 
course  he  would  have  sjieedily  feUen  in  with  the 
much  ileauod  gcJiIea  landa.     Ha  must  have  bi'ouj^ht 
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the  sovereigns  to  the  same  conviction,  or  otherwiss^ 
notwithstanding  they  had  riatored  him  to  their  favooTi 
they  would  scarcely  have  given  liiu  the  command  <A 
another  fleet,  and  for  these  aimple  but  ungratefii] 
reasons, — that  although  they  bad  granted  him,  on  ths 
setting  out  upon  his  first  voyage,  great  rank  and 
■vioe-regal  power,  contingently  upon  his  finding  oirt 
certtun  lands,  tiis  discoveries  had  been  bo  vast,  the 
wealth  promised  to  be  forthcoming  ao  immense,  that 
the  politic  Ferdinand  deemed  it  too  much  power  to 
lemain  in  the  hands  of  a  subject;  for  in  those  dayi 
great  subjceta  not  unfrequently  clianged  themselvei 
into  powerful  and  inde[:endent  sovereigns.  Moreover, 
now  that  ColumbiiB  Imd  penetrated  the  mysteriea  of 
that  vast  ocean,  and  had  three  times  led  Sveta  acrosi 
auccessfnlly,  the  path  was  safe  and  certain,  and  lesser 
men  at  lesser  prices  could  colonize  what  he  had  found, 
if  nnt  still  pursue  the  path  to  greater  discoveriea 
In  princes  such  chicanery  is  called  policy.  In  humble 
individuals  it  would  be  called  swindling. 

This  fourth  and  last  voyage,  although  disftstrous 
in  the  extreme,  and  attended  with  no  good  result, 
-waa  very  nearly  bringing  the  admiral  to  one  of  tJioM 
golden  empires  he  had  so  long  sought.  Steering  li'om 
Cuba  to  the  aoutb-west,  he  reached  Guanaga,  on  the 
coast  of  Honduras.  Here  he  saw  among  the  native* 
proofs  of  a  higher  civihaition  than  had  yet  been  found 
among  tlie  natives  of  the  New  World,  They  possessed 
Teasels  of  copper,  and  wore  ornaments  curiously  worked 
and  dyed  with  a  variety  of  colours,  copper-beaded 
batchets,  cojiper  bells,  and  other  articles  of  the  aanw 
metal,  ttigether  ^th  a  kind  of  crucible  in  vhidi  tn, 
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tnelt  it.  Moreover,  a  boat  partj  of  these  natives, 
who  fearlessly  visited  the  admiral's  ship,  infumied 
bim,  by  meaDs  of  an  interpreter,  that  they  had  just 
arrived  from  a,  country,  rich,  cultivated,  and  industri- 
ous, HO  urged  bim  to  steer  to  the  west  Had  Columbus 
act«d  upon  their  advice,  witbin  a  day  or  two  he  would 
have  arrived  at  Yucatan,  "  Wlien,"  says  bis  biographer, 
"  the  discovery  of  Mexico  and  other  upidmt  countries 
of  New  Bpaiu  would  have  necessarily  followed;  the 
Southexn  Ocean  would  have  beeu  disclosed  to  him, 
and  a  succession  of  Hplenditl  discoveries  would  have 
shed  fresb  glory  on  his  decJining  age,  instead  of  its 
sinking  amidst  gloom,  neglect,  and  disappointment," 
Columbus,  however,  thought  of  nothing  but  the  Indies, 
the  Spice  Islands,  Cathay,  and  Zipaiigii,  and  he  sought 
for  a  strait  which  be  believed  would  lead  to  them; 
but  adverse  winds  came,  shipwreck,  discontent  among 
the  crtiwa,  ill  health  to  himself,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  sail  for  St  Domingo,  fiom  whence  he  returned  to 
Spain,  to  die  in  extreme  poverty,  albeit  it  may  be 
suid  that  hie  descendants  obtained  the  wealth  that 
should  have  been  awarded  to  their  great  ancestor. 


CHAPTER  II. 
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Ai/THOuaH  other  and  hi^lier  motives  filled  the  hi 
of  Columbus,  that  tho  love  of  gold  and  desire  fot] 
power  stimulated  his  geuius  for  mai'itime  advetitat«> 
and  discovery,  there  can  be  littlo  doubt.  That  great' 
man,  however,  having  hewn  out  the  ocean  pathway  to 
an  ima^uary  El  Dorado — and  thus  sown  in  the  mioda 
of  hi»  countrymen  notione  of  the  wealth  to  be  obtained 
by  a  voyage  ainvss  the  Atlantic — as  from  the  teeth  of 
Cadmus,  there  suddenly  sprang  up  thousands  of 
anned  men,  prepared  to  explore  the  newly  found 
lands  and  seas,  to  share  the  spoils  and,  if  pofflible,  to 
extend  the  disooveries.  In  this  desire  they  -wen 
stimulated  by  the  jealousy  of  Ferdioaud  and  Isabella, 
who,  fearing  that  Portugal  or  England  might  be  soon 
encroaching  upon  their  new  Bovereignty,  with  the 
boundless  liberality  of  thoae  who  give  tliat  which 
costs  them  nothing,  they  ofiered  provinces  to  tboee 
who  would  be  at  the  cost  and  trouble  of  discoTering 
and  colonizing  new  lands. 

The  name  of  the  leaders  only  of  theae  maritime 
expeditjona  is  legion;  but  so  rich  is  every  one  of  tbeM 
voysiges  with  wild  adventure,  that  it  is  with  pain  I 
wmber  that  I  am  writing  merely  a 
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efaBpt«r,  and  must  coatent  myself  with  mention  of 
those  only  who  were  especially  celebrated  for  the  part 
they  took  in  the  opening  up  of  the  New  World  after 
Columbas  bad  led  them  to  its  portals. 

Among  the  earliest,  most  daring,   chivalrous,  and 

unfortunate  of  these,  was  the  noble  Alonzo  de  Ojeda. 

Tliia  cavalier  had  accompanied  the  admiral  upon  his 

second  voyage,  and  while  at  Hiepaniola,  had  performed 

feata  of  valour  that  rendered  his  namo  fiunous  at  the 

court  of  8pain;  therefore,  when  the  news  arrived  that 

Columbus,  then  upon  his  third  voyage,  hod  discovered 

>  coast  of  Faria,  which  Abounded 'in  dnigs,  apices, 

silver,  precious  stones,  and  pearls,  Ojeda  readily 

ained  the  royal  permission  to  fit  out  on  armament 

Fjbr  the  esploraticju  of  those  seas.     The  result  of  this 

EvDyago  was  a  sad  disappointment   to  the  avaricious 

^^Kaltb-eeekerK ;     for    after     an    absence     of    twelve 

tonths  they  returned  to  Cadiz  with  hut  five  hundred 

hicata   to  be    divided    between  fifty-flve,   and    had, 

noreover,    the    mortification    to    find   that  a    petty 

armament  whioli  had    sailed    some    time  previously 

under   one   Pedro   Niuo,    had   returned  two   months 

before  them  with  a  rich  cai^o  of  pearls,  which  they 

had  obtuned  from  the  aaveges  in  exchange  for  glass 

The  first  voyage  of  AJonzo  do  Ojeda  is,  however, 
especially  noteworthy  here,  inasmuch  as  he  was  ac- 
companied by  a  man  who,  by  affixing  his  name  to  the 
New  World,  has  surroptitioiiBly  obtained  a  share  of 
tlint  fkme  which  was  wholly  and  solely  due  to 
Hoi  ma  boa.  That  man  was  Amerigo  Vespucci,  a 
Floreutiue  of  learning  and    talents;   and   this  is  i 
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^F     outline  of  his  bistoiy,  aTid  how  it  chaDced  that  biB, 
name  is  now  floating  upon  immortality. 

About  the  year   14!)5  he  -waa  ogent  or  partner  <rf 
Berardi,  a  wealthy  Florestine  nierchiint   established 

I  at  Seville,  and  who,  being  a  great  friend  of  Colunibu^ 
v&B  usually  commisHioned  by  the  government  to  equip 
the  armaments  destined  for  Hispauiola,  and,  as  wo 
hftve  seen,  he  accompanied  Ojeda,  After  his  return  ia 
1500  till  1505  he  was  engaged  in  the  service  of  th« 
King  of  Portugal,  making  voyages  to  the  East  Indies 
or  the  coast  of  BraziL  Leaving  the  Portuguese  ser- 
vice he  returned  to  Spain,  where  hia  repatatioa 
as  a  mariner,  a  cosmogrupher,  a  man  of  great  com- 
mercial knowledge,  Bteacly,  persevering  habits,  and, 
moreover,  his  having  come  over  from  a  rival  court, 
obtained  for  him  not  only  a  welcome  reception,  bat^ 
upon  the  death  of  Columbua,  the  post  of  Chief  Pilot 
of  Spain. 

Notwithstanding    tliis    appointment,    Tespuccl,    it 

eoems,  never  afterwanis  performed  any  enterprise  of 

consequence;  but  in   1507  the  account  which  he  bad 

written  of  his  four  voyages   was   already  printed  in 

Latin,    having  been   previously  translated  &om   the 

,   original  Italian  into  French  and  Spanish.     In  this  ha 

I    lays  claim  to  having  discovered  Terra  Pinna,  the  con- 

L  tioent  or  mainland  of  Snuth  America.     In  the  sama 

year,   namely,  1507,    there  appeared,   prefixed  to  hia 

■voyages,  a  treatise  on  cosmography.    The  writ«r  of  that 

I   work  remarks,  "  that  the  new  continent  ought  to  be 

I  called  America,  from  its  discoverer,  Americus,  a  man 

of  rare  ability,  inasmuch  as  Eurojie  and  Asia  derived 

their  names  liom  women."    "  Thus  it  appears  "  says  tb» 


r  of  maritime  and  inland  discovery,  "that  the 
Hew  World  has  silently  and  irreToc&bly  assumed  that 
general  denominatioo  irhicb  first  api>car«d  in  prints 
Poputur  fables  and  the  enthusiastic  dreams  of  Colum- 
bus took  from  him  a  portion  of  his  glory.  He  faucied 
that  be  had  reached  the  Indies,  and  would  have  felt 
9CirTy,  perhaps,  to  relinqiiiaL  that  favourite  idea  for 
the  honour  of  aKsuiuing  th&  rich  blazonry  of  fame  to 
which  he  was  truly  entitled,  and  of  giving  his  name  to 
a  new  quarter  of  the  world." 

Many  and  warm  were  the  disputations  between  the 

learned,  after  the  appearance  of  this  work  of  Vespucci, 

na  to  the  real  discoverer  of  the  great  continent.     The 

qucntion,  however,  was  set  at  rest  during  the  great 

I,  when  the  heir  of  Columbus  sought  to  obtain  the 

^td,  titles,  and  privileges  of  the  great  admiral     His 

tre  disputed  on  the  ground  that  his  father 

I  not  the  original  discoverer  of  Terra  Firnia,  but 

rabsequently  of  certain  portions  of  it     The  young 

Dtirara  righta  were,  however,  comjilet«ly  and  satia- 

ftctorily  proved  by  one  hundred  and  nine  witnesses, 

among  whom  were  the  companions  of  Columbus,  the 

moat  distinguished  navigators  of  the  age. 

^■^  That  Columbus  was  the  discoverer  of  the  continent 

^^■•re  is  no  doubt;  but  eveu  so,  it  is  a  question  mors 

^Hl  oiirioaity  than  of  real  moment;  for  justly  remarks 

^^rviug, — "  When  Columbus  first  touched  a  shore  of  the 

New  World,  even  though  a  frontier  island,  he  had 

achieved  bis  enterprise;  he  had  accomplished  all  that 

_«as  necessary  to  his  fiune:  the  great  problem  of  the 

IS  solved ;  the  world  beyond  its  western  waters 

0  discovered." 
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You  will  remember  that  Martin  Alonzo  FinzoD  and 
Vincente  Yancz  Pinzon,  two  brothers  of  Palos,  -wen 
(be  commanders  who  accompanied  Colnmbun  in  his 
first  voyage.  Well,  when  the  newa  arrived  at  Palos  th&t 
fhe  great  admiral  had  discovered  the  continent, 
'Vincente,  the  mirviviug  brother,  in  H99,  sailed  from 
that  port  with  a  fleet  of  four  vessels.  Persisting  in  his 
Oourae  to  the  eouth-west,  he  fell  in  with  land  in  eight 
degrees  of  aouth  latitude,  of  which  he  took  form&I  poa- 
eesHion  in  the  name  of  the  sovereign,  and  called  it 
Santa  Marie  do  la  Consolacton;  thus  Piozon  ■wan 
fiiBt  European  who  crossed  the  line  in  the  western  ei 
Continuing  hb  voyage,  he  became  the  discovei-er  of 
Banta  Cnie,  now  known  as  the  empire  of  ] 
although  the  honour  b  claimed  by  one  Pedro  AJvam 
Cabrol,  a  Portuguese.  The  latter,  however,  did  not 
aiTive  at  these  shores  till  three  months  after  Pinoon 
departed  From  the  coast. 

In  1S08  FinzDU  and  another  celebrated   ] 
Juan  Diaz  do  Soils,  set  sail  for  the  purpose  of  exploriag 
the  western  shores  of  South  America;  but  little  good, 
liowever,  resulted  from  this  voyage;  for  the  two  com- 
'soandcrs  quarrelling,  they  returned  to  S[iain  to  settlo 
their  dispute.      Tho  latter  being  deemed  in  the  wrong, 
imprisoned ;   but  Amerigo  Yespucci   dying,    the 
prisoner  was  released,  and  appointed  to  the  post  of 
diief  pilot.     In  this  capacity  Solis  was  despatched  to   i 
navigate  the  southern  side  of  the  Isthmus  of  Darien, 
where  another  sea  chief,  Vasco  Nunez  de  Balboa,  had  I 
recently  made  tlie  great  discovery  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  f 
The    result  of    this  expedition,   however,   was   d 
diaaatrous  j  for  upon  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  ri 
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late.  Soils  with  a  small  party  went  ashore  to  examine 
be  soil  and  natural  productions.  The  admiral  had 
ot  adTanced  far  into  the  land  before  he  and  five  of  his 
ompanions  were  seized  by  the  natives,  who  killed, 
oasted,  and  devoured  them ;  and  by  this  tragical  end 
fBS  Solis,  in  all  probability,  deprived  of  the  glory  of 
aving  circumnavigated  South  America. 

We  must  now  for  a  short  time  return  to  that  gallant 
at  mad-headed  cavalier,  Don  Alonzo  de  Ojeda.  This 
ctraordinary  man  had  made  a  second  voyage  for  the 
urpose  of  establishing  a  colony  in  a  province  assigned 
>  him  in  the  Gulf  of  Maracaibo.  Quarrelling,  how- 
ver,  with  his  followers,  the  latter  loaded  him  with 
bains  before  they  landed;  but  Ojeda,  confident  in  his 
ofwer  of  swimming,  shackled  as  he  was,  let  himself 
own  into  the  sea,  where  he  would  have  been  drowned 
at  for  his  men,  who  rescued  him  from  the  water. 
liey  afterwards  took  him  ashore,  and  charged  him 
efore  the  governor  with  attempting  to  defraud  them 
f  the  strong  box  which  contained  their  mutual 
Health.  Tho  governor  ordered  accusers  and  accused  to 
e  tried  before  the  chief  judge  of  the  island  of  His- 
aniola :  the  result  was  a  verdict  against  Ojeda.  This 
idgment,  however,  was  afterwards  reversed  by  the 
[>art  of  Spain. 

In  1509  the  wild  and  Quixotic  Ojeda,  through  his 
oort  interest,  obtained  a  royal  grant  of  immense  teni- 
>iies,  to  foiin  a  colony  on  the  northern  coast  of  South 
uneiica,  that  is,  between  the  middle  of  the  Gulf  of 
hoien  and  Cape  Vela.  At  the  same  time  a  wealthy 
entleman,  Diego  de  Nicuessa,  obtained  a  similar  grant 
f  the  country  from  Cape  Vela  to  Cape  Graciaa  i  Dioa* 
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Nov,  between  these  rival  cbieft,  and  mibsequentlj 
naglibouriug  goveniora,  there  arose  a  fiei-ce  hatred 
espeuiallj  upon  the  part  of  Ojeda.  Their  fates,  however, 
-were  to  be  similar.  On  reaching  the  shores  of  Carlh»- 
gena,  Oje^  began  by  exhorting  the  lodians  to  embraca 
the  doctrines  of  Christianity;  for  with  the  Spaniardi 
in  the  New  World  conversion  of  the  natives  was 
the  firat  object,  even  before  gold;  but  the  savages,  wlw. 
had  already  suffered  from  the  cruelties  of  white  men, 
were  not  to  be  won  by  apparent  kiudneas.  They  there- 
fore fell  upon  the  party,  and,  notwithstanding  thm 
firearms  of  the  Spaniards,  destroyed  about  Beventj. 
Ujeda  alone  saved  himself  by  a  rapid  flight  into  a' 
thicket  of  mangrove  trees  on  the  margin  of  the  sov 
where,  aome  days  after,  a  |>arty  from  the  ship,  cm 
ashore  to  took  after  their  missing  companions,  fbonli 
him  lying  in  the  matted  roots  of  the  mangroves,  hit 
buckler  on  his  shoulder  and  his  sword  in  his  hand,  bob 
BO  wasted  with  hunger  and  fiitigue  that  he  was  Bpeech^ 
hes.  The  men  bore  their  commander  to  the  shora^ 
lighted  a  fire,  and,  while  they  wore  endeavouring  to 
revive  him,  a  squadron  of  ships  stood  towards  ths 
harbour.  Then  nccnrred  one  of  those  incidents  wlu<i 
Berve  to  enliven  and  soften  the  fierce  and  bloody  stoiy 
of  the  Spaniards  in  the  New  World.  The  fleet  wu 
that  oomntanded  by  Nicueesu,  the  hated  rival  of  Ojeda; 
and  the  latter,  remembering  that  he  liad  defied  to 
mortal  combat  Nicuessa,  became  troubled  in  hii 
mind  at  the  idea  of  meeting  him.  He  therefiiM 
ordered  his  men  to  return  on  board  the  ship  and  Icon 
him  on  ohore,  but  not  to  reveal  to  Nicucesa  tlie  plaoa 
of  his  retreat.     As  the  newly  arrived  llcot  enteredi  t!^ 
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harbour  the  first  inquiiy  of  Nicucsss  ntts  afl«r  Ojeda. 
The  men  mounifully  replied  that  their  commander  had 
gone  on  a  warlike  expedition,  into  the  country;  but  aa 
days  hiwl  elnpaed  since  his  departure,  they  feared  some 
misfortune  had  happened  to  him,  and  they  entreated 
Nicuessa  to  give  his  word  as  a  cavuUer  that  should 
Ojeda  be  in  trouble  he  would  not  take  advantage 
of  his  misfortunes  to  revenge  himself  for  their 
late  dispute.  "  Seek  your  commander  instantly,"  re- 
plied the  chivalrous  Spaniai-d,  indignant  at  such  a 
request,  "  bring  him  to  me,  if  he  be  alive,  and  I 
pledge  myxelf  not  merely  to  forget  the  past,  but 
to  aid  him  as  if  he  mere  a  brother."  The  men 
fetched  Ojeda,  and  Nicueasa  received  him  lovingly, 
saying,  "  It  is  not  for  Hidalgos,  like  men  of  vulgar 
souls,  to  remember  diflcrences  when  they  behold 
another  in  distress;  henceforth  let  all  that  haa 
occurred  between  ua  be  foi'gotten.  Command  me  as  a 
brother;  myself  and  my  men  are  at  your  orders  to 
follow  you  wherever  you  plcsse,  until  the  deaths  of 
Juau  de  la  Coaa  and  his  comrades  are  revenged." 
This  Juan  de  la  Cosa  was  one  of  the  ablest  uuvi- 
gator«  of  the  age,  who  had  fallen  in  the  late  onsiaC  of 
the  savages. 

Ojeda  having  recovered,  and  being  thus  reinforced, 
took  ftMrful  revenge  upon  the  natives.  "The  village," 
says  Irving,  "was  buried  in  deep  sleep;  but  the  woods 
were  fUled  with  targe  parrots,  wliich,  being  awakened, 
made  d  prodigious  ctaniour.  The  Indians,  however, 
thinking  the  Spaniards  all  destroyed,  pai 
to  these  noises.  It  was  not  until  their  homes 
a^Miiled  and  wrapped  in  flamcH  that  they  took  the 
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They  niahed  fortli,  Bome  -with  arms,  some  weaponlaa, 
but  were  received  at  their  doors  by  the  exatipetated 
Spaniards,  aod  either  Hlain  on  the  spot  or  driven  back 
into  the  fire.  Womeu  fl«d  wildly  forth  with  ohQdroi 
in  their  arms,  but,  at  the  »ight  of  the  Spaniards  Ot- 
tering in  stfd,  and  of  the  holies,  which  they  Bnpponed 
to  be  ravenoiu  monstors,  I'on  bock,  shriekiag  with 
horror,  into  their  burning  habitationa."  It  wu  * 
terrible  carnage;  for  quarter  was  given  neither  to  WS 


Having  glutted   their   vengeance,  the 
separated;  Nicuessa  to  continue  bis  voyage  toVeragn^ 
Ojeda  to  establish   his   colony   In  some   other  apo^ 
where  hia  people   might  be  out  of  the  way  of  ^  J 
empoisoned  arrows  of  the  Indians.     He  fixed  upos  I 
a  spot  on  a  height  near  the  Gulf  of  XJrabii,  wh« 
hia  followers  speedily  erected  a  town  and  a  fortress  I 
which  they  called  San  Sebastian.     This  attempt,  Bow^  I 
ever,  was  a  fngiial  failure;  for  the  natives  attacked  th*  J 
colonists  so  fiercely,  and  so  frequent  and  sangtunv)' I 
became  the  contests,  that,  what  with  the  poisoned  shaflaij 
and  the  want  of  food,  every  matt  would  Lave  died  ■  I 
miserable  death  but  for  the  arrival  of  a  pirate  ahil^f 
which  carried  the  wretched  remnant  to  San  Domingtyl 
where,  not  long  after,  Ojeda  died  broken-spirited,  ai 
so  poor  that  the  whole  of  bis  property  ■?! 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  funeral. 

Several  stories  are  told  illustrative  of  the  ^ 
of  this  extiuordinary  man.     The  earliest  i 
Mr,   Helps,  the  historian  of  the  Spanish  i 

I   the   authority  of  Navnrete,  and   refers  i 
wlie%  living  at  Hispaniola  in  the  inlaut  d 


BTOSIBS  OP  OJSDA. 


my,  under  the  governorship  of  Diego  Columbas,  lie 
Biicceoded  in  capturing  Oaoiiabo,  that  warlike  caciqne 
who  had  hnmed  the  fort  of  Kavidad,  and  slain  or 
dispersed  its  gori-ison.  The  cacique  being  one  of  the 
most  determined  of  the  enemies  of  the  Spaaiai-da, 
Diego  CoIiunbuB  resolved  to  get  him  into  hia  power 
either  by  foul  or  fiiir  means.  OjeUa  undertook  the 
dangeroDS  office:  he  was  to  pretend  that  he  had  a 
friendly  message  for  the  cacique  &om  the  governor 
Diego — a  ruse  that  nucceeded;  for  he  was  adniitted 
at  once  into  the  preaeace  of  the  Indian  cliief.  Now, 
Ojcda  took  with  him  gyves  and  manaclea  made  of 
brass  or  steel,  beautifully  wrought  and  highly  polished; 
for  the  metob  of  Spain  were  as  much  prized  hy  the 
Indians  as  the  gold  of  the  latter  was  esteemed  by  the 
Spanifiida.  Moreover,  there  was  a  rumour  among  the 
natires  of  talking  brass.  This  arose  from  their  listening 
to  the  church  bells,  which,  summoning  the  Spaniards  U> 
mnits,  vm  believied  by  the  simple  nativeis  to  converse 
with  them.  Indeed,  the  inJiabiteiuta  of  Hiapaniola 
held  the  Spanish  metals  in  such  estimation  that  they 
applied  to  them  an  Indian  word,  (urey,  which  seems 
to  have  signilied  unytking  that  descends  from  lieaven. 

When,  therefore,  Ojeda  brought  these  ornaments  to 
Caonabo,  *nd  told  him  they  were  Biscayan  tureys — a 
great  present  trotn  tlie  admind — and  that  he  would 
dhow  him  how  to  put  them  on;  and  that  when  they 
werw  put  on  Oiooabo  slioold  net  himself  on  Ojinla's 
horse  and  bo  shown  to  his  ndmiring  subjects,  as,  Ojeda 
aaid,  the  kings  of  Spain  were  wont  to  show  themselves 
to  theirs;  the  incautious  Indian  is  said  to  have  fallen 
«ulirdjr  into  the  liBfh    Qoiog  with  Ojeda,  accom- 
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panied  hy  only  a  small  escort,  to  a  river  a  short  d» 
tance  from  liia  main  eDcampment,  Caonabo,  aft«r  pe^ 
forming  ablutions,  suRVred  the  crafty  young  Spaaiart 
to  put  the  heftven-descended  feitera  on  him,  and  to  set 
him  upon  the  horse.  Ojeda  himself  got  up  behind  tlw 
InJiaD  prince,  and  then  whirling  a  few  times  round, 
like  a.  pigeon  before  it  takes  its  determined  fligbb 
milking  the  followers  of  Caonabo  imagine  that  tbii 
was  but  display,  they  all  the  while  keeping  at  A 
respectful  distance  from  the  horse,  an  animal  thef 
much  dreaded,  Ojedn  darted  off  for  Isabella;  and 
after  great  fatigues,  now  keeping  to  the  maia  track, 
now  traversing  the  woods  in  order  to  evade  piitaiii^ 
brought  Caonabo  bound  into  the  presence  of  CoIiud- 
bus.  The  unfortunate  cacique  was  sent  to  Spain  to 
be  judged  there ;  and  hia  forces  were  afterwards  pat  to 
flight  by  a  troop  of  Spaniards  under  the  command  rf 
Ojeda.  Some  were  killed,  some  taken  prisoners,  some 
fied  to  the  forests  and  the  mounbuns,  some  yielded, 
"  offering  themselves  to  the  serviee  of  the  Cbristiiuu 
if  they  would  allow  them  to  live  in  their  own  waya" 

In  one  of  the  contests  with  the  natives  OJmIi 
received  a.  poisoued  arrow,  and  having  witnesaod  tbi 
horrible  agonies  in  which  many  of  hia  men  had  diaj 
firom  tlie  same  cause,  a  remedy  occurred  to  him.  Thi, 
was  to  have  two  plates  of  iron  made  red-hot,  and' 
placed  to  the  orifice  of  the  wound ;  but  the  sui] 
refused  to  apply  them,  declaring  that  he  would 
be  the  murderer  of  hia  general  Upon  thia  Ojt 
made  a  solemn  vow  that  he  would  haog  blm 
he  obeyed.  To  avoid  such  a  fute  the  surgeon 
plied,  and  Ojedo,  without  being  tied  down  oc 
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(Inring  the  frightful  operation,  bore  it  without  ahrink- 
ing  or  uttering  a  murmur,  allboogh  it  so  infiamed 
his  whole  Bj^t^iD  that  hia  people  had  to  wi^  him 
in  sheets  8l«rped  in  vinegar,  a  whole  barrel  of  whidi, 
it  ia  Raid,  was  exhausted  in  allajriiig  the  heat 

The  &te  of  the  generona  NicuMsa  and  his  expedition 
was  still  more  terrible ;  for  althou^  after  a  series  of 
incredible  adventiirea,  he  found  a  spot  at  Daiien, 
upon  which  he  determined  to  settle  and  build  a 
frirtrees,  which  he  named  Kombre  de  Dias,  npon 
landing,  he  found  that  out  of  seven  bundled  fine 
fellows  who  had  manned  his  noble  squiulroo,  six 
hundred  had  &Ilen  a  prej  either  to  shipwreck,  mutiny, 
or  disease,  \>y  the  hands  of  savages,  or  by  fitmina. 
In  fact,  upon  one  island  whei«  they  had  been  crul> 
BO  great  had  been  the  want  of  food,  that  thirty  of 
the  Spaniards,  finding  the  IkmI;  of  a  dead  Indian, 
were  driven  by  their  hunger  to  devtinr  it;  but  so 
infected  with  disease  were  they  by  the  honible  repast 
that  not  one  of  tbem  survived. 

There  was  a  colony  settled  at  Darien,  who,  henring 
of  the  wretched  stoto  of  Nicoessa  and  his  men  at 
Nombre  de  Dios,  invited  him  to  become  their  governor. 
The  unfortunate  diief  r^aiding  this  invitation  as  a 
Hpecial  boon  sent  from  heaven,  set  sail;  but  upon  tbcir 
arrival  at  Darien,  although  permitted  to  land,  there 
was  a  ]«rty  so  strong  against  him  that  he  was  com- 
[letled  bi  re-embark  in  an  old  brigantine  unfit  for 
sea.  This  he  did  with  the  remainder  of  his  attachetl 
followers  upon  tho  Ist  of  March,  151 1.  The  bark 
steered  acroes  the  Caribbean  Sea  for  Hisponjola;  but 
irom  that  day  notliiiig  was  evor  beard  of  the  c 
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the  chivalrous  Nicuessa,  or  his  crew.  Thus,  either  by 
shipwreck  or  savages,  must  have  perished  the  last 
remnant  of  seven  hundred  brave  men,  who  sacrificed 
themselves  for  the  love  of  gold. 

This  colony  of  Darien,  from  which  the  unfortunate 
Nicuessa  had  been  driven,  was  governed  l^  Vasoo 
Nunez  de  Balboa,  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  enter- 
prising of  all  the  New  World  adventurers.  Balboa 
feeling  some  sympathy  for  the  fate  of  Nicuessa,  sent 
two  ships  to  Nombre  de  Dios  to  bring  over  any  of 
the  poor  fellows  whom  Nicuessa  might  have  left  there- 
in making  the  voyage,  the  ships  found  upon  the  shore 
of  the  isthmus  two  Spaniards  clad  in  painted  skins. 
The  names  of  these  men  should  have  been  known, 
and  held  up  to  the  execration  of  mankind  for  their 
ingratitude.  They  had  been  followers  of  Nicuessa,  and 
to  escape  8ome  well-deserved  punishment,  had  fled  to 
the  territories  of  a  native  chief  named  Careta,  who 
for  nearly  a  year  and  a-half  had  treated  them  with 
the  greatest  kindness  and  hospitality.  The  return 
they  made  was  to  request  their  countrymen  to  invade 
the  old  chiefs  territories,  where  they  would  find 
considerable  booty. 

This  intelligence  being  carried  to  Balboa,  that  chief, 
delighted,  sent  for  the  two  men.  The  traitors  told  him 
of  the  secret  hoards  of  provisions  possessed  by  their 
kind  old  host,  and  advised  him  to  enter  the  village 
when  its  inhabitants  were  sleeping.  Balboa  adopted 
the  plan,  and  in* the  dead  of  night  fell  upon  the 
Indians,  made  the  chief  and  his  family  captives, 
hurried  the  provisions  on  board  two  ships,  and  returned 
to  Darien. 


When  the  M  chief  saw  his  fainily  in  chains  before 
Balboa,  he  cried,  deBpairingly,  "Wh«t  have  1  done 
thst  thou  ahoahl«st  treat  Die  thus  cruellj-1  None 
of  thy  i«opIe  ever  came  to  my  land  that  were  not  fed, 
sheltered,  and  treated  with  lovingkiiidneas;  when  tliou 
cBiucst  to  niy  dwelling  did  I  meet  thee  with  javulin  in 
iiand)  Did  I  not  set  meat  and  drink  before  thee, 
and  welcome  tliee  as  a  brother)  liet  me  free,  therefore, 
with  ray  faniily  and  people,  and  we  will  remain  thy 
&ieuda.  Wu  will  Bupi)ly  thee  with  iimvisions,  and 
r«Tcul  to  thee  the  rieliea  of  the  land.  Dost  thon 
doubt  my  faith  1  Behold  my  daughter,  I  give  her 
t«  thc«  an  a  pledge  of  friendslii)).  Take  her  for  thy 
wife,  and  be  aasured  of  the  fidelity  of  her  family 
and  people," 

Balboa  relented ;  the  chief  and  his  family  were  freed. 
Had  the  words  of  the  old  man  touched  his  heart!  No; 
I  fear  not  But  a  politic  thought  paascd  through  his 
brain.  Ke  would  make  a  friend  of  this  chiei',  anrl 
ofTeretl  to  help  him  against  his  enemies.  And  from 
this  policy  resulted  the  greatest  discoveiy  in  the  New 
World  after  those  of  Columbns. 

The  diief  had  a  great  eaomy,  one  Fonca;  Balboa 
therefore  returned  with  hie  now  ally,  and  very  speedily 
overran  the  domains  of  Ponca,  sacking  his  villagea, 
from  which  be  obtnined  considerable  booty.  Ball>oa 
was  then  intrndnc«d  l>y  Curcta  to  an  adjac'ent  provinoe 
cnlled  Comagre,  which  was  ruled  over  by  a  chief  of 
gi'eat  power  and  wealth.  Thiii  province  of  Comagre 
WM  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  lofty  mouulaiu.  As  the 
Spuniardn  appeared,  the  chief,  hia  principal  wamois, 
and  Boni^  came  forward  to  meet  them.     Balboa  an^ 
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Lis  companions  were  aurprised  at  tlie  apparent  gmndeiir 
and  wealth  of  tliia  savage  village;  but  how  great  w«8 
their  astonishment  and  delight  when  the  eldeiit  son  of 
tlie  chief  presented  them  with  4,000  ounces  of  gold, 
wTonght  into  various  ornaments,  together  with  six^ 
slaves  I  This  booty  Balboa  ordered  to  be  distributed 
after  the  following  order : — One  fifth  of  the  gold  to  be 
weighed  out  and  set  apart  for  the  sovereign  of  Oastill^ 
and  the  rest  to  be  shared  among  his  followers. 

"  The  sou  of  the  chief  who  gave  them  this  present 
was  a  man  of  BU[>erior  intelligence  and  sagacity,  sod 
seeing  the  Spaniards  quarrelling  violently  among  tfaem- 
selves  about  the  size  and  value  of  the  pieces  wbich  f^ 
to  their  respective  shores,  he  disdainfully  struck  Out 
scales,  so  that  the  glittering  metal  fell  amongst  them, 
saying: — 

"  Why  should  you  quarrel  for  such  a  trifle  1     If  tfak 
gold  is  indeed  so  precious  in  your  eyes  that  for  italou 
you  abandon  your  homes,  invade  the  peaceful  landa  of 
other*,  and  expose  yourselves  to  such  sufferings  and 
penis,  I  will  tell  you  of  a  region  where  yoo  mi^ 
gratify  your  wishes  to  the  utmost     Behold  those  loftj 
mountains,"    ho    continued,   pointing    to   the   soath; 
"  beyond  these  lies  a  mighty  sea,  which  may  be  disoenu 
irom  their  summit     It  is  navigated  by  people  wl 
have  vessels  almost  as  large  as  yours,  and  fumisbi 
Like  them,  with  sails  and  oars.     All  the  streams 
flow  down  the  southern  side  of  those  mountains  ii 
that  sea  abound  in  gold,  and  the  kings  who 
upon  its  borders  eat  and  drink  out  of  golden  v 
Gold,  in  fact,  is  as  plentiful  and  common  among  tl 
people  of  the  south  as  iron  is  among  you  Spauiarda.' 
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Can  my  youog  readers  understand  tlie  wild  exoit<>' 
inent  with  which  the  Sjianish  adventurers  heard  this 
new9l  For  them,  then,  had  Providence  reserved  it  to 
find  that  sea  which  Columbus  had  Bought,  ao'l  the 
goldeu  Indies  of  which  that  great  man  had  dreamed. 

"  Such,"  says  Irving,  "  waa  the  first  intimation 
received  by  Balhoa  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  its  golden 
realcns,  and  it  hod  aii  immediate  effect  upon  hui  whole 
character  and  conduct.  This  hitherto  desperate  and 
waudeiing  man  bad  now  an  enterprise  opened  to  his 
umbitiou,  which,  if  accomplished,  would  elevate  him  to 
liime  and  fortune,  and  entitle  him  to  rank  among  the 
greut  captains  and  discovereni  of  the  earth.  Hence- 
forth the  discovery  of  the  sea  beyond  the  mountains 
was  the  great  object  of  hi»  thoughts,  and  his  whole 
s](irit  seemed  roused  and  ennobled  by  the  idea," 

Itetuniuig  to  Darien,  Balboa  sent  word  to  Spain 
that  ho  had  fonnd  a  certain  chie  to  the  mighty  sea, 
requesting  that  reinforcements  might  be  sent.  Before, 
however,  the  news,  and  the  gold  which  accompanied  it, 
coiild  resell  the  court  of  Spain,  intelligence  Irom  that 
country  reached  the  colony,  with  the  information  that 
grave  charges  having  been  brought  against  him  for  hb 
treatment  of  yicuessa,  he  would  be  immediately  sum- 
moned to  Spain  to  answer  them.  This  indeed  seemetl 
a  death-blow  to  liia  ambitinus  projocts^  but  then  it 
occurred  to  him  that  one  brilliant  achievement  like  the 
discovery  of  a  new  ocean  would  gain  him  the  liivour 
of  his  sovereign ;  thus  he  at  once  resolved  to  make  the 
attempt  with  the  few  adventurers  who  were  attached 
to  his  fortunes. 

On  the  Ist  of  Septomber,  1S13,  £ftlboa  euihackxA 
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with  a  motley  crew  of  Spanisli  adventurers,  Xodiuu, 
and  a  celebrated  dog  immed  Leoncico,  his  coostaot 
companion  and  body  guard.  Landing  at  Ooyba,  tliB ' 
territory  of  bis  Indian  friend,  Careta,  he  left  half  hv 
t  charge  of  the  ships,  and  with  the  others  sat 
forth  for  the  mountaiii.  Nov  came  his  difficultiesi 
— troops,  worn  out  with  fatigue  and  the  disease  of  a 
pestilential  climate,  to  be  led  through  deep  marshes, 
nearly  impaanable  by  perpetual  rains,  over  raountainc 
covered  with  traeklesa  forests,  and  through  defiles 
from  which  Indians,  in  secure  arabuscade,  showered 
down  poisoned  arrows.  But  this  and  more  they  bore 
with  unflinching  coiu-age  and  untiring  peraeverancft 
At  length  they  reached  the  base  of  a  rocky  height,  £rani 
the  top  of  which  the  Indian  guards  declared  the  ks 
could  be  seen.  Balboa  commanded  a  bait,  and  climbed 
to  the  top. 

On  reaching  the  summit  the  long-deaired  pro^ieet 
burst  upon  his  view.  Below  him  extended  »  vatt 
chaos  of  rock  and  forest,  and  green  savannahs  and 
winding  Btroama;  while  at  a  distance  the  waters  of  the 
promised  ocean  glittered  in  the  morning  sun. 

Balboa  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  then  calling  to  fai> 
people  to  ascend,  he  said, — "  Behold,  my  frieuds,  tlnl 
glorious  sight  which  we  have  so  much  desired.  Letia 
give  thanks  to  Ood  that  he  has  granted  ns  tliia  graM 
honour  and  advantage.  Let  us  pray  to  him  to  gnidt 
and  aid  us  to  conquer  the  sea  and  land  which  yre  ban 
discovered,  and  into  which  the  Cliristian  has  new 
entered  to  prcitch  the  holy  doctrine  of  the  EvangeliM 
As  to  yourselves,  be  as  you  have  hitherto  been,  fai^fldl 

i  true  to  me,  and,  by  the  &vour  of  Christ,  you 
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the  Indies;  you  will  render  i 
your  kiug  that  ever  viiasal  rendered  to  his  lord;  and 
joa  will  htive  the  etcm^  glory  and  advantage  of  all 
it  is  Iiere  diiwovereil,  conquered,  and  converted  to 

holy  OttUiolic  faith." 
The  Spaniards  tlieu  embraced  their  leader,  and  the 
priest  will)  accompanied  the  party  chaDU-d  Te  Deunt 
Lavdamua;  after  which  Balboa  called  u]>ou  all  pre- 
vent to  witness  that  be  took  possession  of  that  sea,  its 
I  and  surmunding  lands,  in  the  name  of  the  sove- 
of  Caatile.     It  wnuld  seem  to  us  rather  an  inipu- 
kt  proceeding  were  a  shipload  of  stmlling  vagabond 
iturers,  from  some  unheard  of  and  yet-to-be-3is- 
■red  division  of  the  globe,  to  come  ashore  at  the 
End  in  Ccnuwall,  and  quiotly  take  poraeasiou  of 
British  Islands,  their  wealth  and  inhabitants,  m 
name  of  some  unknowD  sovereign;  yet  thus  did 
ni[AcioUB  and  piratical  Portuguese  and  Spaniards 
>gBntly  assume  the  right,  under  the  grant  of  the 
!,  of  seizing  not  only  the  st^as  and  islands  of  the 
ivagely  popuhited  West  Indies,  but  the  powerful  and 
.liied  E!mpire«  of  Mexico  and  Peru.     Let  my  young 
glance  at  the  map  of  the  nughty  Pacific  Ocean, 
li«    stupendous  audacity  of    these   people  will 
inish  him. 
This  the  greatest,  grandest  discovery  was  made  on 
2t>tb  of  Bejitember,   1513.      But  how,  thiuk  you, 
the  diaooverer  rewarded  t     Well,  Balboa  sent  mes- 

the  Mvereigns  of  Spain  with  the 

's,  and  to  solicit  an  appointment  commensurate 

servicea.     Beibr^  bowavar,  these  measuugeni 


portant  || 
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return  to  the  colony  a.  equailron  arrived,  bringing 
Fedrarioa  DaviJa,  with  orders  to  asaiime  tlie  govern- 
ment of  tUe  place.  Tbiw  man,  jealous  of  the  great 
actions  of  Balboa,  sought  every  opportunity  of  ruining 
him.  Indeed,  so  daring  was  he  in  his  hatred,  that  when 
Balboa'a  mesaongera  returned,  bringing  orders  from  tha 
■overeigns  for  Davila  to  invest  him  with  high  titles  and . 
command,  the  new  governor  withheld  the  roynl  letter; 
and  aubaequeutly  accuiiing  him  of  treason,  caused  him 
to  be  publicly  executed.  Thus  closed  the  brilliant 
career  of  Vasco  Nunez  de  Balboa,  the  discoverer  of  tha 
Pacific  Ocean. 

Notable  among  the  discoverers  of  the  Now  Worid' 
stands  the  name  of  Juan  Fence  de  Leou.  This  old  m 
Tenturer  having  sailed  with  Columbus,  had  grown  both  > 
rich  and  gray  in  tbe  colonial  service  of  Spain.  He  had 
long  been  governor  of  Porto  Rico,  but  being  divested 
of  his  coniniand,  a  burning  desire  seized  bim  to  emulate : 
the  enterprising  Columbus  by  t!;e  discovery  of  %■ 
third  world.  It  curiously  happened  that  white  he  w»a| 
thus  cogitating  which  way  he  should  strike  fortli  in 
unexplored  regions  around  him  he  fell  in  with  s 
old  Indiana.  Tliese  people  tnld  the  credulous  old' 
kaiUtonan  that  far  tn  the  north  there  existed  a  1 
^^^Hbig  in  gold  and  in  all  manner  of  delights,  hot 
HUPv-all,  possessing  a  river  of  such  wonderful  virtaS' 
^uiai  whoever  bathed  therein  would  bo  restored  tft' 
youth.  Ponce  de  Leon  believed  in  this  story;  yooth. 
and  wealth  were  to  be  hiit  for  the  search;  so  he  fitted 
out  three  ships  at  his  own  eK[>euse,  aud  after  a 
twenty-four  days'  sailing,  went  in  quest  of  the  couutry> 
,  which  possessed  the  wooderful  river;   but,   alas 


ir«cR)M  find  no  sucli  countiy.  He,  liowwer,  diK(U)vered  a 
veiy  important  land,  Mid  perceiving  it  first  upon  a 
Palm  Sunday  (P&scna  Florida),  lie  named  it  Florida, 
which,  if  not  so  important  to  himaelf  ua  the  ^untaiu 
of  youth,  proved  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  world, 
and  the  toeana  of  keeping  bia  name  green  in  the  history 
nf  maritime  discoveiy.  Nine  years  subsequently,  with 
the  hojio  of  emulating  the  fame  of  Coitr-e,  whose  oon- 
qiieitt  of  Mexiuo  was  in  the  minds  of  all,  the  gallant 
old  cavalier  made  a  descent  npon  the  coast,  but,  iu  a 
conteiit  with  the  Indiann,  received  a  wound  from  which 
he  died.  "  Thus  fate,"  «ayB  a  Spunish  ballad,  "  delights 
to  reverse  the  achemea  of  man."  The  discovery  that 
Ponce  de  Leon  flattered  himself  was  to  lead  to  a  means 
of  perpetuating  his  life  had  the  nltimate  effect  of 
liasteuiug  bia  death. 

In  many  of  the  islands,  and  in  various  pai-ta  of  the 
continent,  vioeroys  had  established  themselves  with 
more  despotic  power  than  that  possessed  even  by  the 
Buvereigns  of  Spain.  Theiw  men  had  two  main  objects ; 
tlie  fint  was  to  increase  their  wealth,  the  second  Co 
place  the  colonies  on  a  sound  basis.  To  effect  the 
latt«T,  Urge  gtants  of  land  were  given  to  the  colonists, 
on  which  they  raised  the  natuml  products  of  the 
soil — sugar,  the  beautifiU  dye-woods  of  the  country, 
and  the  precious  metals.  These  products,  however, 
were  not  raised  by  the  Spaniards;  for  no  European 
could  labour  in  these  climates.  It  was  done  by  cruelty, 
■eiang  the  Indiana,  and  distributing  tliem  amoug  the 
colonists  as  slaves;  and  to  comprehend  the  full  brutal- 
ity of  this  syutem,  you  must  know  tliat  these  poor 
Indiawr  ud  thdr  mentaa,  haTiog  been  nsed  to  &  ti& 
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of  indolence  and  ease,  were  so  unfitted  (or  tlie  toil 
forced  upon  tliem  by  the  Spaniards,  that  they  wasted 
ttway,  died  hy  thousands,  until  the  ]>0]mlation  threat' 
ened  t^  become  rapidly  exLansted.  This  system  of 
r^^arlimiento,  as  it  was  called,  bad  been  forbidden  by 
the  Spanish  sovereigns,  but  in  vain  ;  for  the  colonista- 
justified  their  cruelty  by  saying  that  "the  Indiftiu 
would  not  labour  without  compulalon,  and  that  luilew 
they  did  labour  they  could  not  be  brought  into  oom- 
niunication  witli  the  whites,  nor  be  converted  to 
Christinuity."  Here  let  it  be  said  that  it  was  in  t]ia 
name  of  religion  that  the  conquorora  of  the  New  World 
justified  every  act  of  mpucity  and  cruelty. 

In  the  year  1511,  Diego,  Uie  son  of  Columbus,  iriiO 
reigned  at  Hispaniola,  determined  upon  the  conquest 
and  eolunization  of  Cuba,  the  first  island  discovered  by 
his  father.  For  this  purpose  he  dospatcheil  &  fores 
under  Don  Diego  Velasques.  This  conquest  was  ef- 
fected with  comparatively  small  bloodshed.  One  iofi- 
dent,  however,  happened,  which  will  exhibit  how  tw- 
rible  was  the  name  of  8paaiard,  even  at  that  euij 
fterind,  among  tlie  natives. 

A  chief  named  Hutuey  having  fled  trora  the  omcilty 
of  the  Spaniards  at  St.  Domingo,  was  condemned  hf- 
Tetasquez  to  be  burned  alive  for  having  made  a  d»^ 
Iterate  reMstAncc.  At  the  stake  he  was  urged  to 
brace  Christianity,  that  bis  soul  might  find  adauaaoO'l 
into  huaven ;  but  he  asked  if  the  white  men  would 
there!  and  being  ani^wered  in  the  affirmative,  h» 
exclaimed, — "  Tlien  I  will  not  be  a  Christian ;  for  I 
would  not  go  again  te  a  place  where  I  must  find  men 
■o  crutd  1" 


TOYAOE  or   COIIDOVA. 

Telasquez  being  appointed  governor  of  the  new 
colony,  formed  seTeml  gettlements,  one  of  which, 
Bitaiit«d  to  the  south-o«st,  h«  named  St.  Jagu,  und  6spd 
upou  it  as  the  seat  of  Iiia  goverwnent.  To  «xpedit« 
llie  growth  of  the  colony,  Velasquez  offered  large 
grants  of  Und  to  all  who  would  sjettle  in  Onba  and 
work  the  sngar  cano  and  gold  mines.  It  would  appear, 
however,  that  the  number  of  cun<liiktes  miiat  have 
ezcoeded  the  Innds  to  be  granted ;  for  Benial  Diiu,  who 
was  oflenraids  one  of  the  cun<]uerora  of  Mexico, 
having  awaited,  with  ninny  others,  nearly  three  ynus 
for  Due  of  tlteae  grants,  aays,  "  Couaideriug  this,  there- 
fore, as  BO  much  loss  of  time,  une  hundred  and  t«u  of 
as  riected  (or  onr  captiun  a  ncli  Hidalgo,  named 
Fnnciaoo  Heraandex  de  Cordova,  and  det«rmined  to 
set  out  under  hb  uomraan<l  n  pon  a  voyage  of  discovery. 
For  this  purpose  we  bought  two  vesoelt  of  couaidentble 
burthen,  and  our  third  wa«  a  bark  which  we  obtained 
on  credit  from  the  Governor  Velasquez;  he,  however, 
proposed  as  a  condition  that  we  should  engage  the 
soldiers  to  make  a  descent  on  certain  islands,  to  seize  a 
numl)er  of  the  inhabitants  to  make  slaves  of  them." 
This,  indeed,  ia  asserted  by  Prescott  to  have  been  the 
real  abject  of  the  voyage,  and  it  seems  most  probable; 
fLT  there  was  a  great  want  of  slaves  in  the  isUnd,  and, 
notwithstanding  ita  illegality,  and  being  against  the 
espre^  oommauds  of  the  SjNinish  sovereigns,  Indian 
stealing  waa  the  common  ciutom  of  the  conqimrurs. 
The  old  soldier,  Dia^  however,  says,—"  But  when  the 
proposal  of  VelaMpicz  wa«  made  known  to  the  soldiers, 
we  to  a  man  rcJ'uMd  it,  saying  that  it  was  not  just, 
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nor  did  Grod  or  the  king  permit  that  free  men  should 
be  made  slaves." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  real  object  of  this 
expedition,  its  result  was  of  singular  importance, 
for  it  led  to  the  discovery  and  conquest  of  Mexico. 
Cordova  sailed ;  but  a  succession  of  heavy  gales  drove 
him  out  of  his  course,  which  was  to  the  Bahamas, 
and  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  he  found  himself  on 
a  strange  and  unknown  coast  (Yucatan).  When 
the  adventurers  went  ashore  they  were  astonished  at 
finding  evidences  of  a  superior  race  and  a  higher 
civilization  than  as  yet  had  been  met  with  among  the 
natives  of  the  New  World.  The  houses  were  of  much 
more  solid  materials,  the  soil  was  cultivated,  and  the 
inhabitants  were  clothed  with  gaiinents  of  cotton  of 
the  most  delicate  texture.  If,  however,  they  were 
more  civilized,  they  were  also  more  warlike;  for  at 
every  point  they  met  the  Spaniards  with  the  most 
deadly  hostility.  Indeed,  the  expedition  proved  very 
disastrous ;  for  out  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men  who 
had  left  Cuba,  but  one  half  the  number  returned  to 
that  island.  Among  the  latter  was  the  commander: 
he,  however,  died  of  his  wounds  a  few  days  afterwards. 

Sad  as  were  the  results  of  this  expedition,  the  news 
brought  to  Velasquez,  and,  still  more,  some  curiously 
wrought  golden  ornaments  which  had  been  taken  from 
the  natives,  decided  the  governor  upon  immediately 
sending  forth  another  and  more  formidable  squadron 
under  the  command  of  his  nephew,  Juan  de  Grijalva. 

Grijalva  seems  to  have  been  not  only  a  brave  but  a 
politic  commander;  for  although  upon  landing,  like 


^6«rdo7 
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■T«,  lie  ton  wttk  tbe  mat  mfmndiv  ncepuea, 
1m  ncooeded  in  boUiiig  wrenJ  conAmicH  «iifc  Ibv 
mtire  <AimA;  uul  in  exebu^  for  a  few  wocttlm 
Idja,  KiGh  u  bemds  md  trinkets  of  Eaiofwu  wan- 
boUut!,  ivcemd  ft  nch  tmsoTF  of  jevels,  p4d  oran- 
meots,  and  Teweb  of  tbe  most  &at>stie  hma  and 
worknwiubi^k  From  one  of  ihe&e  ctu«&,  Onjalra 
beard  of  th«  gnat  Mexieaa  empire  in  tbe  intmor, 
■md  )t«  Emperor  MonteEuma.  Indeed,  he  'tm  tbe  fine 
DATigntor  wbo  opened  «n  inteivouRe  with  tbe  Azteo. 
At  Bve«7  place  where  tfaifl  tiari^tor  stopped  he  »»», 
like  Cordova,  astoniabed  at  the  evidence  of  a  high 
nTitiBition,  but  moi«  especiallj  at  the  sight  of  laqge 
stone  crones  (evidently  the  objects  of  worship),  whieh 
he  met  with  in  vsriooB  spots.  Thus  being  reminded 
of  his  own  country    he   name^l    the    penioHnla   New 

At  length,  then,  veritable  news  of  a  golden  eni|iin< 
had  been  received.  The  probkble  future  nearly  drove 
Velasquez,  the  Governor  of  Cuba,  mad  with  joy.  The 
conquest  of  this  new  country  must  bo  underbiken :  lie 
nhouid  obtuib  the  glory  as  well  as  some  EoUd  benefits. 
At  once  he  deepatchMl  his  chaplain  to  Spain  witli 
the  intelligencv,  and  the  royal  shiu«  of  the  Mexican 
gold ;  and  lastly,  to  solicit  tbe  sovereigns'  permission 
to  proceed  with  the  conquest  and  colonization  of  the 
new  regions  of  gold.  But  a  long  time  must  eJupse 
before  ho  could  receive  an  answer  from  S|>ain :  hti 
would  not,  be  could  not  wait.  So  he  detertuined  at 
once  upon  fitting  out  an  anu&ment.  But  a  nuin  wa.s 
required  who  would  share  the  cost  of  such  an  expedi- 
tion, and,  morsover,  fitting  to  take  the  oomuuuul — 
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one  who  would  not  make  himself  independent  There 
were  but  few  men  living  who  could  have  suocessfully 
filled  that  post  One  of  those  was  Hernando  Cortes; 
and  tie  obtained  it,  afterwards  to  the  great  chagriu 
and  bitter  regret  of  Velasquez  himself,  who  bestowed  it 
upon  him.  But  how  all  that  came  about;  in  &ct, 
how  a  wild,  reckless  youth  became  a  great  hero,  and 
obtained  immortal  fame,  we  shall  see  in  the  following 
pages. 


TUE 
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THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 
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CORTES  THE  COKIJUEEOE. 


ShouU)  any  among  mj  young  reiut«rs  pine  for  &  larger 
circle  of  relations,  let  them  set  manfully  hi  work  to 
nuiltc  themselves  celebrated,  and,  if  BiiccessfLil,  they  will 
no  longer  have  cause  to  complain ;  nay,  in  all  pro- 
bability, they  wilt  speedily  discover  a  kindred  as 
numerous  as  a  Scotch  clau.  Cities  have  contended 
for  the  honour  of  having  given  birth  to  the  blind 
beggar  Homer.  The  proudest  nobles  in  Italy,  who 
would  never  have  heard  of  the  0«noeBO  sailor  Colon, 
laid  claim  to  the  blood  and  estates  of  the  great  admiral 
and  lofty  titled  discoverer  of  the  "  Indies."  Thus 
liiKtoriaos  have  oleverly  traced  the  genealogy  of  the 
celebrated  uian  who  is  to  be  the  hero  of  the  follow- 
ing narrative  back  to  a  pre-historic  era,  to,  in  fact, 
the  Lombard  kings,  whotte  posterity  nltiniatety  eato- 
Uished  themselvee  in  Arrsgon  under  the  Qothic 
monarchy. 

Hernando  Cortes,  who  was  bom  at  Medellia,  in  the 
pruviniw  of  Estremadnra,  in  the  year  1485,  was  the 
son  of  Martin  Oorteis  de  Monroy,  a  captain  of  infantry, 
»  man  of  honour  and  uicoUent  reputation,  and  DoSa 
Cstaliiia  Piffln-o  AHramirann,  his  wifo.  Of  the  early 
years  of  Cortes  but  little  ia  known,  and  that  little  h 
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I  not  to  his  advantage  or  for  tlie  example  of  my  readers; 

r  for,  whatever  may  have  l>een  the  case  in  the  stormj 
period  knowa  aa  the  Middle  Ages,  it  Is  rure  indeed  at 
the  preBent  time  tlmt  a.  wild,  vuisettled  youth  develops 
into  a  wise  or  gn^t  man. 

The  cftptnin  waa  not  by  any  means  rich;  still,  per- 
ceiviog  Borne  talent  in  the  boy,  ha  exerted  himself  ta 
Bend  him  to  the  nniversity  of  Salanianoft,  with  a  view 
to  his  studying  the  law.  Cortes  was  therefore  » 
college  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  Learning,  however,  wM 
not  to  his  taste:  so,  oAer  loitering  away  two  jean,  he 
returned  home,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  his  parent!. 
"  He  now  passed  his  days,"  says  hia  biographer 
the  idle,  unprofitable  manner  of  one  who,  too  wiliol 
to  he  guided  by  others,  proposes  no  object  to  bimsel£ 
His  buoyant  spirits  were  continually  breaJting  oQt  in 
troublesome  frolics  and  capricious  humours,  quite  it 
variance  with  the  orderly  habits  of  his  father's 
hold."  This  is  a  very  mild  description  of  one  wht, 
whatever  lie  may  have  Ijeeome  in  after  life,  i 
yonth  an  incorrigible  scamp.  At  the  age  of  s 
he  had  an  opportunity  ol'  gratifying  his  love  of  sdvi 
ture  by  accompanying  Don  Nicholas  de  Ovnndo,  1 
having  been  appointed  Governor  of  HispaniolB,  1 
proceeding  to  the  New  World  in  command  of  i 
splendid  armanicnt.  A_  few  days,  however, 
that  commander  sailed,  he  was  engaged  in  a  ' 
and  disreputable  nocturnal  adventure,  the  result  <f 
which  was  an  accident  that  confined  him  to  his  k 
until  after  the  fleet  had  set  out.  Kecovorina  in  ■' 
short  time,  he  txtntinued  the  same  course  of  Ilia  A 
about  two  years,  when,  another  opportunity  o 
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he  joined  a  small  squadron  bound  to  tbe  Indian 
islands.  Tfaua,  in  tbe  year  1504,  at  nineteen  yeiii«  of 
age,  Heraando  Cortes,  the  idler,  aud  worse,  of  Cadiz 
and  8ei-ille,  quitted  hia  country,  it  may  be  said 
doubly  fi»r  bis  country's  good.  Twenty-four  years 
afterwards  he  returned  to  find  the  Old  World  ringing 
with  his  achievi'inents  and  fame;  for  be  came  baek  tbe 
greatest  captmu  aud  conqueror  of  his  age. 

Of  CO  line,  otweqiuouH  contemporary  biographers  must 
rclutv  some  wonderful  event  at  different  jMrioda  in  the 
carenr  of  si)  great  a  celebrity;  so.  out  of  an  ordinniy 
oocurrenoo  during  thia^firet  voyage,  they  create  a 
miracle.  The  caiitain  of  tbe  Hhlp  in  which  Cortes 
Bailed  cunningly  thought  to  reach  the  laland  of  Hib- 
jiaiiiola  in  advance  of  his  brother  cuptains,  in  order  that 
he  might  secure  the  market  t«  himself  To  do  this,  one 
night  while  tbe  squadron  waa  anchored  otT  the  Canaries 
taking  in  supplies,  he  stole  away.  A  great  storm,  how- 
ever, coming  on,  he  was  driven  out  of  his  trauk,  and 
thus  lost  his  i-eckoniug.  For  many  dava  the  crew  were 
in  grent  npprelienaion,  when  one  morning  a  white  dove 
lighted  on  the  Ui\i  of  the  tauat.  The  bird  having  rested, 
again  flew  away,  and  following  the  course  of  its  flight, 
they  soon  came  in  sight  of  Ilispaniola,  whitjh  port,  by 
the  way,  the  artful  rogue  bad  the  mortitication  to 
find  had  been  reached  ttomu  days  previously  by  the 
other  cuptniDB,  who  had  sold  uU  their  cargoes.  The 
only  mintcle  was  the  foiling  of  a  knave  by  bis  own 
conning. 

Upon  aniving  at  Hispaniola,  our  hero,  impatient  to 
commence  a  career  of  adventure  by  which  the  much 
coveted  gold  was  to  be  won,  lost  no  lime  in  caJllu;^ 


I  kiucU^,  telling  him  Uwt  then  wu  no  doo' 
he  would  soon  receive  a.  grant  of  land  to  oe 
"  But,"  replied  Cortes,  whoai  niiiid  was  liet 
i  much  cosier  method  of  obtaining  wealth,  " 
here  to  get  gold;  not  to  till  the  soil  like  a  p 
Nevertheless,  the  young  adventurer  had  aufiunt 
ning  to  prefer  "a  bird  in  ^lo  hand  to  tw^ 
bush ; "  for  soon  after,  the  governor  retumii^fl 
he  condescended  to  accept  the  grant  of  liN| 
ft  reparti'miento  of  Indians  to  till  it.  He  1 
appointed  notary  of   a    town    or    settlement 

For  about  e«ven  yeurs  Cortes  patiently,  o 
probably  impatiently,  awaited  his  opportnnity,  J 
this  period  he  seema  to  have  relieved  the  mai^ 
hia  civilian  occupations  by  a  course  of  iwinai 
duct  similar  to  that  he  had  followed  in  Sps 
which  led  bim  into  so  many  duels,  that  the  scai 
deep  and  numerous,  received  in  these  encoimti 
£gured  his  handsome  face  to  the  last  h 

i  again  found  vent  for  hia  enterpriung  lj 
mjaajiae  OwaSa'a  lievXeaaxa  ii 


ise  encoimti 
it  hour  oCl 
rpriung  H 
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1  Aat  r«rly  period  good  fortune  Beetan  to  have  waited 
t)|)on  the  future  conqiierurj  for  it  was  only  l>]r  a 
timely  illneas  that  he  was  pri'veated  from  joining  that 
expedition  led  fay  Nicuesae,  the  Bad  and  tragic  fat«  of 
which  we  have  seen  in  the  previous  chapter. 

In  1511  the  above-named  Telaeqiiez  undertook  the 
subjection  of  Cuba,  Cortes  accompanied  him,  and  bo 
well  and  valiantly  did  he  behave  throughout  the  war 
that,  after  the  conquest,  the  new  governor,  Velaflquee, 
mode  him  his  secretary.  The  friendship,  howcveri 
Boon  met  with  a  serious  intemiption.  Cortes  won 
and  trifled  with  the  afiectioas  of  a  yuung  lady,  Dofia 
Catalina  Pacheca  He  liad  promised  to  marry  her; 
but  refusing  to  keep  his  promise,  the  governor,  who 
was  interested  in  the  family,  remonstrated  with  him. 
Cortea,  who  could  ill  bear  rebuke,  from  that  moment 
disliked  his  chief;  nay,  even  went  so  far  as  to  enter 
into  the  plans  of  a  disaffected  [larty  of  the  colonista, 
who  intended  to  proceed  to  HLj]>aniola  and  hiy  their 
coniplaintfl  against  Velasquez  before  the  governor  of 
that  island,  under  whom  Velasquez  himself  held  his 
own  commiasiou.  Tliis  conspiracy,  however,  becoming 
known  to  the  governor,  he  inunedial«ly  caused  Cortes 
to  be  heavily  iroiiej  and  tlirown  into  prison;  nay,  it  ia 
said,  would  liave  hanged  him,  but  for  the  interference 
of  some  powerful  friends. 

Fi-om  the  prison  and  his  Cettera  Cortes  contrived  to 
escape,  and  he  took  refnge  iu  a  neighbouring  church  to 
the  great  rage  of  VelasqueK,  who,  although  he  dared  not 
violate  the  Banctuaiy,  set  a  guard  around  it,  with 
orders  to  seiie  him  should  he  ventui-o  without  the 
walla.     One  day  he  did  so  venture,  and  instantly  a 


1  named  Jiiiin  Esciidcpo  j>iuioned  him  from  bcbiiii^; 
the  othera  mshefl  to  his  aid,  and  Ciirtes  was  agfiin  % 
prisoner.  This  Juan  Escudem  was  aftei'Wai'da  hftDgtd 
in  New  Spain  hy  the  order  of  Cortea. 

Thei  morning  after  his  recapture  he  was  placed  m 
board  a  ship  to  be  tfiken  to  Uispaniola,  to  be  tried  fut 
his  crime  against  his  auperior.  It  aeema,  bowever,  to 
have  been  no  easy  matter  to  keep  him  in  durance;  foe 
at  night,  while  the  ehip  lay  at  anchor,  he  once  mote 
slipped  his  chains,  leaped  int«  the  water,  and  swam 
aahore,  where  he  again  sought  r«fiige  in  the  cburdt. 
For  this  escape  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  be  waa 
indebted  to  the  soldiers,  with  whom  bis  hiunmtr  and 
careless,  kindly  manner  had  made  him  very  popular. 

Shortly  after  this  last  flight  Corteti  aaw  some  ttwok 
to  relinquish  his  objections  to  the  marriage  with  '. 
Catatina.  In  aU  probability  it  was  the  wretched 
of  his  ppcuniary  affairs ;  for  the  good  Bishop  Laa  Csm^ 
who  knew  him  well  at  the  time,  stiktes  that  thn 
"Cort*^  waa  so  poor  and  lowly,  tliat  he  woiiW  gladly 
have  reeeived  any  favour  from  the  meanest  of  Veil*- 
qnez's  attendants."  The  consequence  of  this  mAma^ 
■was  a  Bjieedy  reconciliation  with  the  governor,  wta 
.  made  bim  a  grant  of  territory  with  a  liberal 
miento  of  Indians.  Cortes  thea  settled  down  upon  hii 
estate,  and  worked  bo  stuadily  at  its  improvement  tint 
is  leas  than  seven  years  he  had  accumulated 
able  sum  of  money.  Thus  happily  domesticated 
hia  amiable  and  beautiful  wife,  stAcking  liia  plantatMi 
ftnd  working  aome  gold  mines  that  had  fiillBQ  to  bil 
,  he  would  in  all  probability  have  paneed  d» 
rest  of  his  days,  had  it  not  been  for  the  arrinl  tt 
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Ivaradij  from  tlio  coast  of  Yucatan  witli  tbe  news  of 
the  discoveries  of  Grijalva.  The  goldeu  results  of  hiit 
traffic  with  the  nativeB  sent  all  the  colonists,  from 
governor  to  drammer  boy,  road  with  joj  and  anticipa- 
tion for  the  aocamplishment  of  this  discovery,  which 
tbt'j  regarded  aa  but  a  triHing  indicatioii  of  the  un- 
bounded wealth  to  be  had  only  for  the  looking  for. 

A*  we  have  eeen  in  the  laat  chapter,  Velasquez 
ifisolved  ut  onc«  njKin  fitting  out  an  armament  for  the 
purpose  of  following  up  the  discoveries  of  his  nephew, 
OrijalvR.  He  wanted,  however,  a.  commander  who 
could  not  only  share  the  enpeDsei<,  but  one  of  a  temper 
so  Runmbitious  and  obecbent,  that  in  the  event  of  suc- 
cess he  Kuuld  not  seek  to  inake  himself  independent 
— ft  man,  in  feet,  who,  for  a  [lortiou  of  the  profits,  woold 
do  all  the  work,  and  give  to  Velastiuez  all  the  glory. 
Unfortunately  fur  his  own  interests,  but  luckily  for 
Spain,  the  governor  pei-nutt«d  himself  to  be  persuaded  to 
a  j>|Kiint  Hernando  Cort«s  captaj-n-general  of  the  armada. 

Brutus  feigned  idiocy  in  the  court  of  Tarquin, 
till  the  death  uf  Lucretia  gave  him  tbe  opjiortunity 
of  dia|>laying  those  qualities  which  destroyed  a  dynsfity 
of  tyrants  and  created  a  republic.  Pope  SLxtua  V. 
hypocritirailly  crept  along  the  earth  like  the  meanest  of 
insccU,  simulating  one  foot  in  the  grave,  so  that 
the  conclave  had  no  heijitation  in  electing  to  tbe  papal 
cliair  a  moribund  cardinal ;  but  once  enthroned,  his 
IMiwerful  intellect  aiid  will  shiMik  every  tyrant  lesser 
than  himself  Btenxi,  also,  it  is  taid,  simulatt'd  the 
buffoon  in  the  halls  of  the  proud  nobles,  hie  patrons, 
till  his  opportunity  came, 

Cortes  had  been  abiding  /lU  time  from  the  hour 
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of  his  quitting  Spain.  It  had  now  come;  h 
have  an  independent  commRnd.  None  knew  better 
than  he  the  full  import  of  the  discoveries  of  Grijalva 
At  once  hia  mind  grasped  the  idea  that  tliese  uct 
countries  were  but  indicatory  outposts  of  that  great 
empire  to  the  far  west,  of  wUioh  several  marinen 
had  gathered  dark  hints,  and  which  Colnmhus,  ia 
his  visit  to  Honduras  in  1503,  so  narrowly  i 
by  striking  to  the  south  in  quest  of  the  strait  hs 
supposed  would  lend  to  India,  instead  of  keejung  > 
northern  course.  "  From  the  hour  of  his  appoint- 
ment," says  his  biographer,  "the  deportment  of  Cortei 
seemed  to  undergo  a  change.  His  thoughts,  instead, 
of  evaporating  in  empty  levities,  or  idle  flashes  of 
merriment,  were  wholly  concentrated  on  the  great 
object  to  which  he  was  devoted.  His  elastic  sjurit 
was  shown  in  cheering  and  stimulating  the  codk 
panions  of  his  toilsome  duties,  and  be  was  aroosed 
to  a  generous  enthusiasm,  of  which  even  those  wbQ 
knew  tiini  beat  had  not  conceived  him  capable. 
applied  at  once  all  the  money  in  his  possessioi 
fitting  out  the  armament  He  raised  more  by  th«< 
mortgage  of  his  estates,  and  by  giving  his  obligate 
to  some  wealthy  merchants  of  the  place,  who  relied! 
for  repayment  on  the  success  of  the  expeditioi 

The  monies  thus  acquired  he  exhausted  in  the  pm^' 
chase  of  vessels,  provisions,  and  military  storey  i 
he  invited  recruits  by  offers  of  assistance  to  such  a 
too  poor  to  provide  for  themselves,  and  by  the  additiout, 
promise  of  a  liberal  share  of  the  anticipated  profils.' 
None  knew  better  than  our  captain-general  the  i 
uiceofdue  "  pomp  and  circumstance  "  intlieiwdw 
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Mo^  of  sucli  an  exjiedition.  Accordingly,  ho  assumed 
more  atete  in  his  dreu,  "  wearing  now,"  eayx  one  of 
kis  officers  Benud  Diaz,  "a  jihuue  of  feathers  ouil  a 
gold  uvdal  in  his  cap,  which  ornaments  became  him 
very  well"  His  great  standard  was  composed  of  rich 
black  velvet,  embroidered  with  gold,  and  cm>ilBj:oiied 
with  a  red  cross,  amidst  Aames  of  blue  and  white, 
with  this  motto  in  lAtiu,  "  Brothers,  foUow  tliis  holy 
cross  with  true  faith,  for  with  it  we  shall  conquer." 

Then  it  was  proclaimed  by  drum  and  trumjjet  that 
all  who  woald  enrol  themselves  beneath  this  standard 
should,  as  soon  as  the  conquest  was  eOected,  have 
their  full  share  of  gold  and  land.  This  proclamation 
was  ti'i  sooner  made,  Diaz  tells  ub,  "  than,  by  general 
iuciination,  as  well  as  the  private  influence  of  the 
new  geneiiil,  votunteere  offered  themselves  everywhere. 
Kotbing  was  to  be  seen  or  spoken  of  but  filing 
lands,  to  jiurcliasu  arms  and  horses,  cjuilting  coats  of 
niail,  maldng  bread,  and  salting  pork  for  sea'  stores." 
Ill  an  iacre<libly  short  time  three  hundred  recruits — 
a  gi'eat  number  for  so  small  a  colony — had  flocked 
to  the  standard,  among  whom  were  the  following 
men  of  rank  belonging  to  the  governor's  household: — 
Diego  de  Ordas,  F.  de  Morla,  Escobra,  Hei-cda,  Ruauo, 
Escudero,  Bamos  de  Lares,  and  others  whom  Velasquez 
had  appointed  to  accompany  the  expedition  in  the 
quality  of  spies  Upon  tlie  actions  of  Cortes ;  for  already 
had  the  gi«at  popularity  of  the  general  excited  the 
governor's  jealous  suspicions.  Cortes  is  described  by 
a  contemporaiy  as  being  at  this  jieriud  <*  between  thirty- 
three  and  thirty-four  years  of  age,  about  the  middle 
size,  pole  ooinj)lexioD,  dark  eyes,  and  a  grave  counten- 
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Buce,  a  slender  figure,  deep  chest,  and  broad  sUoalJers, 
but  of  mnacular  and  well-pro|>ortioned  fmme — anch 
physical  powers,  indeed,  ae  qualified  him  to  eses\  m 
fencing,  horaemaasbip,  and  other  chivalrous  exercises; 
alao  as  being  temperate,  careless  of  what  he  ate,  and 
quite  indifl'ereut  to  toil  and  privationB.  Hia  dress  wai 
neither  grand  nor  striMcg,  but  rich,  and  adapted  to 
show  his  handsome  form  to  advantage.  The  orna- 
ments he  wore  were  few,  hut  of  great  cost  His 
manners,  &ank  and  soldierlike,  ooucealed  a  cool  and 
cfllcttlating  spirit  In  his  gayest  humour  there  vu 
mingled  a  settled  air  of  i^esolntion,  which  made  those 
who  approached  him  feel  they  must  obey,  and  which 
infiised  ijomething  like  awe  into  the  attachment  of  hi* 
most  devoted  followers." 

The  commission  once  in  his  possession,  aa  we  havB 
seen,  Cortes  lost  no  time  in  making  his  preparations. 
For  this  he  had  good  reason.  The  friends  and  relation* 
of  Velasquer,  envying  the  position  and  popularity  of  the 
new  genei'al,  sought  every  means  to  incline  the  governor 
to  rescind  hia  appointment;  and  this  he  was  ultimately 
induced  to  do,  it  is  said,  by  the  following  incident: — 
Tou  know,  in  the  Middle  Ages,  it  was  the  custom  for 
most  men  of  high  rank  and  power  to  have  about  them 
jesters  or  fools,  who  were  permitted  to  use  a  liberty  d 
speech  that,  in  many  instances,  would  have  cost  their 
superiors  their  lives.  One  of  these  attended  the  pemn 
of  Velasquez  as  he  was  walking  one  morning,  with 
Cortes,  down  to  tlie  port,  to  examine  the  sfaipa.  Now 
this  fuol  was  either  a  man  of  deep  foresight  or  bitd  had 
thewordsprepRredforhimby  tlie  enemies  of  the  geDenl; 
for  during  the  walk  he  said, — "  Have  a  care,  MasUr 
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Telaaqnez,  or  we  ahall  liare  to  go  ahunling  some  day 
or  other  after  this  nine  captain  of  onrs,"  "  Cortes,  do 
yoTi  bear  what  tbe  rogue  saysT"  asked  tho  governor. 
"  Do  Dot  beed  him ;  he  is  a  scurvy  knave,  and  deservw 
ft  good  wliippiog,'*  replied  the  general  But  the  go- 
vernor liid  heed  the  fool;  nay,  so  much  eu,  that  by  n 
little  mure  jiersuamon  from  the  enemies  of  Cortes,  hs 
resolved  to  supersede  him  in  hiu  command.  Curteti, 
however,  getting  a  hiut  of  this  resolution,  and,  more- 
over, that  it  was  to  be  acted  upon  on  a  certain  day, 
expedited  matters,  and  that,  t«o,  so  quietly,  that  the 
evening  before  he  got  all  bis  ofiicers  and  men  t^^ether, 
told  them  his  iuspicious  of  the  injury  intended  him, 
and  that  therefore,  unpre])fu'ed  as  he  was,  he  should 
Biiil  thnt  very  night.  The  love  for  Cortoa  was  never 
lietter  shown ;  for  at  midnight,  when  the  town  was 
liushuit  in  sleep,  they  all  went  quietly  on  bourd,  luid 
the  littln  squadron  of  six  ships  dropped  down  the  buy. 
Imngino  th«  astonishment  of  the  people  of  Ht.  Jago  in 
the  morning,  at  witnessing  the  departure  of  the  fleet; 
bIho  the  rage  of  the  outwitted  Velasquez,  when  the 
iutelHg(-uce  was  brought  to  him  as  he  Uy  in  bedl  In 
B  few  mtuutm  he  had  dressed,  mounted  his  borae,  and, 
fullowed  by  hia  retinue,  had  galloped  down  to  tbe 
quay. 

Cortes,  perceiving  the  approach  of  his  superior,  en- 
tered an  armed  boat,  and  was  rowed  within  cur-shot  of 
the  shore.  "  Is  it  thus  you  part  from  mel"  exchiimed 
tho  governor,  lialf-cfaoked  with  rage.  "  A  coui-teoua 
way  of  taking  leave,  truly." 

"  Pardon  me,"  n-pUed  our  hero,  "  time  presses,  and 
there  on;  miiud  Uilup  that  abould  be  doue  before  they 
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are  even  thoiigbt  o£  Haa  your  excellency  any  cora- 
niandal"  But  the  mortified  Velasquez  making  no 
reply,  Cortes  retiirued  to  his  vessel,  and  the  fleet  set 
sail  for  the  port  of  Mncoca,  about  fifteen  leagiiea  dis- 
tant At  this  port  Cortes  laid  in  such  etorea  aa  he 
could  obtain,  and  then  sailed  for  Trinidad,  a  town  upon 
the  soutlicm  coast  of  Cuba, 

At  Trinidad  Cortea  found  that  his  fame  had  marched 
n  greatly  in  advance,  that  when  he  set  up  his  standard, 
volunteers  flocked  to  it  from  all  quarters;  and  i 
,  valuable  recruits  they  were.  One  hundred  were  ftom, 
Grijolva's  squadron :  they  had  just  returned  from  th^ : 
voyage,  uid  brought  iDi]K>rtaut  iiifonnatinn.  Then  b 
was  joined  by  many  men  of  rank, — Pedro  de  Alvando ' 
and  his  brothers;  Christoval  de  Olid ;  Alouzo  de  Avila; 
Juan  Velasquez  ds  LeoD,  a  near  relation  of  the  ] 
vemor;  Alonm  Hemandes;  Puerto  C'arrero;  u 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval — the  greater  part  captains  whi 
played  as  mighty  a  part  in  the  Iliad  of  Mezioo,  MJ 
whose  fame  will  be  as  enduring  as  that  of  the  captaini' 
who  laid  in  ashes  the  proud  city  of  Troy.  These  leaden 
nud  Cortes  in  a  body,  and  were  received  by  hia  littlg 
army  with  music  and  salvos  of  artillery. 

While  they  were  laying  in  stoi'es,  the  geueral  heard 
that  a  trading  ship,  heavily  laden  with  grain  for  tLs 
miners,  wa#  off  the  coast.  This  was  joyful  news.  So 
he  sent  forth  one  of  hia  caravels  to  capture  and  bring 
her  into  port.  This  being  accmaplishud,  ho  paid  £ 
deno,  the  captain,  in  bills;  and  bo  well  satisfied  K 
Sedeuo  with  the  transaction,  that  he  was  eaaily  pa>- 
I  Buaded  lo  enlist  Lis  person  and  wealth  in  the  expeditioOi 
I  ThNi  hearing  that  another  trading  ship  was  off  tbi 


TELASqDEZ  KKDEATOOBS  TO  SEIZE  CORTE& 

«oast,  Cortca  sent  Diego  de  Ordaz  in  quest,  with  ordsra 
to  eeise  it,  nnd  to  meet  him  off  C'upe  St.  Antonio,  the 
irerterly  point  of  the  iaiand.  His  main  object  in  select' 
isg  OrJ&z  for  thia  duty  wax,  the  getting  rid  of  a  man 
who,  belonging  to  the  housebolil  of  Velaaijuea,  might 
prove  an  awkward  spy  upon  his  actions. 

About  this  time  Verdugo,  who  waa  governor  of 
Trinidad,  and  the  brother-in-law  of  Velaaquei,  was 
commanded  by  the  latt«r  to  seize  and  imprison  Cortea. 
This,  however,  Verdngo  did  not  dare,  for  fear  the 
soldiers  would  have  laid  the  town  in  ashes.  Then 
Bending  Alvarado  with  a  small  body  of  mon  to  march 
across  the  countty  to  the  Hatanna,  in  order  tlint  he 
might  piclf  np  recruits  in  the  way,  Cort«a,  with  tlie 
main  body,  took  to  the  ships,  and  sailed  round  to  the 
sanie  town  by  a  westerly  conrse.  At  this  pkee  ha 
niArHhatied  his  troopn,  and  arranged  Ihcm  into  eleven 
companies,  placing  each  nnder  the  command  of  an 
experienced  cavalier. 

At  this  town  VpUsquez  again  endeavoured  to  have 
the  general  arrested;  but  Barba,  the  governor,  could 
not  have  obeyed  tJie  coihmand  of  Vulusquez  even  if  he 
bad  had  tha  incUnatiou;  for,  says  Diaz,  "All  the 
army,  office™  and  privates,  would  have  cheerfully  laid 
down  their  lives  for  him.  Cortes,  however,  wrote  a 
civil  Ivttur  to  Ttlasquea,  begging  that  his  excellenry 
wnul4  rely  on  liis  duvotiun  to  his  interests,  and  the 
fuUowing  day  the  expedition  sailed  for  Cape  Antonio. 

Landing  on  the  cape,  the  general  mustered  and 
reviuwod  his  troojia.  They  consisted  of  one  hundred 
*ud  tt-u  mariners,  five  hundred  and  fifty-thrco  soldiers, 
including    thirty-two    cross  -  bowmen,    and    thirteen 
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ai'qiiebusiera,  besidea  two  hundred  natives  of  tlie 
islaada,  and  a  few  Indian  women  for  menitil  officer 
He  was  provided  witli  ten  heavy  gims,  four  lighMr 
pieces,  called  falconets,  a  good  supply  of  ammunition^ 
but  only  iuxt«en  horses.  With  this  handful  of  men  he 
waa  about  to  attemiifc  the  cooquest  of  a  great,  popu- 
lous, and  warlike  empire.  That  he  was  well  awai 
the  difficulties  with  which  he  should  have  to  cont«id| 
aud  at  the  same  time  had  resolved  to  aumiouut  the1I^ 
is  evinced  by  the  speech  he  made  to  the  troops  just 
before  their  re-embHrkatimi.  He  apjiealed  to  their 
ambition,  avarice,  and  religious  zeal.  He  told  i 
they  were  engaged  in  aa  enterprise  that  would  malM 
their  names  famous  in  after  ages ;  that  they  were  enter 
ing  into  countries  more  vast  and  wealthy  than  any  ei 
before  visited  by  Europeans.  "  I  hold  out  to  you," 
added,  "  a  glorious  prize ;  but  it  is  to  be  won  only  \n 
incessant  toil.  Great  things  are  achieved  only  by  great 
exertions,  and  glory  was  never  the  reward  of  alotli.  If 
1  have  laboured  hard,  and  staked  my  all  in  this  1mde^ 
taking,  it  is  for  the  love  of  that  renown  which  is  the 
noblest  recompense  of  man.  But,  if  any  among  jnM 
covet  riches  more,  be  but  true  to  me,  as  I  will  be  tent 
to  you  and  to  the  occasion,  and  I  will  make  yon 
maat^rs  of  such  wealth  as  our  countrymen  have  neva 
dreamed  of.  You  are  few  in  number,  but  strong  il 
resolution;  and,  if  this  doeii  not  falter,  doubt  not  balj 
that  the  Almighty,  who  lias  never  deserted  the  SpnnkM] 
in  his  contest  with  the  inlidel,  will  shield  yoa,  thonn 
encompassed  by  a  cloud  of  enemies ;  for  your  cause  iU 
a  JKit  ermte,  and  you  are  to  fight  under  the  banner  m 
the  cross.     Go  forward,  then,  with  alacrity  utd  COoM 
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,  and  aurj  to  a  glorioua  ig»ue  the  work  so 
auBpicioudy  b^un." 

Thus,  you  ace,  the  conquest  and  plunder  of  a  inighty 
empire,  die  dethronement  of  the  heir  ot  an  aneient 
line  of  princes,  and  the  destruction  or  enslAring  of  a 
people,  were  regarded  by  those  daring  adTenturers  aa 
»  ]irooeeding  ao  righteous  that  Heaven  would  openly 
inttnfere  in  tiieir  faronr.  It  would  be  unjust,  how- 
ever, to  measuTO  the  arts  of  the  couquerors  by  the 
EtBiiiianl  of  our  own  time;  for  in  those  days  there  waa 
perhn{>s  not  a  single  nation  in  Christendom  who  would 
not  have  regarded  it  rather  aa  a  holy  crusade  than  as 
a  piraticnl  eipedition.  By  the  rude  soldieta  them- 
selves tlie  miuHUcre  and  plunder  of  the  heathra  was 
held  us  liut  one  degree  lesa  meritorioua  than  their  con- 
version to  Christianity. 

Although  there  la  little  doubt  that  the  eotiijii^t  of 
Mexico  had  entered  tlie  mind  of  Cortes  fi-om  the 
iustant  he  bod  received  the  command,  it  may  be 
clearly  seen  that  no  such  thought  had  been  enter- 
tained by  tlie  Governor  of  Cuba,  from  lua  iuBtmctiona 
to  Cortes,  which  were  to  the  following  effect: — /irrf, 
H(*  was  to  seek  for  the  mi.'oing  Grijalva.  Seeondlif,  He 
waa  to  cause  search  to  be  mode  for  some  Spaniards 
whom  Cordova,  upon  his  return  to  Cuba,  had  reported 
toliB  living  with  tliB  Indians  somewhere  njion  the  coast 
of  Yucatan.  Thirdly,  He  waa  to  barter  with  the 
nativea,  to  da  thtm  rto  wrong,  but  treat  them  kindly 
and  with  humanity,  and,  above  all  Aingg,  to  bear  iu 
mind  that  the  object  which  the  sovereign  of  Sjuin  had 
mont  at  heart  was  their  conversion  to  Chriatiauity. 
He  was  to  imprcsB  upon  the  natives  the  greatueiss  of 
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the  Spaniah  monarch,  ami  to  invite  them  "  to  give  in 
their  allegiance  to  his  niaje.st;,  and  to  manifest  it  by 
regaling  him  witli  such  comfortable  present*  of  gold, 
pearls,  and  precious  atones,  as  would  ahow  their  own. 
good-will,  and  secure  Ids  favour  and  protection." 
Further,  Cortes  was  to  survey  the  coast,  bays,  and 
inlets,  for  the  benefit  of  future  navigators;  and  U> 
leam  all  he  could  of  the  country,  its  natural  prodnc' 
lions,  the  people,  and  their  mannera,  customs,  and 
institutions. 

With  these  instructions,  Cortes  and  his  companions 
sailed  for  Yucatan  on  the  10th  day  of  February, 
1519.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was  comparatively 
simple — its  results  colossal 
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^"  paELDUNAXT  OOKICBA  ^ 

SooK  after  Bailing,  tbe  bi»Te  little  fleet  mffored  sererelr 
from  a  violent  tempest,  and  this  cAimng  Cortes  to 
lingpT  behind  for  the  purpose  of  convoying  a  diAbled 
ship,  he  vat  among  the  Uat  to  nnch  the  Island  of 
Cozuroet,  near  Yncatan.  Upon  his  Unding,  howerer, 
he  heard  that  one  of  his  enptains  (Alviur&doX  who  had 
arriTed  two  days  before,  had  ordered  his  men  to  enter 
the  native  town,  plunder  the  temple  of  its  ornaments, 
and  rob  the  [leople  ;  some  of  whom  he  had  also  taken 
prisonera.  The  oouaeqnence  of  which  was  that  the 
inhabitants  had  fled  in  terror  into  the  interior. 

Indignant  at  an  act  wliich  might  have  caused  him 
nerioua  inconvenience,  Cortes  sent  for  Alvarado,  and, 
says  one  who  was  present,  "  gravely  reprehended  him 
for  his  imprudence  in  seinng  the  pmjwrty  of  the 
natives,  tf'Uing  him,  that  was  fay  no  means  the  way  to 
effect  any  good  in  the  country."  After  which  he  ordered 
two  of  the  prisoners  to  be  brought  before  him,  and, 
having  loaded  them  with  presents,  desired  that  they 
would  go  back  to  their  countrymen,  and  tell  them  that 
his  olijocts  were  peace  and  barter,  therefore  they  might 
return  to  tiieir  habitations  without  fear  of  annoyance 
from    his    people     Moreovor,   he  ordered    that    the 
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plunder  abmild  be  restored,  and  the  fowls  tliat  liad 
heen  eaten  paid  for  witli  beads  and  trinkets.  Thii 
proved  to  be  good  policy,  aod  I  fear  there  wau  more  ot 
that  in  tills  act  thau  reul  kindliaesa;  for  the  peopti 
were  ho  satisiied  with  this  treatment,  that  tlie  next 
dny  the  chief  and  his  people  returned,  and,  eays  JUax, 
"  mixed  with  us  in  bo  easy  and  amiable  a  manner 
it  would  have  been  supposed  we  had  passed  our  lirei 
together."  The  result  of  this  friendly  iuteroourae  wm 
not  only  bai-ter  to  the  profit  of  the  Beet,  but  Oortca 
learned  positively  that  the  two  Spaniards  whose  reUu> 
he  bad  been  instructed  to  obtain  were  still  in  captivitjr 
Du  the  neighbouring  shores  of  Yucatan. 

That  no  time  should  be  lost  in  rescuing  two  fellow^ 
Cluiatians  from  the  hands  of  the  heathens,  the  genenl 
at  once  des]iatuhed  Diego  de  Ordaz,  with  two  btigut- 
tines,  to  Yucatan,  with  orders  to  remain  there  ei^t 
days.  Some  Indians  also  accompanied  Oniaz  tosi»rtIi 
for  the  captive  Spaniards,  and  inform  them  of  tlu 
arrival  of  their  countiymen,  who  were  prepared  to  offet 
a  liberal  ransom  for  their  release. 

Upon  the  Island  of  Cozumel  the  Spamards  wen 
surprised  to  find  a  huge  crona,  built  of  stone  and  lime. 
They  hailed  it  as  a  good  omen,  and  begau  speculatiif 
as  to  the  wonderful  race  of  heathens  who  should,  lib 
themselves,  venerate  the  sacred  symbol  of  Cliristiauitj. 
By  the  natives,  however,  it  waa  worahipped  aa  tbl- 
emblem  of  their  God  of  rain.  There  waa  also  m  Utfii 
temple  and  very  many  hideous  idols  which  the 
worahipped.  Shocked  at  this  idolatry,  Cort«a  at 
oi'dei-ed  the  priests  who  accompanied  the  anny 
attempt  their  couvemon,  and  to  explun   to 
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the  danger  in  which  their  souls  were  pUced  by  such 
practices.  But  the  native  priests  aud  chiefs  were 
not  so  easily  to  be  tnrued  from  the  worsliip  of  their 
KDcestot^  and  declared  that  if  the  Spauinitls  molested 
the  idols,  the  latter  vould  ri^t  them  with  their 
vengeance.  Cortes  had  short  answers  for  heatheua. 
He  wished  to  convince  the  people  of  thi'ir  errors, 
and  BO,  without  further  ceremony,  caused  the  hideous 
images  to  be  toppled  down  the  great  steps  of  the 
temjile,  to  the  great  horror  and  ten-or  of  the  groaning 
and  lamenting  people,  upon  whom,  however,  the  lesson 
liad  a  salutary  effect;  for,  astounded  either  at  the 
daring  of  the  invaden,  or  the  impotence  of  gods  who 
could  nut  protect  their  own  shrines  from  violation,  they 
listt-ned  to  the  Spanish  lathers,  and  consented  to  em- 
brace Christianity.  Upon  tlie  site  of  the  pagan  idols 
the  Spaniards  constructed  an  image  of  the  Yii'gin  and 
Child,  aud  mass  was  performed  for  the  first  time  within 
the  walls  of  a  temple  in  New  Spain,  by  the  two  priesbsj 
Olmedo  and  Dia^  ' 

When  the  eight  days  had  expired  during  which  Ordaz 
had  been  ordered  to  remain  off  Yucatan,  he  returned  to 
Oozumel,  but  without  tidings  of  the  captive  Sjianiards. 
Cortn  was  vexed  at  this  failure;  still,  being  impatient 
to  proceed,  he  embarked  his  troops,  and  in  the  begin- 
ning of  March,  took  leave  of  the  hospitable  and 
simple  people,  who  had  stored  hia  ships  with  provisions. 
The  fleet,  however,  had  not  proceeded  far,  when,  dia- 
i-overing  one  of  the  vessels  to  be  disabled,  be  was  com- 
pelled to  rctam  to  the  island.  Who  cannot  imsgiue  ths 
chagrin  of  tlie  brave  chief  at  so  vexations  an  accident  t 
Ihii  ruault,  however,  was  atteoded  with  such  im^«aa^_ 
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cM)nseqnences,  that  a  Spanish  writer  tuioribea  it  to  tbl 
intervention  of  Heftven. 

The  general  and  his  staff  had  just  landed  irhen  Ui 
attention  was  tiu-ned  to  a  canoe  manned  by  fonr  I 
dians,  who  were  making  their  way  to  the  ialand  from  ti 
direction  of  Yucatan.  It  was  necessary  to  watch  theiE 
movements,  therefore  Cortea  sent  a  party  of  soldiers  t 
reconnoitre.  These  remained  in  ambuuh  near  tlid 
shore  till  the  Indians  landed.  The  Boldien  muBthaVI 
believed  them  bent  upon  mischief;  for,  sword  ii 
they  rusdied  upon  them.  Guess,  however,  their  aurpria^l 
when  one  of  the  savages,  who,  like  the  others,  vi 
perfectly  naked,  and  had  his  hair  bnuded  round  fa 
head  after  the  Indian  fashion,  his  skia  of  deeperf 
tawny,  a  bow  in  his  hand,  a  quiver  full  of  a 
hia  shoulder,  and  a  net-work  pouch  at  his  side,  tJirait 

knees,  and,  raiaing  hia  eyea,  which  w 
filled  with  tears,  gave  thanks  to  God  for  having  it    I 
length  restored  him  to  his  countrymen. 

This  man  was  Jeronimo  de  Aguilar,  one  of  tiiOM 
Spaniards  for  whom  Oi'daz  had  waited  eight  dnjrs  off 
Yucatan.  The  astonished  and  delighted  soldiers  thoe- 
fore  lost  no  time  in  taking  him  and  his  companions  U 
the  genera],  at  whose  feet  they  fell,  all  making  signs  d 
the  humblest  devotion  and  submission.  Cortes  gate 
the  poor  fellow  a  warm  welcome;  and,  rising  tii" 
from  the  earth,  threw  over  his  ahouldera  his  owt 
handsome  mantle  of  yellow,  lined  with  crimson. 
long,  however,  had  Aguilar  been  accustomed  to  bi  I 
naked,  that  even  this  small  covering  was  for  a  t 
almoat  insupportjible.  Moreover,  so  habituat«d  ^ 
become  to  the  light  food  of  the  tiativcc^  that  it  « 


rhliout  some  Buffering  that  hia  stomach  became  r 
ciled  to  the  ntjooa  set  before  him. 

Jorooimo  de  Agiiilar  was  bom  in  Andala^,  and 
e<1ucsted  for  the  church,  an  education,  it  wiU  be  seen, 
ho  by  no  means  shamed  at  any  time  in  His  adventurous 
career;  indeed,  the  persistency  with  which  he  adhered 
to  the  rules  of  his  rohgion,  amidst  great  danger, 
suffering,  and  even  much  temptation,  gives  additional 
interest  to  liis  narrative.  Soon  nfler  be  was  ordained 
be  sailed  with  a  fleet  (probably  in  a  clerical  capacity) 
to  St.  Domingo,  or  HispanioU,  as  it  was  then  called; 
from  thence  be  passed  to  Darien,  in  which  colony  bo 
remained  until  the  goveraor,  Vaeco  Nunez  de  BaJboa 
(the  subsequent  discoverer  of  the  Pacific  Ocean),  sent  a 
sliip  under  the  command  of  Valdivia  to  UJapaniola  to 
buy  provisions  for  his  starring  colonists.  Aguilar 
sailed  with  Vsldivia;  hence  hia  misfortunes. 

For  some  days  after  leaving  Darien  all  went  well. 
As  they  came  in  sight,  however,  of  Jamaica,  a  violent 
storm  drove  the  ship  upon  some  hidden  rocks  called 
the  Tipers,  and  she  went  to  pieces  so  quickly  that 
Yaldivi%  Aguilar,  and  nineteen  others,  had  barely 
time  to  get  into  a  boat.  They  were  unable  to  take  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  provisions;  moreover,  they  had 
on  sails,  and  oars  were  almost  useless.  For  thirteen 
days  these  poor  creaturea  were  at  the  mercy  of  the 
elements;  tboir  cuffenDga  were  so  terrible  fi'om  want  of 
food  and  ipatar  that  seven  perished  from  starvation. 
The  remainder  were  at  lengith  cast  ashore  upon  the 
eastern  coast  of  Yucstftn,  when  they  were  at  onoe 
seized  hy  the  natives,  and  penned  up  in  a  large  cage. 

la  the  Budat,  howvvor,  of  the  darkne^  of  ditK^Ss^ 
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there  came  a  gleam  of  siinshiuo,  possibly  of  Impo;  Top 
although  deprived  of  liberty,  they  were  so  well  fed  ftn^ 
cAred  for,  that  in  a  short  time  they  began  to  recovee 
their  vigonr  and  atrengih  of  body.  It  would  havv 
been  fortunate  for  the  poor  fellows  had  they 
OB  thin  03  scarecrows;  far  to  the  indescribable  liorrae 
of  Aguilar,  one  day  while  the  prisonera,  full  of  hope 
the  hospitable  treatment  with  which  they  had  m 
and  were  in  all  probability  speculating  upon  the  time 
when  they  should  regain  their  freedom,  the  cadqne, 
chief,  came  to  their  cage,  and  having  noticed  withi 
satisfaction  their  improved  coniiition,  selected  Taldivi^ 
and  four  of  his  companiona  to  be  sacrificed  to  his  idolb 
Can  you  imagine  the  feelings  of  the  Burvivora 
they  heard  the  yells  and  bowlings  of  the  savages  o< 
their  dying  victims  1  or  their  sensations  of  sickening^ 
hon'or  when  they  saw  the  limbs  of  their  comtadcB 
served  up  at  a  grand  feast  held  by  the  cacique  and  his 
people  in  honour  of  his  gotls  t  Are  you  surprised  when 
Aguilar,  who  had  knowit  so  terribly  well  thi 
starvation,  says,  that  after  this  sight  he  and  the  othcn 
turned  with  loathing  from  the  food  set  so  abnndantly 
before  them,  knowing  that  it  was  hut  to  fatten 
for  a  future  banqiiei. 

Great  must  have  been  the  horror  of  Cortea  and 
soldiers  at  this  recital;  but  what  would  have  bees 
effect  upon  the  latter  could  they  have  foreaeen  tbat 
many  in  their  ranks  were  destined  to  a  similar  &tet    li 
am  inclined  to  think  that  the  bravest  among  thom 
have  abandoned  the  expedition  and  retume^l  to  Cuha, 
indeed  they  sought  to  do,  and  would  have  done  at  a! 
date  had  their  general  been  a  less  determined 


'The  flight  of  that  fearful  feast  lent  Euperhui 
"wrarage  to  AguJkr  and  his  fellows.  One  night  they 
broke  their  cage,  and  together  fleJ  into  the  depths  of 
the  forest.  Here  they  wanJered,  enduring  the  utmost 
misery,  yet  dreading  to  seek  a  savage  village.  At 
length  hunger  drove  them  into  a  different  part  of  the 
country,  where  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  another 
tribe  of  natives,  ■whose  chief,  although  less  fei-oeioiis 
than  he  from  whose  power  they  had  escaped,  atill 
made  them  slaves,  and  exacted  from  them  such  devefB 
labour,  that  one  by  one  all  died,  with  the  exception  of 
Aguilar  and  a  seaman  named  Gonzalo  Guerro. 

The  cbaractera  of  these  two  men  were  as  widely 
different  as  their  educutioiiB.  The  sailor  being  Imns- 
ferred  to  a  neighbouring  cacique,  determined  to  make 
the  best  of  hia  situation;  tlius,  he  soon  adapted  hia 
habits  .to  those  of  the  natives,  followed  his  manter  to 
the  warv,  and  his  courage  being  as  good  as  hia  con- 
science was  flexible,  he  so  won  the  favour  of  the  chief 
that  lie  rose  to  be  a  distisguiabed  warrior,  and  the 
hustiaud  of  an  Indian  princess.  Aguilar,  who  could 
not  forget  that  he  was  a  priest,  pursued  a  different 
course.  The  cacique  who  had  exacted  such  severe  labour 
from  the  captives  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  one  of  a 
more  kindly  disposition,  who,  having  observed  the 
docility  with  which  Aguilar  had  submitted  to  slavery, 
and  his  meek  obedience  to  every  order,  however  arbi- 
trary, resolved  to  take  him  into  hia  confidence.  Before 
doing  this,  however,  the  chief  made  the  poor  priest  pass 
through  many  ordeala  For  instance,  once  when  a 
party  of  the  liavvgea  were  shooting  at  a  mark,  one  of 
tbcm,  whose  jiaint,  decomtions,  and  ferocious  appear- 


I 

I 


PREIJMINAllY   CONQl'ESTa. 

«ace,  betokened  bim  to  l^e  a  warrior  of  mark,  Eaddeolj 
KJzed  him  by  the  arm,  saying,— "  Thon  seest  the 
certainty  of  these  archers;  if  tliey  aim  at  the  ejo  they 
hit  the  eye,  if  at  the  mouth  they  hit  the  mouth;  wh»t 
wouldest  thou  think  if  they  were  to  make  thee  the 
mark,  and  shoot  at  theel  It  was  a  moment  of  terribU 
suspense;  but  dissembling  his  fours,  Aguilar  answered, 
submissively, — "I  am  yoiir  slave,  and  you  may  do  U 
you  please ;  but  you  are  too  wise  to  destroy  one  who  ii 
BO  useful  and  obedient." 

The  chief,  who  seems  to  have  been  a  great  admim 
of  humility,  was  pleased  with  the  reply,  took  bim  into 
his  favour,  and  endeavoured  to  persuade  him  to  chooM 
awife  from  among  bis  people.  "But,"  says  the  Bputiih 
historiographer  of  the  Indies,  "the  eocleaiastic,  in  obedi- 
ence to  his  vows,  steadily  rejected  the  offer."  To  refw 
ft  wife,  however,  excited  the  distrust  of  the  chief^  who 
put  him  through  various  temptations  of  a  kind  samilK 
to  those  by  which  the  devil  is  said  to  have  assailed  tba 
good  St.  Anthony.  Like  the  saint,  Aguilar  ptancd 
through  the  ordeals  unscathed,  and  the  chief  being  now 
satisfied,  he  made  him  the  master  of  his  household. 
Ultimately,  to  ourry  more  favour  with  his  master, 
Aguilar  prayed  to  be  entrusted  with  arms,  and  to  b» 
enrolled  among  the  warriors,  and  in  this  new  profeamoii 
he  so  distinguished  himself,  that  when  the  Indiana  wIhf 
brought  the  ransom  and  letter  from  Cortes  arrived,  th«y^ 
found  him  a  man  of  considerable  mark  amoug  ths 
natives. 

The  delight,  however,  with  which  Aguilar  recdved 
I  the  intelligence  that  Cortes  and  his  fieel  were  at  hand, 
L  vaa  damped  by  fear  tbtit  the  cacic^ue  would  not  penuh 
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Ilia  departure.  To  effect  his  object  he  determined  to 
work  upon  tbe  terrors  of  the  sBvages.  Thus,  holding 
die  letter  in  Ua  hand,  he  tuld  them  that  that  jnece  of 
paper  brought  him  infortnatioti  of  the  arrival  of  & 
mighty  armament,  and  stating  many  particulars,  aiich 
as  the  number  of  ships — this  being  confirmed  by  the 
Indian  measengeiB — the  cacique  and  bis  warriors 
stared  with  wonderment  at  so  strange  a  mode  of  im- 
parting news;  for  having  no  idea  of  writing,  they  conld 
not  but  look  npon  the  letter  as  some  myaterious  and 
stipematuml  agent.  Then  the  cunning  Aguilar  told 
his  wondering  listeners  that  the  people  in  these  newly 
arrived  ships  were  armed  with  supernatural  powere; 
that  by  thunder  and  lightning  they  could  wreak 
destruction  npon  their  enemies;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
they  could  bestow  great  gifts  npon  their  friends,  as  a 
proof  of  which  he  spread  before  the  cacique  the  glass 
beads  and  trinkets  which  had  been  sent  by  Cortes  for 
hia  tansom.  The  chief,  delighted  with  the  oma- 
mente,  and  greatly  awed  at  the  power  of  the  white 
man,  b^ged  of  Aguilar  to  a«t  as  hia  ambassador,  and 
mediate  with  then  strangers  so  as  to  secure  their 
fricndshipL 

We  may  be  aure  Aguilar  lost  no  time  in  proceeding 
on  his  embassy.  Before,  however,  leaving  that  part  of 
the  country,  he  went  in  search  of  hia  old  comrade, 
OuL'rni,  Uttle  donbting  that  he  would  be  as  pleased  as 
himself  at  the  prospect  of  rejoining  his  countrymen. 
But  the  old  eailor  had  other  views;  be  bad  settled  down 
to  a  new  life,  and  was  surrounded  by  a  wife  and  family. 

"  Brother  AguiUr,"  he  replied  to  the  priest's  en- 
treaties, "  I  aw  married,  have  three  sons,  and  am  a 
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oaciqilo  and  captain  of  the  wars.  Go  you  in  God's 
nftine;  my  face  is  msrked,  and  my  ears  bored;  what 
iraiild  those  Spaniards  think  of  me  if  I  'went  among 
themi  Behold  these  beautiful  boys:  I  beseech  jon 
give  me  for  them  Bome  of  these  green  bead^  and  say 
that  my  brother  soat  them  as  a  present  to  me  Irom  oar 
country." 

Agiiilar  liatened  with  dismay,  and  continued  to  «c- 
hort  him  not  to  lose  hia  precious  soul  for  the  sake  of 
an  Indian;  or  if  he  could  nut  part  with  her,  to  bring 
her  and  his  childi'eD  with  him.  Here  it  was  the  Indian 
princes.1,  now  Madame  Guerro,  interfered,  crying  ia 
her  own  tongue,—"  See  tliia  slave,  how  be  c 
seduce  my  husband." 

The  lady,  however,  had  no  cause  for  grief:  her  bos- 
band  WTDuld  not  be  persuaded  to  leave  the  country. 
Aguilar  proceeded  on  his  way  to  the  coast  The  k« 
that  the  flexible  oonsciencod  sailor  would  not  qnit  hit 
wife  was,  I  think,  more  from  fear  of  ridicule  than  onl 
of  love  for  her;  for,  having  resigned  all  hope  of  »  retnn 
to  civilized  life,  he  bad  adopted  what  we  may  call  ths 
nniforra  of  a  warrior  of  rank.  His  face  and  hands  wen 
indelibly  painted  or  tattooed;  his  ears  and  lipa  wo* 
slit,  to  admit  huge  Indian  ornaments;  and  his  t 
■was  drawn  down  almost  to  hia  mouth  by  »  i 
ring  of  gold  and  a  dangling  jewel.  Beforw  qnittingi 
Guerro  1  may  add,  that  it  was  as  well  for  liim  that  ht' 
did  not  accompany  Agiular;  for,  aa  it  afterwarda  uh 
peared  that  it  was  ho  who  led  the  Indians  to  tbe  aibi^ 
upon  Grijalva's  party,  Cortes  would  assuredty  b>fK 
hanged  him.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Ordas  haf 
orders  to  remain  only  eight  days  upon  the  ooaat^H 
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ait  the  lesolt  pf  the  Induia  t 
die  Christian  captives.  T&ia  time  bt^ing  «la}Medi,  tbe 
captain  had  left  jnst  tiefotv  Agnilar  tracbed  Pitwlii 
Point  This  was  a  nd  blow  to  the  poor  fdlow,  tihit, 
discoogiAatelY  and  deapairinglv,  walked  along  the  ctmsL 
Fortunately,  he  happened  to  fall  is  with  a  canoe  half- 
burted  in  the  sand.  At  the  sight  of  this  it  uccmred  to 
him  that  Cortce  and  his  fleet  might  be  still  lingering  at 
the  oppoate  Island  of  CocumeL  So,  with  the  a«uatane« 
of  some  Datives,  who  good  naturedl}'  helped  him,  be 
cleared  the  canoe,  set  it  afloat,  and  finding  the  sbive  td 
a  hogshead,  left  there  hy  Ordaz's  partj',  he  adapted  H 
as  a  paddle,  end  in  this  fmil  vessel  ventured  to  croas 
to  Cozitmel,  where,  upon  their  landing,  as  heretofore 
related,  they  were  seized  by  the  soldiers,  and  then 
conducted  to  the  presence  of  Cortes,  who  waa  greatly 
pleased  at  the  accession  to  hia  ranks  of  a  Spaniard 
whose  knowledge  of  the  dialects  of  the  tribes  of  Tn- 
catau  would  render  him  all  important  as  an  intei^ireter. 
Taking  leave  of  tiie  good  people  of  Coziimcl,  who  pro- 
niiscd  to  keep  intact  the  altar  and  crosi  enacted  hy  tlie 
Spaniards,  and  to  continue  faithful  to  the  reUgion  to 
which  they  had  beoome  canvcrts,  Cortes  proceeded 
along  the  coaiit  of  Yucatan  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Tabasco  or  Grijalva,  so  named  in  comjilinient  to  the 
latter  commander.  But,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the 
adventurers,  instead  of  meeting  with  the  kind  recep- 
tion given  to  Grijalva,  they  found  the  shores  lined 
with  anncd  natives.  Cortes  ordered  Aguilur  to  de- 
mand the  cause  of  this  warlike  reception.  The  i*ply 
was,  that  some  ndgbbouring  tribea  having  reproached 
them  lor  receiving  Or^alvft  as  a  friend,  instead  of  an 
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eneniy,  they  had  determined  to  take  that  opportunity 
of  retrieving  their  character,  and  jirove  to  their  neigh- 
tioura  that  they  vere  not  deserving  of  the  name  of 


I  men  some 
■IteredJ^^fl 

•nst^^^H 


Cortes  had  resolved  to  visit  the  town  of  Tabasco 
itself,  some  distauce  wp  the  river;  but  that  evening  he 
deferred  any  procecdiugH  against  the  Indiana  The 
neict  morning,  however,  seeing  that  the  uuuher  of 
the  enemy  had  increased  considerably,  he  ordered 
Aloazo  de  Avila  to  land  with  a  hundred  men  acme 
distance  down  the  river,  at  a  point  sheltered, 
palm  grove,  from  which,  Aguilar  informed  liij 
led  to  Tabasco.  He  Iiad  further  instructions 
upon  the  town  trom  that  dde,  while  the 
would  make  the  assault  fi-om  the  front 

Cortes  then  proceeded  to  diaembark  upon  the  ation 
nearest  the  town;  "But,"  says  Captain  Diax, 
enemy,  who  were  in  canoes  amongst  the  mangroveii 
perceiving  that  we  were  proceeding  to  the  attack,  suck 
prodigious  numbers  of  them  collected  at  our  point  rf 
disembarkation  that  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  armed' 
men,  nor  anything  lieard  except  their  trumpets,  hom^' 
and  timbrels.  Cortes,  observing  this,  commanded  ft 
halt,  and  that  the  firing  should  not  commence;  for  ha 
wished  to  proceed  in  a  strietlt/  justifiable  manner, 
therefore  ordered  Godoy,  a  royal  notary  (who  aoci 
panied  the  expedition  lo  look  after  the  int«re9ta  of 
King  of  Spain),  formally  (I  suppose  through  tSie 
preter  Aguilar)  to  require  them  to  permit  us  to  su{^ 
onrselvea  with  wood  and  wat«r,  and  speak  to  them, « 
we  were  in  duty  bound,  upon  wliat  concerned  God 
the  king,  warning  them  that,  in  case  of  violence 
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^•Wild  be  answerable  for  aU  mischief  that  resnltoA" 
'  Thii  proclamation  being  dviy  recorded  by  the  notarf, 
and  answefH  l»y  a  fierce  onset  of  the  natives,  Cortes  at 
the  head  of  his  men  disembarked.  Ai)er  a  seycre 
ekimuih,  in  which  he  lost  a  sojidal  in  the  mud,  he 
continued  to  fight  hia  way  barefooted  tbrongh  the 
natives,  who  soon  rnxigniEed  him  as  the  leader,  and 
cried  out  to  one  anotber,  "  Strike  at  the  chieC" 
8|>eedily,  howeTer,  getting  hia  tnM>[«  in  order,  he  so 
astonished  the  enemy  by  the  roar  and  flush  of  the 
firi>-Bmu  (which  they  then  beard  for  the  firwt  time), 
that  they  fled  backwards  to  the  town,  pursued  by  the 
Spaniards;  and  as  in  pnisnance  of  his  orders  Arila 
attttcked  from  the  other  side,  the  town  speedily  fell 
into  tbfir  hands;  but  the  cunning  natives  had  already 
abandoned  the  place,  and  talcen  with  them  their  fiiniilies 
and  efli<ota. 

Tliia  was  the  first  town  taken:  the  TJctora  found 
some  provisions,  but  little  gold.  It  was,  however,  an 
inntalment  of  th«  glories  and  conquests  Cortes  had 
marked  out  He  took  formal  possession  for  the  King 
of  Spain — that  is,  be  gave  three  cuts  with  hia  sword 
upon  a  large  oeiba  tree,  and  proclaimed  aloud  that  he 
took  poweadon  of  the  city  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
tU«  Oitholio  Boveroign,  and  would  maintain  and  defend 
the  aame  with  aword  and  buckler  against  uU  wlio 
should  gainwy  it.  This  decLarution  being  repeated  by 
a  m.ldier,  and  recorded  by  the  notaty,  the  native  Tubiia- 
cans  were  considered  by  Euroi^ean  Christians  to  have 
become  the  vassals  of  Spain,  and  their  land  and  goods 
tie  property  of  a  king,  of  whose  country  thoy  had  no 
notion,  and  of  whose  name  even  they  were  in  ignorance. 
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Truly  it  was  scarcely  a  Christiau-Uke  way  of  acqairiog 
property;  but  tlien,  from  the  beginning  of  time, 
rule  of  BcttoQ  haa  \ie>^a  might  against  right.  PreMoH 
prettily  tells  us  that  "This  wus  the  usual  ram^f 
Christian  form  with  whiph  the  Spanish  cavalier* 
the  royal  title  to  the  conquered  territories  in  the  N( 
World.  It  was  a  guod  title,  doubtless,  gainst  i 
claims  of  any  other  European  potentate."  It  was  ' 
just  such  a  title  that  Philip,  the  son  of  Charles  V« 
(Cortes'  sovereign),  intended  to  have  held  the 
of  England,  liad  his  attempted  invasion  of  that  oounti 
by  means  of  the  invincible  armada  proved  succeatful. 

Having  possession  of  the  town,  Cortes  took  up  Idl 
quarters  in  the  court-yard  of  the  chief  temple. 
posted  sentinels  in  all  directions,  and  took  as  muck 
precaution  against  a  surprise  as  if  he  had  been  at  vtt 
with  Europeans,  being  too  wise  to  judge  the  etrengtb 
and  courage  of  the  natives  by  the  comparative  e«n 
with  which  he  had  seized  their  capitaL  It  was  vcU 
that  he  did  so;  for  tidings  were  brought  to  him  thatibt 
Indian  interpreter,  MeLchorejo,  had  deserted  to  iht 
enemy.  This  wbr  disquieting  newn,  as  this  nun  oouM 
inform  the  natives  of  the  real  weakness  of  his  anaj. 
In  the  morning  two  detachments,  one  under  Alvand^ 
the  other  under  De  Lugo,  were  sent  out  to  recontuntn 
The  latter  party  had  a  narrow  encape;  for,  about  tw* 
leagues'  distance  fi-om  head  quoi'tcra,  tlicy  were 
by  a  force  of  Tabaseans  so  numerous  that  tbev 
have  been  destroyed  to  a  man,  but  for  the  yulUng 
screaming  of  the  enemy,  which  brought  Ali 
detachment  to  the  I'cscue;  but  even  then,  so 
were  the  united  forces  of  these  commandera,  tbat  t1 
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t  have  bocn  cut  off  had  not  Cortes  opportunely 
eome  to  thoir  Bid. 

With  HO  great  au  enterprise  before  him  as  the  march  to 
Mexico,  tlie  Spanish  chief  had  made  a  great  mistake  in 
diverging  from  his  course  to  examine  the  country  up  the 
river  Grijalva;  but  then  hb  had  reason  to  expect  that 
he  and  his  parly  would  have  met  with  as  good  a  recep- 
tion as  Grijalva.  As  it  was,  he  found  himself  cooped 
np  in  a  town,  with  an  increasing  multitude  of  warlike 
and  determined  Indians,  and  as  the  news  that  the 
Spaniards  had  been  driven  back  from  Tabasco  would 
doubtlessly  precede  him,  to  fcike  to  the  shijis  with- 
out striking  a  blow  would  only  be  to  prepare  the  way 
for  further  disastere.  The  general  was  not  one  to 
hesitate  long;  eo,  calling  bis  officers  together,  he 
announced  his  intention  of  giving  the  Taljascans  battle 
the  next  morning. 

The  news  waachecrfally  received,  the  wounded  were 
sent  on  board  the  shijis,  six  beavy  guns  and  all  the 
horses  were  dieembnrked,  and  by  the  first  glimmer  nf 
day  a  miniaturv  but  complete  army  of  artillery,  cavalry, 
and  infantiy  were  on  the  march  to  a  plain  called 
Ceutla,  a  few  miles  distant,  as  Cort«s  had  beard  that 
the  Talinacans  wer«  enoam])ed  there.  The  plan  of 
battle  was  for  Onlaz  to  proceed  with  the  ai-tillety  and 
iufantry  direct  across  the  country,  and  attack  tbe 
enemy  in  front,  while  Cortea  would  take  a  circuit  with 
the  horse  so  aa  to  fall  upon  his  rear.  Tliia  engage- 
ment, ever  memoi»ble  in  the  history  <tf  New  S\iain, 
was  fought  u]H>n  Lady  Day,  the  25th  of  March. 
Captain  Bernal  IHac,  who  was  present  with  Ordas, 
thus  deocribes  it: — 
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"  Having  marched  abont  a  league,  we  saw  the  enemT 
in  the  plain  in  our  front  advancing  against  us,  soonil- 
ing  their  trumpets,  horns,  and  drums,  with  plumes  rf' 
feathers  on  their  heads,  their  faces  painted  black,  red, 
and  white;  all  of  them  beariDg  defensive  armcnir  of 
quilted  cotton,  and  shields,  and  their  offensive  anna 
coDaiiting  of  large  bows  anil  arrows,  lances,  two- 
handed  swords,  darts,  and  slings.  Their  numben 
covered  the  whole  plain,  and  they  fell  upon  us  furiously, 
wounding  above  seventy  of  our  soldiers  by  the  Brat 
discharge  of  their  missile  weapons.  One  soldier  fell 
instantly  dead  by  an  arrow  which  pierced  his  ear;  his 
name  was  Saldana.  The  enemy  tlien  closed  upon  »nd 
fought  with  us  foot  to  foot,  while  we  with  our  cannoD. 
muskettr,  cross-bows,  and  swords,  maintained  our 
ground  firmly.  When  they  had  pretty  well  experi- 
enced the  Bharpness  of  our  swords  they  drew  off  » 
little;  but  it  was  only  to  shoot  at  as  with  moie 
advantage.  Our  artillery  now,  however,  made  great 
havoc  amongst  them  from  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  crowded  together,  and  they  were  at  that  distanci 
which  enabled  us  to  fire  at  them  with  the  grcAtest 
advantage;  but  all  could  not  make  them  give  way. 

"  I  advised  Captain  de  Ordaz  to  close  with  thMO. 
because  they  seemed  to  be  shy  of  our  sworda,  and  had 
the  advantage  of  their  missile  weapons  when  at  a  littb 
distance;  but  he  objected  to  this,  observing  that  titof 
were  three  hundred  to  every  one  of  ua.  However,  *• 
did  advance  upon  them,  and  as  they  were  unwilling  to 
come  within  the  reach  of  our  swords,  thoy  vicltbd 
ground,  and  inclined  towarils  a  marsh.  During  ■II 
this  time  we  were  anxiously  looking  out  for  CodcL. 
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"  I  rccollMt  that  m  Urn  b«tle  etdj  &■«  ifas  A* 
otDDon  were  &ed  tlw  laJim  ihwrtri,  rtiaW,  «■< 

sounded  their  iailiiiwiiiln,  tluuvlag  «p  tfaiv  ^tt 
dust  into  the  air,  KBd  OTing^  'AI>,  ak.*  TUa  ^kw  ^A 
to  prevent  osr  pci wring  the  iwkririrf  dose  If  war 
utiUeTy  in  tb«ir  crpwiieJ  bodin.  WUfe  va  ■— ■ 
«ngitg«d  u  I  liATe  BDw  dcKrihed,  -we  « 
the  Nght  of  Cortes  qi^mxebiiig  ta»  otn 
the  cavulry  came  nmad  hj  Urn  tear  of  Ik  Infiaa^ 
who  were  enttrdjT  oeenpaed  ia  tliar  attars  npon  ai, 
the  latter  did  not  peReire  tbem  bbO  ihef  matt  tkcir 
clutrge.  The  ground  being  my  Ind,  laoit  «f  tke 
horses  Motive,  and  the  tnen  expert,  they  item  lode 
thrnugh  the  hocUes  of  the  enemT  a*  tbiy  <&im(^  ami 
we,  eticounged  by  this  mpport,  raterUed  mu  cflsda 
oil  onr  Hide.  The  Indians,  stmci  with  ■Dfn% 
thoaght  that  the  hurae  and  his  lider  wen  aB&  Tbqr 
were  tcrritied  at  the  lugbt,  and  in  an  inatant  fied  |« 
the  adjacent  woods  and  tnanbn,  leavh^  tho  field  aad 
victory  to  ns." 

If  we  consider  that  the  victory  ^ined  by  tkb  MsaO 
hand  of  Europeans  w«a  over  an  afmy  wUdi  hy  all 
writ^TH  ia  admitted  to  have  conBistetl  of  forty  tbotnaad 
men,  we  cannut  wonder  that  the  piety  of  oontMBpoiaTy 
historian)!  asoihe  it  to  the  direct  intfrporition  of 
Heaven,  which  wnt  the  patron  sunt  of  Hpnia  apon  hw 
gray  charger  to  fight  on  their  side.  Thii  miracle  is, 
however,  very  qnuntJy  refa:«d  hy  the  Imthful  Diaa, 
who  pioiuly  obMrvaa: — 

"  In  hia  aooount  of  this  action  Gconsm  (BJk,  that 
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pi-eviouB  to  the  arrival  of  the  main  body  of  t!ip  eavaliy 
under  Cort«8,  Francisco  de  Morla  appeai-ed  in  the  tieli 
upon  a  gray  dappled  horse,  and  that  it  was  one  of 
holy  apoatles,  St.  Peter  or  St  J^o,  disguised  un 
Ilia  person.  I  any,  that  all  our  works  and  victories 
guided  by  the  hand  of  our  Lord  Jeaua  Cbriat,  and  lluJt 
in  this  battle  there  were  so  many  enemies  to  every 
of  us  that  they  could  bax-e  buried  ua  under  the  doflt 
they  could  have  held  in  their  handa,  but  that  the  grMt 
mercy  of  God  aided  us  thioughout.  What  Gomatm 
B.'iserts  might  be  the  case,  and  I,  einner  as  I  am,  wu 
not  wortby  to  be  permitted  to  see  it.  What  I  did  ate 
was  Francisco  de  Morla  riding  in  company  witi 
Cortes  and  the  rest  upon  a  chestnut  horse ;  und  that 
circumstance,  and  aU  the  others  of  that  day,  appear  ta 
me  at  this  moment  that  I  em  writing  as  if  actual^ 
passing  in  the  view  of  these  sinful  eyes.  But  although 
1,  unworthy  sinner  that  I  am,  was  unfit  to  behold 
either  of  those  holy  apoatles,  upwards  of  four  hundred 
of  us  were  present;  let  their  testimony  be  takt-n," 

As  the  reader  wiU  have  seen,  the  Spaniards  won 
indebted  for  their  success  to  the  ten'ora  of  the  Indisni, 
who,  never  having  seen  a  horse  before,  mistook  the 
cavalry  for  strange  supernatural  monstei-a,  half  beatto 
half  men,  sent  against  them  by  the  gods.  Again,  th«j 
were  astounded  at  the  roaring  of  the  cannon,  which  « 
every  discharge  mysteriously  sent  death  into  thor 
ranks  from  so  great  a  distance. 

Satisfied  with  his  victory,  Cort«B  did  not  pursne  tk 
flying  Indians,  hut  di-ew  ofi"  his  men  to  a  palm  gmt^ 
where  they  fell  upon  their  knees,  and  returned  thanb 
to  Heaven.     The  battle-field  was  made  the  site  oft 
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At  San  Juan  de  TJlua,  an  island  discovered  miiI 
named  by  Gi'ijalva,  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  upon 
TbursJay  in  Passion  Week.  Shortly  afterwards  t 
party  of  Indians  put  off  from  the  mainland,  and  case 
on  boai*d,  brining  presenU  of  fruits,  flowers,  aal 
golden  oraamentB.  The  chief  of  these  natives  *■ 
evidently  a  man  of  rank,  and  the  bearer  of  ■ 
messaga  Cortes,  however,  coidd  hold  no  conreTOtiuB 
with  him,  for  his  Indian  interpreter  had  deserted,  Vtl 
the  dialects  underatood  hy  Aguiiar  would  not  serve  tt 
hold  a  conference  with  the  Mexicans  or  others,  b 
this  great  difficulty  he  discovered  the  real  valae  of  Ht 
Indian  women  ]>i'eseQted  to  kim  by  the  Tabaacuui 
for  one  of  tliem  was  a,  Mexican,  and  understood  li( 
language  of  the  newcomers,  as  well  also  as  the  dialadt 
spoken  by  Aguilar. 

This  young  ^lave,  who  bad  been  baptized  by 
name  of  Mai-ia,  was  destined  to  play  a,  singularly  n 
portant  part  in  the  cO'Uqueat  of  her  native 
and  to  leave  a  name  which   is  atill  n^vered  by 
descendants  of  the  conquerors  and  conqnenKL 
was  called  by  the  Aztecs,  or  Mexicojut, 


name  also  fpvm  bj  tkim  to  CW«e&  Bm  li^  ly  a> 
the  time  of  bet  mtiOag  «itk  Ac  ^ataal,  kad  fao^  ^m 
of  troutile  ud  roiMMe.  "Sbe  «m  4c  4m^i^' 
Beruul  Diaz,  vlio  knew  and  l«it«J  ko^  bAi  m^  '^ 
the  chief  or  Ptinoe  of  XUmIK  a  p««aiU  ki<  ^b 
Lad  Kvtrrol  diatiicta  mtijeet  to  hn,  c^^  In^^  fciMi 
CoatMcnalcoL  H«  djiag  wlub  tUt  Wj  ns  at 
inliuit,  hie  widow  matried  i»cithcr  cUe^  *  7*>^>8  ■■% 
by  wliom  hIm  iud  a  aoa  w3ko^  ^T  deterancd  to 
[Jaoe  iu  ■oeceflBon  after  (bem.  They,  tbenebac,  pc^ 
thi«  girl  to  oertaiD  Indiana  at  TJitmHanm,  to  tMrry  aM 
secretlj,  aad  caoaed  it  to  to  nmonnd  tbat  A»  «aa 
de«d;  which  rqmrt  thgr  axmbontcd  ij  ttkif 
advantage  of  ^  death  of  a  diild  ahmt  hs  own  a^ 
tlie  (Uugliter  of  a  ilavc:  The  people  t/  XioHaaeo 
g&ve  her  to  thoK  4^  Tabaaco,  and  the  latter  to  Cort^ 
hy  whom  she  was  pieaentMl  to  a  (nvalier  naaed 
Alonxo  Hermandei  Puertofan-cia  Wbeo  be  went  to 
Old  Caatilo,  OiHtca  took  her  to  UmKlf,  aad  had  kf 
bt^r  a  BOD  who  waa  named  Don  Mvtin  Cortei^  and 
who  wut  coiunMader  of  the  order  of  St.  Ja^  8lw 
afterwards,  on  our  expoditioo  to  Higoena,  married 
a  cnvalier  iiam«d  Jnaa  Bamoiillo. 

"Dofia  Marina  had  by  ber  birtb  an  miinnnl 
infliK'nce  aud  contequenoe  throu^  thoe  oooatric*- 
Sbv  was  of  a  fine  figare,  frank  manDen,  piompt  genina, 
and  intrepid  spirit,  an  excellent  linguist,  and  of  tnoat 
ewcnliitl  aerrice  to  CoTbe^  whom  she  always  nccom- 
pani<»L  I  wbk  acquainted  with  h«T  mother  and  her 
Iialf-brotlitrr,  who  was  at  the  time  I  kn<!w  him  grown 
tip.  Thcr  goverurd  their  terriUiry  oojoiiitljr,  the 
evcwnd   hmbood  being  also  dead.     Thof   wfl 
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w&rds  baptized,  the  motlier  by  the  name  of  Mari^ 
the  SOD  bj  the  nume  of  LEizariis.  This  I  know;  for  itt 
the  expeditioa  to  Higuerafl  and  Hooiliiras, 
Oortes  passed  through  Coatzacimlco,  he  sumnioned  afl 
the  neighbouring  chiefs  to  mcut  him  in  that  settls- 
ment ;  and  amongst  many  others  came  the  mother 
half-bi-other  of  this  lady.  She  had  tohl  nie  before 
ahe  was  of  that  proviuce,  aud  in  truth  she  mucb 
resembled  her  mother,  who  immediately  recognized 
Both  Uie  old  lady  and  her  son  were  terrified,  ihinldi^ 
that  they  were  sent  for  to  be  put  to  deatli,  and  etiei 
bitterly;  but  Dofia  Mai-ina  dried  their  tears,  sayiM 
that  she  forgave  them;  that  at  the  time  they  sent  * 
from  them  they  were  ignorant  of  what  they  did ;  aS 
that  she  thanked  God,  who  had  taken  her  from  tlw 
worship  of  idols  to  the  true  church,  and  was  hap{HS 
ill  having  a  son  by  her  lord  and  master,  Cortes,  and  a 
being  married  to  a  cavalier  like  her  husband,  than  if 
she  had  been  eovereign  of  all  the  provinces  of  New 
Spain.  All  this  I  heard  with  my  own  ears,  and  swetr 
to  the  truth  thereof.  Amen.  At  parting,  she  gav* 
them  a  very  hand.some  present  of  gold,  and  thus  di»- 
missed  them.  This  story  brings  to  my  mind  that  of 
Joseph  in  Egypt,  when  his  brothers  were  in  hia  power. 
Dona  Marina  understood  the  language  of  Coatxacoakn 
and  Mexico,  which  is  one  and  the  same  ;  and  wt  ih) 
also  could  converse  with  Aguilar  in  that  of  Tahum 
and  Yucatan,  we  thus  acqiui-ed  a  medium  of  communi- 
cation with  the  Mexican  language,  which  was  M 
)bjoot  of  great  importauci 
Ooi'tes  was  now,  by  n 
speak  Custilian  and  Taba^uin,  and  Duuii  Maiii^  i 
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(iDiIeretood  Tabaflcan  and  Mexican,  enabled  to  con- 
verse with  tlie  Meiican  chief.  Thus  he  learned  that 
tie  mainlanii  opposite  was  one  of  the  newly  conquered 
provinces  of  a  great  empire  which  was  ruled  over  by  a 
mighty  monarch,  Moetbenzoma,  or  Montezuma;  that 
this  powerful  prince  held  his  state  on  the  mountain 
plain*  of  the  interior,  nearly  seventy  leagues  from  tlie 
coast;  and  that  that  province  was  ruled  over  by  one 
of  Mdntciuma's  great  nobles,  named  Teohtlile;  more- 
over, that  the  countiy  abounded  with  gold.  Delighted 
with  the  information,  Cortes  dismissed  the  natives  with 
an  osiiirance  of  Iiis  good  and  peaceable  intentious,  and 
a  request  that  tlieir  governor,  Teuhtlile,  should  visit 
him  upon  hi«  landing, 

X''[>on  Good  Friday  our  little  band  of  conqaerors 
firvt  landed  upon  the  mainland.  A  monument  nuffi- 
cient  to  marlc  the  memorahle  event  remains;  fur,  upon 
that  then  denolato  spot  now  stands  the  capital  of  New 
Bpain,  tlie  grrai  city  of  Vera  Cruz. 

As  we  shiill  find  hereafter,  Cortes  was  only  now 
reaping  the  fruits  of  the  heroic  battle  of  Tabasco.  The 
news  of  that  extraorJinary  victory  had  preceded  them ; 
for  upon  their  lauding  the  natives  flocked  to  the  camp, 
bringing  the  Sjianiards  matcriala  with  which  to  build 
their  huto,  mantle*  to  guard  them  from  the  sun,  and 
presenta  of  gold,  fowls,  brwvd,  and  plums. 

U[>on  Easter  Sunday  took  place  an  interview  not 
less  remarlcable  in  itself  than  in  its  results.  The  time 
had  come  for  Cortes  to  gratify  his  pride,  vanity,  and 
avarice,  and  also  to  put  forth  that  tact  which  won  for 
him  an  empire,  Teulillile,  the  governor  of  the  province, 
came  at  the  head  of  an  embassy  from  Montezuma.   Wb 
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ean  imagine  tbe  scene:  tbe  little  army  of  infantry, 
eavalry,  and  artillery  drawn  up  71111  imposing  efi«c^ 
tlie  gorgeous  banners  displayed;  the  lines  of  hardy, 
■wealherbeatcn,  bearded  veterans,  the  solid  strength  tf 
■whose  mnka  nwraed  impenetrable;  the  grim-Iookiiig 
cannon,  of  nhich  report  had  told  ancU  dreadful  deetb 
lit  Tabasco;  the  steel-clad  warriors,  who  seemed,  and 
whom  the  Taliascans  had  believed  to  \>e  inseparable 
from  their  horses;  the  flash  beneath  that  hot  sun  of 
Bteel,  and  the  prancing  of  the  horses,  must  have  strieken 
with  awe  the  Mexican  embassy,  as  headed  by  TeuhtJile 
KTid  another  great  chief,  afterwards  named  Oraadillo, 
it  mtirehed  in  gi-eat  state  to  the  Christian  camp.  Cortc^ 
having  met  and  welcomed  the  two  chiefs,  vlio  paid 
him  great  reverence,  conducted  them  within  lib  tent 
Ma.ss  having  been  performed,  the  chiefs  sAt  down  tot 
repast  with  the  general  and  his  principal  otGcers;  afte 
which  Teuhtlile  demanded  who  the  strangers  wen^ 
their  country,  and  for  what  purpose  they  bad  come  to 
that  land.  Cortes  replied, — "lie  was  the  subject  of 
the  greatest  monarch  in  the  world  (Charles  V.),  who* 
having  heard  of  the  fame  and  greatness  of  the  uightf 
Monte^iima,  had  sent  him  to  the  Hexican  king  wiA 
a  ptesent  and  a  message,  which  he  must  deliver  is 
person."  The  Aztec  monarch  being  regarded  far  Uli 
Bnbjects  as  a  demi-god,  into  whose  jtreaeneo  none  bnt4' 
ebosen  few  CDuld  dure  to  venture,  Teuhtlile  banghti^- 
answered,  "How  is  this  I  You  are  but  just  arrived,  ai^ 
pcm  talk  of  eeeing  our  monarch;"  bat  the  at-ory  of  thti 
tattle  of  Tabasco  flashing  across  his  mind,  the  remei 
trance  of  the  terrible  cavalry  and  the  dreaded  cannc 
1  suppose,  must  have  made  Lim  fear  to  ofiead  Ulfe 
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liim,  god-like  possessor  of  such  power;  for  in  softer 
Uines  TeiUitlile  expressed  bis  astoniahment  &t  hearing 
that  there  oould  be  a  monarch  in  the  world  so  powerful 
as  Montezuma,  addiiig  that,  tf  it  were  so,  hie  sovereign 
irould  be  glad  to  receive  him.  He  would,  therefore, 
at  once  send  to  Mootezuina  the  present  Cortca  had 
brought  from  Spain,  tind  also  endeavour  to  learn  his 
will.  The  Uexioan  noble  then  ordered  sume  of  his 
sait«  to  bring  forward  some  gifts  Montezunia.  bad  sent 
for  the  8i)aniflb  chieC  These  were  but  ill  calculntcd 
to  make  the  Spaniards  forego  their  desire  to  visit  the 
capitHl.  The;  cooslsted  of  tea  loads  of  fine  cotton, 
several  mantles  of  the  beautiful  [tainted  featherwork 
of  the  country,  and  a  largo  basket  filled  with  orna- 
ments of  wrought  gold.  In  return  for  these  gracious 
gifts  Cortcc  ordered  his  soldiers  to  lay  before  the  chief 
the  i>r«seDts  designed  for  the  Mexican  emperor,  These 
consisted  of  an  arm-chair  elegantly  carved  and  painted, 
eomo  artificial  jewels  called  margaritas,  enveloped  in 
perfumed  cotton,  and  a  crimson  cap  with  a  gold  medal, 
whereon  waa  represented  St,  George  killing  the  dragon. 
Teiditlile  accepted  these  things  with  the  show,  if  not 
the  real  feeling,  of  gratitude;  but,  noticing  a  gilded 
helmet  woru  by  one  of  the  soldiers,  he  exjiressed  a 
wish  to  take  it  to  his  emperor,  saying  that  it  ve- 
sewbled  one  woru  by  the  god  Quet;:alcoatl  in  Uexico. 
As  we  shall  acv  hereafter,  there  was  a  deep  ]>iir|K>se  in 
tliis  request.  Cortua  also  saw  sq  object  in  complying — 
an  object  unworthy  of  so  great  a  man;  for  it  was  only 
a  means  of  gratifying  his  avarice.  He  commanded  the 
soldier  to  give  hb  helmet  to  Teuhtlile,  at  the  same 
time  telljug  thftt  ohicf,  "It  would  please  him  much  if 
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Ma  master  would  return  tlie  headgear  Glled  wit'h  gnlij 
dust,  as  he  should  like  to  com]mre  it  with  the  metal  of 
his  own  country;  adding,  also,  that  the  Spaniards  wtrt 
subject  to  a  disease  of  the  heart  which  gold  aloae  could 
cure."  Swrcly,  after  the  generous  presents  he  had  re- 
ceived, this  was  but  the  avarice  of  ft  greedy  school-boj. 

During  this  long  conference  Cortea  had  observed 
one  of  the  attendants  of  Teuhtlile  biisily  engaged  with 
a  pencil,  and  being  infoiined  the  man  was  endeamu> 
ing  to  portray  the  scene  for  the  gratification  of  tin 
emperor'g  curiosity,  he  determined  that  so  farourable 
an  opjiortiinity  of  terrorizing  hia  majesty  should  not 
be  lost.  He  at  once  ordered  hia  captains  to  put  Uie 
troops  through  a  variety  of  imposing  evolutions.  At 
the  close  he  had  no  reason  to  regret  this  determination. 
The  steady,  yet  rapid  movements  of  the  men,  the  eua 
with  which  the  horsemen  managed  tUcir  oniroala,  tto 
flashing  of  tlieir  swords,  the  screaming  of  the  tminpet^ 
filled  the  Aztecs  with  wonder;  but  the  cowp  d»  thiain 
waa  to  come.  Cortes,  aa  if  by  accident,  pointing  ont 
the  great  guns  to  the  ambassador,  they  were  at  that 
instant  discltai^ed.  The  clouds  of  amoke,  the  flashing 
flame,  the  Foar  and  the  rushing  of  the  stone  balls  M 
they  dashed  through  the  trees  of  the  ueighbouring 
forest,  crushing  into  fragments  the  branchea,  terrified 
and  confounded  even  Teuhtlile,  who  had  warily  e^ 
deavoured  not  to  appear  surjirised. 

Wonderfully  faithful,  we  are  told,  was  the  work  rf 
the  Mexican  artist.  Nothing  waa  wanted  to  complcta 
the  pictui-e;  the  portraits  of  Cortes,  the  princ^ 
captains,  DoQa  Maria,  Aguilar;  the  ships  as  th^ 
lay  in  the  bay  (water-houses  as  they   called    thenl. 


i  horses,  the  guns,  a 
all  portrayed  la  U»e  artaaiitinwit  of  the  i 
This  was  the  drawing  that  «u  to  plnae  the  c 
grieve  the  btarl  of  the  grent  HootaswBL     "fl 
perhaps,  in  the  faistory  of  the  waM," 
HelpR,    "  iras   there    brought    to   s   i 
picture  of  the  deatraction   that  i 
kingdom.     The  awfnl  writiDg  in  the  hall  of  B 

e  **ignififniit  than  tha  f 
been  to  Montezuma  coold  be  rigbtl;  have  iq 
all  that  it  depicted," 

The   reviev  being  over,   Tenhtlile  took 
Cortes,  promising  to  return  qieedily  with  Mm: 

The  other  chief  took  up  his  raidenee  ■ 
the  camp  of  the  Christiana,  for  Uie  poipoae  of  aeciiig 
that  hia  people  supplied  them  witli  pronsioni,  and 
all  things  neoesaaty  for  their  comfort. 

So  complete  was  the  system  of  posta  throaghont  the 
empire,  that  although  the  capital  was  serentj  leagues 
from  the  coast,  Cnrtea  was  only  kept  Reven  days 
uwaitlng  the  emperor's  answer-  At  the  end  of  that 
time  Teuhtlile  returned,  accompanied  by  two  great 
iiobica,  and  a  bondred  slaves,  bearing  aome  more 
presents  from  Alontezamo.  A  proof  of  the  fidelity 
of  tlie  Ucsicnn  artist  was,  that  one  of  the  lords  who 
accom|ittnied  TcuhtlUe  hod  been  selected  by  Monl^snina 
for  the  great  likcueas  which  he  bore  to  the  portrait  of 
CortiiS — a  Lkeneea,  hy  the  way,  so  readily  reccgniaed 
by  llie  Spanish  aoldien,  that  they  for  ever  aftci-wai'ds 
named  him  the  Mexican  Cortes.  The  effect  upon  the 
Mexican  monarcb'a  fean  wa«  shown  by  the  presenta. 
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the  veiy  aigbt  of  wliich  might  woU  send  the  greedy 
adventurers  wild  with  joy  and  raptures  they  found. 
impossible  to  conc^. 

"  On  entering  the  general's  pavilion,  the  ambaBsadoii 
saluted  hiiu  aud  his  ofGcers  with  the  usual  signs  of 
reverence  to  persons  of  great  consideration,  touching 
the  ground  with  their  hands,  and  then  carrying  then 
to  their  heads,  while  the  air  was  filled  with  clouds 
incense,  which  rose  up  from  the  censers  home  by  their 
attendants.  Some  delicately  wrought  mats  of  Uw 
country  {pelales)  were  then  unrolled,  and  on  them 
the  slaves  displayed  the  various  articles  they  had 
brought.  They  were  of  the  most  miscellaneous  kind; 
Bliields,  helmetii,  aiirasses,  embossed  with  plates  an4 
ornanienta  of  pure  gold;  collars  and  hracclete  of  tin 
same  tnetut;  sandals,  fans,  pana(Aea,  and  crests  of  \uifr 
gated  feathei's,  intermingled  with  gold  aod  gilw 
thread,  and  sprinkled  with  [learls  and  precious  stones; 
imitations  of  birds  and  animals,  in  wiuught  ftnd  cwt 
gold  and  silver  of  exquisite  workmanship;  L-uTtains. 
coverlets,  and  robes  of  cotton,  £no  as  silk,  of  neh 
•od  various  dyes,  interwoven  with  featherwork  that 
rivalled  the  delicacy  of  painting.  Tliere  were  more 
I  than  thirty  loads  of  cotton  cloth  in  uddition.  Anung 
the  articles  was  the  S[ian)sh  helmet  sent  to  Uii>  capilal 
And  now  returned  filled  to  the  brim  with  graiiLS  of  ggli 
But  the  things  which  eseitcd  the  most  aduimtloti 
were  two  circular  plates  of  gold  and  silver,  «s  '  hiyj 
■e  carriage- wheeU'  One,  ivineseutbg  the  sun,  iraH 
richly  can-ed  with  plants  and  animals,  Do'doolH 
denoting  the  Aztec  century.     It  was  thirty  palnis  M 
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circumference,  and  waa  valued  at  twenty  thousand 
pa»(«  dc  oro  (about  £52,500).  The  eilver  wheel,  of  tbft 
Bame  size,  weighed  fifty  marks." 

The  inspection  of  this  gorgeous  gift  made  Cortes 
niofe  df«iroiis  of  visiting  the  capital  His  mortification 
WHS  therefore  great  when  the  ambassadors  politicly 
tnid  him  their  emperor  had  refused  to  receive  liiu. 
"  But  Cortes,  who  was  not  the  man  to  take  a  refusal, 
nrcoived  this  messuge  with  apparent  gf>od  humour, 
and  presenleO  each  of  the  ambassadorB  with  Holland 
Khirts  and  otlier  articlex  of  small  value,  but  replied 
by  observiug  that,  after  having  crossed  snch  a  vast 
epaoc  of  sea,  he  could  not  return  witliout  executing 
the  mission  which  he  waa  sent  upon,  which  was  to  see 
and  speak  to  the  Eini>eror  Montezuma  in  pereou.  Such 
being  the  orden  of  the  great  monarch,  he  was  com- 
pelled and  determined  to  obey.  The  amltassadors 
rq>lied  that  they  would  convey  his  meaaagf,  but  gavo 
no  hopes  of  a  favourable  answer.  Out  of  our  pi>or 
means  Cortes  contrived  to  send  lliem  a  second  present; 
it  connifited  of  a  gluu  cup  of  Venetian  manufacture, 
curiously  gilt  and  wrought  with  figures,  three  Holknd 
shirts,  and  some  other  articlea." 

During  the  absence  of  the  ambaasadons  the  Mexicans 
Imd  grown  cold  towards  the  Sfaniards,  for  the  eainj) 
snppliMbrcamemuch  diminished;  moreover,  the  eOecta 
of  the  sickly  climate  bad  been  such  that  thirty  of  the 
men  died,  Cortes  therefore  scut  Francisco  de  Montejo 
with  two  vcKiels  in  aearc^  of  n  belter  port  for  the 
shipping,  and  more  suituble  quarters  for  the  men. 

In  t«n  day8  tlie  amlxuisadcirB  again  rctnrueil,  bi-inging 
more  gifts;  but  a  cumnumd  fL-oui  Montezuma  tlutt  now 
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they  had  obtained  those  things  they  required,  they; 
were  to  leave  Mexico  and  never  return.  CortOl 
received  this  message  with  apparent  ooortesy;  bnt  wi 
may  well  imagine  the  resolve  in  his  proud  sool,  a^ 
turning  to  one  of  his  officers,  he  said,— "Truly  thii 
is  a  great  and  powerful  prince;  yet  it  shall  go  haid. 
with  ua  but  we  will  one  day  viiut  him  in  bis  capiuL' 
Ab  Cortes  si>oke,  the  bell  tolled  for  the  Ave  &taria^ 
and  the  soldiei-s  fell  ujxin  their  knees,  and  offered  up. 
their  orisoiiB  before  the  cross  planted  in  the  flandi.s 
The  astonished  Aztecs  desired  to  know  the  meaaing' 
this,  whereupon,  says  Diaz,  "  Cortea  hinted  to  tht 
Father  Olmedo  the  propriety  of  a  sernion,  such  la 
should  convey  to  them  the  truths  of  our  holy  fiut&. 
Father  Olmedo  accordingly  preached,  like  an  exc«Ileat 
theologian,  whicli  he  wa.s,  explaining  the 
of  the  cross,  at  the  sight  of  whiok  the  evil  beings  tb^ 
woi-sbipped  as  gods  fled  away.  These  eiibjecta,  anl' 
much  more,  he  dilated  upon ;  and  it  was  perfectly 
explained  to,  and  understood  by,  the  Mexicana,  wbt 
promised  that  they  would  relate  all  they  had  eeea  aad 
heard  to  their  sovereign.  He  also  declared  to  then, 
that  amongst  the  prindpal  objects  of  oiir  missiMi 
thither,  were  those  of  putting  a  stop  to  human  mum 
Scee,  injustices,  and  idohitrous  worship;  and  then, 
presenting  them  with  an  image  of  our  Holy  Yiisin 
with  her  eon  in  her  arms,  he  desired  thetn  to 
it  with  them,  to  venerate  it,  and  to  plant 
similar  to  that  before  them  in  their  templea," 

The  good  father's  pi-eaching  was  UDSucoessfiil; 
the  ambassadors  withdrew  in  anger,  and  the  fol 
morning  the  Spaniards  found  themselves  alone  ifi 


ALARH   or  tllE  SPAKIABDa. 


07 


desolate  wilderness  cut  off  from  all  suppVipa.  During 
tlip  niglit  the  whole  Mexican  party  had  taken  tlieir 
depurturd.  Alarmed  M  this  unfriendly  nioveraeut, 
Cortt'B  prepared  for  an  attack  <ipoD  his  qunrteii 
It  afterwarda  appeared,  however,  that  hostilities  were 
nut  intended.  The  Aztec  mnnaivh  had  ordered  the 
DtoveineDt  with  the  hope  of  thus  driving  the  iavadeia 
back  to  tlieir  ships. 

In  this  dilemma  Montejo  returned,  hrin^g  news 
that  about  twelve  leagues  along  the  coast  he  hod 
found  a  good  port  for  the  ships,  and  a  favourable  spot 
for  the  encampment  of  the  army.  The  Mexican 
name  of  this  place  was  CLiahuitztla ;  It  beaime  the 
site  (if  Cort«s'  town  of  Villa  Rica  Vera  Cruz  (the 
rich  city  of  the  true  cross). 

A  crinishadnowarrivod  in  the  fortunes  of  Cortes.  Ho 
denired  to  depart  immediately  for  Chiahuitztla,  there  to 
encnmp.  A  great  portion  of  the  army,  especially  the 
fACtion  of  VelHsquez,  were  dol«rmined  to  I'etum  and  re- 
port to  the  Qovemor  of  Cuba  what  had  been  done.  This 
feeling  being  ent«rtAbed  by  a  party  so  strong  and  power- 
ful, the  general  could  not  altogether  disregard  it;  still 
the  dilemma  was  perplexing.  To  return  to  Cuba  after 
having  so  openly  set  Velasquez  at  dc&ance  would  be 
but  to  court  a  trial  for  mutiny  and  treaiaon ;  while  to 
remain  and  attempt  the  conquest  of  the  empire  would 
he  impoaaible,  without  the  entire  concnrrenta  of  hia 
«hole  army  To  gain  time,  iherefijre,  he  evaded  their 
requests,  saying,  "So  far  all  has  gone  uell;  when  we 
have  taken  up  a  better  position  I  have  no  doubt  that 
we  may  still  continue  a  profitable  intercourse  with  the 
nativos."     He  referred  only  to  the  wealth  to  bo  gained 
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by  barter.     Hud  lie  tben  declared   bis  inteatioti  of  I 
amquetl  lie  would  have  been  brandt^  as  a  mad)n»i). 

la  the  midst  of  his  dilemma  Bve  Indinna  came  to  bit 
camp.    Tbeir  dreas  aud  appearance  were  different  from  I 
tLe  Mexicans,     They  wore  rings  of  gold  and  geuM  of  I 
a  bright  blue  stone  in  tbeir  ears  and  nostrils,  while  I,  I 
gold  leaf  was  attached  to  the  under  lip.    They  informed  | 
Coi'tea  they  were  natives  of  Cerapoalln,  the  capital  of »  I 
cation  called  the  Totonacs;  that  their  caciqtie  had  aeni  ( 
them  to  congratulate  him  on  bis  arrival,  and  to  beg  I 
him  to  visit  Cempoalla.    They  further  informed  Cortet    I 
that  their  eonntry  had  recently  been  conquered  and 
added  to  tlie  empire  of  Montezuma,  whom  tbey  bated. 
This  was  refreshing  news  to  the  wily  Spaniard,  whoM 
quick  mind  at  once  saw  that  the  Mexican  empire  was 
campnet'd  of  antagonistic  races,  which,  if  encouraged  in 
their  hatred  for  each  other,  might  be  made  to  help  hiM 
to  the  conquest  of  tbeir  common  country.     He  there- 
fore diemisMed  thene  men  with  a  message  to  their  due^    ! 
that  he  would  qieedily  visit  him  in  bis  capital.     Thi 
general  then  took  council  with  his  personal  frienda, 
De   Alvarado   and    bis   brothers,    Puertocarrero,  Tk 
Olid,  aud  Pe  Avila,  aa  to  the  means  by  which  b<    i 
might,  with  some  show  of  legality,  change  the  whdt 
tenor  of  the  instructiona  he  had  received  from  Tcl» 
queE,  and   persuade  those  men,   so  ctumoroua  for  >  J 
return  to  Cuba,  to  join  him  heart  and  will  in  i 
iug  to  Mexico. 

Thus  liad  the  chief  officers  of  the    army  1 
divided  into  two  factions,  the  one  in  the  interest  ^ 
the  Governor  Velasquez,  bent  upon  returnir 
the  other  devoted  to  Coi-tes,  and  resolved  t 


lives  uu]  fiHtvBc*  mai^  ft*  ^ma^m  l^i^K. 

unalguuato  Um  tv%  Ac  fci^riB  rf  CtaMM  •■ 

canvassed  tlie  nhfiKs.    ■>!!■  HMMm  «•  <MI»  ■ 

said  tboT,  "waoUbtoAlaaJM  la  ^MfH*^ 

under  nicli  ■  kadcfv  ■■(  Im4  *•  ||h7  mA  *H 

riches,  and  to  ■mcaAer  I*  A*  p^^  TAi^ih 

little  gaioa  wc  bavn  ahtatf  abtaimA     It  ■  I 

Cortes  has  a 

coiintiy;  but  t 

Spain*  detnaiMl  Oml  it  d 

fore,  perstiade  Um  g 

manvnt  colonv,  the  govoBBeat  of  «UA  'w9  li 
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diat«  return  to  Oif«. 

etadird  his  part,  ronrteoMly  liitrwii  to  ttm  Immfitf 

remcDHtmnee,  and  aasvend  "IWt 

from  his  dexira  than  to  exceed  I 

woa  true  he  sliould  pt«f<n'  to  r 

Bod    contmne    bia    profitable 

Dutives ;   but  nnce  the  army   Ikoo^rt  «dcr«iM  W 

shoald  defer  to  their  optniona,"    The  next  mmrwaa^ 

he  Ueued  ordt'ta  for  tbe  tniop*  to  enbnfc  oa  Inxd 

the  flwt,  wliich  vaa  to  retnra  to  Cal«.     Tin  d 

bad   tb«   desired  effect;    it  c 
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"We  came  here,"  said  they,  "expecting  to  form  ft 
settlement  if  the  state  of  the  coiintiy  authorized  iti> 
Kow,  it  seems  you  have  no  warrant  from  the  goveruM 
to  make  one.  But  tbei'e  are  intereats  higher  ihaa 
those  of  Velasquez  which  demand  it.  These  territoriea 
are  not  bia  property,  but  were  discovered  for  Ha 
sovereigns;  and  it  ia  ue«essary  to  plant  &  colony  to 
vatch  over  their  iutereatsi,  instead  of  wasting  time  in 
idle  baiter,  or,  still  worse^  of  returning  iu  the  preseiit 
state  of  afEiirs  to  Cuba.  If  you  refuse,"  they  con- 
cluded, "  we  shall  protest  against  your  conduct  u 
disloyal  to  their  highnesses."  Coi-tes  received  this 
remonstrance  with  afi'ected  embarrassment,  and  de^i«d 
time  for  consideration.  The  result  waa,  of  course,  hii 
acquiescence  in  the  wiahea  of  Mb  owu  party.  Accord* 
ingty,  he  proceeded  to  establish  a  colony  in  the  name  of 
the  Spaniiih  sovereigns,  and  to  name  the  reqatsit* 
magiatnttes.  For  the  alcaldes  he  chose  Puertocarren 
and  Montfljo,  the  former  devoted  to  himself,  the  latter' 
the  friend  of  Velasquez,  chosen  fur  that  reason — a  vim 
policy.  Having  appointed  all  the  other  fuactiooanM 
necessary  to  form  the  government  of  a  Sjianish  atj, 
they  were  formally  sworn  into  office,  and  the  new  ci^ 
received  the  name  of  Villa  Rica  de  Votu  Cnii  (di* 
rich  town  of  the  true  cross).  Thug  this  band  </ 
adventurers  was  suddenly  tmuaformed  from  an  am] 
into  a  civil  body,  under  the  rule  of  a  regular  govon^ 
nieiit,  before  even  the  site  of  the  city  had  been  iiiuM[ 

t  The  new  municipality  having  met  in  twlemn  «•;] 
clave,  Cortes  appeared  before  it,  cap  in  hand,  ui] 
tendered  the  resignation  of  bis  captain -geuentUbM 


FOCXDOe  Of  1 


"Which, 


bestoweil  H,  « 

magutnc;  at  Tilk  Bic»dc  T«»  Ove." 

ft  profbiuid  bov,  he  Ut  the  arv  ^hS^ 
ddibetstiofMk, 

Thai  artfullr  &I  Cnrtn  iiitu  Iebm 
aathoritf  of  tiw  jnbw  TdMfMi^  a^  < 
other  haada  taT°— 'M'*'*  «k>Bh  an^ 
dang^mu  ranha:  at  laH^  k  had  ■* 
homoljr  tumwh,  goc  (h*  anr  l»  ■■« 
boat  vith  him.  If  he  ««r  P^  '  *" 
longer  Mood  alenc  Ihe  eaaa^  aa  i 
imafiDcd,    lort 

"There   wu   no  ow,"  the;  mii 
reBoctioiL,  apporad  to  them  to  «■ 
chiirge  of  the  farteiMla  td  the  < 
jKMoe  and  la  ww,  a*  Uaaalf ;  la 
lULDied  him,  in  behalf  ti  tbdr 
oaptain-gcneni  and  (UtfjaMin  «f  tiba  ailwf. 
was  farther  eBi{>ow«t«tI  ta  dtw,  on  Ua^'B  aaai 
one-lifUi  of  the  goU  a 
be  obtained  hf  n 
These  extnoidiaar;  | 
Yelikaquet  entiralf  by  t 

Hpiril  did  TriaaqiMS  de  Lean,  Baoohw.  aad  Ktp  4e 
Oniaz  exhibit,  that  the  gcttenl  «t  eoec  had  thMB 
placed  in  irons.  The  fitaiw  of  the  »aa  fix'  hta 
poaitiin  was  ia  do  jait  of  hi*  eaieer  hett«r  i 
than  in  the  rajudit;  wjlh  whWi  he  gained  the  t 
ti^oU-d  over  to  hi*  cawc.  Prouama,  aad  even  goU, 
vera  UhenUiX  krUo^tia  I 
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ranks  with  a  will;  and  wlten  a  party  of  the  bretlira^' 
returued  fi-om  a  forage  with  an  abundant  snpjily 
poulti'y  and  vcgetiibleB,  good  humour  lutumed  vith 
good  cheer,  "and,"  ss,;s  Prescott,  "the  rival  factiaapt 
embraced  one  anot^her  us  companions  in  arms  p1c<dgq4 
to  a  common  cause.  Even  the  bigli-mettled  hidalg*! 
on  board  the  vc»4el9  did  not  long  withstand  the 
tide  of  reconciliation,  but  one  by  one  gave  in  t 
adhesion  to  the  new  government.  What  is  i 
remarkable  is,  that  this  forced  coayersion  was  n 
hollow  one ;  but  from  this  time  forward  several  of  t 
very  cavaliers  became  the  most  steady  and  devoted 
tisans  of  Cortes.  SticU  was  the  address  of  this  exti%- 
ordjnaiy  man,  and  encli  the  ascendency  which  in  a  few 
months  he  had  acqtiired  over  these  wild  and  tnrbal«ol 
apirits !  By  this  ingenious  tranafonnntion  of  a  uilitaiy 
into  a  civil  community  he  had  secured  a  new  and 
tual  basis  for  future  oporationa.  He  might  now  |t 
forward  without  fear  of  check  or  control  &oni 
perior,  at  least  from  atiy  superior  tliau  the  crem^ 
under  which  alone  he  held  his  commission.  In  ao 
plishing  this,  instead  of  incurring  the  charge  of  vm 
tion,  or  of  transcending  his  legitimate  i>owers,  he 
transferred  the  resironaibility,  in  a  great  mewuie,  I* 
those  who  had  impoaed  on  him  the  necessity  of 
By  this  step,  moreover,  he  had  linked  the  fortnnM  4 
his  followers  indissolubly  with  his  o^iii.  They  1*1 
taken  their  chance  with  him,  and,  whether  for  walm 
for  woe,  must  abide  the  cousequeucea.  He  ww  at 
longer  limited  to  the  narrow  concerns  of  a  sonlii 
traffic,  hut,  sure  of  their  co-operstjou,  might  tun 
boldly  meditate,  and  gradually  discloae,    thg«  li*j 
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les  which  he  had  formod  in  his  own  l>osom  for 
the  coni^iiest  of  an  empire." 

Having  thus  welded  into  a  compact  body  the  dis- 
cordant elements  by  which  he  had  been  mi  recently 
surTuundcd,  and  by  means  of  hia  own  strong  will  and 
genius  Livathed  into  it  a  portion  of  his  indomitable 
Hpirit,  Cortea  ahipped  his  (^rcat  giina,  and  orilere<]  the 
fleet  to  proceed  round  the  coast  to  Chiahntt^tla,  while 
with  the  army  he  started  for  the  same  place,  tra- 
versing some  miles  of  drejuy  plains,  intending  to  visit 
CempottUa,  whoae  lord,  as  we  hare  seen,  had  invited 
him  to  hia  capital.  But  for  the  better  understanding 
t'(  many  intporUnt  events  which  haj)peDe<l  to  the  army 
im  its  march,  it  ia  necessary  that  we  should  know  aomc' 
thing,  not  only  of  that  golden  capital,  fur  the  conquest 
of  which  auch  a  fierce  passion  was  burning  in  the  heart 
of  Corte*,  but  also  of  Uoul«2uma,  a  nionnrch  whose 
pivaeuta  to  the  invaders  besjuke  his  wealth  as  well  as 
hia  feara,  and  who  was  theu  moving  heaven  and  eiirth 
to  retard  the  inarch  of  the  Spuiiards. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


THE  BTOBT  0 


OoupATtCD  with  the  reptiblic  of  Mexico,  as  now  ehoi 
npoD  tha    map  of    North    Amenca,   the    em|nre 
MoDteziima  wtis  but  a  small  territory,  reaching 
about  the  eighteeuth    degree  north  httitude,  to 
twenty-firet  an  the  Atlantic,  aad  from  the 
to   the   nineteenth  on  the  Pacific,  while   its   greal 
breadth  did  not  exceed  five  dej^rees  and  a-balf,  dwii 
ling  as  it  apjiroached  ita  south -eaaterii  limits  to  !«• 
than  two.     Yet  such  is  the  remarkable  formation  tt 
this  country,  that,  though  unt  more  than  twice  u  Ivgi 
as  New  England,  it  presented  eveiy  variety  af  clinut^ 
and  was  capable  of  yielding  nearly  every  fruit  {oaai 
•   between  the  equator  and  the  ai'ctic  circle. 

From  the  sea-board  at  Cbiahnitztla  (to  whiob  plM> 
we  have  seen  Cortes  about  to  repair),  there  is  one  con- 
tinuous rise  until,  reaching  the  walla  of  Mesioo,  tb 
Intvetler  finds  he  is  at_an  elevation  of  7,501}  fret 
above  the  level  of  the  sea;  hence  the  three  d 
and  distinct  cliraatea,— the  tierra  ctUiente, 
region,  which  produces  the  vegetation  of  the 
and  the  deadly  vCmito,  or  hilions  fever,  ao  i 
Europeans;  the  tierra  lentplaela,  or  temj>«ntte 
whu^  haa  nil  the  chaiitcbet'  and  aspect  of  tilia 
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«one  of  tlie  globe — mighty  mountains,  nncci  gle&miDg 
with  volc*nic  fires,  and  still  resplendent  in  theb-  mftntlee 
of  SDOW,  which  serve  aa  beacons  to  the  mariner;  still 
higher  wo  come  to  the  tierra  Jria,  or  oold  regioti,  the 
last  of  the  three  great  natuml  terraces  into  which  the 
omintry  is  diWded.  Having  thua  reached  a  heiglit  of 
between  seven  and  eight  thousand  fe«t,  we  are  ujxiQ  the 
nunmit  of  the  Cordillera  of  the  Andes — the  colossal 
range  that,  after  traversing  South  America  and  the 
Isthmus  of  Darien,  spreads  out,  as  it  enters  Mexico,  into 
that  vtigt  sheet  of  table-land,  which  maintains  an  eleva- 
tion of  more  than  six  thousand  feet  for  tho  distance  of 
nearly  two  hundred  leagues,  until  it  gradually  declines 
in  the  higher  latitudes  uf  the  north. 

The  valley  of  Mexico  is  situated  about  mid-way 
acrosM  the  continent,  rather  nearer  the  Pacific  than  the 
Atlnntic  Ocean.  It  is  oval  in  form,  and  about  sixty- 
seven  teaguea  in  circumference,  and  encompassed  by 
a  towering  rampart  of  rock.  One-tenth  part  of  the 
ralley  is  taken  ap  by  fivo  lakes,  on  the  oppoaibe 
b>Drd«T  of  the  largest  of  which  stood  the  great  cities  of 
Mexico  tud  Teiciico,  the  capitals  of  ^e  two  most 
flourishing  states  of  Annhuac 

This  Anahniic,  a  word  signiiying  "  near  the  waters," 
was  die  ancient  name  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
country  now  uiarked  nixm  the  map  as  New  Spain. 
Several  races  occupied  this  territory  prior  to  the 
Mexicans  or  Aztecs,  tiie  moat  remarkable  of  whom,  aa 
far  as  we  know,  were  the  Toltecs,  a  people  who  came 
from  the  north  about  tlie  close  of  the  seventh  century. 
These  people  seem  to  faavti  npprouclied  n  high  state  of 
civilization;  for  they  wew  wiill  instmcted  in  agricultHra 
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and  many  of  the  most  ustrful  mechanical  hpIs;  vera 
nice  workers  in  nieUls;  invented  the  complex  anunge- 
iDunt  of  time  adopted  by  the  Aztecs;  "ia  short,"  Mjt 
tha  historinn,  "were  the  true  fouotaiuB  of  the  dTili»> 
tion  whicli  distiugtiished  this  part  of  the  coDtineot  t]t> 
later  times.  They  esttflblbhed  their  capital  at  Tub, 
north  of  the  Mesiean  valley,  and  the  remains  of 
extensive  huildinga  were  to  be  discerned  there  »! 
time  of  tbe  conquest.  The  noble  ruins  of  religious  and 
other  edifices,  still  to  be  seen  in  variouB  pai-ts  of  Ne» 
8poin,  are  referred  t«  this  peoi>le,  whose  name,  Tulte^ 
has  pasiiwl  into  a  synonym  for  architect.  1 
shadowy  Jiis!tory  reminds  us  of  those  primitive  ■ 
who  preceded  the  ancient  Egyptians  in  the  march  of 
civilization;  fragments  of  whose  monnracnta,  as  thay 
are  seen  at  this  day,  inwrporHted  with  the  boiJdiitp  nf 
the  Kgyptians  themBelv«a,  give  to  these  latt«r  tki 
appearance  of  ahnost  modem  oonstructions. 

"  After  a  period  of  four  centuries,  the  Tolteca,  wta- 
had  extended  their  sway  ovei-  the  remotest  bonlenrf! 
Anahuac,  having  been  gre«tly  reduced,  it  is  siid,  bf 
fiimine,  pestilence,  and  nnsuccessful  wars,  disnppDtnd 
from  the  land  as  silently  and  mysterionsly  as  they  bid 
entered  it.  A  few  of  them  still  lingered  behind,  W 
much  the  greater  number  pi-obably  spretid  over  Al 
region  of  Central  America,  and  the  neighbouring  idn; 
and  the  traveller  now  speculates  on  the  majestic  roiw 
of  Mitla  and  Palenqne  as  possibly  the  work  of  tki* 
extraordinary  i)eople. 

"  After  the  lapse  of  about  a  century  the  dovrtal 
country  was  entered  by  the  Chichamtscis,  a  people  m 
rude  and  barbarous  that,  as  their  name    la  aaij  Ml 


nify,  tliey  burrowed  ia  caves.  Afl*r  these  came 
I  of  a  higlier  order  in  the  liu 
Tepanecs,  ihc  Aztecs  or  Mexicans,  und  the  Acolhuans 
or  TexottcatiB.  For  a  length  of  time  the  kst  two 
nwea  wera  to  have  been  about  equal  in  power  and 
number  iu  Analiiiac.  Indeed,  virtually  of  the  Bome 
Aztfc  origin,  tbey  acted  as  confederate  natiouK,  and 
together  subdued  the  whole  of  the  various  tribes 
scattered  over  Anahuac;  but  the  emitire  had  never 
been  m  great  or  powerful  aa  at  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Spaniards;  for  then  the  two  nations 
had  but  one  supreme  head,  viz.,  as  he  is  called  by  the 
Spanish  writfrs,  the  great  Montoizuma." 

The  AzlecB  are  supposed  to  have  received  the  genu 
of  their  future  civilization  from  the  few  Toltecs  still 
remaining  in  the  country  upon  their  arrival.  Be  that, 
however,  as  it  may,  the  conquerore,  who  had  hitherto 
in  the  New  World  met  nothing  but  naked  savages, 
wrre  astonished  to  find  a  people  (if  we  except  one 
barUtroua  and  revolting  custom,  of  which  we  shall 
read  enough  hereafler}  but  Uttle  less  advanced  than 
the  grvat  nations  of  the  cast 

The  guverament  waa  au  elective  monarchy,  the 
sovereign  being  always  choaeu  from  one  family;  bnt 
the  candidate  mnst  have  diatinguished  himself  in 
war.  The  monarch  was  installed  with  great  pom]i 
ami  religious  ceremony,  in  the  midst  of  which  a 
t'lDwn  resembling  ■  mitre,  ornamented  with  gold, 
preciuiiB  gems,  and  feathei's,  waa  placed  upon  his  head 
by  the  liord  of  Tezcuco,  the  diief  prince  of  the  empire. 
The  sovereign  nuided  in  a  mftgiiificeut  (wlace  con- 
taining, as   in   Asiatic  countries,  gi'eat  halls  fur  his 
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There  were  institutions  strongly  resembling  the 
feudal  system  then  in  vogue  in  Europe.  For  instance, 
there  were  thirty  great  caciques,  who  lived  a  portion 
of  the  year  in  the  caj)ital,  each  of  whom  could,  at  the 
emperor's  command,  muster  100,000  vassals,  and  by 
this  tenure  the  lords,  great  and  small,  held  their  lands. 
They  possessed  a  regular  system  of  laws,  which  were 
administered  by  judges  who  held  their  offices  indcjien- 
dent  of  the  sovereign,  and  from  whose  decision  tliere 
was  no  appeal.  There  can  be  no  greater  proof  of  the 
high  state  of  civilization  of  these  people  than  the 
account  given  of  their  tribunals  by  Prescott  on  the 
authority  of  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  historians. 

"  The  judges  wore  an  appropriate  di*ess,  and  attended 
to  business  both  parts  of  the  day,  dining  always,  for  the 
sake  of  despatch,  in  an  apartment  of  the  same  building 
where  they  held  their  session — a  method  of  proceeding 
much  commended  by  the  Spanish  chroniclers,  to  whom 
despatch  was  not  very  familiar  in  their  own  tribunals. 
Officers  attended  to  preserve  order,  and  others  sum- 
moned the  parties  and  produced  them  in  court.  No 
counsel  was  employed;  the  parties  stated  their  own 
case,  and  suppoi-ted  it  by  their  witnesses;  the  oath 
of  the  accused  was  also  admitted  in  evidence.  The 
statement  of  the  case,  the  testimony,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  trial,  were  all  set  forth  by  a  clerk  in 
Weroglyphical  paintings,  and  handed  over  to  the  court. 
The  paintings  were  executed  with  so  much  accui*acy 
that,  in  all  suits  respecting  real  property,  they  were 
allowed  to  be  produced  as  good  authority  in  the 
Spanish  tribunals  very  long  after  the  conquest,  and 
a  chair  for  their  study  and  interpretation  was  estab- 
lished at  Mexico  in  1553,  which  has  long  since  shared 
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e  of  mnat  other  provdsiona  for  learning  in  that 

(brtunal«  country. 

"  A  capita]  sentence  was  indicat^l  by  a  line  traced 
wHh  an  arrow  across  the  portrait  of  the  accused.  In 
Tcxcnco,  where  the  king  presided  in  the  cinut,  this, 
acconling  to  the  national  chronicler,  was  done  with 
extraordinniy  pamde.  Hia  de«.'ription,  wliirh  is  of 
rather  a  poetical  cast,  I  giv-p  in  hia  own  words, — 'la 
the  roynl  piihu^  of  TeMiico  was  a  court-yard,  on  the 
oppcwit*  sides  of  which  were  two  halla  of  justice.  In 
the  princiiml  one,  called  the  "tribunal,"  was  a  throne 
of  pure  gold  inlaid  with  turquoiseti  nod  other  precious 
stones.  On  a  Ht«ol  in  front  wait  placed  a  human  skoll, 
crowned  withau  immense  emerald  of  a  pyramidal  form, 
and  snnnounted  by  an  aigrette  of  brilliant  plumes  and 
precious  stones.  The  bIeuU  waa  laiil  on  a  heap  of 
militury  weapons,  shields,  quivers,  bows,  and  arrows. 
The  walls  were  hung  with  tapestry  made  of  the  hair 
of  diiferent  wild  animals,  of  rich  and  various  colours, 
festooned  by  gold  rings,  and  embroidered  with  figures 
of  birds  and  flowers.  Above  the  throne  was  a  canopy 
of  variegated  plumage,  from  the  centre  of  which  shot 
forth  re«])lendent  rays  of  gold  and  jewela  The  other 
tribunal,  called  "  tlie  King's,"  was  also  surmounted  by 
»  gorgeous  canopy  of  feathers,  on  which  wore  em- 
blomned  the  royal  arms.  Here  tbe  sovereign  gave 
public  audience,  and  communicated  his  despatches. 
£ut  when  he  decided  Un{Kirt«nt  causes,  or  confirmed  a 
capital  senti^nci^,  ho  passed  to  the  "Tribunal  of  God," 
attended  by  the  fourteen  gi-eat  loids  of  the  realm, 
marshallcl  according  to  their  lunk.  Then,  putting  on 
his  mitred  crown,  incmsted  with  predous  stones,  and 
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lioldiug  a  golden  arrow  by  way  of  sceptre  in  hU  left 
lurnd,  be  luid  his  riglit  upon  tlie  ekuU,  uiii  pro- 
nounced judgment.' " 

Tlia  laws  for  the  protection  of  persona  and  proper^ 
were  numerous;  even  intemperance  and  prodigalitJT 
were  punishable.  Slavery  existed  amongst  them,  yet 
no  person  could  be  born  to  slavery.  The  form  m 
-which  the  taxes  or  tribute  wad  ptud  will  serve  to 
exhibit  the  state  of  their  manufactures  and  produetd 
They  consisted  of  such  articles  ng  cotton  dresses  an4 
mantles  of  featherwork  exquisitely  mnde;  omamentsd 
armour,  vases,  and  plates  of  gold;  gold  dust,  1 
and  bracelets;  crystal,  gilt,  and  vurnished  jars,  mi 
goblets i  bells,  coins,  and  uteusila  of  copper; 
of  [laper,  grain,  fruits,  copal,  amber,  cochineal,  < 
wild  animiils,  and  birds,  timber,  lime,  mats,  Ac 

Their  system  of  posts  seems  to  have  been  n 
to  that  in  vogue  among  the  Cliinese.  "Post-houart 
were  established  on  the  great  roads,  about  two  leagoN 
distant  from  each  other.  The  coiiri<n-,  bearing  Ul 
despatches  in  the  form  of  a  hieroglyphicnl  painting,  na^ 
with  them  to  the  lii'st  station,  from  whence  they  WCtI 
taken  by  another  messenger  and  carried  forward  M 
the  next,  and  so  on  till  they  reached  the  capiul 
These  couriers,  tniint-d  from  childhood,  tniv«lM 
with  incredible  swiftoeaa:  not  four  or  five  ImgaM 
an  hour,  as  an  old  chronicler  would  make  ua  belisv^ 
but  with  such  Hiiccil  that  desjmtchea  were  carried  ft 
one  to  two  hundred  miles  a-day.  Fivah  fieh  1 
frequently  served  at  Hontexuma's  table  in  twcnlj? 
four  hours  from  the  time  it  had  been  taken  ia  li 
Gulf  of  Meuoo,  two  faimitred  milw  from  the  eaeiM 
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s  way  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the 
toyel  armies  was  r&]iidlj'  hroiight  to  court;  und  t1i« 
tirers  of  the  courier,  denoting  by  it»  colour  the  nature 
of  hia  tidiiigs,  spread  joy  or  conBtemation  in  tlie  towUM 
tbrnvgli  which  he  passed." 

But  wh&t  is  more  remarkable,  in  all  the  prindpal 
oittee  were  to  be  found  hospitals  for  the  core  of  th« 
uck,  &nd  the  [>ermanent  re^ge  of  the  disabled  soldier, 
"and  surgeons  were  placed  over  them,  who,"  natiricaily 
obaervM  a  Spaniard,  "  were  do  far  better  than  those  in 
Europe  that  they  did  not  protract  the  cure  in  order 
to  increase  the  pay." 

From  the  foregoing  brief  view  of  the  civil  life  und 
institiitiona  of  the  Aztecs,  how  plnasingly  astouished 
are  we  to  find  a  civilieed  people,  with  all  the  germs 
Rveii  of  gmtnees,  where,  like  tlie  Spaniards,  we  had 
anticipated  to  have  found  a  race  of  mere  savages !  Fro- 
portioiwte  will  be  the  sorrow  and  indignation  of  my 
r«ad«r  at  another  side  of  the  picture.  As  we  hav« 
•MO  them,  we  could  execrate  the  invaders  who,  a> 
■  people,  rooted  tliem  from  the  fiice  of  the  earth. 
As  we  shall  noto  Bee  them,  we  must,  notwithstiuid- 
ing  the  excaees  made  for  them  by  hiatoriani,  even 
the  amiable  and  accomplished  Preacott,  lose  not  only 
all  aymjiathy  with  their  miisfurtuurtt,  but  rejoice  that 
the  miMwious  S^umiard  wai  suecvaaful  iu  erasing  from 
the  earth  a  blot  which  shamed  all  hnmanity.  Tliat 
blot  waa  the  practice  of  nacrificing  human  beinga 
before  the  altars  of  their  hideons  idols.  Tliis  horrible 
rite  hnx,  it  in  tme,  been  practised  in  many  nations. 
In  An.ilmae,  however,  the  smallest  coniputntiou  makes 
the  number  of  yearly  victims  to  have  been  S0,000, 


F  the  largest  60,000, — it  is  proliabiy  between  the  two. 
At  eJmost  every  town  through  which  the  conq^neron 
passed  tiiey  released  manj  who  were  caged  and  prepar- 
ing for  immolation.     Truthful  old  CaplaiD  Diax  tells 
\e  temple  he  and  bin  companions  counted 
\  130,000  human  Bkulls,  it  being  the  euatom   to  pre- 
serve theae  relies  in  plaoea  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose.     Yet  tho  most  revolting  portion  of  the   rite 
1  he  told.     Fii-st,  however,  let  ns  examine  tho 
'   nature  of  the  religion  which  could  have  led  to  sach 
L  ahominable  and  wicked  pi^actices. 

This  religion  waa  an  extraordinary  compound  of 
I  good  and  evil,  of  inspiration  and  superstition.  In 
\  Bome  respects  it  bore  a  remarkable  resemblance  la 
[  Christianity,  but  for  the  greater  part  partook  of  ihs 
[  worst  form  of  idolatry.  The  Aztecs  believed  in  the 
{  existence  of  a  supreme  Creator  of  the  iiniverae.  They 
I  addressed  him  in  their  prayers  as  "  tlie  Ood  by 
.  we  live;"  "omnipresent,  that  knoweth  all 
I  thoughts,  and  giveth  all  gifts;"  "without  who* 
niaa  is  aa  nothing;"  "invisible,  incorporeal,  one  OkA 
,■  of  purj'tct  perfed^n  and  purity;"  "under  whose  wingt 
L  we  find  repose  and  a  sure  defence."  In  the  ceromonj. 
[  their  children  the  lips  and  bosom  of  tlM 
I  were  sprinkled  with  water,  and  *'  the  Lonl 
tnplored  to  permit  the  holy  drops  to 
f  the  sin  that  was  given  to  it  before  the 
■m  of  the  world,  so  that  the  child  might  be 

Is  it  not  almoHt  incredible  that  a  people  u]>on  whom 
I  these  rays  of  light  had  gleamed  should 
i  time  adore  a  multitude  of  divinities 
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?  are  told  they  liHd  tLirteen  chief,  and  two 
traiidred  inferior,  to  each  of  whom  some  especial  dny 
was  ajipropriuted.  The  hi/ad  of  theae  woa  Huitalo- 
|iotohli,  tbo  Mexican  Mars.  Ke  was  the  tutetaiy 
deity  of  the  nation.  His  temple  was  the  most  stately, 
his  altars  the  moat  uumerouB.  To  supply  Lis  ht.'ca- 
tomba  the  warriore  were  taught  not  to  alay  their 
enemies,  Lut  to  make  csptivce.  Sometimes  tlie  only 
etuua  belli  between  two  tribes  was  for  llie  purpoee  of 
taking  prisoners  for  aacrifice.  When  the  emperor 
waa  asked  why  he,  so  powerful  a  prince,  penuitt«d 
the  existence  of  this  kiwi  of  wurfiite  upon  the  bordeTS 
of  his  little  republic  of  Tloscatu,  he  chumcteristic&Uy 
replied,  "Thiit  it  might  supply  him  with  victims  for 
th»  goda." 

The  priesthood  » 
hist  countries;  hoi 
tbo  fart  that  5,000  wei 
thp  cMpitaL  There  we' 
plea — "  TatcallU"  (lioi 
greater  part  consist«d  of  solid  i 
with  brick  or  stone.  In  form  tbey  were  pyramidal, 
^«  base*  of  «ome  being  more  than  a  hundred  feet 
aqnarc,  arising  in  five  stories  to  a  great  height,  each 
nmnller  than  the  lower  onei  At  every  story  there 
was  a  ttrmce,  which  served  as  a  restiug-plucc  during 
the  ascent,  which  was  reached  by  a  Btnircuse  passing 
round  tlie  building.  The  top  was  a  broad  area,  an 
which  were  two  lofty  towers.  Tlieao  were  the  sniiotu- 
aries  in  wliicb  were  enxhrineil  the  sacred  images  of  the 
prcaiiling  deities.  Before  these  stood  the  dreadful 
stone  of  sacrifice,  and  two  idtais,  on  which  fii«3  wen 


t  nearly  as  in  Budd- 
i  may  imagine  from 
o  att«ched  to  Uie  chief  temple  in 
■e  several  hnndreds  of  these  tem- 
ises  of  God)  in  each  city.  The 
«  of  earth,  cased 
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ooiitiiimilly  burning.  Histoiiaus  iu/orm  ns  therW' 
were  600  of  these  altars  witliiu  the  enctoeare  of  tfav 
great  tt^mple  of  Mexico,  which,  with  those  on  i 
sacred  edifices  in  other  parts  of  the  city,  ehed  » 
brilliant  illumination  over  its  streets  through.  tb# 
darke!it  nights.  One  iaa.y  imagine  with  what  hiathiof 
and  horror  the  Spaniards  first  piissed  through  tbtf 
gloiim  ayiaii  these  ever  burning  lights,  as  they  rememr 
bered  the  revolting  rites  so  frequently  celebrat«d 
beneath  their  rays. 

I  would  gladly  avoid  any  further  description  of  theai 
abominations;  but  to  do  so  would  be  to  leave  ti 
reader  in  ignor«Dce  of  an  institution  which  affected  ti 
very  marrow  of  the  Aztec  charactei-,  inflneuoed  tiw. 
&te  of  the  empire,  and  which  alone  extcuuates,  if  asjr. 
thing  can  do  so,  the  deeds  of  the  rapacioua  aod  in; 
many  instances  almost  ati  bloody  Spaniards. 

Many  opi>ortunities  were  taken  fortheiierfomu 
these  sacrifices.  The  chief,  not  aa  regards  the  n 
of  victiia)>,  hut  in  religimis  importance,  was  the  festant> 
iu  honour  of  Tezcatlipoca  (the  Mexican  Jupiter),  fof 
trayed  aa  being  of  singular  beauty.  A.  year  prior  to  ti 
festi\-al  the  handsumest  of  the  captives  was  selected  IB 
represent  him.  He  was  pkcwl  under  certain  tnban, 
who  instructed  him  how  to  jierfonn  bis  part  with 
grace  and  dignity.  He  was  amtyed  in  a  magnifionl 
dresH,  regaled  with  incense  and  a  profusi 
scented  floweirj;  royal  }Ktges  were  appointed  to  atb 
upon  him;  as  he  pas»i.il  through  the  streets  I 
people  prostrated  themselves,  and  did  him  Iiomag*  ■ 
the  reprcaentative  of  their  goal  deity;  four  of  i 
moat  beautii\il  prls  were  giron  to  him  for  wiTesj 


■^ 


the  greatest  noblw  feaated  him  at  their  tablex,  pitying 
Urn  the  hoRiage  of  a  divinitf- 

Tbew?  niduths  of  wretched  mockeiy  having  passed,  b« 
waA  stripped  of  his  gorgeous  appuivl,  placed  in  one  of 
the  king's  barges,  and  taken  acituis  the  lake  to  a 
t«mple  which  stood  on  its  mm-gin,  where  thonBanda  of 
MoxicMiH  were  awiiitiug  to  see  the  ceremony,  "As 
the  md  procession  wound  up  the  aides  of  thu  pyramid, 
the  unhappy  rictim  t)irew  away  hiit  gay  chaplets  of 
flowers,  and  broke  in  jiieei^s  tlie  musical  instruments 
wntb  which  be  hud  solaced  the  long  hours  of  captivity. 
On  the  summit  he  was  roc«ivi<d  by  six  priests,  whoae 
long  and  matt«d  locks  flowed  disorderly  over  their 
aable  robea,  covered  with  hiewglyphic  scrolls  of  mystic 
import.  They  lod  him  to  the  sacrificial  stone,  a  huge 
block  of  jfmj>er,  with  its  npper  svirface  souiewhat  coD- 
wx.  On  this  the  prisoner  was  stretched.  Five  pricnte 
fiecuiTN]  his  head  and  hia  limbej  whde  the  sixth,  clad 
in  a  sdirlet  mantle,  emblematic  of  bis  bloody  office, 
dextfrously  opened  the  breast  of  the  wretched  victim 
with  a  fthaip  tMior  of  tiali — a  volcanic  sulistance  hard  aa 
flint, — and  inserting  his  band  in  the  wound,  tora  out 
the  palpitating  henrt  The  minister  of  death  first 
liolding  this  tip  towards  the  sun,  an  object  of  worship 
tbroughout  Auuhunc,  cast  tt  at  the  feet  of  the  deily  to 
wbum  the  temple  was  devoted,  while  the  miiltitudca 
below  [irustrated  themiielvea  in  bumble  adorn  lion. 
The  tragic  story  of  this  prinoner  was  expounded  by 
the  prienta  as  tho  lypg  «/  hwtnan  dtgllny,  which, 
brilUiint  in  its  eonimencement,  too  often  closes  in 
■arrow  and  diiwster," 

tiucb  waa  the  jirescribed  form   of  buuuui    sacrilice 
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practised  bj  the  Aztecs,  the  victims  being  not  onlj 
men,  but  women,  and  sometimes  even  children.  Th* 
latter  were  geDerally  sacrificed  in  Beasonii  of  gtvtlt 
drought,  to  the  God  of  rain,  and  were  piirch&^d  foe 
this  pui-poBe  by  the  prieata  from  their  own  piirent^ 
The  Dumbera  who  thus  miserably  perished  npon  great 
occaaionB,  such  an  the  coronation  of  the  sovereij^t  a 
the  dedication  of  a  temple,  is  incredible.  Presooti 
writes, — "  At  the  dedication  of  the  great  temple  rf 
Hnitzilopotchli  in  HSG,  the  priaonera,  who  for  soma 
years  had  been  preaervud  for  the  purpo.se,  were  dr^wib 
from  all  qnai'tere  to  the  capitaL  They  were  range 
files  forming  a  procession,  nearly  two  miles  long.  Tbs 
cei'emony  consumed  several  days,  and  70,000  capdrt^ 
are  said  to  have  perished  at  the  slirine  of  Ur^ 
terrible  deity  I  But  who  can  believe  that  so  nunwio 
a  body  would  have  eufiered  themselves  to  be  li 
imresiatiugly  like  sheep  to  the  slaughter  t  Or  faon 
could  their  remains,  loo  great  for  consumption  jn  t 
ordinary  way,  be  disposed  of,  without  Inveding  a  p 
leuce  in  the  capital  1  Yet  the  event  was  of  r 
date,  and  is  unequivooally  attested  by  the  best  infonMA 
historians." 

The  must  revolting  part  of  the  story,  however,  is 
manner  iu  which  the  body  of  the  victim  was  disposed  tl 
It  was  given  to  the  warrior  who  hud  taken  him  in  itctaoii, 
and  served  up  at  an  enteitainment  given  to  hia  friendt* 
"  This,"  Bays  the  same  writer,  "  was  not  the 
repast  of  &mished  cannibals,  but  a  banquet 
with  delicious  beveragea  and  delicate  viauds, 
with  cost,  and  attended  Ijy  both  sexes,  who  condm 
themselves  with  all  the  decorum  of  civilized  life."    But' 


rthis  loKtlisome  disposal  of  the  body  we  miglit  Hgree 

inth  the  Ant^ricaii  historian,  who,  compiling  ihe  Aztec 
infttitution  of  human  Bftcrifico  vith  tho  SpAuish  luqui- 
utioD,  gives  it  pivfereoce  to  the  latter,  which  at  thftt 
time  destroyed  its  thouMinds  yearly  by  a  death  TDore 
cniel,  nrmcd  the  hand  of  brother  against  brother,  and 
did  more  to  arretit  the  progress  of  humanity  than  any 
scheme  ever  devised.  "For,"  eayaha,  "buinun  socritioe, 
hoirever  cruel,  hajt  nothing  in  it  degrading  to  ib  viclim; 
it  may  hu  rather  said  to  ennoble  him,  by  devoting  him 
to  the  gods.  Although  so  tcnible  with  the  Aztecs,  it 
WSB  eometiiiies  votuTitarily  embraced  by  them  as  the 
mont  glovinuH  death,  and  one  that  o[)eDed  a  siuv  ^asaa,^ 
into  paradise.  The  luquieitiou,  on  the  other  liand, 
branded  its  victims  with  iniamj  in  this  world,  and  con- 
s^ed  them  to  everhuitiug  perdition  in  the  nest." 

Such  was  the  chief  institution  of  the  extniordinory 
people  whoseempire  the  Spaniards  believed  the  Lord  of 
be«ven  bud  made  over  to  tlien  for  their  own  good;  and 
it  is  no  mom  than  justice  to  the  conqiieroi-s  to  give 
them  credit,  that  from  thtir  souls  they  believed  they 
were  llie  instruments  t>{  God,  by  his  will  engaged  in  a 
most  Iioly  eut«rjiiTse — the  c(niver»ion  or  extirpation  of 
•nine  mjlliuns  of  inlidelii. 

The  Sjianiarda  ultimately  succeeded ;  but  they  were 
indebted  in  no  small  degree  for  thiit  success  to  the 
Emiwror  Montezuma  himself.  This  prince,  who,  ori- 
dually  a  priest,  and  one  of  the  most  fatiatic  uf  his 
fiioatic  tribe,  had  been  taken  from  hia  duties  of  sweep- 
ing dtiwn  the  stairs  of  the  temple  of  the  war  god  to  fill 
tb«  throne.  The  priesthood  bad  never  known  so  glo- 
rioiiH  a  nile :  the  festivals  were  celebrated  with  uupre- 
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cedented  grandeur,  the  otadea  wei-e  consulted  on  the 
most  trivial  occasiona,  and  the  deities  were  propitiated' 
by  becntomba  of  victituB,  brought  in  triumpli  from  the 
conquered  pro vincea;  for,  in  the  earlier  yeantufhiareigDf 
Hontfizuma  was  a  great  w^mor;  and,  leading  his  nrmjai 
in  pcrsou,  tbc  Aztec  banner  had  been  seen  in  the  moat 
dintout  provinces  even  to  Nacaragna  and  Honduras, 
Thua,  in  hia  combined  character  of  hero,  priest,  and. 
monarch,  he  was  regarded  hy  his  subjects  as  a  demi-god 
Still  the  priesthood  governed  the  empei-or,  whose  beli^ 
in  all  the  superstitious  legends  of  his  religion  amounted' 
to  fanaticism ;  and  to  his  blind  credence  in  one  of  tbei 
he  was  mainly  indebted  for  his  ruin.  In  the  Attet 
mythology  was  the  god  of  the  air,  Quetzalcoatl  {tht' 
feathered  serpent),  Tfaia  deity,  during  bis  residence  cOL 
earth,  instructed  the  people  in  the  use  of  metals,  in  agri- 
culture, and  the  ai-ta  of  government;  and  while  he  lived 
here  below,  the  earth  teemed  with  fruits  and  flowery 
without  the  paina  of  human  culture.  An  ear  of! 
Indian  com  wus  as  much  as  a  single 
carry.  The  cotton,  aa  it  grew,  took  of  its 
the  rich  dyes  of  human  art  Tlie  air 
with  intoxicating  perfumes  and  the  swee' 

Unfortunately,  QuetzalcoatI,  incurring  the  dlBjJefiMn 
of  a  superior  deity,  was  compelled  to  quit  the  countii'. 
Taking  leave  of  hia  foUowci-s,  however,  upon  the  shoiS 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  ho  solemnly  promised  tliat  l» ! 
and  his  deacendints  would  return  at  some  future  tin 
He  then  entered  his  skitT,  made  of  serpents*  skins, 
seek  a  certain  fabled  land  of  Tlapallan.  This  god— u 
it  is  important  not  to  forget  the  desoriptiuu — was  sud 
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lukTe  been  toll  in  stature,  with  a  white  t<ldn,  long  hair, 
and  a  flowing  beard. 

Aa  longingly  as  the  ancient  Jews  looked  forward  to 
the  coming  of  the  Meaaiab,  so  did  the  whole  Aztec  race 
bope  for  the  return  of  their  good  ddty,  and  the  recoming 
of  the  golden  age.  Montezuma's  fears  led  him  into 
the  belief  that  the  time  was  fast  approaching,  and  that 
bis  empire  was  coming  to  an  end.  For  these  fcara  the 
emperor  had  good  cuuae;  for  loiig  before — perhaps 
twenty  years — the  landing,  or  even  the  discovery  of 
Mexico,  rumours  Iiad  reached  the  mouarch  of  the 
■rrival  of  Culumbua  and  his  followers  at  different 
Indian  nations,  "  of  whit«  men,  bearing  in  their  bands 
thunder  and  lightning,  and  many  among  them  half- 
horse  half-man."  To  the  imagination  of  the  king  such 
wonderful  beings  were  not  men,  but  Teule»  (godii, 
divine  beings);  and  if  so,  surely  they  muat  be  led  by 
QuetialcoatL  These  apprehensions  created  a  strong 
belief  in  eitraordinai^  events  l^eiug  signs  of  the  ap- 
liroRching  downfall  of  the  empire.  In  1510  the  great 
lake  swelled,  one  of  the  temples  took  fire,  without  any 
aiiparent  csnse;  the  following  year  appeared  three 
comets,  strange  lights  were  seeu  in  the  heavens,  low 
voices  hoard  in  the  air,  and  doleful  wuilings,  as  if  tA 
luinounoe  some  approaching  calamity. 

Tlieu  CHUie  tidings  to  the  cupital  of  the  landing  of 
Grijalva  on  Uie  coast.  The  heai-t  of  Montezuma  was 
filled  with  dinuay ;  lor  he  doubted  tiot  that  the  sceptre 
yras  now  speedily  to  pass  from  his  hands.  The  de- 
parture of  that  captain  was  some  relief  to  the  monarch ; 
but,  expecting  the  return  of  the  Spaniards,  he  cttusod 
sentiuels  to  be  placed   upon  the   heights  round  the 
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coaat  Thoy  did  return  under  Cortes,  and  tlie  newB- 
being  Bent  to  the  empei'or,  he  at  ODce  sent  word  to  tlM 
gnvemor,  TeubtUle,  to  receive  them  hospitably;  but  th* 
hiei-oglyphical  report  of  the  invaders  revived  his  former 
fearB,  and  he  at  onco  called  together  his  couociL  Ona 
party  proposed  resisting  the  Btrangers  by  fraad  or  open 
force;  the  others  contenijed  that,  if  they  were  aupep- 
natural  beings,  fraud  and  force  would  bo  of  iio  a 
If  they  were  ambftsaadoi-s,  B.a  they  pnitonded,  &om  ft 
foreign  prince,  such  a  policy  would  be  cowardly  aai. 
unjiiHt.  That  they  were  not  of  the  family  of  QuetsJ^, 
oouti  wan  clear  to  them  all ;  for  at  Tabasco  they  1u«d- 
outraged  and  endeavoured  to  uproot  that  deity's  re- 
ligion. The  nobles  could  oorae  to  no  agreement.  Ona 
half  were  for  fraud  or  fighting :  it  was  the  bravest,  Um 
most  patriotic  course,  and  in  all  prohabUity  would  h>Tir' 
saved  the  empire.  The  others  were  for  giving  them  •< 
friendly  reception.  I  am  afraid  MonteEuma  was  tlu 
greatest  cowiird,  or  at  least  the  weakest,  among  tiitmf 
for  he  resolved  upon  the  most  dangerous  of  all  poUi 
— a  middle  course;  lieuce  the  renson  he  sent  tlioOT 
magnificent  presents,  but  with  a  ateru  refusal  to  re«et*V 
the  strangers  in  his  capital.  Thus  did  a  flood  of  li^ 
enter  into  the  mind  of  Cortes,  proving  to  that  quick- 
sighted  general  both  the  wealth  and  weakness  of  tltf 
monarch.  Hence  that  resolve  which,  after  the  r«peatcd 
lefusala  of  Hontezumn  to  aoe  him,  had  been  «xpi^asd 
in  those  words  to  his  officere, — "This  ia  a.  rich  and 
powerful  prince  indeed;  yet  it  shall  go  hard  but  W* 
I  ouo  day  jiay  him  a  visit  in  hia  own  cupitaL" 
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The  way  to  Cempoallii,  which  waa  on  the  road  to 
Chiahiiitzla,  ]aj  through  n  dre&iy  wnste,  without  the 
least  eign  of  vegetation.  But  the  little  army  marohad 
CD  spiritedly,  fulling  in  at  one  time  with  n  licnl  of  deer, 
which  they  ohaBed  for  pruTiaioiin,  and  at  another  with 
aome  wild  turkeys,  which  they  took  to  be  a  species  of 
pcfUKKk.  Alvarado,  who  hud  been  detachecl  with  a 
fomgiug  party,  entered  Borae  deserted  Tillages,  where 
in  the  temples  he  foimd  the  bodies  of  men  and  hoys 
lately  sacrificed,  and  the  atones  on  whinh  the  horrid 
rite  had  been  performed  :  tJie  limbs  were  severed  from 
the  body,  nnd  token  away  to  be  cat«n.  "  These  shock- 
ing scenes,"  saya  INax,  "astonished  our  soldiers;  but 
w<>  eveiywhere,  as  we  proceeded  tlirongh  the  country, 
found  similar  OQea." 

Upon  their  arriral  at  Cempoalla — a  city  containing 
3D,0U0  inhabitants,  built  of  stone  and  lime,  or  bricks 
dried  in  the  sun,  and  the  walls  covered  with 
such  brilliant  coatings  of  stucco  that  the  soldiera  at 
first  mistook  it  for  platings  of  bumiKhed  silver — the 
CBi'ique  who  bad  aent  an  invitation  to  the  general  to 
vbit  him,  cane  fottii,  uid  rectuving  him  with  due 
hunoar,  ordered  his  people  to  supply  the  army  with 
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provisions.  He  then  presented  Cortes  witt  same 
golden  omanieiits  of  gi'eat  value,  and  led  him  within 
hJB  mansion,  when  the  general  told  him,  "That  he 
the  sen-ant  of  a  great  king  across  the  waters,  who  had 
sent  him  to  that  country  to  aboL'Rb  the  iuhunuw 
worship  that  prevailed  there,  and  to  eatabliah  that  of 
the  true  God."  The  chief,  who  dreaded  the  vengeance 
of  his  liege  lord,  replied, — "  As  for  our  gods,  they  send 
luthe  sunshine  and  rain,  and  are  thei'efore  good  enough 
for  113.  As  for  your  monarch,  I  also  am  tie  subject 
of  a  great  king,  who  will  puniali  every  oSenoe  by 
carrying  off  our  young  men  and  maidens  to 
eacriflced  to  his  deities."  "  Nay,"  replied  Cortes,  ' 
will  never  consent  to  stieh  enormities;  I  am  heW 
to  redress  abuses,  and  punish  the  oppressors:  thei*- 
fore,  if  your  people  will  lje  true  to  me,  I  will  enabb 
you  to  throw  off  the  detested  yoke  of  the  AzM 
emperor." 

Thia  was  mighty  bombast  in  the  leader  of  a  handfid' 
of  men,  in  the  midst  of  a  populous,  well -organized,  and! 
warlike  people.  But  it  was  good  policy,  and  told  well 
upon  the  aatonished  cacique,  who  then  iufonned  C'orlM. 
that  he  had  heai-d  of  hia  terrible  victoriea  at  TabascO| 
and  had  longed  to  look  upon  so  wonderful  a  laaa. 
Still,  however,  he  disliked  the  idea  of  a  rtijiture  vi»i 
the  great  Montezuma,  whose  armies,  upon  the  lr«t 
provocation,  would  pout  down  from  the  tnoun^ 
regions  of  the  west,  and,  ruKhing  over  the  plains  lik« 
a  whirlwind,  sweep  off  his  people  to  slavery  anJ 
sacrifice  I 

Cortes  laughed  to  scorn  the  power  of  MontcxmM^   I 
irms.      "A  single  Spaniard,"  eaid   he,  " 


cumnio  roucT  or  otwr^ 


bkn  a  host  of  AEtws."  At  the  mzme  tiaie  it  «a« 
Deoesaaiy  for  bim  to  IcBmr  whmt  watinf  wooM  aOj 
theniMlves  with  kim,  not  on  Am  emm  "'™*.  I«t 
tA«ir>,  that  he  might  distinguuh  bioid  fro^  ix,  aa  ke 
iDtended  a  war  of  extarminatioB. 

The  arrow  had  hit  the  mailc  Tl>e  Mtt,  n^xAtg 
Cortes  as  a  Teule,  and  the  chief  at  Ttvlm,  ptixMied  to 
become  his  all;.  Uoreorcr,  he  toM  hiai  that  b 
own  trihe,  the  Totonaca,  oonld  ■raster  100/100  6^*- 
iDg  meik ;  tliat  there  wete  other  great  fnrnaom, 
where  Uie  rule  of  Montexnina  wia  aim  JHwted.  For 
inatance,  between  CetnpaaUa  and  Madco  l»y  Tlaaeda, 
inde[ieudent  republic,  ootapMed  tf  ft  pOTple  m 
and  warlike  that  tb«  Hexum  anperois  had 
iTer  subjugated  them.  Thia  waa  wdeonie  nvva  lo 
S  whose  sanguine  miud  at  onee  oondeived  a  i^aa 
Kdf  allisDM  with  the  rebelliova  tribes,  that  would  help 
him  to  tho  conquest;  to,  with  a  high  heart  he  tofJc 
leave  of  the  friendly  cacique,  and  proceedcid  to  meet  his 
_  fleet  at  Chiahoitda. 

Arriving  at  the  Indian  town,  he  entered  into  confer- 
itiou  with  several  chieft.  While  thns  engaged,  the 
lOique  of  Cempoalla  came  ap,  and  joined  the  ooufer- 
Tho  genend  waa  fBtiaTicd;  for  his  new  friend 
ifimiedall  that  the  chief  had  told  him.  During  their 
iliWnilJons  Cortee  waa  startled  by  a  couunutlon  in 
)  market-plaoe.  Perceiving  it  was  caused  hy  the 
!«nince  of  five  richly  dnascd  strangcre,  wboee  lofty 
;  and  numerons  attendants  betokened  them  to 
I  penone  of  conHcqnence,  he  turned  to  Murins  and 
guired  who  they  were,  and  why  their  arrival  should 
c  the  people  to  appear  ai)  much  alarmed. 
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noblea,  who  h&ve  come  to  gather  tribate  for  Monte- 
replied.  But  the  chief,  who  had  left  him 
'&r  a  time  to  speak  with  the  strangere,  bow  CRme  up, 
and,  with  downcaat  countenance,  added,  "  That  not 
only  hod  they  come  to  collect  the  tribute,  but  so 
indignant  were  they  at  the  chief  having  received  the 
Spaniards  in  a  friendly  raanner,  without  the  jiermiBsion 
of  the  emjieror,  that,  in  expiation  of  the  ci-ime,  they 
InrtheF  demanded  twenty  young  men  and  wuniui  for 
Baci'ifice  to  tlie  gods. 

Cortes  replied  by  insisting  that  they  should  rfliuie 
the  demand,  and  eeize  the  men  who  had  made  it.  For 
a  time  the  chiefs  hesitated  at  the  performance  of  an  act 
that  would  bring  such  terrible  Tengeancv  upon  t^eir 
heads;  but  the  general  inaiated,  and  the  Artec  lords 
■were  bound  hand  and  foot  and  placed  in  confinement. 
During  the  night  Cortes  had  two  of  then)  brought 
befoi-e  bim,  expi'essing  his  sorrow  at  the  insult  they 
])ad  received  (rout  the  Totooacs.  He  told  them  that  oa 
the  morrow  he  would  endeavour  to  obtain  the  releue 
of  their  companions.  Then  ordering  some  of  his  partif 
to  gi?e  thciu  a  safe  eacoit  to  another  part  of  the  coast, 
be  desired  them  to  tell  their  maat«r  th&t  the 
Spaniards,  who  had  a  grent  regard  for  him,  had  freed 
his  nobles,  notwithstanding  his  ungenerous  behaviour 
in  leaving  them  to  perish  from  want  on  his  barTBB 
•hoi-es. 

The  Aztecs  speedily  fled,  and  they  were  shortly  after 
followed  by  their  compemions,  whom  the  Sptuiiah 
general  had  no  little  diliicalty  in  protecting  from  th* 
nge  of  the  Totonacs,  who,  having  once  been  persuadc<l 
to  such  an  act  of  treason  as  imprisoning  the  emperor* 
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high  officers,  now  desired  to  Bamfice  tliem.  Thus, 
craft,  courage,  and  deciiuoii,  did  Cort«8,  without 
loss  of  a  Bingls  life,  rtrike  terror  into  tlio  heart  of 
Montcziima,  and  raiae  up  for  himself  a  host  of  friends 
Htiioiig  thtise  simple  natives,  who  could  only  regard 
the  man  as  a  god  who  had  dared  so  muuh.  Thia 
stroke  of  policy  Cortes  followed  up  by  sending  messcn- 
gers  throiigii  tlie  Totonac  towns  and  villHgos,  com- 
manding that  no  tribute  should  be  paid  to  the  Mexican 
Horereign.  As  for  tho  Ccmpoidlan  and  Totnnac  chie&, 
they  liad  gone  too  far  ever  to  expect  pardon  from 
MonteramA.  Therefore,  with  the  hope  of  obtaining 
their  original  freedom  by  the  aid  of  the  wonderful 
strangers,  they  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King 
of  Spain.  Having  thus  added  so  many  vilssbIb  to  his 
■UKAti-r'a  crown,  Cortes  proceeded  to  build  the  town  of 
Villa  Rica  de  Vera  Cruz,  for  which  all  the  officers  had 
been  chosen  at  San  Juan  de  Ulua.  Tliis  city,  by  the 
aid  of  thousands  of  natives,  was  soon  crect(^ ;  and  thus 
ho  had  established  a  good  i/oint  tTapput  for  future 
operations  i  a  place  of  retreat  for  the  disabled,  and  for 
the  army  in  cnafl  of  reversea;  a  magazine  for  stores 
and  Buch  articles  u  might  be  received  from  or  sent  to 
Spain.  ThUwasthefirstcolouypIanted  in  Now  Spain. 
The  story  of  the  audacious  insult  offered  to  the 
sovereign  of  Mexico,  by  tlie  impriBonmcnt  of  his  nobles, 
soon  reached  the  capitAl  It  was  more  than  even  the 
phiuaible  MoDt«zuma  could  bear;  so,  determining  upon 
speedy  vengcnncn,  ho  ordered  two  armies  to  be  put  in 
motion,  tho  one  for  the  punishment  of  the  rel>ellioUB 
Totonacfl,  the  other  for  the  extirpation  of  the  Spaniarils. 
But  the  crnfly  policy  of  Cortes  now  told  upon 
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weak  sovereign ;  for  in  the  interim  the  Mexican  noblefl 
arrived  whom  the  general  had  set  at  liberty,  and  gava 
Buch  an  account  to  their  master  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  hcen  treated  by  the  Spaniards,  and  of  the  good- 
wilt  Cortea  had  expressed  towards  him,  that  instead  of 
an  array,  Montezuma  sent  a  peaceiiil  embassy,  beaded 
by  hia  two  nejAews  and  four  great  lords,  who  were 
charged  to  deliver  another  magnificent  present  to  tl 
Spanish  general,  and  the  emperor'a  thanks  for  tbti 
tindneaa  shown  to  bia  representativea.  At  the  ( 
time  they  were  to  reiuonstrata  with  him  for  instigatiof 
his  Bubjects  to  throw  oS*  their  allegiance — a  crime  hiV 
majesty  woidd  assui'edly  not  forget  hereafter,  althou^^ 
for  the  present  he  would  not  notice  it  Thia  raeiviiiit 
reprieve  he  granted,  as  he  considered  the  Sp«.nianil 
were  the  successors  of  the  good  deity  Qiietzalcoat^ 
mentioned  in  the  ancient  prophecy,  and  consequendy 
of  the  same  ancestry  as  himself. 

Cortea  replied  by  complaining  of  the  sudden  fli^ 
of  the  governor,  Teuhtlile,  but  for  which  he  sfaoillt 
not  have  advanced  so  far  into  the  country.  As  I 
the  refusal  of  the  people  to  pay  tribute,  they  wc 
now  vassab  of  the  great  sovereign  of  Spain,  and 
was  ira[>ossible  to  serve  two  masters  at  the  nn 
time ;  but  he  expected  soon  to  vi:dt  the  great  Mont 
sumn,  when  all  dilfercuces  could  be  adjusted.     Tbi 

'  giving  a  few  tiifiiug  presents  to  the  ]irincca,  Cart<V 
expert  in  the  urt  of  making  a  great  show  vHh  rdiA' 
means,  ordei-ed  a  review,  in  which  there  was  ao  graid  W 
dtsplny  of  cavalry,  infanlry,  artillery,  and  the  uateriall 
of  wttr,  that  the  ArtecB  returned  to  the  capital  BUfll 

I   with    wonder    at    his    power    and    resourco&       Hi* 
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in  whicli  he  somotim-p b  applied  tbia  art  aInioRt 
approaches  the  ludicrous.  Shortly  after  the  departure 
of  the  ambaesadors,  the  cacique  came  to  Corte«,  com- 
plainiug  of  the  outrages  cunimittcd  upon  his  people 
by  a  garrison  of  MextcoD  troops  at  a  neighbouring 
city,  named  Cingapacinga.  The  cacique  adilreaaed 
Cortes  in  a  style  thut  plainly  showed  he  regarded 
the  Spaniards  aa  something  more  than  men.  He 
was  desirous  that  such  a  notion  should  be  kept  up; 
"  So,"  says  Captain  Diuz,  "  after  some  considera- 
tion, Cortes,  laughing,  said  to  those  about  him, 
'Gentlemen,  you  see  that  these  people  esteem  us  to 
be  n  superior  race  of  beings,  let  us  encourage  the 
prcjadice,  and  impress  them  with  the  idea  that  one 
of  ns  is  enough  to  drive  nn  army  before  him.  For 
this  purpose  I  will  send  old  Hei^eJia,  the  Biscayan 
musketeer,  whose  fierce  and  acanthi  face,  great  beard, 
one  eye,  and  lame  leg,  will  terrify  them.'  This  man 
had  been  &  soldier  in  Italy.  Cortes  told  him  when 
he  had  got  HB  far  US  the  rivw  to  fire  a  musket  aa 
a  signal;  for  be  did  this  only  to  try  how  far  the 
credulity  of  the  Indians  i:i  our  favour  would  carry 
them.  Hei-ediit  being  prasent,  he  called  to  the  cacicjue, 
"lying.  'Go  with  this  Teule,  whom  I  send  to  kill 
or  make  prisoners  all  your  enemies.*  The  caciqtie  set 
out  with  their  party  accordingly,  being  headed  by  the 
old  soldier,  who  went  firing  his  musket  before  them 
out  of  the  ton-n.  Ab  soon  as  he  arrived  at  the  river 
he  gave  the  signal,  and  Cortes  scut  to  slop  them, 
having  sufficiently  tried  their  faith ;  and  whi-n  they 
returned  he  informed  them  that  it  was  his  iutention 
to  proceed  nguiist  tiiuir  unrmittw  with  bis  whole  force." 
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Cort«a  kept  his  word.  Accompanied  hy  his  oUies, 
the  CcmpouUaiis,  he  mardied  upon  the  Mexicans; 
hut,  iustead  of  fighting,  negotiated  so  -well  that  lie 
reconciled  the  two  parties — nay,  gained  the  good-will 
of  both ;  for  not  only  did  he  prevent  them  from 
plundering  each  other,  btit  hanged  one  of  his  owu 
Boldici's,  n  certain  De  Morla,  for  steitliog  a  couple 
of  fowls.  This  waa  a  severe  panishmi'nt  for  so  Bmall 
a  crime,  especially  as  the  thief  was  a  Spaniard  aud 
the  victim  an  Indian;  but  it  was  a  stroke  of  polity, 
Cortea  being  desirous  just  at  that  time  of  making 
himself  popular  among  the  natives.  It  is  comfort- 
ing, however,  to  know  that  the  poor  fellow  was  cut 
down  by  Captain  Alvaiado  before  he  was  dead — ■ 
breach  of  discipline  the  general  was  too  wise  to  notioa. 
Having  thus  aided  bis  friend  of  Cempoallo,  he  deaiied 
that  cacique  to  permit  his  idols  to  be  cast  down,  anl,' 
his  people  to  become  Chiistians.  The  chief 
Cortes  gave  the  word  to  his  soldiers;  but  the  Indian^' 
so  lately  friends,  gathered  together  from  all  quartcn^ 
arms  in  hand,  while  the  priests,  in  their  dark  cotton 
robes,  with  dishevelled  tresses  matted  with  blood, 
flowing  wildly  over  their  shouldere,  rushed  frantjcallf 
among  the  uatives,  calling  on  them  to  protect  their 
gods  ^m  violatiou.  It  was  an  odd  way  to 
a  friendship  so  recontly  formed;  but  too  oft«n  Oft 
bis  march  had  Cortes  witnessed  the  abominatiam 
of  these  accursed  idols  not  to  have  determiued  thst- 
it  was  his  duty  to   Gkid   aud  man  at   auy   risk 

them  down.     Here,  and  in  all  similar 

Cortes  was  not  politic;  but  he  was  a  Christiau 

wiicej-e,  hence  be  ordered  the  arrest  of  the  ca<uque 
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severni  of  liia  principal  officers.  How  god-like  mast  lie 
have  apjiesivil,  acting  at  tltiit  inorai-nt  in  Buch  a  man 
in  that  manner.  We  may  well  imagine  the  dcterniin- 
Btiou  with  wbich,  turning  to  the  cacique,  li«  cold, 
"  Kow,  my  friend,  quiet  these  warrioru  of  yours;  for 
if  tt  Bingtc  arrow  be  shot  against  a  Spaniard,  it  ahiUI 
ooat  them  all  their  lives.  If  I  withdraw  my  protcctioa 
from  you  and  your  people,  how  will  you,  a  trailer  to 
Montezuma,  meet  his  terrible  Tciigeaocet"  The  cacique 
could  not  refuse;  but  covering  his  face  with  his  hands, 
he  declared  "that  the  goda  would  avenge  their  own 
wronga." 

The  reply  had  but  small  weight  with  so  determined 
an  iconoclast  as  Cortes.  Tlie  signal  was  given,  the  aol- 
dicra  entered  the  temple,  and  epmug  up  the  stuircase  to 
the  nimoiit.  There  they  witnessed  that  which  would 
have  removed  the  hesitation  of  the  most  timid,  had  it 
been  powihle  for  timidity  to  &nd  a  place  iu  the  breast  of 
a  Spaniih  adventurer.  The  wallsuere blackwith humao 
gor^  Speedily  the  huge  idols  were  torn  from  their 
foundations,  drag^^  forward  and  rolled  down  the 
Hto[M,  amidst  the  joyous  shouts  of  Christians  and  the 
gronns  and  shrieks  of  the  horrified  Indians. 

As  at  Cozumel,  the  idols  wei'e  burned,  the  temple 
cleuDscd,  whitewashed,  and  an  altar  erect^-d;  mass  waa 
then  performed,  and  an  old  soldier,  disabled  by  bo<hly 
iufimiitits,left  to  watch  over  the  sanctuary,  and  instruct 
the  nativiu>,  moat  of  whom,  disgusted  with  the  gods 
being  incapable  of  protecting  their  own  temple,  Ix^came 
rt'udy  couverts.  Then  taking  a  temporary  leave  of  his 
Ci'uiiKxJhin  friends,  now  brotlera  in  religion  as  well 
im   anus,   Cortes  repaired   to    Villa    Rica.       To  his 
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Hurprise  he  found  tlmt  during  hia  absence  a  Spaniah. 
vessel,  with  a  crew  of  twelve  men,  had  chanced  tO' 
touch  at  that  part  of  the  coast  Tliia  ship  was  com- 
munded  hj  oae  Sancedo,  who  had  followed  Cortes  in. 
quest  of  adventure.  The  number  was  small,  but  t 
timely  addition  to  his  force;  moreover,  they  brought 
him  information  that  the  governor,  Velaaqueai,  hwL 
received  a  royal  warrant  from  Spain,  authorizing  hint 
to  estahliah  a  colony  in  the  newly  discovered  cotintricK. 

To  circumvent  any  underhand  dealings  of  the  gove^< 
nor  at  the  court  of  Spain,  where  he  knew  he  had  great, 
influence,  Cortes  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  Beni 
messengers  with  an  account  of  his  whole  proceeding 
hithei-to,  and  to  demand  a  warranty  for  the  post  ud 
future.  The  messengers  chosen  were  his  own  bit 
friends,  Puerto  Carrero  and  Francisco  de  Montejo,  onee 
paitisans  of  Velasquez,  but  whom  he  bad  won  over  to 
his  own  interests.  To  propitiate  the  Emperor  Charley 
the  politic  Cort«s  determined  to  send  home  not  onlj 
the  royal  fifth  of  the  wealth  he  had  gained,  but  tbl 
■whole.  To  do  this  he  had  to  relinquish  his  own  shar^ 
and  [)ersuade  every  man  to  do  likewise.  There  can  be  no 
greater  proof  of  the  power  this  great  man  possessed  over 
themainbody  of  his  force,  than  the  readiness  with  whidi 
they  resigned  that  gold  for  which  alone  they  fa*d 
risked  tlieir  fortunes  and  lives.  Captain  Dla*  givM  m 
the  following  quaint  account  of  that  famooa  first  l< 
which  Cortes  sent  to  Europe  : — 

"  Beginning  with  the  expressions  of  respect  dno 
80  great  a  monarch,  it  proceeded  to  inform  him  of 
events  which  had  occurred  during  our 
the  period  of  our  election  of  Cortes,  until  hia  m^i 
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[ileasuTV  on  the  subject  should  be  known;  with  our 
cngagemeDt  to  yield  bim  a  fifth  of  all  treasure,  after 
the  deductioD  for  his  majestj.  It  tilso  contained  an 
Kccount  of  our  discovery  of  the  two  Spaniarda  in  thia 
oonntry.  and  our  war  in  Tabasco,  nutil  we  brought 
those  people  to  submission,  to  his  majeaty,  and  to 
embnice  onr  holy  faith ;  of  our  obtaining  two  excellent 
linguists ;  of  our  arrival  at  St,  Juan  de  Ulua,  and  our 
interviews  with  the  ambassadors  of  Montezuma  ;  our 
■ubseqnent  march  into  the  country,  and  our  alliance 
with  the  peoj-le  here,  who  had  in  conaequence  re- 
nounced obedience  to  the  Mexican  monarch;  of  the 
expedition  to  Cingapacinga,  the  construction  of  our 
fortrww,  and  our  preaent  determination  to  advance  into 
the  country  to  the  court  of  the  great  Montezuma.  The 
letter  also  gave  an  account  of  the  mlhlury  and  religious 
customs  of  the  inhabitants,  of  the  former  cxjteditions  of 
aiiroaantTymcn,uid  an  enumeration  of  the  variouaarti- 
oles  of  treasure  which  we  sent  by  our  agents,  and  how  we 
alto  despatched  by  the  same  opportunity,  four  nativeH 
whom  we  rescued  out  of  tlio  cages  of  Cempoalla,  where 
they  wore  fattening  for  victims.  After  these  accounts 
wn  further  stated  how  we  were  at  present  450 
soldiers,  surrounded  by  hosts  of  enemies,  and  ready 
to  lay  down  onr  lives  for  the  service  of  God  and 
his  majesty,  and  we  supplicated  that  his  majesty  would 
be  pleased  not  to  bestow  thcgovcmment  of  sogreat  and 
rich  a  country,  which  deserved  to  be  raled  by  a  great 
prince  or  lord,  on  any  unworthy  penton.  We  also 
stated  to  his  majetity  our  apprehension  that  Vehisqnes, 
till-  Governor  of  C'ubo,  miglit  be  attempUtd  to  be  put  in 
apoa  us,  through  the  interest  of  his  patron,  the  Bishop 
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of  Burgos,  whom  he  had  attached  to  hirn  by  the  assign- 
ment of  valuable  estates  in  that  inland,  in  whiuli 
failed  in  his  duty  to  his  majesty,  who  was  by  rigttt' 
entitled  to  tliem.  That  these  things  we  were  bound 
represent,  and  await  the  return  of  hia  gracious  aoswec 
prostrate  on  the  ground  ;  and  that,  if  the  Bishop  of 
Burgos  sent  any  pereon  over  us,  we  ahouid  suajiend  one 
obedience  until  his  majesty's  pleaaure  was  known,  an4 
that  in  the  meantime  we  remained  under  the  command' 
of  Lis  miijesty'H  faithful  servant,  Cortes,  whose  merito 
we  exalted  to  the  skies." 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  Puerto  Carrero  and 
Montejo  a  conspiracy  was  discovered  among  the  [iart»> 
sans  of  Yelasquez,  headed  by  a  priest  named  Diaft 
Its  object  was  to  seize  one  of  the  ships  and  rettim  IC 
Cuba.  The  very  night,  however,  on  which  they 
to  sail  they  were  betrayed  by  one  of  their  own  putp. 
Cortes,  as  suon  as  their  guilt  was  established,  Benteucedi 
two  to  death,  one  to  lose  his  feet,  and  the  otb«r  to  b* 
wbijij^d.  The  leader,  being  a  priest,  claimed 
of  clergy,  and  so  escaped.  One  of  the  men  whc 
hanged  was  Escudero,  the  officer  wlio  so  cunningly 
arrested  Coi'tes  before  the  sanctuary  in  Cuba. 

When  Cortes  was  ratifying  the  sentence  of  death  Iw 
gave  a  deep  sigh,  exclaiming,  "  How  happy  is  he  who 
is  not  able  to  write,  and  is  thereby  prevented  from 
signing  the  death  warrants  of  men.  Captain  Diu; 
however,  soems  to  have  doubted  his  general's  sinceriiqr; 
for  be  quaintly  retuarks,  "It  seems  to  mo  that  thii 
expression  is  very  frequently  affected  among  judges, 
that  it  won  borrowed  from  tbe  cruel  Kero  at  tb«  thneta 
counterfeited  the  appearance  of  being  a  good  emptm^' 


COltTES  DETERMINES  TO   DEaTROV  THE  8U1P9.       133 

^P  After  the  execution  tJie  general  sent  one  divisiou  of 
fbe  amtj  oo  to  Ct^mpoalln,  under  the  coanuand  of 
Alvarado,  whom  he  soon  followed  with  the  remainder. 
On  hia  way  Cortes  planned  a  coup  d'etat,  anrpiissing 
that  at  San  Juna  de  Alua,  bj*  which  he  hod  thrown 
off  all  nttpoiisibiJity,  and  formed  his  army  iut«>  a  civil 
comiuimity,  which,  by  a  show  of  legality,  could  appoint 
liim  to  the  captniTi-genemlsIiiji.  He  hod  pondered 
over  the  late  conspiiitcy  to  seiw)  one  of  the  ships.  It 
might  have  proved  suocea^ful ;  nay,  worse,  another 
might  be  formed.  There  were  many  among  his  fol- 
lowers who  dreiuled  tlie  advance  of  so  email  a  party 
into  the  interior  of  a  great,  populous,  and  warlike 
empire.  These  might  infect  the  majority;  if  so,  he 
would  be  powerless  to  prevent  a  seizure  of  the  ships. 
But  suppose  they  were  all  doBtroyed,  tlten  retreat 
would  be  cut  off;  his  men  must  advance,  and  fight 
for  dear  life's  sake.  It  should  be  done,  but  with 
the  meu's  own  sanction.  It  was  a  policy  both  bold 
und  cunuing;  yet  it  BUCCeedetL  Upon  his  arrival  lie 
made  known  his  design  to  the  most  du'voted  of  hia 
followeiB,  who  entered  wantily  into  his  plan.  The 
pilota  were  heavily  brilwd  to  make  a  leport  to  the 
gL'ueral  that  the  vessels  "  were  grievously  racked  by  the 
heavy  gales  they  had  encountt-'ied,  and,  what  was  wonte, 
the  worms  had  eaten  into  their  sides  and  bottoms  until 
most  of  them  were  nnseawortliy ;  indeed,  so  bod,  that 
they  could  not  be  long  kept  afloat." 

Cortes  listened  to  this  repi)rt  with  weU-disisembled 
surprise.  "  If  it  be  so,"  he  exclaimed,  "  we  must  mske 
the  beat  of  it  Heaven's  wilt  be  done  I"  He  ordered 
five  to  be  sunk.     Then  came  another  report,  and  & 
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similar  sentence  vas  passed  and  executed  upon  foi 
more.  Only  one  remained  I  Kever  was  Coi-tes  i 
unpopular  aa  when  this  intelligence  reached  the  anaf 
at  CeiDpoalla.  Never  -was  thLi  great  miin  in  sndti 
danger  from  his  followers;  for  they  menitced 
mutiny,  declariiig,  "their  general  had  led  them  lika 
cattle  to  be  butchered  in  the  shambles."  Never 
Coiiea  more  eqnal  to  the  situation.  He  assembled  ths 
men,  and  in  those  persoasive  tones  aod  manner  that 
had  made  them  follow  his  fortune  at  the  risk  of  tb* 
governor  Vela^quez'a  diapleasure,  told  them  that  a  mik 
vey  of  the  ships  showed  they  were  not  fit  for  aei 
If  he  had  ordered  them  to  be  destroyed,  tbey  shonlf 
consider,  also,  that  hia  was  the  greatest  sacrifice,  for 
they  were  his  property, — all,  indeed,  he  possessed  in 
the  world.  The  troops,  on  the  other  hand,  wouU 
derive  one  gretit  advantage  from  it  by  the  addition  ol 
a  hundred  able-bodied  recniita,  before  required  to  man 
the  vessels.  But,  even  if  the  Beet  had  been  saved,  it 
could  have  been  of  little  service  in  their  present  ejq»- 
dition,  since  they  would  not  need  it  if  they  succeeded; 
while  they  would  be  too  fcj  in  the  interior  to  profit  hj- 
it  if  they  failed.  He  besought  them  to  turn  their 
thoughts  in  another  direction.  To  be  thua  calcolatiiig' 
chances  and  means  of  escape  was  unworthv  of  hnn 
aoiila.  They  had  set  their  hands  to  the  work ;  to  look 
back  aa  they  advanced  would  be  their  ruin.  They  hid 
only  to  resume  their  former  confidence  in  thnuselvM 
and  their  general,  and  success  was  certain.  "  As  for 
"  he  concluded,  "  I  have  chosen  my  part.  I  will 
remain  here  while  there  is  one  to  bear  me  oomjAiiy. 
If  there  be  any  so  craven  as  to  shrink  from  ahftriii;  ilw 
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^augers  of  our  glorioua  enterprise,  let  tLtm  go  home, in 
Ood'g  name.  There  is  still  one  x-esael  k-ft;  let  them 
take  that  und  retiu-n  to  Cuba.  They  citn  tell  there 
huw  tbey  deserted  their  commander  and  their  com- 
nult-'S,  uud  putieutty  wait  till  wo  return  loaded  with 
the  Bpoils  of  the  Aitecs," 

The  politic  oi'utor,  adds  the  hixtorian  of  the  event, 
hud  touched  the  right  chord  in  the  bocom  of  the 
soldiers.  As  he  apoke  their  ]-et>eDtment  gradually  died 
away.  The  fiided  visions  of  future  riches  oud  gloiy, 
rekindled  by  his  eloquemce,  again  floated  before  their 
imaginationa.  The  first  shock  over,  they  felt  uiihumed 
of  their  distrust.  The  cnthuiiiasni  Ibr  their  leader 
revived;  for  th^  knew  that  under  his  banner  only 
L-uuld  they  hope  for  victory;  and  as  be  cuuclndt-d,  they 
t«8lifit.-d  the  reaotiou  of  their  feelings  by  luakiDg  the 
air  ring  with  tlidi  ahouta,  "  To  Mexico !  to  Mexico !" 
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JuBT  before  setting  out  on  the  march,  the  geneist 
heard  from  Escitlaute,  Ms  commander  ut  Tilla  Riciy 
that  there  were  four  strange  vessels  lurking  al>out  tbm 
Qoaat.  It  might  be  a  squadron  sent  by  VelH^qnes  to 
harra&t  his  operations;  therefore,  at  the  head  of  *. 
small  party  of  cavalry,  he  giUloped  to  the  new  city, 
ordering,  in  case  of  accidonl,  a.  ]>a.Ttj  of  light  infantij 
to  follow.  Upon  reaching  the  town,  Escalante  prayed' 
Cortes  to  rest,  while  he  looked  after  the  suspidoui 
Tessela. 

"  Not  flo"  was  the  reply ;  "  remember  the  proverb, 
wounded  hare  takes  no  napj"  and  away  the 
galloped,  without  stopping  a  minute  to  rest  hiioBelf  or 
men,  till  they  had  reached  some  three  or  four  leogocii 
to  the  north,  where  suddenly  he  fell  in  with  tbree  uuo. 
who  had  Just  landL^l  We  can  imagine  with  wb«t 
fierce  eagerness  he  dentujided  who  they  were,  and  for 
what  purpose  they  were  lurkiog  in  these  aeaa,  uti 
what  relief  he  felt  when  the  men  replied, — "  W« 
belong  to  yon  squadron,  fitted  out  by  Franuaco  ilf 
Garay,  Governor  of  Jamaica,  who  a 
visited  Florida,  and  has  auliaeiiuently  received  fixa 
the  court  authority  to  rule  over  all  lands  thut  beli 


thereto.  Accordingly  we  art?  here  to  warn  any  of  our 
countrymen  from  encroaching  upon  the  goveruor's 
torritories."  Cortea,  whose  mind  waa  now  at  euse, 
mn«t  have  laughed  at  the  geographical  knowledge 
possessed  l^  the  commauder  of  the  squadron,  and 
dotcnuioed  to  turn  this  accident  to  his  advantJige.  He 
persuaded  the  three  men  to  join  his  army,  hoping  the 
whole  fleet  would  follow  their  example.  Those  on 
boartl,  however,  distrusting  the  good  terms  on  which 
their  commander  ap]i«ared  to  be  with  Cortes,  refused 
Ui  Hend  a  single  boat  ashora  The  general,  therefore, 
had  recourse  Iti  a  Rtratagem. 

He  made  a  feint  of  withdrawing  his  men  back  in 
the  directiiiD  of  the  ei^,  but  at  night  returned  and 
pluced  them  in  unihusk  In  the  morning  three  of  his 
own  followers  I'xcbanged  clothes  with  the  new-comers, 
went  down  to  the  shore,  and  signalized  to  one  of  the 
abipe.  The  ruM  succeeded ;  a  boat  full  of  armed  men  put 
off  to  rescne,  as  they  thonght,  their  comrades;  three 
or  four  leaped  ashore,  and  were  instantly  seized;  their 
companions,  however,  managed  to  effect  their  return 
to  the  ifaipo. 

By  this  bold,  but  not  altogether  to  be  coiumenilwl 
means,  the  general  mcceedcd  in  adding  to  his  force 
half-a-dozen  able-bodied  recmita,  with  whom  he 
returned  to  VilU  Rica,  after  having,  aays  Captain 
Diaz,  h^n  one  day  and  two  nights  without  eating  a 
morsel  of  food.  Truly  our  hero  was  not  a  roan  to  let 
the  gnus  grow  beneath  his  feet 

The  army  was  eoon  ready  to  set  out  It  consisted 
of  400  foot,  15  hoTMtnen,  7  pieces  of  ai-tiUery,  1,300 
indiaji   warrior^    1,000  lamana,  or  porters,  sent  by 
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till)  caciijue  of  CetnpoalU  for  tte  purpose  of 
the  gvma  nnil  c&t'iying  tbe  baggage.  In  addition,  for^ 
of  tlio  chief  men  accompanied  him,  jiartly  iu  tlui 
olmi-actcr  of  boatages,  and  partly  aa  guides  anj 
adviaere,  in  which  capacities  they  peifomied  important 
EerricoA.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  Spaniab  fmot 
Tvas  It^ft  under  Esu&lante  to  garrison  Villa  I\ica. 

It  was  on  the  16th   of  Angutit,  1519,  these   bul4 
hearts  set  out  upon  that  most  memorable  march ; 
really  brave,    led  on  by  the  Lope   of   wealth    or 
love  of  glory,  as  it  was  und'.'rstood  iu  that  ago, 
a  burning  ilisire  to  nproot  fi-ora  the  whole 
the  Buperstition  whose  accursed  rites  had  ao  horrified 
them,  and  plant  in  its  stead   the   sacred   emblem 
Christianity  ia  every  town  and   village   in    the   lu 
The  timid  could  only  hope  for  safety  in  advancing  to  i 
conquest;  for  all  retreat  was  impossible.     Alluding 
this,  CortoB,  in  his  address  at  stiirting,  said, — "  InilMd, 
this    assurance  must   be  our  stay,  for   every    otlwr 
refuge  is  now  cut  off  hut  that  afforded  by  the  pn>- 
vidence  of  Ood   and  your   own   stout  hefirt&"     B* 
fired  their  ambition  and  love   of  fame  by  contparioj 
them  to  the  ancient  Rom&ns.    Indeed,  so  eloquently  lai 
appropriately   did  he  address    them,    that    when  W 
hud  concluded,  the  whole  army  as  if  with  one  nitt 
shouted, — "  We  are  ready  to  obey  you ;   lead   U8  *| 
our  fortunes  for  better  or  worse  are   cast   witli 
geneiul's." 

Tiiat  march  was  in  every  sense  of  the  pli 
hill  work ;"  for  their  road  lay  through  the 
scenery,  and  Toluptuous,  though  lone,  and,  ta  Ec 
deadly  climate  of  the  tiemt  caliente,  over  lands 
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'  a  gradual  ascent  op  the  western  i 
Cordi]l«<i«8,  they  reached  the  great  jilntcau  or  tuble- 
land  of  Mexico.  Neither  did  thej  climb  this  ascent 
without  many  a  bloody  battle  with  the  natives,  who 
boldly  contested  their  right  Ui  pass  through  the  diF- 
ferent  territories. 

Ad  they  wound  their  way  upwardi),  upon  the  fourth 
(l«y  they  reached  a  strong  town  named  Nuulineo. 
The  iidiuliitnnts  being  friends  of  their  alliex,  they 
were  well  received,  and  Cortes,  as  indeed  he  did  in 
every  pOHsible  inatance,  erected  a  cross,  and  through 
Fathei  Olmedo  sought  the  conversion  of  the  natives. 
Misfonune  first  ovei-took  them  as  they  arose  into  the 
tierra  Jria,  or  cold  regions.  Here  the  bleak  winds 
from  the  mountains  seemed  to  penetrate  to  their 
bones,  und  they  became  drenched  by  ruin,  sleet,  and 
k^il.  The  ijoilted  jachet«  and  armour  of  the  Spaniards, 
hiw«ver,prDtectedthem;  but  hundreds  of  their  Indian 
allies,  not  so  clothed,  perished  by  the  way,  After 
tireo  days  of  similar  trial  and  sufiering  tbey  reached 
tie  great  platmu,  where,  fi-om  a  height  of  7,000  feet 
obiive  the  level  of  the  sea,  it  stretches  for  hundreds 
if  miles  along  the  creiitB  of  the  Cordillei^ut. 

The  first  event  of  importance  upon  reaching  the 
bble-Uud  was  their  arrival  at  a,  city  which,  in  Mse, 
ihe  solidity  of  its  buildings,  imd  numerous  population, 
{Tcatly  surpassed  Cemjwalla.  At  this  place,  which 
(ontoincd  no  less  than  thirteeu  teoeallis,  or  temples, 
'.bey  again  saw  wunistakablo  signs  of  that  fearAil 
mpcrstitiou  under  which  tlut  whole  land  of  Anahuac 
froaned.     "  Near  soma  temples,"  sap  Captain   Diaz, 
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'■  were  laid  numbers  of  hiimim  skeletons,  so  i 
that  they  could  be  counted  with  ease  and  certainty. 
I  am  convinced,  from  my  own  observation,  that  thore 
were  above  100,000.  In  another  part  of  the  square 
human  bones  were  heaped  up  in  such  quautitice  that 
they  could  not  be  counted  Numbers  of  akulU  wera 
also  Huapended  from  beams,  and  all  these  were  watched 
by  three  piieats.  The  same  thing  was  seen  every- 
whej-e  in  some  degree,  as  we  passed  through  this 
country  and  that  of  TiascaJa." 

Summoning  the  cacique  before  him,  Cortes  asked 
him  if  he  was  subject  to  Montezuma.  "  Who  ia  there 
that  is  Twl  a  vassal  to  the  great  Montezumal"  replied 
the  Indiiin  with  affected  Hurpnse  at  such  a  qiitfrtiOD. 
"Cortes  onswered  that  A«  was  not;  moreover,  tlat  he 
was  Hubject  to  a  sovereiga,  many  of  whose  vasi 
as  powerful  as  the  Aztec  king  himself;  tliat  the  pur- 
pone  of  his  coming  into  tliat  land  was  to  put  a  Hto[i  to 
human  sacrifices,  and  to  plant  therein  the  true  reli^oi 
Upon  this,  the  cacique,  aasttming  a  mauner  as  dignifiec 
and  haughty  as  that  of  the  general,  replied  that  "  hit- 
■overeign  was  so  powerful  that  he  could  muatei 
8,000,000  warriors,  that  hia  revenues  wore  i 
and  his  state  niagniticenL  More  than  20,000  victims. 
captives  taken  in  battle,  were  annually  sacriticed 
jiim  the  altars  of  hi»  gods.  As  for  his  capita], 
iras  impregnable,  standing  la  the  midst  of  a  great: 
lake  whose  surface  was  covered  with  the  emperor'a: 
vessels  of  war;  the  approach  to  the  city  was  by  n 
of  causeways  several  miles  long,  connected  is  jwrta  hjf 
wooden  bridges,  which,  when  I'^sed,  cut  off  all  t 
munications  with  the  surrounding  countxy." 


WISDOM   OF  FATHER  OLJIEDO. 

W"  "At  this  description  of  Mexico  we  can  fancy  tbat 
'  Ote  Btoiiteat  hearted  mnat  have  quailed  at  the  proapeot 
of  attempting  it^  conquest.  But  the  cacique  had  told 
tbem  of  the  great  wealth  of  Montezuma  in  gold,  silver, 
and  jewels;  so,"  snya  brave  old  Diaz,  "the  words 
which  we  beard  made  us — such  is  the  nature  of 
Sjianish  soldiers — only  the  more  earnest  to  prove  the 
adventure,  despemte  aa  it  might  appear."  There  is 
now  DO  doubt  tbat  the  wily  cacique  bad  been  advised 
of  the  coming  of  the  Spimiardu,  and,  fearing  to  draw 
down  upon  himself  the  anger  of  Moutezumn  I>y  a  dif- 
ferent course,  gave  such  an  account  of  the  difficulties 
to  be  encountered  in  their  progress  as  would  induce 
them  to  retrace  their  stepa.  Still,  we  have  it  upon 
the  authority  of  Diaz  tbat  they  ultimately  found  Mexico 
to  be  even  a  stronger  place,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
than  the  cacique  had  described  it  The  manner  tlirough- 
out  of  this  chief  was  cold  and  inboapitable,  tmtil  the 
general  told  him  of  the  embassies  and  many  magnificent 
preseuta  he  had  received  &om  Montezuma.  But  hear- 
ing of  these,  be  became  more  friendly,  gave  some  gold 
orDHments  to  the  general  and  provisions  to  the  troope. 
At  this  point  of  his  career  Cortes  was  preserved 
from  great  peril  by  the  wisdom  of  Father  Olmedo ;  for 
th«  general,  upon  finding  the  cacique  unwilling  to 
bvciome  a  convert  to  Christianity,  would — such  was 
his  zeal — ot  all  risks,  have  commanded  hia  willing 
soldiers  to  thro*  down  their  idols  and  plant  the  cross. 
But  the  good  father,  ujton  this,  as  upon  many  after 
ocoasious,  argued  "  tbat  to  introduce  the  cross  among 
the  natives  in  their  present  state  of  ignorance  and 
incredulity  would  be  to  expose  the  sacred  symbol  to 
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desecration  us  soou  an  iLe  bucka  of  the  Sponuirds  were 
turned.  No;  it  was  better  to  bide  their  tima"  For- 
tunately fur  the  enthusiastic  aoldieis,  Cortes  listened 
to  thin  reasoning ;  for,  us  we  shall  see,  the  people  of  tlie 
great  plateau  were  far  different  from  the  enervated 
races  of  the  lierra  calierUe,  or  even  the  brave  warrion 
of  Tabasco. 

The  general  continued  hia  course  till  he  arrired 
at  a  town  of  some  5,000  iuhabilanta.  Here  they 
met  with  the  most  hospitable  reception.  Coming  to  & 
holt,  he  conferred  with  the  friendly  natives  as  to  hia 
future  line  of  march.  They  strongly  Advised  him  to 
take  a  route  which  led  through  the  aucioiit  dty  tit 
Cholula,  as  the  inhabitants  were  a  mild,  inoffensive 
race,  and  would  entertain  him  kindly.  "  Not  ea ;  do. 
not  take  that  route,"  exclumed  the  Cempuallan  allied 
"Avoid  the  Cholulans;  they  are  false,  perfidioiu,  and 
cowarUiy."  They  adviBeJ  him  to  proceed  by  the  nx 
to  Tlascala,  that  brave  republic  which  had  bo  long  s 
tlie  power  and  arms  of  Mnutezuma  at  defiance. 
acted  upon  the  advice  of  the  Cempoallans,  and  at  o 
choosing  four  of  their  number,  sent  them  as  a 
sadors  to  the  Tlascalans  with  a  letter,  the  contents  oC 
which  he  caused  to  be  explained  to  them.  In  l" ' 
Cortes  commended  the  valour  of  the  pe^iplo  iii  h«^ 
ing  so  long  resisted  the  proud  Montemma,  whom  1 
inteuded  to  huiuble,  and  craved  jtermission  for  Ui 
troops  to  pass  throvigh  their  territories.  With  thii 
document  the  general  also  seut  a  cap  of  crimson  clol^ 
a  sword,  and  a  cross-bow,  weupona  that  would  be  hi 
to  excite  the  admiration  of  Indians. 

Three  days  having  elupsed  without  bringing  tlM 


a  of  the  ambseaadon,  Cortes  ordered  ai 
bowKrds  TUtscala;  nor  did  the  troops  bult  tiU  they 
found  tlieir  progress  saddenly  anvst«d  by  n  fortiGca- 
tion,  tfae  strength  and  enormous  size  of  which  struck 
them  with  amazement 

From  the  Cempoallana  the  Spaniards  learned  that 
this  extraordinary  stmctore  marked  the  limits  of 
Tlnscalii,  and  had  been  erect«d  as  a  defence  against 
the  Mesicans.  "  It  was  a  stone  wall,  nine  feet  in 
height  and  twenty  in  thicknesx,  with  a  pai'apet  a,  foot 
and  B-half  broad,  raised  on  the  auramit,  for  the  |>ro- 
t«ction  of  those  who  defended  it.  It  had  only  one 
openiog  in  the  centre,  made  by  two  semicircular  Hues 
of  wall  overlapping  each  other  for  a  diBtuncn  of  forty 
paces,  and  affording  a  passage  way  between,  ten  |iace8 
wide,  ao  contrived,  therefore,  as  to  be  perfectly  com- 
manded by  the  inner  wall.  This  fortification,  which 
(Extended  more  than  two  leagues,  rested  at  either  <.ud 
ou  the  bold  natural  buttresses  formed  by  the  sicn% 
The  work  was  built  of  immeiise  blocks  of  stones,  iii<:eiy 
laid  together  withiiut  cement;  and  the  remains  still 
existing,  among  which  ara  i-ocks  of  the  whole  breadth 
of  the  rauiinrt,  fully  attest  ita  solidity  and  size." 

Aghast  at  the  sight  of  thta  C'yclopian  straotnre,  the 
troopa  hesitAt«^  to  proceed,  as  if  it  were  tempting 
Providence  to  brave  a  people  so  numerous,  powerful, 
and  warlike.  No  man  knew  better  than  Cort*«,  that  to 
hesitate  was  to  insuiv  defeat,  so,  putting  himself  at  the 
head  of  his  cavalry,  he  galloped  forward  thmugli  the 
only  opening,  exclaiming,  "  Forward,  soldiew  !  the  holy 
cross  is  our  banner,  and  beneath  it  we  must  conquer." 
In  a  few  minutea  the  hitherto  free  soil  of  Tlascak  wua 
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trodden  by  the  foot  of  the  conqueroi'.  The  uncertain tj" 
as  to  whether  they  were  to  be  received  as  friends  or  foea- 
was  Roon  decided ;  for,  adTancing  a  little,  they  vere  met 
by  a  body  ofseveral  thousand  Indians,  who  attacked  tha 
Spaniards  with  great  fiuy,  killing  one  cavalier  and  tva 
horees.  The  Inst  loss  was  a  sad  one,  not  alone  for 
the  animals,  which  were  invaluable,  but,  as  it  proved- 
they  had  at  last  come  among  a  race  who  were  not 
terrified  at  thuir  ap]ieai-ance.  Having  defeated  tl«« 
natiTes  in  this  desperate  battle,  they  continued  thw' 
route,  and  fell  in  with  two  of  the  Cempoalians  whom 
Cortes  had  sent  to  Tkscalo,  They  were  accompanied 
by  two  Tlasoalan  envoys,  who  di^vowed  the  late 
attack  upon  his  army  as  unauthorized,  and  aaaured  hin 
of  a  friendly  reception  in  their  capital.  Cortes  put  i 
great  taith  in  their  assumnces  of  friendship.  It  wi 
well  he  did  not;  for  during  their  advance  the  next 
day  they  met  the  other  two  Cem]>oaUans,  who,  half' 
dead  with  terror,  told  the  generail  they  had  been  seized 
and  put  in  cages,  in  order  to  be  sacrificed  at  i 
approaching  festival;  moreover,  a  large  army  was  pr*-.. 
paring  to  arrest  their  progress;  news  that  wa«  c 
finned  shortly  afterwardH  by  the  appearance  of  about  k 
thousand  warriors.  The  general  caused  tbein  to  bt' 
told  that  he  had  no  hostile  intentions.  The  proclam^ 
tion,  however,  was  replied  to  by  a  shower  of  dart^> 
arrows,  and  stfiiiea,  which  fell  like  rain  u]>on  the  a 
harness  of  the  soldiers. 

"  St.    Jago,    and    at    them  I "    cried    Cortea. 

Spaniards  charged,  and  caused  the  Indians  to  rettwi 

L  Tliis  reti-eat,  however,  was  but  a  stratagem   to  dnv 

[  their  euemy  into  a  defile  bo  narrow  that  their  cavalif 
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artillery  were  useless;  but,  to  tliotr  dismay,  in 
turning  an  abrupt  angle  of  the  pa«»,  they  aaw  an  army 
of  100,000  men.  Getting  BJgbt  of  the  SpiuiiaTdB,  the 
Iiidian  army  began  to  beat  their  drumi!  and  acream 
out  their  hideous  war  friea, 

"  This  terrible  host  riiaUed  forward  as  if  to  over- 
whelm the  invaders  by  met«  numbers,  and  were  met 
iieroically  by  the  Spaniards,  who  received  the  shock 
unshaken.  After  a  t«rriBc  fight,  amidst  the  din  of 
wluch  the  voice  of  Cort«a  was  heard  cheering  his  men, 
and  crying  'Forward,  fi)rward,  comrades  !  if  we  fail 
DOW  we  shall  uevi-r  jilnnt  the  cross  of  Christ  ill  the 
land.'  Xicotencittl,  the  TlascaUut  general,  finding 
thai  he  could  not  niukc  head  in  the  open  field  aguinat 
bia  enemy  (eight  of  lua  chiefs  having  been  slain), 
urdered  a  retreat." 

Too  contented  with  his  victory  to  pursue  the  enemy, 
Cortes  gathered  together  his  wounded,  and  choosing  a 
rocky  eminence  named  "  the  hiU  of  Tzonipach," 
bivouacked  for  the  night  On  the  following  day  he 
despatched  two  TIascalan  chiels,  who  had  been  taken 
pTLMners,  to  their  countrymen,  proposing  a  oesaatioii  of 
hostilities,  and  his  desire  to  visit  their  capital  as  a 
friend.  Wliile  awaiting  the  return  of  these  ainbassa- 
dow,  the  general  made  a  foray  into  the  country. 
He  aeems  to  have  been  guilty  of  much  unnecewtury 
cruelty;  fur  wherever  ho  met  with  the  slightest  retiat- 
anue  he  laid  waste  the  country  with  fire  and  sword. 

Cortes  had  not  long  to  wait  Upon  again  reaching 
his  quarters  he  found  his  envoys  nwuting  him.  They 
had  seen  the  Tlascaluu  general  ut  the  head  of  a  force 
50,000    strong;   and  in  reply  to   the   message  fixioi 
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Coi-tes,  ho  said,  "  Return  to  the  Spaaiards,  and  tell 
them  they  may  pass  od  to  Tlascala  as  soon  as  thejt^ 
please,  but  when  they  reach  there,  their  flesh  will  ba 
torn  from  their  bodies  for  sacrifice  to  the  gods."  TbiL 
sensation  that  haughty  defiance  caused  among  th*' 
Spaniards  is  well  expressed  by  the  pious  old  here, 
Diaz,  who  says,  "  When  all  this  was  commuuicaled  bk 
us,  being  but  mortals,  and  like  all  others,  feariif 
death,  we  prepared  for  battle  by  confessing  to  out 
reverend  fathers,  who  were  occupied  during  the  whol* 
night  in  their  holy  oifice." 

Cortes  at  ouoe  advanced,  with  the  hope,  by  so  bold  m 
movement,  of  intimidating  the  enemy.  HJ.n  iiistrut 
tiona  to  his  ti-oops  were, — for  the  infantry,  to  rely  a 
the  point,  ruther  than  the  edge  of  their  swords,  sa 
to  endeavour  to  thrust  their  opponenbi  through  tli» 
body;  the  cavalry  were  to  charge  at  half  speed,  witb 
their  lances  aimed  at  the  eyes  of  the  Ittdiaoa.  T 
artillery,  arquebuaiers,  and  crosa-bow  men  were 
support  one  another,  some  loading  while  others  i 
charged  their  pieces,  that  there  should  be  uniut«r[nitte£ 
firing  kept  up  through  the  action.  Above  aU,  thr-^ 
were  to  maintain  their  ranks  close  and  unbroken,  i 
on  this  depended  their  preservation. 

The  Spaniards  had  not  advanced  a  quarter  of  A 
league  when  they  came  iu  sight  of  the  TlascaJan  army.: 
"  Nothing  could  be  more  picturesque  than  tlie  aspect  c^ 
these  Indian  battalions,  with  the  naked  bodi^  of  tU 
common  soldiers  gaudily  painted,  the  fantusUc  hclmell! 
of  the  chiefs  glittering  witli  gold  and  precious 
and  the  glowing  panoplies  of  featherwork  which 
I  .rated  tbeir  peniona.     Inoumerable  spears  and  dart^ 


Mied  witb  points  of  tranagiarent  ittUK,  or  fiery  copper, 
flpftrkled  bright  in  the  muming  sun,  like  the  phosphoric 
gleams  playing  on  the  surface  of  &  troubled  sea;  while 
the  roar  of  the  mighty  host  was  dark  with  tlie  shadows 
of  banners,  on  which  were  emblazoned  the  armorial 
betuings  of  the  great  Tlancalan  and  Otomie  chieftains. 
Among  these,  the  white  lieron  on  the  rock,  the  cogni- 
znnce  of  the  house  of  XicotencatI,  waa  conapiouous, 
aitd  still  more  the  golden  eagle,  with  outiiireod 
wingB,  in  the  fashion  of  the  Soman  eiffnum,  richly 
umamented  with  emeralds  and  silverwork,  the  great 
standard  of  the  repoblic  of  TIascala. 

The  common  file  wore  no  covering  except  a  girdle 
round  the  loins.  Their  bodies  were  painted  with  the 
tippropriate  colours  of  the  chieftain  whoso  banner  they 
followed.  The  feather  mail  of  the  higher  class  of  war- 
riors exhibited  also  a  similar  selection  of  colours  for  the 
like  object,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  colour  of  the 
tartAU  indicates  the  peculiar  clan  of  the  Highlander. 
Tho  cooiqui'S  and  principal  warriors  were  clothed  in  a 
quilted  cotton  tunic,  two  inches  thick,  which,  fitting 
close  to  the  body,  protected  also  the  thiglm  and  the 
ehonlders.  Over  this  tUe  wealthier  Indians  wore  cui- 
nines  of  tlun  gold  plate  or  silver.  Their  legs  were 
defended  by  leathern  boots  or  sandals,  trimmed  witb 
gold.  But  the  most  brilliant  [Mtrt  of  their  costume 
was  a  nch  mantle  of  the  ptiuiuije,  or  featherwork,  em- 
broidered with  curious  art,  and  furnishing  some  resem- 
blance to  the  goi^ons  BUTCont  worn  by  the  European 
knight  over  his  armour  in  the  Middle  Ages.  This 
gracefill  and  picturesque  dress  Was  surmounted  by  a 
ijtota&tic  head-piece,  made  of  wood  or  leather,  reprt- 
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B^iitiug  tlio  head  of  anme  wild  animal,  iind  freqneiitljr 
disjilayiDg  a  formiilable  wmy  of  teeth.  With  thia  i 
covering  the  warrior's  head  was  enveloped,  prodw 
a  moat  grotiisqiie  and  hideous  effect  From  tlie  crown-' 
floated  a  splendid  panache  of  the  richly-variegated 
plumuge  of  the  tropicu,  iudicating  by  its  form  and 
colours  the  rank  and  family  of  the  wearer. 
plete  their  defensive  armour,  they  carried  shields  vx 
targets,  made  sometimes  of  wood  covered  with  leather^ 
t>ut  more  usually  of  a  tight  frame  of  reeda  quilted  t 
cotton,  which  were  preferred,  as  tougher  and  less  liabls 
to  fracture  than  the  former.  They  had  other  bucklen). 
in  which  the  cotton  was  covered  with  an  elastic  sab- 
etance,  euabling  them  to  be  shut  up  in  a  more  compaek 
form,  like  a  fan  or  umbrella.  These  shields  were  de- 
corated with  showy  omamenta,  according  to  the  t 
or  wealth  of  the  weaivr,  and  fringed  with  a  beautiful 
pendant  of  featherwork. 

Their  weapons  were  bows  and  arrows,  alinga,  jan 
lins,  and  darta.  They  were  accomplished  archers,  ani 
woidd  discharge  two  or  even  three  arrows  at  a  time 
but  they  moat  excelled  in  throwing  the  jarelia,  Ou 
species  of  this,  with  a  thong  attached  to  it,  which  n 
mained  in  the  slinger's  hand,  that  he  might  recall  tb 
weapon,  was  esiwcially  dreaded  by  the  Spaniards.  Thei 
various  arms  were  pointed  with  bone  or  the  miuent 
it:ili  (obsidian),  the  hard  vitreous  substance  alrea^ 
noticed  as  cajmble  of  taking  an  edge  like  a  razor,  tboii^ 
easily  blunted.  Theii-  spears  and  arrows  were  also  fri 
quently  headed  with  copper.  Instead  of  a  aword  tlug( 
bore  a  two-liandcd  staff,  about  three  foot  and  a-lu'' 
n  which,  at  regular  distances,  were  inserted  ti 


Pknelf  sharp  blades  of  il:dli,  a  fomiidaMe  weafion, 
'^fllich  an  eye-witness  aasiirea  us  he  had  smin  full  u  horse 
at  a  blow. 

The  fight  was  cnmnienced,  rn  before,  by  the  Tla»- 
caUatia,  who  hurled  at  the  advancing  host  a  abower 
of  double-headed  darte,  Btones,  and  other  missiles, 
that  darkened  the  sky.  Cortefl  halted,  and  forming 
his  troops  in  liDe,  began  such  a  deadly  and  well- 
directed  fire  that  every  bullet  found  its  billet  in 
the  dense  ranka  of  tlie  enemy.  Galled  to  deaper^ 
adoD,  the  Indiana  now  rushed  upon  the  Spaniards 
«n  tnagge.  They  fell  back ;  for  it  was  impossible  to 
witliatjuid  the  shock  of  such  an  aTalanvhe.  But 
caoh  mall,  knowing  the  fearful  fate  that  awaited  the 
captive,  and  that  there  was  no  alternative  but  victory 
or  immediate  death,  a  supernatural  strength  seemed 
lent  to  the  little  baud,  and  with  such  dcs^»eration 
did  the  cavalry  charge,  the  artillery  ply  their  great 
titone  balls,  and  the  in&ntiy  use  their  swords  upon 
the  luiked  bodies  of  their  enemies,  that  the  Indians 
were  at  Itngth  driven  back.  Still,  disabled  as  they 
were,  and  worn  out  with  incessant  fatigue,  the 
Spaniards  mnst  have  speedily  Buccumhed  to  the 
imoieuBe  number  of  the  eneBiy;  but  fortunately,  two 
of  the  Indian  geaeials,  quarrelling  with  their  chief, 
Xicot«ncatl,  witlidrew  their  forces,  and  thua  c<;>m- 
pelled  the  latter  to  retreat  Too  well  pleased  with 
his  victoiy  to  desire  a  punnit,  Cortes  returned  to 
bis  old  poBitJon  on  the  hill  of  Tsumpocb,  and  returned 
tlianks  to  God  for  his  soecess.  In  that  desperate 
action,  which  lasted  four  hours,  the  Indians  are  said 
to  have  lost  some  tltonaands,  while  of  the  Chriatiiui 
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army  but  one  man  was  killed,  although  seventy  othcrt. 
and  all  the  hones  were  wounded.  Thia  extraordinaty 
disproportion  waa  owing,  not  to  the  superior  couragtf 
of  the  Spaniards,  but  to  the  fact,  that  while  tho 
Indians  were  nearly  naked,  and  used  only  the  moat, 
primitive  weapons,  their  enemies  were  steel-clad,  duk* 
ciplined  in  the  art  of  war,  and  possetsed  firearms. 
"The  use  of  tho  latter,"  saya  an  historian,  "j 
an  ascendency  which  cannot  be  easily  estimated; 
so  great  that  a  contest  between  natives  equally  civil- 
ised, which  should  be  similar  in  all  other  respect!' 
to  that  between  tho  Spaniards  and  Tlascalans,  would 
probably  be  attended  with  a  similar  issue."  Second 
only  in  effect  to  the  guns  and  arquebuses  ■ 
cavalry.  The  Tlascalans  had  never  before  seen  a  beast 
of  burden.  Their  imaginations  were  bewildei-ed  when 
they  beheld  horse  and  rider  move  in  unison,  and  obedi- 
ent to  one  impulse,  as  if  possessed  of  a  common  naturej^ 
and  us  they  saw  these  terrihlo  animals  galloping  amony. 
their  squadrons  and  trampling  their  companions  i 
dust,  we  cannot  be  surprised  at  their  deeming  tiient 
supernatural  beings. 

The  deHperato  valour  of  the  Tlascalans  made  Cortet 
still  more  desirous  to  form  an  alliance  with  them ; 
tMnkiug  no  time  so  good  as  immediately  afteravictoryi 
he  sent  another  prisoner  to  tho  capital,  proposing  ■ 
cessation  of  hostilities.  The  brave  republiOHns  we>4 
sot  yet  sufficiently  humbled.  The  senate  met,  uu),  ta 
aid  them  in  their  delibemtions,  they  called  in  Um 
priests.  The  latter  were  asked  whether  the  i 
era  were  men  of  flesh  end  blood  like  tbemaelv«^ 
lupematural    beings,      Xicotencatl,    the    gea«n^ 
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^^^pftrting  under  his  dcfcata,  and  in  opposition  to  a  ]iarty 
^^Nto  desired  peace,  burned  to  try  hia  fortunea  once 
more  with  the  enemy.  It  it  Biippoeed,  therefore,  that 
he  tnatignt«d  the  pnegta  to  reply,  "  Th&t  the  Spaniards, 
though  not  gods,  were  children  of  the  sun,  and,  there- 
fore, diuing  the  day,  protected  by  that  luminaTy;  but 
tlint  in  a  night  attack  they  might  be  beaten."  This 
advice  prevailed,  and  Xicotencatl  was  cmpowei-ed  to 
mnko  the  attempt  with  10,000  men. 

Tlie  Tiascalans  were  secret  and  stealthy  in  tlieir 
movements;  but  Cortes  was  not  the  man  to  be  taken 
by  surprise.  His  men  slept  with  their  arma  by  their 
■idea,  and  their  horses  ready  saddled,  with  the  bridle 
han^ng  over  the  bow.  Thus,  before  the  dusky 
oolumna  of  natives  had  reached  neiirer  than  the  foot  of 
the  bill,  tlio  Spaniards  sallied  forth  and  charged  down 
its  sides,  comwitting  such  tt-rribie  slaughter  that,  after 
discharging  one  volley  of  arrows,  the  Indians  fled  in 
dismay,  fully  confinned  in  their  notion  that  the 
sti^igera  weT«  demons,  otherwise,  how  could  they  have 
known  their  intended  attack  1  As  usual,  this  victory 
was  followed  by  a  new  embassy  to  the  capital.  The 
envoys  found  the  chiefs  of  the  senate  plunged  in  the 
deei>Mt  dejection  at  their  many  defeats,  and  willing  to 
accept  the  overtures  of  the  S^iaiiisb  general  Acc«vd- 
ingly,  four  of  their  principal  caciques  were  sent  to  the 
camp  of  the  Christians,  with  many  excuses  for  the 
pant,  and  offers  of  a  friendly  reception  ia  the  capital. 
On  their  way  the  envoys  were  charged  to  visit  the 
warlike  Xicotencatl,  and  require  him  to  discontinue 
all  further  hostilitiea  But,  cbaSng  beneath  his  several 
defeats,  the  Tlascalan  geueiul  refused  obedience. 
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determined  was  he  to  panish  the  mvaden  of  his 
oountiy.  He  moreover  persuaded  the  eavoys  to 
relinquish  their  intended  visit  to  the  ^Muiiardsy  and 
to  remain  in  his  camp.  Cortes  was  thus  kept  in 
ignorance  of  the  favourable  decision  of  the  Tlascalan 
senate. 
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Desikovb  of  Htrildng  terror  into  the  hearta  of  the 
natives,  the  Spanish  general,  although  bo  ill  from 
ftvOT  that  he  could  scarcely/  keep  hia  saddle,  put  him- 
self at  the  head  of  his  cavalry,  and  made  a  fora;  into 
the  neighbouring  conntiy.  This  expeilitdou  did  little 
for  his  fair  fame;  for  he  was  accused  I>y  his  coutem' 
porariea  of  committing  many  acts  of  unnecesaaiy 
cruelty.  Oil  his  return,  laden  with  plunder,  he  found 
his  army  in  a  state  of  discontent,  if  not  mutiny.  A 
deputation  of  seven  waited  tipon  him,  praying  him  to 
forego  his  intention  of  marching  to  Mexico.  "  Onr 
patience  ia  exhausted,"  said  they;  "the  rictoricw  we 
have  won,  although  against  such  fearful  odds,  have 
not  advanced  na  one  step ;  our  sufferings  are  no  longer 
endorable;  fifty  of  our  companionsi  have  fallen;  we 
lead  worse  lives  than  benste  of  burden,  for  we  rest  not 
from  our  labonrs  neither  by  night  nor  day.  As  to  con- 
qaering  Mexico,  there  was  not  one  man  in  the  army 
who  did  not  regard  it  aa  madness,  or  a  tempting  of 
Providence;  for,  if  the  pot^  republic  of  TIascala 
had  been  capnble  of  offering  such  resistance,  what 
might  they  not  expect  from  the  Mexican  empire  t" 
They  concluded  by  begging  that  he  would  return  to 
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Vera  Crnz;  for  although,  by  an  unparalleled  act  of 
rashness,  the  fleet  had  been  destroyed,  there  still 
remained  one  ship,  which  might  be  sent  to  Cuba  for 
reinforcements  and  supplies. 

Good  humouredly,  and  without  a  &own  upon  hii 
countenance,  Cortes  received  these  expostulations,  and 
replied  by  praising  their  valour,  and  reminding  them 
that  although  they  had  had  to  encounter  great  difficul- 
ties, God  had  always  been  with  them,  and  would  never 
desert  thcui.  They  must  also  do  him  the  justice  to 
admit  that  he  had  ever  been  foremost  in  danger,  and 
had  never  shrunk  from  sharing  their  toils  and  suf- 
ferings. Then  ho  concluded  by  saying, — "That  as  to 
destroying  the  ships,  it  was  done  by  good  advice;" 
and,  "gentlemen,"  continued  he,  "our  fame  will  far 
exceed  that  of  the  most  illustrious  of  our  predecesoia, 
who  never,  as  you  are  aware,  dared  to  take  such  a 
measure ;  and  therefore,  instead  of  repining,  it  is  better 
to  look  forward,  and  leave  all  to  be  guided  by  th« 
hand  of  God.  As  to  our  return,  it  is  true  the  nativea 
we  have  left  behind  are  now  friendly ;  but  if  we  seem 
to  retreat,  the  very  stones  wOl  rise  against  ua. 
Therefore,  gentlemen,  thus  it  is;  bad  there,  worse  else- 
where; better  stay  as  you  are  here  in  a  plentiful 
country;  and  as  to  what  you  say  of  losses,  deaths,  and 
&tiguea,  such  is  the  foi-tune  of  war,  and  wo  did  not 
come  here  in  search  of  pastimes  and  amnsementa. 
Therefore,  I  beg  of  you,  who  ai'e  all  cavaliers,  by  your 
station  authorized  to  set  an  example,  that  you  do 
longer  will  think  of  returning,  but  do  your  da^  Uk*' 
tie  valiant  soldiers  I  have  always  found  you  to  he." 

The  Velasquez  party  rcpliedj  but  Gorte^ 


ipatlent,  euHly  answered, — "  My  frien(]s,it  is  better  to 
at  once  tbaii  live  disbououred," — a  sentiment  that 
was  so  Tociferously  reciprocated  by  his  friends  and 
foUowers,  that  the  roulocontents  vero  fur  the  time 
qnieted.  What  urdioary  roan  could  have  made  head 
against  the  difficulties  by  which  the  general  waa  at 
that  time  beset, — a  cunning  and  fierce  enemy;  a 
oliinate  upon  which  no  dependence  could  be  placed; 
bodily  illness ;  a  mind  anxious  as  to  the  view  the  Span- 
ish court  would  take  of  his  actions;  and  diaaSectioD 
tmong  those  upon  whom  he  mainly  depended  for  the 
inquest  of  Mexico. 

i-e  seen,  the  Tlascalan  general,  Xicotencatl, 

Tnsed  to  make  peace  with  the  Spaniards.     At  length, 

liowever,    he    was   compelled   to  exhibit  at  least  kmtm 

show  of  obedience.    Accordingly,  the  morning  after  the 

deputation  bad  waited  uixin  Cortes,  they  were  surprised 

at  the  appearance  of  a  small  body  of  Tlascalaus,  attired 

in  white,  the  emblem  of  peace.    It  waa  an  embaa^  from 

Xicotencatl,  bringing  a  measage  of  amity,  and  a  present 

of  fowls,  bread,  &uit,  and  iucense;  also  four  old  women, 

a  quantity  of  parrots'  featherB, 

Having  offered  their  incense  to  Cort«a,  one  of  the 

addressed   him  as   follows: — 'This  present  onr 

icral,  Xicotencatl,  sends  you.     If  you  are,  as  it  is 

id,   teulcs,   and   desire  hunau   sacrifices,   here    are 

icse  four  women;  take  their  beai-ts  and  blood  for  food; 

we  know  not  your  pleasure,  we  have  not  hitherto 

-ificed  them   to  you;   now  do  as  you  choose  with 

If  you  are  men,  here  are  fowls,  bread,  and 

lit;  if  yon  are  benignant  teules,  we  offer  to  yoti  this 

and  tliese  parrots'  feathers.'   Cortes  replied  that 

had  already  sent  to  them  requiring  peace,  as  th« 
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object  of  the  Spkniards  in  coming  was  to  make  manifeat 
the  truths  of  their  holy  religion,  and  ia  the  uames  of 
their  God  and  emperor,  to  prohibit  hnraan  eacriQces; 
that  they  were  meu  like  theniselvea,  but  not  accustomed 
to  put  any  to  death,  except  in  their  own  defence;  and 
that  consequently  the  Tlascalans  should  no  longer  con- 
tinue their  mad  resistance,  but  embrace  peace  when  it 
waa  ofiere<1  to  them." 

To  this  the  Indians  replied  that  Sicotencatl  wa» 
desirous  of  peace,  and  would  speedily  attend  the  Spanish 
general  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  its  terms.  Such  joy 
did  this  intelligence  give  to  the  wearied  Spaniards,  ^Bt 
they  welcomed  the  Tlascalan  envoys  as  friends. 

It  was  now  that,  in  all  probability,  the  keen-eyed 
Dona  Marina  saved  the  Christians  from  destruction. 
Bbe  told  Cortes  that  she  suspected  these  ambassadors 
to  be  spies.  They  were  seized  and  examined  separat«ly, 
when  four  confessed  that  they  bad  been  sent  by 
Xicotencnti  to  observe  the  state  of  the  Spanish  camp, 
and  that  he  was  only  awaiting  their  report  to  make  the 
attack.  Cortes  immediately  caused  the  hands  of  seven- 
teen of  the  party  to  be  struck  off,  and  in  that  condition 
sent  them  to  their  chief  with  the  messagi^,  "  That  th« 
Tlascalans  might  come  when  they  would,  by  niglit  or 
.  by  day,  but  they  would  find  the  Spaniards  ready  for 
them." 

This  cruel,  though  perhaps  necessary  act,  termioated 
the  Tlascalan  war;  for  the  very  sight  of  their  mutilated 
commded  filled  the  Indian  camp  with  horror,  and 
neither  general  nor  u>ldiers  would  fight  longer  agunst 
a  foe  who,  in  their  superstitious  fear,  they  believed 
oould  read  their  very  thoughts,  and  discover  their 
.  betbte  they  were  lipe  for  action. 
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Soon  after,  the  great  chief  came  to  the  Spanish  camp, 
and  doing  honiftge  to  Cortes,  on  the  part  of  his  nation, 

|uest«d  that  tUe  Tlaxcalanit  and  the  Spaniards  might 
friends,  adding  frankly,  that  his  countrymen 

lold  be  fonnd  to  be  as  faithful  in  peace  as  they  had 
been  firm  in  war;  and  this  these  brave  people  were 
until  the  end. 

To  say  the  leaat,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  emperor, 
Montezuma,  vho,  from  the  first  landing  of  Grijalva's 
party,  bad  been  in  fear  that  the  Spaniards  were  tha 
people  foretold  by  the  old  prophecy,  who  were  to 
deprive  him  of  his  throne,  should  have  sent  no  (oree 
Against  thvm.  fhat  he  was  not  constitationolly  a 
ooward  tiis  antecedents  prove.  If,  as  contempomiy 
writers  assert,  he  entirely  relied  upon  fnte,  why  should 
he  have  made  so  many  attempts  to  ward  off  that  which 
he  must  have  considered  the  inevitable  stroke,  by 
peaceful  embassies,  magniiicent  gifts,  and  some  very 
treacherous  attempts  at  the  deetructiou  of  the  strangers. 
His  conduct  is  inexplicable.  For  while  the  Christians 
had  been  steadily  ad\-ancing  towards  the  capital,  fight- 
thcir  way  inch  by  inch,  against  not  only  bis  own 

Idiore,  but  his  rebellious  snbjecta,  and  even  dreaded 
lies  like  the  Tlascalans,  this  great  military  chief, 
who  had  by  his  former  prowess  earned  the  title  of  the 
"  terror  of  Anahuac,"  sat  trembling  upon  hb  throne, 
panting  with  pusillanimous  fear,  and  vainly  praying 

his  gods  that  tiome  chance  might  arrest  the  progress 

the  enemy. 

The  ftilvanee  of  Cortes  to  Tlascala  seemed  ono  of 
most  hopeful  of  these  chances;  for  Montejiuma 
ibted  not,  that  if  once  among  that  fierce  people,  the 
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Bpaniards  nonld  all  be  destroyed.  But  when  the  newi 
was  brought  to  him  that  these,  the  bravest  vamora  in 
Anahuac,  had  been  so  aigoally  defeated  by  such  a  hand- 
fill  of  men,  his  superstitious  fears  knew  no  bounds,  and  in 
hia  alarm  he  sent  another  propitiating  embassy  to  Cortea. 
This  embassy  reached  the  Spanish  camp  while  the 
Tlascalan  chiefs  were  engaged  with  Cortea  making  their 
overtures  of  peace  and  alliance.  It  consisted  of  live  at 
the  greatest  of  the  Mexican  nobles,  and  two  hundred 
slaves,  who  bore  three  thousand  ounces  of  gold,  several 
hundred  mantles  and  dresses  of  embroidered  cott«nand 
featherwork.  "Laying  this  magnificent  offering  at  the 
feet  of  the  general,  they  told  him  Montezuma  cougiatn- 
lated  him  upon  his  victories,  and  regretted  that  ha 
could  not  receive  him  in  his  capital,  for  the  population 
being  so  unruly,  their  safety  would  be  endangered." 
The  most  piiaillanimoua  part  of  the  message,  however, 
was  an  offer  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  monarch  to 
pay  tribute  to  the  Spanish  king,  if  Cortes  would  refmia 
from  visiting  the  capital.  "  It  was  indeed,"  aa  Preevott^ 
remarks,  "  displaying  the  rich  casket  with  one  hand 
which  he  was  unable  to  defend  with  the  other." 
This  the  keen-sighted  Cortes  saw;  for  while,  vnlh  » 
show  of  gratitude,  he  accepted  the  presents,  the  onlj' 
reason  he  advanced  for  not  complying  with  Montezuma'* 
wishes  was  the  direct  command  of  his  sovereign,  who 
had  ordered  him  tu  visit  the  Mexican  emperor  in  tut. 
capital.  But  he  added,  as  he  had  not  then  the  mi 
of  requiting  the  genei-oaity  of  Montezuma,  he  trusted. 
to  rtpay  him  at  eome  /vlure  day  vnlh  good  imrka.  yVith. 
this  answer  the  ambassadors  returned,  not  a  tittle- 
chagrined  at  having  to  report  to  Montezuma  the  iriend' 
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p  wbicL  now  existed  between  his  luost  dreaded 
imica,  the  TloM^laua  and  Spaoiards. 
In  the  city  of  Tlascaln,  whicb  Cort«s  describes  as 
being  larger,  stronger,  and  more  populous  than 
Grsnada  in  Spain,  the  general  and  bis  troops  were 
received  with  great  manifestations  of  joy,  and  for 
eerenteen  dstys  partook  of  the  hospitality  of  the  brave 
and  generous  republicans.  It  waa  during  this  resideiiM 
that  A-lTarado,  the  second  in  command,  and  Cortes, 
reccivMl  those  Hoiibri()uet8  Ij  which  they  were  ever 
«l\«r  known  to  the  DativCH.  Alrantdo,  a  great  favour- 
ite, having  a  lair  complexion  and  golden  lockts  was 
Darned  Tonaiiuh  (the  «un).  Cortea  being  always 
attended  by  Dofia  Marina,  'whose  Mexican  name  was 
Malinche,  was  distinguished  by  the  same  name. 

The  account  of  the  friendly  feeling  existing  between 
the  Tlaaculuna  and  Spaniards  had  such  an  alarming  effect 
upon  the  weak  MoDtezuma,  that  he  despatched  another 
embamy.  The  envoys,  who  now  found  Cort«s  in  the  very 
capitfll  of  their  hated  enemies,  were  charged  not  only 
with  a  magDi6c«nt  present  of  emboswd  gold  plato  and 
richly  embroidered  mantles,  but  this  time  an  invitation 
from  tb«  Mexican  monarch  to  his  court,  with  the  aasur- 
snoe  of  a  cordial  welcome:  There  was  a  itiirtling  «Uf- 
fnrincc  between  this  message  and  that  received  before 
«DtcHng  Tbuala,  when  Moututuma  had  offered  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  S|iauiah  sovereign  if  Cortes  would  only 
refrain  fW>m  advancing  to  Mexico.  But  this  iuvituticm, 
as  we  shall  see,  veiled  a  deop  and  treacherous  |u)1icy. 
That  MoDtetiima  was  terrified  at  the  n»w  alliance  waa 
evident;  for  the  Mexican  envoys,  on  the  jiurt  of  their 
aoToreign,  besought  tlie  Sjianiah  general  to  enter  int^ 
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no  filrtber  treaties  with  the  baae  and  barbarous  TU^ 
caJanaj  and,  moreover,  to  come  to  Mejaco  by  way  of 
the  city  of  Cholula,  where  arrangements,  according  to 
his  order,  were  being  made  for  tUeic  reception. 

The  Tlascalan  chief,  who  seems  to  have  entertuned 
a  sincere  admiratioii  for  Cortes,  begged  htm  to  foreg* 
his  intended  vbit  to  Mexico,  assuring  him  that  if  ha 
went,  his  army  would  be  entrapped  by  Montezuma,  whs 
was  aa  treacherous  as  he  was  ambitious.  "  Trust 
said  he,  "  his  courteuies  and  his  giits:  his  profei 
are  hollow  and  his  friendships  are  faW,"  But  finding 
the  general  resolved  upon  going,  they  prayed  him  not 
to  take  the  ronte  through  Cholula,  where,  they  littla 
doubted,  some  treachery  wa«  intended ;  for  the  inhabi* 
tants,  not  brave  ia  the  field,  were  crafty  and  perfi- 
dious, and,  moreover,  devoted  to  Moutezu^lE^  whose 
bidding,  be  it  what  it  might,  they  would  assuredly  pe^ 
form.  Many  other  arguments  were  used  by  theaa 
friendly  people  to  deter  him  from  taking  the  proposed 
route;  but  Cortes,  who  probably  desired  to  sea 
sacred  city,  the  head-quarters  of  the  religion  of  Am^ 
huac — its  Mecca — the  seat  of  its  holiest  shrines, 
deeming  it  weak  policy  to  show  the  slightest  symptoiaS 
of  fear  of  living  man  in  that  land,  still  adhered  to  hia 
original  resolve,  and,  aftor  a  consultation  with  hig, 
officers,  ordered  the  advance  to  Cholula. 

The  Tlascalans,  astounded  at  the  courage  of  me^ 
who,  BO  few  in  numlwr,  would  dare  to  brave  the 
Montezuma  in  his  capita),  offered  a  reinforcement 
10,000  of  the  bravest  of  their  warriors,  Frobabl|' 
Oortes  had  not  sufficient  faith  in  their  friendship 
entrust  fais  army  in  the  midst  of  such  a  formidable 


IN   CHOLULA. 


IGl  I 


for  kII  be  accepted  was  6,000  meu;  aad 
with  tbin  addition  to  Ha  force  be  marched  ou  to  Cbo- 
hiln,  taking  with  him  two  of  Montezama's  ambassadura, 
whom  be  bad  detained  in  hia  camp.  Arriving  in  the 
suburbs,  inany  of  the  Cbolulan  caciques  came  forth  to 
welcome  the  Spaniards.  At  the  sight,  however,  of  tbeir 
Tlaacalan  enemies,  the  chiefs  exbibitod  signs  of  di»- 
pleasure,  and  intimated  that  their  presence  is  tbe  <aty 
might  cause  a  coramotioa  among  the  people.  So  Fea- 
BOnable  did  this  remonatraace  seem  to  the  geaeral,  that 
he  ordered  bis  allies  to  remain  where  tbey  now  were, 
And  to  join  him  when  he  left  the  city  oa  the  waj  to 
Mexico.  The  Spuniards  and  tbeir  Cerapoallan  alliefl 
were  reeeived  in  Cbolula  with  every  sign  of  welooma 
They  were  quartered  within  the  court-yard  of  one  of 
tbe  largest  temples,  and.  for  a  few  days,  so  boepitaUy 
served,  tliat  all  fear  of  treachery  was  dissiputed.  As 
for  tbe  suspicions  of  tbe  Tlascalans,  Cortes  now  imputed 
them  to  prejudice  and  old  national  hostilities.  Soon, 
however,  a  change  came  over  the  scene.  Some  messen- 
gers arrived  from  Montezuma,  and  having  hret  come  to 
Cortes,  and  rudely  forbidden  his  farther  approach  to 
tbe  capital,  held  a  conference  with  the  Mcxicau  ambas- 
sadors, still  in  the  camp.  From  this  time  tbe  Cbololau 
caciquee  no  longer  visited  the  ChristisjL'i,  the  supplies 
were  atiutrd  on  some  small  pretence.  Some  of  the  Cem- 
jHiallans  also  reported  tlmt  they  bad  observed  several 
atr(-et«  barricaded,  and  tlmt  the  asoleaa,  or  flat  roofa,  of 
mntiy  of  the  houses,  were  loaded  with  huge  stones,  as  if 
projnrutory  to  an  aajault ;  that  in  other  places  tbey  had 
found  boles  covered  with  btmiiohes,  and  upright  stakes 
phieed  therein,  as  if  to  ombamus  the  cavalry.    All  this 
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was  snfBcieDtlj  alarming;  but  their  Torst  BOBpicionC 
became  confirmed  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  sudden  ap^ 
peai-ance  of  some  Tlascalaua,  wbo  told  Cortes  that  ft 
great  sacrifice  of  children  had  been  offered  up  in  a  dift' 
taut  ]>art  of  the  town,  to  proiiitiate  the  gods,  apparently 
for  some  intended  enterpriBe;  moreover,  they  had  seen 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants  leaving  the  city,  with  their 
women  and  children,  as  if  to  place  them  in  safety: 
lastly,  that  at  some  distance  from  the  town  wer9' 
encamped  a  large  army  of  Aztecs. 

Cortes  now  felt  himself  fairly  encircled  in  the  web  of 
a  formidable  conspiracy,  in  the  midst  of  enemies,  everf 
house  a  fortress,  his  cavalry  unable  to  act,  and  a  strong 
force  of  Mexican  troops  at  band.  To  fight  or  retrest 
seemed  equally  impossible.  But  how  intricate  and 
well-plaiined  that  conspiracy  was  he  was  ignorant  of 
until  it  was  discovered  by  the  vigilance  of  DoSm 
Marina,  who  in  this,  as  in  other  instances,  proved 
horaelf  the  guardian  angel  of  the  camp. 

The  wife  of  one  of  the  leading  caciques,  won  by  tha 
pteaAing  manners  of  Marina,  came  one  night  to  the  giiia 
and  intimating  that  the  gods  were  about  to  visit  the 
Spanish  camp  with  heavy  vengeance,  besought  Marine 
to  fly  with  her  to  her  own  house,  in  order  to  escape 
the  doom  of  the  strangers.  Marina  had  thus  heanK 
enough  to  make  her  dctdre  to  know  more,  so  afiecting 
much  pleasure  at  the  pi-oposal,  and,  at  the  same  tim^ 
hatred  of  the  white  men,  who  had  so  long  held 
captive,  the  Cholulan  woman,  thrown  off  her  guan^' 
divulged  the  plans  of  the  conspirators.  The  coi^i 
epiracy,  she  said,  originated  with  Mont«zuma,  who  haj 
sent  bribes  to  the  great  chiefs,  her  husband  aa 
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otltrre,  and  thej  had  agreed  to  make  an  assault  npoa 
the  Spaaiards  as  the;  marched  out  of  the  city.  The 
Btivrts  were  barricaded,  and  pit-falls,  with  atakea,  so 
pliiced  thiit  the  cavalry  could  not  act.  There  was 
a  furce  of  20,000  Mexicans  re&dy  t«  support  the 
Cholulans;  and  the  invaders  being  thus  defeated,  & 
sufficient  nnmber  of  prisonera  waa  to  be  reserved  for 
sacrifice  at  Oinlula,  while  the  rest  were  to  be  led  in 
fetters  to  Moutezunm.  Marina  begged  the  Cholulan 
lady  would  at  once  an«i«t  her  in  packing  up  some 
valuablcH  and  wearing  apparel,  which  she  intended 
taking  with  her,  and  in  the  evening  she  would  find  an 
op|x>rtunity  of  escaping  from  the  camp.  Leaving  her 
visitor  thus  employed,  the  girl  left,  apparently  for  a 
few  momenta,  but  really  to  seek  Cortes,  who  at  once 
caused  the  cacique's  wife  to  be  secured.  The  terrified 
woman  repeated  her  statement.  Cortes,  however, 
deeired  to  have  it  fully  established,  for  terrible  waa 
the  vengeance  pacing  through  his  mind.  To  do  this 
h<>  sent  for  two  of  the  principal  pricats,  whom  he  so 
wril  plied  with  Montexiima'fl  own  gold,  that  they  con~ 
firmed  all  the  woman  had  divulged.  It  was  now  high 
time  for  Cortes  to  determine  upim  his  plan  for  the 
frustration  of  the  int«-nded  onslaught,  so,  dismissing  the 
prietitB,  he  told  them  he  proposed  quitting  tho  city 
the  next  morning,  and  therefore  bej^ed  they  would 
induce  sonie  of  the  principal  men  of  Cholula  to  visit 
his  [juarters.  He  then  held  n  consultation  witli  hia 
officers,  during  which  he  was  intermpted  by  itevcral 
of  the  cnciques,  whom  the  priests  had  persuaded  tn 
viidt  ihe  camp.  Dissembling  hia  knowledge  of  their 
treachery,  Cortea  simply  rebuked  them  for  their  want 
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'  of  hospitality,  and  said  lie  'would  uo  longer  be  a  burden 
to  tlieir  citj,  us  he  iutcoded  to  depart  early  on  ths 
following  morning.  He  requested,  however,  a  rein- 
forcement of  2,000  meu  to  transport  his  ba^oge 
and  artillery.  To  this  the  caciques,  no  doubt  thinking 
it  woidd  further  their  own  ends,  gave  a  ready  assent, 
and  departed.  The  wily  Spaniaid  then  sent  for 
Montezuma's  ambassadors,  and  related  to  tbem  his 
discovery  of  the  conspiracy,  adding  that  the  whole  jiliin 
had  been  imptUtd  to  Monteituma.  This  the  Mexicans 
denied,  and  aa  it  was  the  policy  of  Cortes  to  keep  oa 
good  terms  with  Montezuma,  he  uffected  credence  in 
their  denial ;  for  how  could  he,  he  said,  belicTe  that  a 
monarch  who  had  rendered  the  Spauiarda  so  many 
friendly  offices,  could  be  guilty  of  such  haaenessl  The 
ambassadors  then  left  his  presence,  pleased  that  th« 
leral  did  not  now  believe  in  their  masters  guilt. 
That  general,  however,  caused  a  very  strong  guard  to 
be  placed  over  these  worthies,  that  dui'ing  the  night 
they  might  hold  no  intei'course  with  the  Chohilana. 
What  hours  of  suspense,  of  terrible  anxiety,  must 

I  the  Spaniards  have   passed;  sentinels  were  doubled; 

I  heavy  guns  po.'ited  uo  as  to  command  the  approachoa  to 
the  camp;  every  man  lay  down  in  his  arms;  every 
horse  stood  saddled  and  bridled,  ready  for  instant 
action.  But  during  the  night  no  hostilities  were 
attempted.  Of  the  morning,  the  dreadful  day  tliat 
Ibllowed,  let  the  simple  words  of  one  who  was  profifintr 
tell  the  tale. 

"  When  day  broke,"  says  Captain  Dia^  "the  hutiy 
of  the  chiefs,  priests,  and  people,  and  the  satisfaction 

wwhich  appeared  in  their  couuteoances,  were  as  great  u 
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if  tliey  alrcndy  bod  us  in  their  otgos.  They  broaght 
inaaj  more  of  thm'  wairiors  to  iittead  us,  inBomuob 
that  the  courts,  which  rcimiiin  to  this  day  as  a 
memoriAl  of  the  event,  large  as  they  were,  could  not 
contain  them.  We  ^-cre  all  prepared  for  what  was  to 
be  done.  The  soldiers,  armed  with  aword  and  buckler, 
wero  placed  at  the  gate  of  the  great  court,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  one  from  escaping,  and  our  general  was  on 
horseback,  attended  by  a  atrong  guard.  When  ha 
saw  how  the  people  erowded  in  he  exclaimed, — '  How 
anxious  ore  these  traitors  to  feast  upon  our  fleah !  But 
Ood  wilt  disappoint  them.'  He  then  sent  directions 
to  the  two  piiests  who  had  given  information,  to  go 
immediat^^Iy  to  their  houses;  and  this  he  did  in  order 
to  save  their  lives.  Then  causing  the  rest  of  Ihe  priesta 
and  all  the  chiefs  to  be  brought  to  him,  he  calmly 
asked  them  what  was  their  reason  for  ]ilotting  to 
di'stroy  QB,  and  what  we  had  done  more  than  reqnire 
them  to  abandon  their  abominable  customs,  and  endea- 
vour to  instract  them  in  the  articles  of  our  boly  faith ; 
and  that  for  these  reasons  only  they  had  made  pro- 
pamtions  to  cut  u*  all  off;  that  their  evil  inten- 
tions appeared  by  tUeir  having  withdrawn  the  women 
from  the  town ;  and  that  when  we  requireil  the  provi- 
sions which  they  withheld  from  us,  they  had  insulted 
us  by  sending  in  wood  and  water.  He  suid  that  he 
knew  of  the  ambuscade  that  was  placed  on  the  road 
icy  expected  us  to  go ;  and  that  the  recompense 
ley  intended  for  our  holy  and  friendly  services 
(ill  und  eat  us,  fur  which  purpose  Uic  pota  mere 
W^lfb^aiiy  hailing,  and  jirepared  with  toll,  pepper,  and 
PfpfMoliw;   that  if  they  wero  detervaiiieii  ^a  uNNa,^  ^a. 
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it  was  better  to  do  it  in  a  manly  way,  as  tte  Tlaac^ 
lans  did  He  added,  that  lie  also  knew  that  twenty 
of  us  were  to  be  sacrificed  to  their  idola,  to  wltom 
they  had  made  a  propitiatory  offering  of  Beven  of  their 
brethren;  but  tte  victory  the  idola  had  promised  them 
it  waa  not  in  their  power  to  give,  and  the  eSecte  of 
their  treason  were  now  ready  to  &U  on  their  own 
headib 

"Thia  being  aucceaaively  explained  to  the  natives  by 
Doita  Marina,  they  confessed  tlie  whole  of  the  charge 
but  Bnid  that  it  was  planned  entirely  by  the  oi-ders  of 
Montertima.  Cortes  replied  that  such  crimes  wera 
never  Buffered  to  pass  without  punishment,  and  he 
then  commanded  a  musket  to  be  iired  as  the  signal  for 
slanghter,  which  was  waited  for  by  ua,  who  were,  as  I 
have  related,  well  prepared,  and  falling  upon  th« 
multitude  then  iiicloaed  within  the  courts,  we  executed 
their  punishment  on  them  in  a  mnnner  that  tfaey  will 
ever  remember;  for  a  number  uf  them  were  killed  by 
ns  instantly,  and  many  afterwards  burned  alive,  verj 
contrary  to  the  expectations  they  had  formed  from  the 
I  promises  of  their  goda  Within  two  hours  our  allien 
the  TlascaJans,  arrived,  and  made  a  des[>erate  slaughter 
I  of  them  in  the  streets,  and  as  Eoon  as  the  Cholulana 
I  bad  ceased  to  make  resistance,  the  former  ravaged  ths 
',  plundering  and  making  slaves  without  our  having 
n  our  power  to  prevent  them ;  and  on  the  day  ofterj 
when  the  intelligence  bad  reached  Tluscala,  freab 
hordes  crowded  hither  for  the  same  purpose.  It  vaa 
now  absolutely  necessary  to  restrain  them  at  all  risks, 
Cortes  therefore  ordered  the  chiefs  to  withdraw  th^ 
I  troopg,  which  they  uame6^\«^s  did,  and  soon  after, 


HASBACRE  OF  THE  CHOLLXAXS. 


•T  other  I 
.ra1>een  I 
nuested         * 


i  pripRts  and  chieftainn,  who  presided  over 
rjwrts  of  the  towa.  which  tlicy  alleged  not  to  have 
engaged  ia  the  conspiracy,  waited  on  os  and  requested 
a  reDiiasion  of  punishment.  The  two  priests  funmerly 
mentioned,  and  the  old  woman  who  was  so  anxious  to 
e  the  mother-in-law  of  Dona  Marina,  came  also,  and 
Btitioued  to  the  same  effect.  Cortes  appeared  greatly 
iged,  and  calling  for  the  Mexican  ambassadora, 
Klared  iu  their  presence,  that  if  he  did  not  destroy  the 
bhole  city,  aa  it  deaerveil,  it  was  out  of  resjject  to  the 
nt  Montezuma,  whose  vaasaltt  the  inhabitants  were; 
Int  that  for  his  sake  ho  pardoned  thetn.  He  then 
commanded  the  Tlascaluns  to  deliver  up  those  whom 
they  had  made  prisoners.     This,  howevei'  nnwillingly, 

itfaej-  in  a  great  me&aure  complied  with,  many  persona 
Ung  set  at  liberty;  but  after  all,  they  retained  a  good 
sooty  of  gold,  mantles,  cotton,  salt,  and  slaves." 
f  Thut,  in  that  terrible  day,  C.OOO  Cholulans  were 
Vntchered  by  the  Chrutian  soldiers.  To  tbo  pre-sent 
lime  it  remains  a  foul  blot  on  the  fame  of  Cortea 
Aa  a  matter  nf  policy,  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  served 
the  purposes  of  the  8[>aniBh  general ;  for  it  struck  terror 
into  the  heart  of  eveiy  man,  woman,  and  child  through- 
out AnahuAc  But  for  the  purposes  of  Juatice,  and  aa 
an  example  of  the  [nuiishment  the  SpauiardB  would 
deal  out  to  all  others  who  might  contemplate  similar 
treachery,  the  execution  of  the  chiefs  who  planned 
the  conspiracy,  and  who  held  the  power  of  life  and 
death  over  their  people  (the  latter  dared  not  but  obey) 
would  sorely  have  been  sufficient 

After    this    indiscriminate    slaughter,    the  general 
1  the  city  to  he  cleansed  ol  \ta  \xa.'f>m^<^ 
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temples  to  be  purified,  altars  and  crosses  erected,  ths 
a^es  ia  which  captives  were  being  fattened  for 
sacnfice  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  poor  creatures  liber* 
Bted.  While  thus  occupied,  another  embassy  arriTed 
from  the  almoHt  distraught  Montezuma,  bringiug  a 
valuable  present  of  gold  and  dresses,  and  chai'ged 
to  disavow  any  complicity  in  the  late  conspb-ocy: 
nay,  the  cowardly  prince  even  commended  the  general 
for  the  punishment  he  had  Jualt  out  to  the  Cholulana, 
"Cortes,"  says  the  chronicle,  "received  these  ambas- 
sadors  with  his  usual  courteny,  and  retaiuiiig  three  of 
them  to  go  with  him  as  guides,  sent  the  others  back  to 
inform  Montezuma  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  v'uat 
the  capital."  The  gallant  Tlascalans  again  endea- 
voured to  persuade  the  general  not  to  trust  himself 
amongthe  treacherous  Mexicans;  but  fiudiiigit  in  Tain, 
they  offered  him  a  contingent  of  10,000  warriora, 
2,000  only  of  whom  he  accepted.  As  for  the  Cem- 
^)oallun8,  who  had  been  so  faithful,  they  begged  pep- 
mission  to  return  to  their  own  country;  for  haviog; 
offended  their  emperor  beyond  all  hope  of  pardoi^ 
they  dared  not  approach  the  capital.  This  loss  Cortos 
greatly  regretted ;  but  as  the  request  seemed  reason-: 
able,  he  granted  it,  and  gave  them  also  a  letter 
recommendation  to  his  lieutenant,  Juan  de  S^calaiitflk,' 
Governor  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  army  now  set  out  for  the  golden  dty.  On  thai 
march  the  chiefs  of  sevei'nl  towns  and  villages  came  t4 
Cortes,  bringing  pi-esents  and  offering  homage  wamii^ 
him  to  bewai-e  of  tliu  treachery  of  the  Mexicans, 
party  even  saved  him  trum  falling  into  an  ambi 
that  had  been  prepared  for  him.     As  they  passed 
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s  of  the  Popocatepetl,  n  volcano  which  rises  to  the 
keiglit  of  17,852  feet  above  the  level  of  the  «e«,  Ordu, 
«  of  the  CBvnliera,  led  a,  party  to  the  Bummit — a  feat 
Qie  DAtives  declared  no  man  could  acconipluh  and  liva 
Q  he  not  only  came  do-wn  ngain  alive,  hut  brought 
Bonie  huge  icicles,  the  Indians  looked  upon  the 
Spaniards  with  increased  awe,  as  men  to  whom  the 
most  terrific  and  wonderful  feats  were  as  mere  sports 
and  pastimes. 

Their  sufferiDgs  became  almost  intolerable  as  they 
approached  the  capital ;  for  the  icy  winds  which  swept 
down  the  mountains  bronght  with  them  a  tempest  of 
alcet  and  snow.    Still  they  kept  on  their  courae  uncom- 
plainingly, until,  about  eight  leagues   from   Cholula, 
.  entering  a  gorge  between   two  mountains,  they  saw 
Qint  which  promised  ample  compensation  for  &U  their 
11  and  eulferiog.     It  was  the  valley  of  Mexico,  which, 
Vwith  its  picturesque  view  of  water,  woodland,  its  cul- 
Ktivatcd  plains,  thriving  cities,  and  tihadowy  hills,  was 
E  ipruad  out  before  them.     The  effect  upon  the  Spaniards 
m  at,  the  first  sight  of  that  famous  valley  is  thus  admirably 
Bidescribcd  by  Presoott: — "  In  the  highly  rarefied  atmo- 
Ijfihore  of  these  upper  regiotu,  oven  remote  objects  have 
■  k  brilliancy  of  colouring  and  a  distinctness  of  outline 
W  which  seem  to  annihilate   distance.      Stretching  far 
l»way  at  their  feet  were    seeu    noble   fiii-esta   of   oak, 
I  ■ycamni'e,  aiid   cedar;    and   bcj'oiid,  yellow  fields  of 
I  naize  and   the    towering    maguey,  intermingled    with 
I  orchards  and  Uooniing  gardens;   tor  tlowi-rs,  in  such 
'  demand  for  their  religiuoa  feativnla,  were  even  more 
abundant  in  this  populous  valley  than  in  other  parte  of 
Anabuac.     In  the  centre  of  the  great  basin  were  beheld 
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tlie  lakes,  occupTing  tlien  a  much  larger  portion  of  its 
sarface  than  at  present;  their  borders  thickly  studded 
with  towns  and  hamlets,  and  in  the  midst,  like  some 
Indian  empress  with  her  coronal  of  pearls,  the  fair 
city  of  Mf  xico,  with  her  white  towers  and  pyramidal 
temples,  reposing,  as  it  were,  on  the  bosom  of  the 
'  Traters,  the  far-famed  '  Venice  of  the  Azteca.'  High 
rose  the  royal  hill  of  Chapoltepec,  the  resi- 
'  the  Mexican  moonrehs,  crowneii  with  the 
same  grove  of  gigantic  cypi'esses  which  at  this  day  fling 
their  broad  shadows  over  the  land.  Id  the  distance, 
beyond  the  blue  waters  of  the  lake,  and  nearly  screened 
by  intervening  foliage,  was  seen  a  shining  speck,  the 
rival  capital  of  Tezcuco,  and,  still  farther  on,  the  dark 
belt  of  ]iorphyiy  girdling  the  valley  around,  like  a  rich 
setting  which  nature  had  devised  for  the  faii-est  of  her 
jewels." 

The  firet  feeling  among  these  toil-worn,  weather- 
beaten  veterans,  was  intense  admiration  and  delight  at 
beiog  ia  sight  of  the  longed-for,  "the  promised  land!" 
But  some  among  them  remembered  the  warning  td 
the  Tlascalans,  that  tliey  were  but  to  enter  into  that 
valley  as  cattle  to  the  shambles,  and  this  running 
through  the  ranks,  the  majority  clamoured  to  be  led 
back  to  Vera  Cruss,  considering  it  a  tempting  of  Pro- 
Tideuce  to  proceed.  But  Cortes  and  his  chief  oflicera 
flattered  their  vanity,  appealed  to  their  cupidity, 
shadowed  forth  to  them  the  disgrace,  if  not  the  fatal 
consequences  of  retreat,  aroused  their  avarice;  and,  as 
in  every  similar  instance,  succeeded ;  for  soon  the  most 
timid  among  them  caught  the  enthusiasm  of  their 
leader,  and,  to  the  delight  of  Oortea,  with  buoyank 
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8t«p,  began  the  march  down  the  elopes  of  the  mouii- 
taina. 

U|)on  rcachiog  the  plaio  tUey  were  met  by  another 
ernhnasy  from  Moiitezuroa.  These  men,  as  utmal, 
brought  mngnificent  gifts,  but  also  an  oflvr  from  tlie 
emperor  of  four  loads  of  gold  for  the  general,  one  to 
each  of  the  captains,  and  a  yearly  tribute  to  the  King 
of  Spain,  if  tbey  would  reXrain  from  coming  to  tb» 
capital 

The  reply  of  Cortes  may  be  imagined.  They  wen 
to  tell  their  master  that  it  would  be  treason  to  His 
own  Hovereign  to  return  home  without  ^isitiDg  the 
emperor ;  moreoyer,  that  a  personal  interview  would 
be  far  better  than  a  distant  negotiation;  and  hutly, 
that  Montezuma  would  find  the  Spaniardu  came  in 
peaco  \  but  should  their  presence  prove  buvdeneome,  it 
would  be  easy  for  them  to  relieve  him. 

Coming  to  Amaquemecan,  a  town  built  upon  pUes 
in  the  lake,  and  having  cfloals  instead  of  streets,  tbey 
were  made  welcome  by  the  cacique.  Notwithstandinj^ 
however,  this  apparent  hospitality,  Cortes  shot  to  death 
some  GlleeQ  or  twenty  individuals  whom  he  mistook 
for  spies.  At  this  place  he  was  visited  by  another 
embiuwy;  but  this  time  it  was  headed  by  Cacama,  the 
Eiug  of  Te^cHco,  a  nephew  of  the  emperor.  This 
prince,  who  was  attended  by  a  numerous  suite  of 
nobles,  was  borne  in  a  palanquin,  richly  decorated 
with  plates  of  gold  and  precious  atones,  having  pillars 
curioualy  wrought,  supporting  a  canopy  of  green 
plumes.  As  he  came  into  the  presence  of  Cortes,  he 
dcsct'Qded  from  the  [lahinqnin,  and  having  made  the 
Mexican  wlutation  to  peisoua  of  high  rank,  by  touch- 
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ing  the  earth  with  his  right  hand  and  then  raising  it 
to  his  head,  he  told  the  general,  who  cmlTaced  him, 
that  he  was  there  as  the  representative  of  Montezuma, 
to  bid  the  Spaniards  welcome  to  the  capital.  He  then 
presented  Cartes  with  three  large  pearls  of  uncororaon 
lustre,  when  the  latter,  in  retam,  threw  over  the  neclc 
of  the  prince  a  chain  of  cut  glass.  After  the  tnt«r- 
ohange  of  courtesies  Cacaina  withdrew,  leaving  the 
Spaniards  no  less  pleased  with  his  pereon  and  graceful 
manner  than  astonished  at  his  ttate,  which  exceeded 
anything  they  had  hitherto  seen  in  the  country. 

Following  in  the  rear  of  the  prince  and  his  snit«, 
the  Spaniards  set  out  for  Iztapalapan,  a  town  belong- 
ing to  Montezuma's  brother,  Cuitlahua;  from  whence, 
by  a  great  causeway,  Mexico  was  to  be*reached,  Dui^ 
ing  this  march  the  soldiers  seemed  to  lose,  in  tba 
beauties  that  suiTounded  them,  all  thought  of  pro- 
Hpective  danger  or  treacheiy.  The  road  was  lined  by 
multitudes  of  curious  people.  "  But  when  we  arrired 
at  the  causeway  of  Iirtapalapan,  which  leads  to  the 
capital,"  says  Diaz,  in  raptures, — "  when  we  beheld 
the  number  of  populous  towns  in  the  water,  and  firm 
ground,  and  that  broad  causeway,  running  straight 
and  level  to  the  city,  we  could  compare  it  to  nothing 
but  the  enchanted  scenes  we  had  read  of  in  Amadia  of 
Qaid,  from  the  great  towers  and  temples,  and  other 
edifices  of  lime  and  stone,  which  seemed  to  rise  out  of 
the  water.  To  many  of  as  it  appeared  as  if  we  were 
ia  a  dream.  Nor  need  it  be  wondered  that  I  so  ex- 
press myself;  for  never  yet  did  man  see,  hear,  or  dream 

anything  equal  to  the  spectacle  which  appeared  to 

r  eye  that  day." 


IZTAPALAP&N. 


In  the  city  of  IrtaiMilapan,  the  gardens  of  which  at 
that  time  exceeded  in  bcaiitj  and  arraDgemeot  any  to 
be  found  in  Europe,  the  Spaniards  were  I'Oceived  by 
many  princes  of  the  blood  of  Montezuma,  who  con- 
ducted them  to  their  lodgings,  which  were  in  immense 
ptflacea  built  of  stone  and  cedar,  with  spaciouB  courts 
■uid  apartments  fumiahed  with  canopies  of  the  fineat 
cotton.  The  blue  waters  of  the  lake  were  transparent, 
and  were  only  parted  from  the  great  lake  of  Mexico 
by  a  channel  suflicient  to  admit  the  lai'gest  boats;  and 
in  these  beautiful  waters  were  reflected  by  the  suu'a 
rays  the  glittering  edifices  of  Mexico. 

"  To  describe  Mexico,  the  Mexico  of  Cortea'  time," 
Arthur  Helps  tells  us,  "  one  ought  to  have  seen  all  the 
wondeis  of  the  world,  and  should  have  for  an  audience 
those  who  had  dwelt  iu  Venice  and  Constantinople,  who 
bad  looked  down  upon  Granada  from  the  Alhambra, 
and  who  had  studied  all  that  remains  to  be  seen  of  the 
bundrcd-gatod  Thebes,  of  Babylon,  and  of  NincTeh." 
And  he  is  right,  for  it  partook  of  all.  Like  Granada,  it 
was  surrounded  by  monntains.  Like  Venice,  it  waa 
built  upon  piles  and  adoi-ned  with  >*-ater.  Its  buildinga 
were  aa  grand  as  those  of  Babylon ;  and  it  was  as  rich 
with  gardens  as  Damascus.  Mexico  was  built  upon 
the  great  salt  lake  of  Tezcnco,  which  communicated 
with  C'halco,  a  fresh-water  lake.  Upon  both  were 
floating  gardens.  The  chief  approaches  were  three 
great  causeways,  comjKised  of  large  stones  well  laid  in 
cement,  and  wide  enough  thi-otighout  for  ten  horsemen 
to  ride  abreast.  At  tbo  end  of  these  causeways  were 
wooden  drawbridges,  and  when  these  were  drawn  up 
the  town  became  couverted  into  a  citadel.     There  was 
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I  also  B  large  aqticducl  wliicb  coroinmucat«d  witli  tba 
mainland,  coasistiiig  of  two  separate  diviiuanH,  so  that 
the  water  supply  of  the  city  miglit  not  he  inten'nptL-d 
if  eitlier  needed  rppuir.  Some  of  tlie  streets  were  of 
dry  laud,  others  of  water,,  and  a  few  had  pathways  of 
pavemcDt,  with  room  La  the  centre  for  boats.  The 
palaces  were  magnificent  and  of  great  estent  Mentioa 
is  made  of  one  being  so  large  that  it  contained  a 
m  which  would  conveniently  hold  3,000  persona, 
and  its  flat  roof  would  bave   served  for  a  splendid 

I  tournament.  Its  market  place,  which  was  bandsoiucly 
built  and  surrounded  with  atone  porticos,  was  so  vast 
that  there  was  I'oom  for  50,000  persona  to  buy  aiid 
sell  at  one  time. 
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It  was  on  the  8th  of  November,  1519,  that  Cort«8  and 
his  pai-tjr  passed  ajoug  the  great  causeway  iato  the 
imperial  city.  The  road,  tbe  lakes,  the  towers,  temple^ 
and  houses  were  crowded  with  people  n.sMmbli.'d  to 
gaze  upon  the  wonderful  wfiite  ikeila,  and  still  more 
wonderful  quadiii])eda,  of  which  they  had  heard  such 
terrible  atoriea  "  We,"  says  Diaz,  "were  occupied 
hy  Tprj  different  thoughts.  Our  number  (Spaniard*) 
did  not  amonnt  to  four  hundred  and  fifty.  We  Itad 
perfectly  in  our  recollection  the  acoounta  wo  had  re- 
ceived on  our  march,  that  we  were  to  he  put  to  death 
on  our  arrival  iu  the  city,  which  wo  now  saw  licforo  us 
was  approachable  only  by  causeways,  whereon  were 
eeveial  bridges,  the  breaking  of  one  of  which  would 
effectually  cut  off  our  retreat.  And  now,"  he  addai 
with  a  jiardonable  boasting,  "let  who  can,  tell  me 
where  are  men  in  this  world  to  be  found,  escept  oui^ 
selves,  who  have  hazarded  such  an  attempt."  Truly 
this  brave  little  band  had  some  cause  to  quake  aa  they 
(laased  on;  for  they  were  throwing  thctoselvca  upon  tho 
hospitality  of  ft  warlike  population  of  at  least  three 
hundred  thousand,  whose  aupreme  head  would  gladly 
have  given  one-half  his  om|idiB  to  have  sucrificud  them 


I  to  hia  goils,  and  the  btuve  princes  who  surrcninded  his 
I  throne  wotild  have  effected  thia  at  his  slightest  intiinar 
tion.     But  the  superstitious  feai^  of  the  weak  sove- 
reign wore  to  bo  the  ruin  of  himself  and  his  empire, 
and  the  salvation  of  the  Spanlnrds. 

As  the  Europeans  and  their  Tlaaealun  allies  ap- 
proached  the  great   street,  which  passed  througli  thv 
heart  of  the  city,  the  glittering  retinue  of  the  Euipcror 
I  of  Mesico  burst  upon  their  sight     The  royal  palad- 
F-quin  was  one  blaze  of  burnished  gold,  sunnonnted  by 
ft&  canopy  of  green  ftather^  powdi^red  with  jewels,  and 
fringed  with  silver,     It'WU  carried  by  noblemen  who, 
barefooted  and  with  downcaat  eyes,  walked  at  a  slow, 
nienBiired  pace.     As  the  procession  approached  nearer, 
the  army  halted,  and   the    general   respectfully   dia- 
mounted.       Moutezuma   then    alighted,   supported    by 
hia   brother,   nephew,   and  two  other  great  printrea. 
The  ground  was  strewn  with  tapestry  thsit  his  imperial 
&et  might  not  touch  the  ground;  and  tho  people  of 
every  rank,  from  artisan  to  prince,  who  lined  the  sides 
^Af  the  causeway,  either  prostrated  themselves  or  cast 
fttrir  eyes  upon  the  ground,  as  it  would  have  beea 
uisidered  profanity  to  gaze  upon  the  imperial  person, 
as  the  alaviflh  adulation  of  the  Mexicans  bs 
their  sovereign. 

Like  his  palanquin  and  the  attire  of  hia  cbief 
attendants,  his  dress  was  of  barbaric  magnificcace.  He 
wore  a  square  cloak  and  girdle,  sprinkled  with  pearls, 
emeralds,  and  other  precious  stones,  richly  embroidered 
sandals,  with  golden  solos,  the  leathern  thongs  of  which 
,  vere  embossed  with  the  same  metal  and  studded  with 
■i  jewels.    Upon  his  head  iw  wore  an  omameut  of  gtwen 
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(the  rojal  colour)  feather  plumes.  At  that  time  Mon- 
tezuma waa  about  forty  ycara  of  agp,  tall,  thin,  hlock 
hair,  and  &  complexion  somewhat  lighter  than  the  rest 
of  his  copper-colon  red  race. 

The  Mexican  sovereign  bade  the  Spanish  general 
welcome  to  his  capital.  Cort«3  replied  with  the  most 
profound  expression  of  respect,  and  many  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  magutliccnt  presents  he  had  received  on 
his  road  to  Mexico.  He  then  placed  aronnd  the  neck 
of  Montezuma  a  chain  of  coloured  crystal,  and  attempted 
to  embrace  him.  But  this  action  was  prevented  by 
the  Aztec  princes,  who  were  greatly  horrified  at  the 
oacred  peiBon  of  tlieir  roaatot  being  thua  profaned 
The  Mexican  monarch  having  then  oi-dorod  Im  brother 
to  conduct  Cortes  and  his  troops  to  the  quarters  pre- 
piu-cd  for  them,  withdrew.  This  was,  however,  only 
to  show  additional  respect  to  the  Spanish  chief;  for  as 
the  army  approached  the  great  jwiluce  which  was  to  he 
their  barracks,  he  was  in  the  court-yard  awaiting  them. 

This  building,  which  was  of  immense  size,  had  been 
the  palace  of  Montezuma's  fitther,  Azsyacatl.  As  the 
general  entered  the  court-yard  the  empeiur  approached 
him,  and,  throwing  a  gorgeous  golden  chain  around  hia 
neck,  said,  "  This  paluce  belongs  to  you,  Moliache,  and 
your  brethren.  Repose  yourselves  after  your  fatigues, 
for  you  need  it,  and  I  will  visit  you  again."  So  say- 
ing, with  a  delicacy  scarcely  to  be  cx|iected  in  a  bai^ 
buriun,  lie  withdrew  with  his  suite. 

The  S[HxniardH  hud  hpcn  I'eceived  like  beloveil  friends, 
or  at  least  aa  the  ambasaadora  of  an  allied  and  friendly 
eovcreign,  the  character  they  assumed,  rather  than  that  of 
rutlikaa  iovadora     Cortes,  howBTer,  did  not  forget  thg 
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■warnings  lio  had  received.  No  sooner,  therefore,  kdd 
tbe  Mexican  monarch  quitted  the  [xilace  than  he  mada 
a  survey  of  the  immense  pile,  and  took  the  aame  pre- 
caiitiona  as  if  ho  expected  a  siege.  The  place  was 
suiTotinded  by  a  stone  wall  of  considerable  thickness, 
with  towers  or  heavy  buttresses  at  intervals.  Tliere 
could  be  no  better  means  of  defence.  He  planted  his 
cannon  so  as  to  commund  the  appi-oachea,  stationed 
sentinels  along  the  works,  and  enforced  in  every 
respect  as  strict  a  discipline  as  had  been  observed  in 
any  part  of  the  maivh.  Then,  to  avoid  all  pos^bls 
collision  between  the  soldiers  and  the  people  of  the 
city,  he  forbade  the  former,  under  pain  of  death,  to  quit 
his  quarters  without  permission.  Only  when  lie  had 
thus  provided  for  the  general  safety  did  lie  permit  hia 
followers  to  partake  of  a  collation  which  had  been 
ordered  for  them  by  the  Mexican  monarch. 

One  c:tn  almost  imagine  that  the  courteous  Monte- 
Euma  had  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  mintitest 
home  customs  of  his  guests;  for  it  was  not  until  they 
had  had  time  sufficient  for  the  enjoyment  of  tJieir 
destaa  after  dinner  that  he  renewed  his  visit,  when  be 
vas  received  by  the  general  with  great  deference  and 
respect 

Taking  Cortes  by  the  hand,  and  leading  him  to  ■ 
seat,  the  Mexican  monarch  complimented  kirn  and  hia 
associates  upon  their  bmvery,  telling  the  general  that 
he  had  heard  of  their  doings  since  their  lauding,  and 
■was  wilting  to  confer  all  the  favour  in  hia  power  upon 
BO  distioguiahed  a  man.  He  further  desired  to  know 
[  aU  abont  the  country  and  government  of  the  Spaniarda, 

he  Iiad  no  doubt  "Coi-i  'Ca.f^  -Mec^  X-Va  mea  mentioned 


in  the  ancient  prophecy,  who,  coming  from  where  the 
Buu  rises,  were  to  goveni  over  his  doraiiiionH,  More- 
over, he  deaii-cU  to  be  tolJ  the  difierence  in  rank 
between  his  vial  tore,  and  whether  they  were  the 
kinsmen  of  the  king  of  Spain.  To  which  the  general 
cautiously  replied  that  neither  he  nor  his  men  could 
ever  reijujte  the  great  favour  they  liad  already  re- 
ceiwd  from  him ;  that  the  Spaniards  certainly  were 
the  men  to  whom  the  ancient  prophecy  referred,  and 
were  the  vussala  of  a  {lutciit  mutiarch  named  Don 
Curios  wi>o  had  many  and  great  princes  subject  to 
him ;  nnd  who,  having  heard  of  the  fame  and  great- 
ness of  Montezuma,  had  sent  biui  to  request  in  hia 
name  that  tlie  Astec  emperor  would  embrace  the  holy 
Christian  faith,  hy  doing  which  he  would  save  hia 
on'n  Houl  and  those  of  his  family  and  subjects.  Ab  for 
the  particnlai-a  of  the  {aith,  it  aliootd  be  explained  to 
his  majesty  hercaAer, 

This  convereation  being  concluded,  Montezuma  made 
the  following  preeenta: — To  Cortes  a  quantity  of 
goldvn  nmamentaj  to  each  of  the  captains  many  similar 
valuables  and  three  load*  of  mantles;  and  to  the  soldiers 
cotton  dresses  sufficient  to  supply  every  man  (including 
even  the  allies)  with  a  suit  each.  Then,  giving  the 
genurHtan  invitation  to  "risit  him  the  nest  morning,  the 
emperor  withdrew ;  and  Cortea,  nominnJiy  to  celi-brate 
their  arrival  in  the  city,  but  really  to  confirm  the 
natives  in  (heir  notion  that  the  Spaniards  were  super- 
natural beings,  commanded  a  salvo  of  artillery  to  be 
tired.  It  had  the  deared  effect;  for  as  the  thunder  of 
the  cannon,  which  shook  the  bousee  to  their  fouitda- 
tiona,  fell  upon  their  ears,  and  iiix^  t»:v  '^«  fN^"^ 
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vapours  rise  above  the  encampment,  the  hearts  of  th4 

BHperatitioBs  natives  became  filled  with  dismay. 

The  morning  after  liis  arrival  in  the  city,  Corteq 
accompanied  by  four  of  his  principal  officers,  proceeded 
to  the  imporial  palace,  an  ediGce  "  eo  spacious,"  Ba,yt 
one  of  the  conquerors,  "  that  although  on  several 
occasions  I  visited  this  building  for  the  express  pur- 
pose, each  time  I  was  so  fatigued  by  wandering  tbrou^ 
the  apartments,  that  I  gave  up  in  despair  the  attempt 
to  ti-averse  the  whole." 

Wlien  the  Spaniards  entered  the  magnificent  hall  a| 
audience,  Montezuma  arose  and  came  lialf-way  to  raeerf 
Cortes,  whom  he  took  by  the  hand,  and  led  to  ■ 
scat  upon  tbe  right  of  his  throne.  The  general  then, 
through  Doila  Marina,  began  a  long  and  eloquent 
hamngue,  during  which  ho  exjiounded  the  mysteriai 
of  the  Christinn  faith,  explained  the  meaning  of  th< 
cross,  told  of  Adam  and  Eve  and  the  creation,  finishiiq 
by  a  tirade  against  the  Mexican  gods,  whom  he  declaiei 
to  be  devils,  and  that  he  had  been  sent  by  his  kiiU 
to  destroy  them. 

Montezuma,  who  bad  listened  atl<'ntively,  replied,-— 
"  My  Lord  Malinche,  I  have  already  heard,  throu^ 
my  ambassadors,  of  those  things  which  you  now  men 
tioa,  and  to  which  hitherto  we  have  nutde  no  replv 
because  we  have  from  the  first  worshipped  the  gotb 
we  now  do,  and  consider  them  as  just  and  good.  So| 
no  doubt,  are  yours.  In  regard  to  the  ci-eation  of  tbl 
world,  our  beliefs  are  the  same,  and  we  also  believe  yoi 
to  be  the  people  who  were  to  come  to  us  from  vrheV 
tbe  sun  rises.  To  your  great  king  I  am  iudehted 
There  have  been  already  persona  on  our  coasts  froij 
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r  countrj'.     I  wish  to  know  if  you  are  all  the  eamo 

When   Cortea  replied  that  the  people   of 

5  spoke  were  subjects  of  the  same  prince, 

fontMuraa,  with  more  of  courtesy  than  truth,  siud, 

I  the  time  he  heard  of  their  arrival  he  had 
u  see  theui,   and    if  they  had  been  refused 

B  into  any  of  his  cities  it  was  the  fault  of  his 

iple,  who  did  not  believe  them  to  be  nsii,  but  furiona 

tales,  canyiDg  with    them  thunder  and   lightning; 

r  that  be  hud  seen  them,  be  would  give  them 

f  proof  of  his  friendship  and  gooJ-wilL      Then, 

a  gooO -humoured  smile,  ho  added,  "  Molinobe,  the 

^lans,  your  new  friends,  have,  I  know,  told  you 

II  like  a  god,  and  that  all  about  me  is  gold,  and 
(diver,  and  precious  stones;  but  you  now  see  that  1  am 
mere  flesh  and  blood,  »nd  Uiat  my  houses  are  built  like 
other  houses,  of  lime,  and  stone,  and  timber.      It  is 

I  true  that  I  am  a  great  king,  and  inherit  riches  from 
SQT  ancestors;  but  for  these  ridicidou8  fulsehoods,  you 
tnat  them  with  the  same  contempt  that  I  do  the 
■koricfl  1  was  told  of  your  oammandiog  the  elements." 
"  No  reliance  can  be  placed  npon  the  reports  of 
toemies,"  replied  Cortes. 
As  he  spoke,  Monteznma  gave  a  sign  to  one  of 
his  nobles,  and  almost  instantaneonsly  serernl  slavea 
entered  the  hall,  bearing  chains,  collars,  and  other 
omnTnents  of  gold ;  also  a  quantity  of  fine  stnflfs  for 
mantles.  Theae  he  divided  among  the  Sjianiards; 
"  whereupon,  as  it  was  the  royal  dinner  hoar,"  mya 
Diax,  "  we  retired,  impresied  with  respect  for  the 
grmt  MunU-zuRia,  from  his  friendly  manners  and 
liberality." 
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About  four  days  after,  under  the  pretence  of  curiosity, 
but  reatly  that  he  tiiight  exaniine  the  armaments  ani 
defences  of  the  Aztec  capital,  Cortes  asked  permissioi 
to  view  the  sights  of  the  city.  Ever  reidy  to  plea 
his  visitors,  Monteziimn  granted  the  request;  ba< 
fearing  itome  insult  might  be  offered  Ui  his  gods,  ) 
took  upon  himself  the  office  of  cicerone.  Both  cliie 
went  in  great  Btttt«, — Cortes  at  the  head  of  his  cavaliy, 
followed  by  the  greater  part  of  his  countn'men ;  thi 
Aztec  sovereign  borne  in  a  magnificent  litter,  carrying 
a  waud  of  atnte.  The  Spaniards  were  astonished  t 
the  many  proofs  of  civihmtion  which  met  them  ( 
every  step;  the  size  of  the  houses,  the  markets,  and 
manufactories,  the  vast  crowds  of  people,  and  the  ordei 
by  which  all  seemed  gravemed.  But  the  great  sight 
was  the  chief  ieoc(t//i  or  temple.  Montezuma  was  can'i 
up  the  hundred  and  fourteen  steps  which  led  to  ( 
summit,  by  his  nobles,  who,  out  of  respect,  offered  4 
'  similar  service  to  Cortes.  This  courtesy,  hovevei 
the  Spanish  general  declined,  preferring  to  march  i 
at  the  head  of  his  men.  On  reaching  the  top,  the  Snj 
object  that  ari'ested  their  attention  was  a  lai^  bio* 
of  jasper,  the  shape  of  which,  and  the  blood,  allowed  i| 
to  be  the  sacrificial  stj^ne.  Montezuma,  attended  tn 
the  high  priest,  came  forward  to  meet  Cortes,  Bayiaj 
"Ton  are  weary,  Malinche,  with  climbing  to  the  top  o 
our  great  temple." — "  The  Spaniards  are  never  wearied^ 
replied  Oortes,  thinking  by  such  an  answer  to  impi 
apoQ  the  Mexicans  that  his  countrymen,  if  not  teulei 
were  more  than  mortals,  Montezuma  then  taking  tfal 
^ncral  by  the  band,  pointed  out  to  him  the  differ 
parts  of  the  city.    "  Enwa  "iim  "^aKft"  sa^a  Diiu,  "  n 


o  itruck  with  the  ntimbera  of  canoes  pBssing  to  »■ 
mainland,  loaded  with  provtRions  and  i 
chandisG ;  and  we  could  now  perceive  that  in  tbia  great 
city,  and  all  the  othen  of  that  neigbbourboo*]  whiob 
were  built  in  the  water,  the  houses  stood  Hcjiarate  from 
each  other,  communicating  only  by  small  drawbridges 
and  by  boats,  and  that  they  were  built  with  terraced 
tops.  We  observed,  also,  the  temples  and  adorations  of 
the  a^ljoceot  cities,  built  in  the  form  of  towers  and 
fortresses,  and  others  on  the  causeway,  all  whitewashed 
and  wonderfully  brilliant.  The  noise  and  bustle  of 
the  niarkel-place  below  us  could  be  heard  almost  a 
leagne  off,  and  those  who  had  been  at  Rome  and 
Constantinople  said,  that  for  convenience,  r^nlarity, 
and  population,  they  had  never  tieen  the  like.  Cortes 
now  proposed  to  Father  Olmedo  to  apply  to  Montezuma 
for  permission  to  construct  our  church  here,  to  which 
the  fatJicr  for  the  present  objected,  thinking  it  ill-timed. 
Cortes  then  addreseing  himself  to  Montezuma,  requested 
that  he  would  ihow  lu  hiit  gnds.  Montomma,  having 
first  consulted  his  priests,  led  us  into  a  tower  where 
was  a  kind  of  saloon.  Here  were  two  altars,  with  richly 
wrought  timbers  on  the  roof,  and  over  them  gigantic 
figures  resembling  very  fat  men.  The  one  on  tlie  right 
was  Huitiilojiochtli,  their  war  god,  with  a  great  ince 
and  terrible  eyes.  This  figure  was  entirely  covei-ed 
with  prtsdous  metals  and  stones,  and  his  body  bound 
witli  golden  serpents;  in  Lis  right  hand  he  held  a 
bow,  and  in  his  l«Ft  a  bundle  of  arrows.  Tlie  little 
idol  which  stood  by  him  tepresented  his  page,  and 
bore  a  laiice  and  target  ricUy  ornamented  witb  gold 
and  jewels.  The  great  idol  had  To\»a4  \Qa  uftOs.  "Ou* 
IS  of  humaD  iteads  aud  hearia,  tnsAa  ^  f»x»  i 
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and  silver,  decorated  with  precious  stouea  of  k  hltii 
colour.     Before  the  idol  was  a  pan  of  iacenae,  witt 
three    hearts  of    Imman    victinia,   whicli   were    thflnl 
burning,  mixed  with  copal.     The  whole  of  that  apart*  ', 
ment,  both  walls  and  floor,  was  stained  with  humSB.) 
blood  in  each  quantities  aa  to  give  a  vety  ofienaiT 
smell      On  the  left  wax  the  other  great  figure,  wi^ 
a  countfinance  like  a  bca.r,  and  great  sliining  eyes  c 
the  polished  Bubstance  whereof  their  miirora 
The  body  of  this  idol  was  also  covered  with  jewel) 
These  two  deities,  it  was  said,  were  brothera:  the  a 
of  the  last  was  TczcatUpoca.  and  he  was  god  of  t 
infernal   regions.      He   presided,   according    to   thd 
notion,  over  the  souls  of  men.     His  body  was  c 
with  figures  representing   little  devUs,   vritH  tails  ( 
serpents;  and  the  walls  and  jiavementu  of  this  tem]^ 
were  so  besmeared  witb  blood,  that  they  Htimk  vi 
than  all  the  slaughter-hoiiseB  of  CastUe.     An  oScriii 
lay  before  him  of  five  human  hearts.     On  the  Bumn 
of  the  temple,  and  in  a,  recess,  the  timber  of  wbid 
was  most  highly  ornamented,  we  saw  a  figure, 
human  and  the  other  half   resembling  au   allig*toi 
inlaid  with  jewels,  and  partly  covered  with  a 
This  idol  was  said  to  contain  the  germ  and  origin  g 
all  created  things,  and  was  the  god  of  harvest  a 
fruits.      The  wall  and  altars  were  bcstained  like   I 
rest,  and  so  offensive  that  we  thought  we  never  coi 
get  out  soon  enough, 

"  In  this  place  they  had  a  drum  of  most  enormog 
size,  the  bead  of  which  was  made  of  the  skins  of  larg 
serpents.  This  instrument  when  struck  resounded  wi^ 
a  noise  that  could  be  lieard  to  the  distance  of  tn 
Jeagoda,  aod  so  doleful  tliat  it  deserved  to  be  u 
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the  muaic  of  the  infernal  regions;  and  with  their 
horrible  sounding  honu  and  trumpets,  their  great 
knives  for  8acri6ce,  their  humnn  victims,  and  their 
blood -besprinkled  altars,  I  dcvot«d  them  and  oil  their 
w)ck«dnces  to  Ood'ii  vengeance,  and  thought  that  the 
time  would  never  arrive  that  I  should  escajw  from  this 
scvtiD  of  hunmn  butchery,  horrible  amells,  and  raore 
detestable  Hlglitit." 

Notwithstanding  the  rebuke  of  Father  Olmedo, 
Cort«s  could  not  let  the  opportunity  pass  of  reviling 
these  hateful  deities.  "I  do  not  comprehend,"  said 
he  to  Montfzuroa,  "  how  a  great  and  wise  prince  like 
vou  oau  put  (iutb  in  such  evil  spirits  as  these  idols,  the 
representatives  of  the  devil  1  If  you  will  but  permit 
us  to  erect  here  the  true  crusa,  and  place  the  images  of 
tlie  blessed  Vii^n  and  her  Son  in  jroiir  sanctuaries, 
you  will  soon  see  how  your  false  gods  will  shrink  Iwfore 
themP  Tlie  emperor  was  aghast  at  such  jirofanity. 
"  These  are  the  gods,"  he  replied,  "  who  have  led  the 
Aztecs  on  to  victory  since  thfy  were  a  nation,  and  who 
send  the  seed-time  and  hanest  in  their  seasons.  Had 
I  thought  you  would  have  offered  them  tJiis  outrage. 
I  would  not  have  admitted  yoti  into  their  presence." 
Cortes  felt  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  further  re- 
monstrance ;  so,  apologizing  ia  Montezuma  for  tmviug 
wounded  his  feelings,  he  descended  to  the  bsse  of  the 
building.  How  must  these  poor  souls  have  longed 
now  for  the  hour  when  oonquoet  would  enable  them 
to  replace  the  foul  abominations  they  hero  witnessed 
by  the  doctrines  and  practices  of  Cliristianity !  Tliis, 
perhaps,  stneled  their  hearts  to  many  cruel  duejii,  but 
muHt  have  confirmed  them  in  their  belief  tliat  Heaven 
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bad  directed  their  footstepa  into  that  land  for  its 
gfttion :   it  should  be  told,  however,  in  the  simple 
guage  of  an  eye-witnesa.     It  was  in  the  great  aqi 
of  the  temple,  "  A  tower,  a  true  hell  or  habitation  fi» 
demonH,  with  a  mouth  resembling  tiiat  of  an  enormonrit 
monster,  wide  open,  and  ready,  as  it  were,  to  devont* 
those  who  entered.     At  the  door  stood  frightful  idols;] 
by  it  was  a  place  for  sacrifice;  and  within,  boilers  and'* 
pots  full  of  water  to  dress  the  fleshof  the  victims  whicb  I 
was  eaten  by  the  priests.     The  idols  were  like  serpentaj 
and  devils,  and  before  them  were  tables  and  knivea  fiiEJ 
sacrifice,  the  place  being  covewd  with  the  blood  whiol 
was  spilt  on  those  occasions.      The  fumitnre  w, 
that  of  a  butcher's  stall,  and  I  never  gave  thi 
building  any  name  except  that  of  hell.     Having 
this,  we  saw  great  piles  of  wood,  and  a  rcservoi 
water  supplied  by  a  pipe  from  the  greiit  aqueduct ;  i 
crossing  a  court,  we  came  to  another  temple,  whei 
were  the  tombs  of  the  Mexican  nobility;  it  was 
grimed  with    soot    and    blood.      Next   to  this    ■ 
auother,  full  of  skeletons  and  piles  of  bones,  k^ 
apart,  but  regularly  arranged.     In  each  temple  w«i 
idols,  and  each  had  also  ita  particular  priesia,  ' 
wore  long  vestments  of  black,  somewhat  between 
dress  of  the  Dominicans  and  our  canons;  thnir  li 
huir  was  clotted  together,  and  their  ears  lacerated 
honour  of  their  gods.' 

Notwithstanding  the  indignation  of  Montezuma 
the  insult  ofibred  to  his  gods,  he  readily  supplied 
and  materials  for  the  building  of  a  chapel  within 
precincts  of  the  Spaniards'  quarters.     During 
the  soldiers  observed  in  one  of  the  walls  of  the  palw 


FlitD  A  TKEAGUKIL  187 

what  appenred  to  be  a  door  plastereil  over,  Ab  11167 
knew  tlmt  the  building  had  been  the  residence  of  a 
former  emperor,  and  hud  heard  tlist  UoiiteEuma  kepi 
hia  treasui-ea  there,  forgetting  the  kind  hospitality  of 
their  royal  host,  and  with  less  of  scruple  than  one 
would  have  expected  from  Spanish  knights  and  gentle- 
men, thej  removed  the  plaster,  when  lol  they  beheld 
a  large  hall  filled  with  rich  and  beautiful  stuffs, 
articles  of  curious  workmanship  of  various  kinds,  gold 
and  silver  in  bat's  and  in  the  ot«,  and  maiiy  Jewels  of 
value.  It  was  the  private  treasury  of  Montesutna. 
"  I  was  then  a  young  man,"  says  Diaz,  "  and  i  thought 
if  all  the  riches  of  the  earth  had  been  brought  into  one 
place  tliey  could  not  have  amount<>d  to  bo  much."  This 
discovery  must  have  been  tantaliziug  to  the  greedy 
soldiers ;  for  Cortes,  feeUng  some  scruple  at  aiipropriat- 
ing  this  wealth,  ordered  his  followers  to  close  up  tha 
wall  and  conceal  their  knowledge  of  the  secret  until 
the  proper  time  should  offer. 

£y  undaunted  courage,  great  determination,  and 
seizing  every  opportunity  as  it  occurred,  Cortea  had  so 
far  succeeded  beyond  his  most  sanguine  eKpcctutiona 
For  not  only  had  be  fought  his  way  step  by  step  against 
immense  odds  until  he  had  reache<l  the  heart  of  the 
Aztec  empire,  but  he  had  been  received  with  all  the 
honour  due  to  a  prince,  the  ambassador  of  a  powerful 
sovereign,  the  only  chaiacter,  indeed,  iu  which  he  could 
have  pretended,  even  with  the  sligbest  show  of  justice, 
to  have  visited  the  court  of  Uontetuma.  But  now  waa 
the  most  difficult  point  of  his  whole  career.  His  am- 
bassadorship, as  we  have  aeon,  was  a  mere  pretext; 
therefore,  if  he  concluded  a  friendly  treaty,  however 
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I  wlvautAgeous,  with  the  Aztec  monaTch,  and  returned  to 

T  Spain  or  Cuba,  his  reward  would  be  in  all  probabill^ 

■  imprisonment  or  death.     For  traders,  neither 

is  men  were  adapted  ;  while  as  guests,  their  poai- 

j   tion  was  most  dangerous ;  for  although  they  had  bc«D 

0  kindly  treated  by  the  empei-or,  there  was  not  on« 

lan   amons;   them   who  did  not  know  that   the  most 

I   deadly  hatred  existed  in  the  hearts  of  the  chiefs  and 

people;  nay,  although  they  had  been  in  the  city  only  ' 

I   week,   rumours   had    reached  tlie  ears  of  Corte* 

I  that  the  Mexicans  intoniled   destroying  the  bridges. 

I  All  this  troubled  the  mind  of  the  general.    Day  by  day 

t  he  feared  to  hear  that  the  Governor  of  Cuba  had  landed 

I  A  force,  strong  enough,  perhnjjs,  to  wrest  from  hint  hia 

I  present  position,  and,  consiequently,  that  glorious  futnra 

I  upon  which  he  had  resolved.     Hence  arose  in  the  mind 

I  of  this  extraordinary  man  the  most  daring  and  im- 

F  pudent  scheme  that  ever  crossed  the  brain  of  mililaiy 

leader.     It  was,  for  him,  the  chief  of  a  paltry  force,  all 

I  of  whoro  were  within  a  fortified  and  densely  populated 

city,  the  capital  of  an  enipire,  to  march  to  the  palaca 

and  bring  Montezuma  to  their  quai-tera,  by  fair  mes 

if  they  could  persuade  him,  but  by  force  if  neceaaary 

"With  such  a  pledge,"  he  argued,  "they  would  bo 

L  safe  from  the  assault  of  the  Mexicans,  who  would  bs 

i  a&aid  by  acts  of  violence  to  compromise  the  safety  of 

sovereign.      If  he  came  by  his  own  conse-nt,  thfl 

I  people  would  be  deprived  of  all  apology  for  doing  t 

L  As  long  as  the  emperor  remained  among  them,  it  would 

I  be  easy,  by  allowing  him  a  show  of  sovereignty,  to  ml« 

I  in  his  name  until  they  had  taken  measures  for  securing 

I  'tticii'  safety,  and  the  success  of  their  enterprise." 
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TJpoQ  thu  audadons  suggestion  being  nuule  to  the 
council,  it  Bftms  that  it  wb«  not  afcepted  on  tlie  ia- 
itant;  for  Captain  Diai  says, — "ThiB  debat«  lasttd  a 
fidl  hour.  At  length  it  waa  agreed  to  adjonrn  till  the 
next  duy,  and  in  the  meantime  me  prat/eU  to  God  to 
guide  ii»  in  thii  dtffic^dly."  Tbe  reasou  of  this  heititatiau 
WHS  not  fear  of  the  danger  (for  never  in  this  world  wen) 
men  more  fearless),  but  a  pretext.  Tliis  was  not  long 
wanting,  for  the  day  after  the  counril,  a  TIa«;alan  came 
secretly  to  Cortes,  informing  him  that  a  battle  had 
taken  place  between  the  Spaniai-ds  of  Villa  Rica  and 
the  natives  of  a  neighbouring  town  called  Atmeria,  in 
which  Escalante,  the  goveruor,  and  six  of  his  men  had 
been  killed. 

This  was  sufficient  for  Cortea,  and  he  resolved  upon 
seinng  the  good-natnred  king  the  next  day.  Tliat 
night  he  alept  not,  for  he  was  heard  pacing  hit  apart- 
ment to  and  fro,  like  one  oppressed  by  thought,  and 
whose  brain  was  concocting  a  great  Bchenw.  The 
following  morning  he  asked  and  obtained  an  audience 
of  the  emperor.  He  went  accompanied  by  five  cava- 
liers, leaving  orders  that  men  should  be  posted  at  short 
distances  between  the  barracks  and  the  royal  residence, 
BO  that  communication  should  be  kept  up.  He  further 
commanded  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  m«n,  in  group* 
of  three  or  four  at  a  time,  to  uomu  to  the  pnlocn  n«  if 
by  accident  Tlie  whole  party  were  armed  from  haul 
to  foot — a  circumstance,  howevn',  that  attrauted  no 
especial  attention,  as  such  wtu  invariably  their  cuBt«m. 

The  general  and  hi»  five  oompanioos  were  gracioualy 
received  by  the  emperor,  who  entered  into  a  sportive 
convemtion  with  them,  made  them  presents  of  guld 
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and  jewels,  nay,  even  offered  to  give  Cortes  one  of  liii 
diiughterB  to  wife,  an  offer  politBly  refused  by  tba 
geucral,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  one  wife  already,  and 
that  hia  religion  forbade  plarality.  Then  observing 
that  by  degi'ees  a  sufficient  number  of  Us  soldiers  had 
sauntered  into  the  room,  he  changed  bis  manner,  and 
charged  the  emperor  with  having  treacherously  ordered 
the  attack  upon  his  soldie^ra  in  the  tierra  ealienU. 

This  charge  Montezuma  disnvowed,  and  taking  % 
signet-ring  from  his  finger,  gave  it  to  a.  noble,  with 
orders  at  once  to  bring  Quauhpopoca,  the  chief  of  ths 
Mexicans  who  had  attacked  the  Spaniards,  before  him, 
that  he  might  be  examined.  Cortes  affected  to  believs 
in  bis  innocence,  but  said,  it  was  important  that  hii 
own  sovereign  should  be  equally  convinced  of  iL 
Moreover,  he  had  heard  that  the  Aztec  nobles  were 
plotting  the  destruction  of  him  and  his  amy;  there- 
foi-e,  to  prevent  effusion  of  blood,  it  would  be  better  for 
Montezuma  to  accompany  him  and  his  officers  to  thdr' 
quiu-ters.  Again,  such  an  act  of  condescenmon.  would, 
show  a  regard  fur  the  Sjianiardii  incompatible  with  tJiB 
base  conduct  with  which  he  had  been  charged. 

One  can  well  imagine  the  monarch's  amasement — 
that  lie  became  psle  as  death ;  but  almost  immediatelT 
his  foee  flushed  with  I'esentment,  as  with  pride  and 
dignity  he  exclaimed, — "When  was  it  ever  heard  thai 
a  great  prince,  like  myself,  voluntarily  left  Ms  own 
palace  to  become  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  strangeTsI' 
"  Kay,  my  lord  king,"  answered  the  audacious  geiiet*li 
"you  will  not  go  as  a  prisoner;  you  will  meet  wili 
nothing  but  respectful  treatment  from  my  men;  jm 
will  be  surrounded  by  your  own  household.      In  ahor^ 
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it  will  be  bnt  a  change  from  ouc  paliice  to  dnotlier." 
"It  in  in  rtuii  you  demand  tbix,"  said  the  weak  piiuce^ 
even  if  I  were  tu  consent  to  siirh  a  degradation,  my 
Bubjecta  would  rise  up  against  you  and  prevent  it" 
He  then  prayed  Cortes  to  save  him  that  disgrace, 
ofleriug  to  give  the  S|>aiiiards  a  son  and  n  daughter  as 
bostagea. 

The  Spanish  general  either  wiui,  or  affected  to  be, 
nnwilling  to  jii-occcd  to  extremities.  Not  no,  however, 
Velasquez  de  Leon,  who,  feuriug  tlie  danger  of  delay, 
and  knowing  well  that  nothing  but  the  hudocbs  of 
their  attempt  could  prevent  their  ruin,  arose,  and  in 
a  loud  voice,  aoeumpaiiied  by  fierce,  mcQaciog  ges- 
tures, exelaimed, — "  Wliy,  air,  do  you  waste  worda  on 
this  barbnriauT  Let  him  yield  himself  our  priaoner, 
or  we  will  this  instant  pluDgo  our  sworda  in  Ida  body. 
Tell  him  this,  and  also,  that  if  he  says  a  word  he  diea. 
Better  for  us  to  assure  our  lives  now,  or  perish  at 
once.  The  barbaric  aoTereign,  alarmed  at  the  gestures 
and  tones  of  the  not  less  bftrbarous  Christian  soldier, 
tunied  to  the  interpreter,  Do&a  Marina,  to  aak  the 
meaning  of  hia  words.  As  mildly  na  she  could,  she 
explained  tlium,  and  implored  the  nionarch  to  accom- 
[luny  the  white  nien  to  tb^  quarters,  where  he  would 
be  treuted  witli  every  deferouce  and  rciijject,  whil^  upon 
the  odier  Iiaod  be  would  be  exiKiMid  tu  violence,  if  not 
ioatant  death. 

The  strong  reasons  and  gentle  tonus  of  his  country- 
woDi&n  prevailed,  and  the  groat  emperor,  who,  Imd  he 
poHsessed  the  spirit  of  Ida  anoeatora,  would  have  called 
his  guards  around  lam  and  have  died  sooucr  thau  hav« 
thus  diBgraced  bis  tbmue  and  people,  gut  into  bis  litter 
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■D(l  proceeded  to  Lis  prison.  Aa  the  procession  passed 
through  the  streets,  the  people,  who  had  heard  mmoiin 
that  their  prince  was  being  carried  away  by  force,  flocked 
around  by  thousands,  ready  and  willing  to  attempt  his 
rescue.  But  the  monarch  constuoinated  his  dishonour  by 
attempting  to  appease  them.  Ho  commanded  them  to 
disperse,  for  he  was  visiting  yrwrufe  of  his  owu  accord. 

"Thus,"  says  Diaz,  "was  the  seizure  of  the  great 
Monte.ziima  effected.  Hs  was  attended  wbile  'with 
UB  ia  the  same  manner  as  in  his  own  palace ;  his 
wives,  family,  and  office'rs  were  witli  him,  and  ha 
bathed  every  day.  He  appeared  calm  and  resigned, 
and  had  always  in  his  presence  twenty  counciUon 
or  chiefs.  Amliussadors  came  to  him  on  afiiiin  of 
importiince  from  distant  countiies,  either  to  deliver 
tribute  or  with  business  which  he  despatched.  I  recol- 
lect that,  however  great  the  prince  or  chief  might  bi^ 
before  he  entered  the  king's  presence  he  took  off  his 
rich  dress  and  put  on  a  plain  one  of  the  coane  mBnv^ 
Sicture  of  Nequin,  and  in  this  habit,  and  barefooted, 
approached  the  royal  apartments,  which  he  ent«red,  not 
directly,  but  making  a  circuit  by  the  wall;  and  having 
come,  with  his  eyes  cast  down  upon  the  ground,  into 
the  presence  of  the  king,  he  made  three  profound  bovs, 
and  addressed  him,  calling  him  'Lord,  my  lord,  great 
lord.'  He  then  displayed  before  him  a  cloth,  whereoa 
was  painted  and  represented  the  business  on  which  hs 
came,  the  particulars  of  which  he  pointed  out  to  him 
with  little  rods,  or  wands,  delicatejy  wrought  and 
polished.  Diuing  this  time,  two  old  lords  stood  1^ 
the  king,  and  oa  soon  as  tbey  had  attentively  considered'' 
all  the  particulars  they  gave  their  opiniona  upon  it  t»' 
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MontezuiDB,  who  deHputcheU  tlie  aAUir  with  a.  few  words. 
The  person  wlio  had  brought  it  then,  without  making 
any  reply,  withdrew  from  th«  Idog'B  presence,  making 
three  profound  bowa,  and  keeping  hja  face  towards  the 
throne  till  out  of  sight;  and  as  aoon  as  he  was  out  of 
the  royal  ai>artinentA,  he  put  on  his  rich  dress  and 
walked  about  the  city." 

For  a  time  the  jioor  kidnapped  Buvereign  may  liave 
flattered  himwlf  that  he  wan  more  of  a  guest  than  a 
prisoner,  for  the  grt'Htest  respect  and  deference  was 
paid  to  liim  by  the  army,  not  one  of  whom,  from  ths 
general  downwards,  ever  approached  him  without 
doffing  his  canque.  A  circniuBtance,  however,  speedily 
liappcncd,  that  must  have  giveu  him  painful  proof  of 
the  reality  of  his  position.  This  was  the  arrival  of 
QuauhjiojKtca,  his  son,  and  fifteen  minor  chieb,  who 
had  come  in  olxdience  to  the  command  of  their  sove- 
reign. They  were  eicamined  by  Cortes,  who  elicited 
that  their  atUick  uiH>n  EscaUiutc's  {wrty  had  lieen 
ordered  by  Mimti-iiiina;  whtTcupon  he  dir<>ct«d  them 
all  to  be  bumetl  olive  in  front  of  the  king's  apart- 
montK  The  fimeral  pilea  were  made  of  heaps  of 
ari-ows,  javi'liiiH,  and  other  weapons  drawn  trum  the 
im]>erial  arwnal — a  policy  adopted  by  tlie  general  in 
order  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  weapona,  in  case  of  an 
intended  war. 

While  the  execution  was  proceeding,  Cortes  entered 
tlie  em{>eror'ii  presence,  attended  by  a  soldier  bearing 
fetters  in  his  hands,  "  You,"  said  he,  "  are  ebiuged  by 
your  own  instruments  ait  having  been  the  caiiao  and 
contriver  of  the  attack  upon  my  soldiers.  It  is  a 
crime  meriting  death  in  a  subject,  but  even  a  sovunign 
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I  must  atone  for  it  by  some  punishmetit,"  So  aayin^ 
he  ordered  tbe  inau  to  fasten  the  fetters  on  thtf 
empefor's  anklea,  and  then  left  thu  room. 

Montezuma  was  paralzyed,  heart-liroken ;  he  offered' 
no  resistance,  but  gi-onned  in  speechless  agony.  His 
nobles,  bathed  in  tears,  endeavoured  to  soothe  his  spirit- 
They  tenderly  held  his  feet  in  their  iirma,  and  endeav- 
oui'ed,  by  inserting  their  shawls  and  mantles,  to  relievtt 
them  from  the  pressure  of  the  iron.  But  what  mortal 
power  could  hove  soothed  one  so  recently  hurled  from? 
his  high  place  to  so  lowly,  so  degraded  a  position  1 

Cortex  added  mockery  to  torture;  for  when  the  p 

nobles  had  suffered  their  dreadful  doom,  he  r  . 

the  royal  presence,  attended  by  his  five  captains,  wa4 
having  with  his  own  hands  removed  the  irons,  c 
pressed  lus  regret  that  so  disagreeable  a  duty  had  beeq 
imposed  upon  him,  as  subjecting  so  great  a  man  to 
degrading  a  puniahment  "  But  henceforth,"  aud  hBi 
"we  will  be  ns  brothers."  We  cannot  but  condenu 
Cortes  for  this  wanton  barbarity;  still,  it  i 
possible  to  sympathize  with  the  miseries  of  a  eoveroiga 
who  could,  like  a  craven,  apiritlesa  poltroon,  thank  b 
deli^'erer  for  freeing  him  from  these  sliacklea,  as  if  hB 
bad  received  a  great  and  unmerited  fevonr. 

Truly  the  events  related  in  this  chapter  are  som 
the  most  marvellous  in  history.  They  may  not  i 
now  be  excused;  still,  we  may  read  with  some  pleasun 
and  instniction  the  reflections  of  one  who  had  beefl 
an  actor  in  them  all.  It  is  Captain  Diiiz  who  saya  s 
this  stage  of  his  chronicles, — "  Now,  let  the  cuiiouB  coH" 
aider  upon  our  heroic  actions;  first,  in  destroying  o^^^ 
ships,  and  therewith  all  hope  of  retreut;  aecoadlr,  li 
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ontcring  the  city  of  Mexico  after  the  alarming  warn- 
ing that  we  had  received ;  thii-dly,  iu  daring  to  make 
prifuiner  the  great  Montcnima,  king  of  all  tliat  country, 
in  his  own  cajiital,  and  in  the  centre  of  his  own  pftlare, 
surrounded  by  his  numerous  guardu;  and  fourthly,  in 
publicly  burning  bis  officers  in  front  of  his  palace,  and 
putting  the  Icing  in  irons  during  the  execution.  Now 
tliat  I  am  old,  I  frequently  revolve  and  reflect  upon 
the  events  of  that  day,  which  appear  to  me  aa  fr«sh  aa 
if  they  had  Just  passed,  sncli  is  the  impression  they 
have  made  upon  my  mind.  I  say  that  it  was  not  we 
who  did  theae  things,  but  that  all  was  guided  by  Uie 
hand  of  Ood;  for  what  men  on  earth  would  otherwiae 
have  ventured,  their  nnmbers  not  amounting  to  450, 
to  have  seized  and  put  in  irons  a  mighty  monarch,  and 
publicly  burned  his  officers  for  obeying  hia  orders,  in 
a  city  larger  than  Tenice,  and  at  a  distance  of  1500 
leagues  from  their  native  country  ! '.  \" 

After  the  terrible  punishment  of  the  great  cacique, 
Quaulipopoca,  and  hia  followers,  the  Spanish  genei'al 
a[ipoiDt«d  Aloiizo  de  Orado  to  the  governorship  Icfit 
varant  by  the  death  of  Eecalantc  This  pent  was  one 
of  aingnlar  importance;  for  Veta  Cruz  was  the  only 
port  from  which  the  SjiaDiards  could  communicate 
with  8{iain,  or  which  olTered  them  a  reti-eat  in  the 
event  of  a  disaster.  De  Gtudo,  however,  proving  him- 
self unfitted  for  the  command,  and,  moreover,  in  the 
intereatB  of  the  Governor  of  Cuba,  Cortes  caused  him 
to  bo  arretted  and  aeut  in  chains  to  Mexico,  and 
appointed  in  hia  place  Ooocalo  de  Sandoval,  .^  young 
cavalier  of  great  military  capacity,  and  devoted  to  his 
general 
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The  Spanisli  general  had  now  supreme  control  over  tM 
head  of  the  Mexican  empire.  It  whs  hia  ctafty  poU^i 
however,  to  endeavour  to  prove  to  the  people,  if  not  b 
the  monarch  himself,  that  he  remained  in  the  SpRiudI 
quartera  iu  the  character  of  &  visitor,  and  of  his  g 
■will  and  desire.  Thua  Montezania  passed  his  days  i 
no  very  diSerent  manner  from  that  to  which  he  hid 
been  accustomed  in  liis  own  palace.  He  lived  and  « 
attended  in  the  same  state ;  he  received  his  nobloj 
and  people,  and  performed  all  the  functions  of  gi 
ment;  with  bia  good  friendi  the  Spaniards  be  seemed 
on  the  best  terms ;  the  general  wafl  as  his  broth«({ 
the  chief  captains  as  his  intimates  aud  conipanionaj 
while  a  day  seldom  pussMl  that  he  did  not  preseol 
some  valuable  gift  to  the  subaltern  officera  and  ]iriv& 
soliUei's,  every  one  of  whom  he  knew  and  could  addre 
by  name.  From  Cortea  he  begged  a  Spanish  pa^ 
whom  he  taught  the  Mexican  laiigusge.  True,  whi 
the  friars  endeavoured  to  effect  his  conversion,  he  wou 
reply, — "  The  God  of  the  Christiana  was  very  good,  V 
the  gods  of  his  own  country  were  the  true  gods  f 

n."     Still,  the  Spaniards  extracted  a  promise  &(HI 
him  that  he  would  take  part  in  no  more  human  s 


fices.  Then  he  cleraanded  permitisioii  to  viiit  hia  great 
temple.  C'ort*-B  consented ;  kiixlly  sending  with  him 
n-bat  be  termed  an  escort — a  giiurd  of  honour  of  IfiO 
armed  mm ;  and  on  his  retnm,  the  spiritiesa  prince,  to 
curry  favour  with  hJH  cuptor,  told  hiH  great  chiefe,  and 
through  thorn  his  eubject«,  that  not  onlj  vas  it  hy  hia 
own  will  that  he  remained  at  the  Spanish  quartere,  bat 
by  the  dii-ect  command  of  his  god  Uuibdlopolchli. 

This  power  over  th«i  emperor,  and  apparent  aubmia- 
sion  of  the  [>eop1e,  did  not  cause  Cortes  to  foi^rt  that 
he  and  his  small  force  were  in  a  city  which,  at  any 
moment,  by  the  hewing  down  of  a  bridge  or  two,  might 
be  cat  off  from  the  niainlaml,  and  thus  pent  up,  beoome 
their  tomU  He  therefore  aiikod  leave  to  build 
two  briguntinea.  AtonteEuma  not  only  complied,  but 
ordered  a  great  number  of  hia  pmiple  to  foil  timb«r 
suffifient  from  bis  forests.  The  cordage,  sails,  and  other 
materials  were  aent  trma  Vera  Cruz  by  Sandoval.  In 
one  of  tlieae  veMels,  when  finished,  the  emperor  and 
his  suit^— of  course  attended  by  B|aniards  and  bTBss 
guns  (falconets) — crossed  the  great  lake,  and  direrted 
lilmself  by  hunting. 

While  Montezuma  wna  thus  submitting,  with  the 
b«wt  possible  grace,  to  the  golden  chaiu  with  which  he 
was  bound,  his  indignant  chieftains  were  watching  th«ir 
opportunity  for  the  re»cu«  of  their  monarch  from  a 
bitiuition  which  Ih^y  felt  dcgmded  every  man  in  tho 
empire.  One  of  the  moat  powcrt'ul  nf  these,  CWuma, 
King  of  Tewjuw),  nephew  to  tlm  emperor,  called  a 
meeting  of  the  gn«l  chiefs,  and  set  on  foot  an  intrigue 
for  his  unde'a  deliverance.  But  with  3.000  of  his 
TIajwalaa  £rieuda  and  allies  Id  the  city,  information  of 
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the  conspimcj  was  speedily  brought  to  the  8pfla] 
gcnerul,  who  on  the  uistatit  wotild  huve  maivhcd  ( 
Tezcuco,  and  trodden  out  the  sparks  of  rebellion,  a£  h« 
called  this  patriotic  eflbrt,-  but  Montezuma  pointed  ont 
the  danger  of  such  an  attempt,  the  courage  and  pow 
of  the  young  prince,  and  peraunded  Cortes  t 
message  of  tunieable  exjKistulation. 

To  this  message,  which  asserted  the  supremacy  of  d 
Spanish  sovereign,  the  young  prince  retumetl  tuiswer, 
"That  he  acknowledged  no  audi  authority.  He  knew 
nothing,  nor  did  he  desire  to  know  anything,  of  the 
Spanish  king  or  his  people," 

The  spiritless  monarch  then  ftent  a,  message  himself 
to  his  nephew,  begging  that  he  would  come  to  Mexico 
und  mediate  his  differences  with  the  Spaniards,  who, 
be  assured  Cacama,  were  his  friends.  The  young  prinoe, 
who  was  not  so  easily  to  be  duped,  refused,  adding 
"  That  when  he  did  visit  his  capital  it  would  be  to  rescue 
it,  as  well  as  the  empei'or  him^l^  and  their  common 
gods,  from  bondage.  He  should  come,  not  with  his 
hand  in  bis  bosom,  but  on  his  sword,  to  drive  out  the 
detested  strangere  who  had  brought  such  dishonour  on 
their  countiy."  Cortes  would  at  once  have  iDarohed 
towards  Tezcuco,  but  Montezuma  offered  to  secure  ths 
person  of  the  prince  without  bloodshed.  He  had  in 
his  pay  some  of  the  chief  nobles  of  his  nephew'a  court. 
These  tnutors  attended  a  midnight  meeting  when  the 
King  of  Tezcuco  was  aiTanging  his  plana  for  attAckiog 
the  Spaniards.  They  suddenly  seized  him,  and  hurry- 
ing him  to  B.  boat,  brought  him  to  Mexico,  where,  widi 
several  confederate  chiefs,  who  had  also  been  1 
prisoueis,  he  was  placed  in  chains.     During  no  p 
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his  captivity  was  Mootczuiua  guilty  of  a  more  con- 
temptible or  cowardly  deed;  und  I  think  wd  can  have 
no  greater  proof  that,  whatever  influeuce  liis  supeisti- 
tioUB  belief  in  the  Spaniarda,  being  those  to  whom  the 
ancient  prophecy  referred,  hud  upon  his  conduct,  its 
motive  spring  wits  thu  safety  of  his  own  most  wretched 
and  degntded  ti:(ietence. 

Fruin  step  to  sUp  Cortes  was  climliing  the  heights 
of  authority.  He  next  proceeded  to  make  Montezuma 
call  all  his  great  chiefs  around  him,  and,  ooujoiutly 
with  himself,  cause  them  to  take  the  oaths  of  allo- 
giance  to  the  S|)aniah  sovereign.  But  more  ws«  to  be 
done :  tho  general  required  that  the  best  proof  of  their 
Rubmissiou  would  be  a  magnificent  gratuity.  Again 
Montezuma  commanded,  and  la  a  few  weeks  the  ca- 
ciques returned,  bringing  hii^  quautiljes  of  gold  and 
silver  plut«  and  rich  stuftk  To  which  Montezuma,  with 
a  regret  that  he  had  no  more  to  olTor,  added  the  whole 
of  the  vast  treasures  discovered  in  the  secret  hall  by 
tho  Kpaniards  while  building  their  chapel.  The  sjxiil 
now  was  enormous,  even  after  the  fifth  had  been  sot 
a[iiirt  for  the  monarch  of  Spain;  but  in  its ap|>ortioning 
among  the  soldiere,  a  quarrel  so  serious  occurred,  that 
it  required  all  the  perRuasivo  powers  and  authority 
of  the  general  to  prevent  fatal  couseqiiences. 

The  conquest  of  Mexico  now  seemed  achieved  with- 
out a  battle  But  to  the  religious  and  enthusiastic 
miud  of  Cortes,  the  most  im|H>rtAnt  tank  remained  to 
be  performed.  Many  timea  bad  he  desired  to  destroy 
the  idols,  plant  the  cross,  and  convert  the  natives  at 
the  point  of  the  swiird;  but  as  often  had  the  mort) 
l>olitic  Father  Olmedo  dissuaded  him  &om  the  att«mpU 
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Now,  tiowevur,  timt  the  su»!raiiity  of  the  King  of  Sp«in 
bad  been  acknowledged  hy  the  emperor  and  hia  great 
caciques,  the  wLole  people  puralzyed  with  terror,  and 
the  vety  revenue  phteed  &t  hiir  disposal,  he  determtoeil 
to  pui^  the  land  of  its  hateful  idoliitry,  and  the  hoi^ 
rible  rite  of  human  eiicrifice.  Accordingly,  attended 
by  hia  staff,  he  Bought  an  interview,  and  demanded 
that  the  chief  leoealli  or  temple  should  be  converted 
into  a  church,  wherein  the  Christinn  worship  might  bo 
conducted  in  the  presence,  as  it  were,  of  the  whols 
city.  The  emperor,  foreseeing  the  conseqtiences  of 
Hoch  an  act,  prayed  him  to  forbear.  "  Why,"  said  he, 
"  Malinche,  will  you  urge  matters  to  an  extremity  that 
must  surely  bring  down  the  vengeance  of  our  gods,  and 
stir  up  an  inaurrection  among  my  people,  who  vill 
never  endure  this  pro&nation  of  their  temples."  Cortes 
oould  not  but  admit,  at  least  to  himself,  the  probability 
of  this ;  BO  he  offered  to  accept  of  one  of  tlie  sanctuariea 
in  the  building,  adding,  "  If  that  were  not  gTant<>d,  hia 
men  should  take  it  hy  force,  and  roll  down  the  images 
of  his  felsB  deities  in  fuce  of  the  whole  city." 

The  emiJeror  consulted  with  the   priests,  i 
roBiilt  was  compliance  with  the  demand.     The  £ 
iards  were  delightt-d.     In  a  short  time  tho  n 
alterations  were  made,  and  ou  first  taking  f 
the  whole  army  listened  to  the  service  of  the  i 
and  as  the  Te  Deum  torn  towards  heaven.  Cart 
bis  soldiers,  kneeling  on  the  ground,  with  t^ars  b 
ing  from  their  eyes,  poured  forth  their  giKtiti 
God  for  this  glorious  ti-iimiph  of  tho  Cross, 

Not  many  days  aft«r  this  last  and  greatest  Uoirl 
the  Mexicans    (for  the  whole  histoiy  of  the   ' 
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provee  tlist  a  people  who  will  Bulimit  to  every  injury, 
iiuult,  atid  riolence,  will  tit  length  become  urouseil  at 
any  oiitnge  upon  tbu  religion  of  tlieir  childhood,  in- 
herited from  a  long  line  of  aiiceBtors),  MonUjEuaia 
summoned  the  Spunish  general  to  his  ajurtraenL 
Cortea,  feeling  ncime  dititrost,  took  with  him  several 
of  hie  captains  Tlie  Aztec  nmuarcU  received  tliem 
ooldly,  telling  the  general  that  his  predictions  had 
come  to  pass.  The  gods  of  his  country  had  threatened 
the  priesta  that  they  would  forsuke  the  city  if  the  aao- 
rilegioiiB  HtrHngera  were  not  driven  forth,  or  sacrificed 
upon  their  altnn^  Further,  he  told  them  that  it  was 
from  rtigard  to  their  safety  ho  communicated  thia, 
adding,  "  If  you  have  any  regard  for  your  own  aecurity , 
you  will  leave  the  countiy  without  delay;  for,  if  I  only 
raise  my  finger,  every  Axtec  in  the  land  will  rise 
in  arma  against  yon." 

The  general  could  not  doubt  the  monarch's  aincerity, 
nor  the  truth  of  hin  conjmunication.  Dii^iaing,  how- 
ever, hix  alarm,  ho  said  that  be  should  regret  much  to 
quit  the  capital  precipitately,  as  he  bad  uo  ve^wel  in 
which  to  embark ;  but  for  that  he  was  willing  to  ga 
If,  however,  he  did  leave  under  theae  curious  torma,  the 
emperor  mutit  accotnjiaDy  him. 

Alarmed  ut  this  threat,  Moutezuma  asked  how  long 
it  would  taki^  to  buUd  the  vinaela,  and  consented  to 
send  a  sufficient  niiDilxr  of  Aztec  workmen  to  the 
coast  to  help  the  8|>amards  in  their  work.  In  the 
nieautime,  he  would  uw  all  his  iiiflueuce  to  restrain 
the  impatience  of  his  peojile,  under  the  assurance  tlint 
the  white  mcu  would  leave  the  country  when  the 
vcaaela  wer«  ready.     Oortea  waa  compelled  to  appear 
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content  with  tliia;  but  be  gave  inatructtons  to  I 
Spaniub  shipbuilder  who  left  for  the  coast,  to  ) 
every  possible  delay,  iu  the  hope  that,  during  i 
interval,  reinforcements  might  arrive  from  Eai'opfc 
Of  what  wonderful  metal  nmat  this  man  have  ben 
made;  for  even  now,  with  a  whole  emjiire  in  araf 
against  bim,  he  was  determined  to  keep  his  grouudy 
From  that  moment  the  SpantardB  knew  no  peaotti 
Tlie  soldier,  as  he  threw  himself  on  his  mat  for  repow, 
kept  on  his  armour;  his  weapons  never  lefl  bis  wde; 
the  horses  idl  stood  ready  with  the  bridle  hanging  at 
the  saddle  bow;  the  guns  were  planted  so  aa  to  com- 
mand the  great  uvenuea;  sentinels  were  doubled,  and 
eveiy  man,  whatever  his  rank,  took  his  turn  in  mount- 
ing gimrd. 

A  few  days  after  his  startling  interview  witli  tM 
emperor,  Cortes  received  intelh'gence  thiit  a  fleet  'fl 
eighteen  aliips  had  anchored  in  the  biy  of  San  Juim, 
near  hia  little  city  of  Vera  Cruz.  To  liim,  who  bad 
ever  the  fear  of  annoyance  from  the  Governor  of  Oubi 
before  him,  this  was  so  alanuing  that  he  at  orux 
despatched  mesaengera  to  the  coast,  to  gather  par- 
ticulars of  the  new  arrival.  Fifteen  days  of  reetlea 
onsiety  passed  without  the  return  of  these  men,  wha 
one  day  the  genei'al  received  an  invitation  to  dine 
with  Montezuma.  During  the  dinner,  the  emperut 
aatoniabed  bis  guest  by  telling  him  he  need  not  n 
delay  hia  departure  an  hour,  as  a  large  fleet  of  g 
was  ready  to  receive  him;  and  as  he  spoke  he  | 
duced  an  hieroglyph ical  map,  upon  which 
arrived  Spaniards,  their  vessels,  and  their  whole  e 
munt,  were  admirably  delineated.     His  fears  n 
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confirmed :  it  could  be  no  other  than  an  armament 
sonl  by  his  enemy,  the  Oovemor  of  Cuba.  Dissembling 
bia  cbogriu,  be  cried,  as  if  vitb  delight  at  the  rein- 
forcement, "  Blessed  be  the  Bedeemer  for  his  merciea;" 
and  on  returning  to  his  qiiartera,  ordered  ctumon  to  be 
Grtfl,  and  other  demoDHtratioDH  of  joy  to  be  mada 
Thiit  was  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyea  of  the  Mexicans; 
Tht?  tinith,  however,  wua,  tliat  the  boosted  reinforce- 
mt-'nta  consisted  of  1)80  Spaniards,  a  numbiT  of  heavy 
guns,  and  1,000  Indians  of  Cuba,  under  the  comninnd 
of  a  Caatilian  hidalgo,  Panfilo  de  Narvaex.  This  officer 
had  been  sent  by  the  Governor  of  Cuba  to  take  ven- 
geance on  Cortes,  whom  be  was  authorized  to  super- 
sede. Tliis  information  the  general  received  from  his 
commander,  Sandoval,  who  also  reported  that  Narvaez 
and  tits  itrmy  had  encamjied  at  Cempoalla.  Soon  af^ 
lauding,  Karvoex  sent  a  priest  named  Guevara,  accom- 
tunii'd  by  a  notary  and  three  other  Spaniards,  to 
Bandoval,  to  demand  the  surrender  of  Vera  Cnu  In 
making  the  dtmand,  Oaevara  applied  the  word  traitor 
to  Cortes,  whereu|Kin  the  indignant  Sandoval  said  : 

"  Look  you,  sir  priest,  but  for  your  holy  jirofeBuon,  I 
would  have  you  punished  for  applying  such  on  epithet 
to  my  geni^raL"  Guevara,  treating  this  with  contempt, 
calli^  to  Vergara,  the  notary,  to  prodnc«  his  autho- 
rity; but,  ua  he  was  opening  the  document,  Sandoval 
cKclaimi:^, — "Look  jou,  Vergara,  your  pajicre  are 
iiothiiij;  to  me;  th^  may  be  true  or  false;  but,  by 
Heaven,  if  you  attemi)t  to  read  them  here,  1  will  on 
the  instant  give  you  five  hundred  laAhen."  "  \Vhy  do 
you  mind  this  traitor;  rend  the  commission,"  cried  the 
enraged  priest     "Thou  art  a  lying  knave,"  replied 
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Sandoval,  and  giving  a  Bignol  to  some  Iaili&ii%  th( 
priest  sod  luH  compuiiions  found  tliemselveB  speedilj 
boimd  huiid  and  foot,  und  iipoa  the  liaoks  of  nntlvft 
on  their  road  to  Mexico.  With  them  Siuidoval  seat  o 
Boidier  named  Soils,  wlio  alao  bore  the  letter  to  Cortes 

Bulla  left  tite  S|}aDlarda  at  some  little  distance  from 
the  capital,  while  he  went  forward  to  seek  the  general 
Htiving  perused  the  letter  and  qucxtioued  Bolis,  Cortu 
speedily  resolved  what  ])art  to  play.  He  would  receive 
these  prisoners  aa  friends;  it  would  have  a  good  effect 
upon  the  Mexicans.  Accordingly,  he  ordered  bii 
truopa  under  arms,  and  as  the  priest  und  bis  com- 
panions entered  the  city,  they  were  astonished  to 
find  themselves  received  with  military  lionourB.  The 
general  fuilher  agiologized  for  the  rudeness  of  San- 
doval, and,  says  Diaz,  "  Ho  gave  them  euch  hospitable 
entertwnment,  ti-eated  tliem  with  such  respect,  and  so 
well  lined  their  pockets  with  gold,  that  in  a  fow  days 
be  sent  back,  aa  tractable  as  lambs,  those  who  had  atA 
out  agaiu-tt  him  a»  fierce  aa  liona" 

Cort«B  was  a  maiiter  in  craft;  for  these  men,  beii^ 
BO  well  received,  their  eyes  gratified  and  astouished  M 
the  sight  of  the  wealth  gained  by  his  sohliers,  atm 
their  ears  well  lille<l  with  all  Uie  good,  and  none  4| 
the  bad  fortunes  they  bad  encountered,  would,  withoQt 
doubt,  on  their  rettim,  do  much  t«  obtain  recruitd 
from  the  ruuka  of  the  very  man  who  was  marching  to 
supersede  him.  Hiving  thus  primed  Gocvarw  and 
his  companions,  he  sent  them  back  to  Ceniponlla, 
bearing  a  letter  to  Narvaez,  in  which  he  bosought 
him  not  to  proclaim  their  animosity  to  the  world, 
and,  by  kindling    a  spirit  of  insubordination  in  tlia 


untiveB,  unsettle  all  tliat  hnd  Wen  » 
viulcnl  colliaiuti  must  be  prejuilicml  e 
and  nii^lit  lie  fulul  to  botli.  It  was  *iix\y  iu  anion  tlmt 
they  could  look  for  success.  He  was  ready  to  greet 
him  as  s  brothel-  iu  arms,  to  share  with  him  the  fi-uita 
of  conquest,  and — if  he  could  produce  a  i-oyal  couimis- 
sion — to  siiliioit  to  his  authority.  Cortex  could  softly 
make  the  latter  promiHe,  for  he  well  kuew  Nartaez  had 
no  Hiich  docMiment  to  show. 

But  after  the  de[Nirture  of  Guevara  and  his  cnm- 
paninns,  the  geot^ral  sent  Father  Ulmedo  is  sjieoial 
Buvoy  to  Narvaet  The  real  ]iurport,  however,  of 
Olmedu's  miBsion  waa,  by  \-atiiable  preseDts  aud  won- 
derful stoi-ita,  no  to  cKcite  the  avarice  of  the  soldiere 
that  they  might  desert  from  Narvaez  to  Cortes.  In 
this  ho  was  materially  aided  by  the  accuitntH  given  by 
Guevara  and  his  coui|KinianH,  of  the  frank,  generous, 
and  liberal  manner  of  Curtoa,  and  th«  wealth  in  his 
camp,  where  thr  humblest  private  could  afford  to  stake 
his  iugot  or  chain  of  gold  at  play.  All  this  th« 
troops  conttasttNi  with  their  own  jwsition,  and  tha 
known  mcannesa  of  their  geneTsl,  &um  whom  thence- 
forth they  beuime  so  much  estranged  that  an  easy 
victory  was  pre[iared  for  Cortes. 

A  vetj  ditfcrent  effect  waa  produced  upon  Nurvae^ 
who,  treating  Cortes'  letter  with  contempt,  declared 
that  he  would  march  upon  tlio  rebel,  and  put  him  iu 
chains  aa  a  traitor.  One  of  the  chief  officen  ogienly 
boa8t«d  that  Ac  would  cut  off  his  ean  and  broil  them 
for  breakbst.  We  shall  «eo  how  Uttle  they  knew  of 
tht  great  man  of  whom  they  spoke  so  disprnngiagly. 

When  Cortes  found  thai  an  amicable  umuigument 
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with  Narvaez  was  hopeless,  he  might  well  have  trem- 
hled  at  the  difficulties  before  him.  To  retnaic  in 
Mexico  and  await  his  enemy,  would  give  the  ]atter 
time  to  gather  a  great  force  of  Indians;  for  Nurraei 
had  promised  to  liberate  their  aovereign.  If  he  marched 
against  him,  he  must  abaudon  the  city,  the  ennieror, 
and  the  fruits  of  his  great  toil,  as,  by  leaving  a  gar- 
rison to  hold  the  Meucaus  in  subjection,  he  muBt 
cripple  his  strength,  already  too  weak  to  meet  the  fbrot 
of  Narvaez.  He  resolved,  however,  npon  the  lattori 
,  So,  having  exacted  a  promise  from  Montezuma  that  U 
would  remain  on  as  friendly  terms  with  his  lieutenau 
U  with  himself,  he  appointed  Pedro  de  Alvarado  ^ 
command  in  his  absence,  and,  with  a  force  only  ^ 
70  men,  set  out  for  CemjXKilla. 

Fortune  evei'  helps  those  who  help  theinselv»;  n 
at  Cholulu  Cortes  fell  in  with  Velasquez  de  Leon  ^nd 
120  men,  whom  he  had  sent  aometime  before  to  fbnnd 
a  colony,  and  further  on  their  route,  with  the  bran 
and  faithful  Sandoval,  who,  with  GO  men,  had  come  to 
meet  his  general.  With  this  force,  amounting  now 
to  2G5,  only  5  being  mounted,  he  marched  unoeitainglr 
until  he  had  reached  Cerapoalla,  within  a  leagoe  d 
Narvaex's  force,  from  which  he  wna  dividett  hy  h  hquU 
river.  Upon  the  bank  he  i-eated  his  men,  ordea 
them  to  prepare  for  a  night  attack. 

While  Cortes  and  Iiis  little  force  had  been  i 
their  forced  marches,  Narvaez  remfdned  in  CetoiMi 
wasting  his  time  in  fiivolous  amusements.     From  d 
lethargy  he  was  at  length  aroustMl  by  an 
who  said, — "  Wliy  are  you  so  heedless )     Do  you  tl 
Malinche  is  sol     Depend  on  it^  he  knows  your  ti 
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P^un  exactly,  and,  wben  joii  leatit  dream  of  it,  will  b« 
upon  you."  Nurvnez  marched  his  troops  towtirds  the 
river,  arriving  there  oa  the  very  dny  that  Cortes  had 
retLched  the  opposite  bank.  The  latter  had  hidden 
liis  men  among  the  tall  juugli*,  and  Narvoez,  seeing 
no  enemy  but  the  rain,  which,  falling  in  toiTents,  mode 
the  (benched  soldiera  cry  out  impatiently, — "  I«t  ns 
return  to  Cempoalla;  of  what  use  ia  it  to  remain  hero 
fighting  with  the  elements,"  returned  to  his  quiirtera, 
iutending  to  go  forth  again  the  foUowing  morning, 
believing  that  he  was  secure,  for  no  mortal  army  could  « 
paaa  that  torrent  on  snxeh  a  niglit. 

The  enemy  having  thua  sought  repose  and  shelter 
from  the  elements,  Cortes  and  his  troop,  chiefly  by 
aid  of  their  long  sjiears,  forded  the  fiirioua  stream; 
and  in  the  darkne^  of  night,  beneath  torrents  of 
rain  and  a  beating  wind,  marched  forward  silently, 
stealthily,  without  beat  of  drum  or  sound  of  trumjiet, 
till  they  came  upou  two  sentinela.  One  was  seeured; 
but  the  other,  escaping,  gave  the  alarm.  The  sleep- 
ing Xarvaez  was  awakened;  the  trumpets  mounded 
to  nnns.  "  Eapiritu  Santo !  Upon  them  !"  wan  the 
war-cry  of  Cortea.  The  battle  was  short  but  furious. 
To  the  durkuess  alone  it  was  owing  that  only  fifteen 
of  Xiirvaea's  troops  and  three  of  his  enemies  were 
killnd.  Nurvaez  fought  Ulce  a  hrvve  knight,  and 
it  waa  only  wlieu  crying  "Santa  Maria!  I  am  slain !" 
that  the  followers  of  Cortes  shouted,  "Victory!  vio- 
lory  1  live  our  king  and  Cortes,  for  Narvaez  is  dead  I" 

The  next  day  Narvao  {who  had  only  boon  wound- 
ed) And  several  of  his  captaina  were  taken  before  the 
victor.      "You  have  gre&t  reason,   Scnor  Cortes,  to 
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I  thank  fortune  for  giving  you  the  -victory  over  me," 
Boid  Nwvaez.  "  I  kav«  irvucli  to  be  thankful  for,"  n^ 
plied  tlie  conqueror ;  "  but  as  for  my  victory  over  you, 
I  eateem  it  one  of  the  least  of  my  achievements  in  lhi» 
country."  In  this  reply  there  was  more  of  pride  than 
truth,  for  it  was  one  of  tlie  moat  brilliant  in  hia  career. 
When  the  priaoners  had  boen.  sent  tinder  a  strong 
guard  to  Vera  Cruz,  Cortes  began  to  reap  the  benefit 
of  his  gonerouB  treatment  to  Guevara  and  hts  com- 
panions, and  his  crafty  policy  in  eeuding  C)lmedo  to 

I  Karvaez's  camp;  for  such  great  things  had  bis  late 
enemies  beard  of  him,  that  they  all  enlisted  beneaUi 
his  banner.  Thus  again  fortune  befriended  him;  but 
in  IcHS  than  a  furtnight  after  his  victory,  he  received 

I    astounding  intelligence  from  Alvarado,  hia  lieuteuaat 

'    ftt  Mexico. 

"  The  Mexicans  had  arisen  in  arms,  attacked  the 
Spaniards  in  their  own  quarters,  burnt  the  brigan- 
tines  by  which  Cortes  had  secwed  the  meana  of  relrMt 
in  ease  of  the  deatmction  of  the  biidgea,  attempted  to 
force  the  defences,  and  had  poured  such  a  tempeet  of 
missiles  into  the  garrLsou,  that  several  troops  Imd 
been  killed  and  many  wounded." 

Nothing  offers  greater  proof  of  the  greatuesa  of  a 

,  general  than  quick  resolve  and  rapidity  of  action. 
This  was  terrible  news.  Even  then  the  garrison  might 
have  been  all  killed;  for  Alvarado  had  concluded  hii' 
letter  by  begging  hia  chief  to  hasten  to  their  relief  if  li« 
would  save  them  from  dcstniction  or  retain  hia  \tfAA 
on  the  city.  As  if  refre.-hcd,  rather  than  exhsugted, 
by  the  late  expedition,  Cortes  set  out  for  Mexico. 
We  have  seen  what  toil  and  suffering  attended  *^^^ 
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Upward  tnarcb,  yet  its  description  in  the  simple  Ian- 
gunge  of  Diaz  almost  ttikea  away  otir  brcatb, — "When 
we  tvouived  this  news,"  says  he,  "God  knows  how  it 
afflicted  ufl!  We  set  out  by  long  marchea  for  Mexico, 
leaving  the  priaonere  in  Villa  Bica,  under  the  custody 
of  Kodorigo  BangeJ,  who  also  luid  directions  to  colk-ct 
all  the  Htragglcr^,  and  to  take  care  of  the  invalids,  of 
whom  there  were  many.  At  the  moment  wo  were 
ready  to  march  arrived  four  principal  noblemen  from 
the  court  of  MonU-zuma,  to  lodgt;  a  formal  complaint 
against  Alvarado  for  having  aaaaulti^d  them  when 
dancing  at  a.  solemn  festival  in  honour  of  their  goda, 
which  he  had  permitted  thism  to  hold,  whereby,  in 
their  own  defence,  they  Itad  been  forced  to  kill  seven 
of  bis  RoldieriL  Cortes  replied  to  them  in  t«niu  not 
the  niont  pleanng,  saying,  he  would  soon  be  at  Mexico 
and  pat  all  in  proper  legalation ;  with  which  answer 
they  returned,  very  little,  indeed,  to  the  satiBfactiun  of 
Montezuma,  who  felt  the  inault  strongly,  many  of  iJie 
natives  being  killed. 

"  In  consequence  of  thia  iutelligenoe,  Cortca  exhorted 
the  tHHips  of  Narvoez  to  forget  past  animosities,  and 
uot  loan  thifl  opportunity  of  serving  liis  Mujcsty  and 
themselves,  exixwing  to  their  view  the  riches  they 
would  tuxniire,  so  that  they  one  and  all  d«<elan'd  their 
readiness  to  proceed  to  Mexico— a  reHohition  thny  never 
would  have  taken  if  they  had  known  the  force  of  tlio 
city.  By  lery  long  marches  we  arrived  lit  TIascaU, 
where  we  learned  that  until  the  time  that  Montciuma 
and  thd  Mexicans  got  intelligence  of  the  defeat  of 
Naj^nex,  they  had  never  oeiued  making  attacks  u[K>n 
AlvBrado;  hut  when  they  h-enril  uf  our  succuas  thiry 
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deatsted,  leaving  tite  Spaaiarda  greatly  fatigued  a 
diatressed  bj  their  continual  exertiona  and  vratit 
water  and  provisions.  TLia  information  was  coaveyei 
by  two  Indian  messengere,  who  an'ived  at  the  mot 
■we  entered  Tiascalo.  Here  Cortes  made  an  inspection 
of  our  army,  which  now  amounted  to  1,3U0  mea, 
nearly  100  of  whom  were  cavalry,  and  160  wei-e  c 
bow  mou  and  musketeers.  Two  thousand  warriors  of 
the  Tlaacalans  having  joined  va,  we  pursued  our  routa 
hy  long  marches  to  Tazcuco,  where  we  were  very  ill 
received,  and  ever3rtluiig  bore  the  appearance  of  di»i 
affection." 

Having  halted  a  suffioieot  time  to  re&efih  his  wearied 
troops,  Cortes  resumed  his  mai-ch  along  the  aoatboia 
margin  of  the  luko,  which  led  over  the  same  causeway 
by  which  he  had  first  catered  the  capital.  It  wa-s  St 
John's  Day,  1520;  but  how  different  Mb  reception  Iroia  ' 
the  former  invasion,  when  the  emperor  himself  had 
come  to  meet  him  I  No  crowds  now  lined  the  roads, 
the  bridges  betweeu  the  houses  were  taken  up,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  Indians  who  stood  silently 
and  moodily  in  the  doorways,  the  whole  city  seemed 
depopulated.  Tlie  scene  was  sad,  gloomy,  and  dispirit- 
ing; but  to  arouse  the  spirits  of  the  troops,  as  well  tt 
warn  the  garrison  of  his  coming,  he  ordered  the 
trumpets  to  sound.  In  reply  to  the  shrill,  clear  uotM 
borne  across  the  waters,  they  were  answered  by  joyou 
peala  of  artillery,  and  soon  the  liberating  a.-my  was  at 
quick  march,  traversing  tho  great  drawbridge  into  th« 
city,  where  to  their  dismay  they  saw  that  many  of  tit 
smaller  bridges  had  been  thrown  down ;  and,  now  tte 
brigantines  were  destroyed,  it  would  be  no    difficnh 
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matter  for  the  Mexicans  to  cat  off  their  retreat  As, 
however,  they  entered  the  great  gates  of  the  palace 
which  formed  their  barracks,  both  parties  for  a  time 
forgot  their  fears  and  troubles  in  their  joy  at  their 
reunion. 


CHAPTER  X. 


As  may  be  imagtiied,  the  first  inquiries  of  the  gei 
were  aa  to  the  cause  of  the  tumults.  Variona  aooo 
■were  given  by  different  persons,  but  all  agreed  that 
was  chiefly  owing  to  the  violence  of  Alrarada  It 
the  custom  of  the  Aztecs  to  hold  a  great  festival  ia< 
honour  of  their  chief  god,  in  the  month  of  May.  As  tt 
■was  kept  in  the  court  of  the  great  temple  near  tint 
Spanish  quarters,  the  caciques  asked  permissioa  of 
Alvarado  to  perform  their  ritea  there  as  usual  Thej 
also  solicited  the  presence  of  thiar  emperor.  The  latter 
request  was  refused;  but  with  the  former  Alvaradtf 
complied  conditionally,  that  no  human  sacrifices  should 
be  celebrated,  and  that  they  should  come  unarmed. 

Six  hundred  of  the  Mexican  uobility  assembled  Ofi 
tbs  day  of  the  festival,  attired  in  magnificent  costtiiMi 
their  beautiful  mantles  of  featherwork  were  8tmnU«d 
with  jewels,  and  their  necks,  arms,  and  legs  omaiaeutei 
with  collars  and  bracelets  of  gold.  The  Sijaniah  soldiery 
as  if  from  mere  curiosity,  yet  armed  fi'om  head  to  fi)0^ 
attended,  many  within  the  walls,  others  at  the  gates  at 
unttances  of  the  tenij>1e,  The  Mexicans  a* 
jed  with  their  ivligious  songs  and  excit 
which  they  commemorated  tliis  great  festival. 
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saddenly,  at  a  concei-ted  eigiial,  Alvnnulo  anil  bis  ] 
mailed  upon  them  with  diuwu  ewords.  The  sceue  that 
unaued  b«ggiira  deacriittion.  Unprotected  by  aniiuur, 
xvithout  weapoDs,  the  minerakle  natives  were  hewD  tu 
piecM  by  their  iron-heaited  remorseless  enemiivt.  Some 
fled  to  the  gates,  but  were  caught  upon  the  loug  pilces 
of  the  aoldiera ;  others  attem]ited  to  scale  the  great  wall 
which  surrounded  the  area,  but  share<l  the  same  fat«, 
or  were  cut  to  piocus  or  shot  dead  "The  pavouiiml," 
says  »  coHtemporary  writer,  "ran  with  streams  of  blood, 
like  water  in  a  heavy  shower.  Ifot  one  was  left  alivK 
It  wu  a  repetition  of  the  massacre  at  Cholula,  with  the 
ahameful  addition  that  the  Spaniards  rifled  the  bodies 
of  thtrir  rich  omampntti.  Not  a  femily  of  note  but  had 
mourning  a:id  desolation  brought  within  its  walls." 

Alvarado  gavu  as  his  reason  for  thia  masNtcre,  tlie 
diacoveiy,  by  hia  spieu,  of  an  intenUtd  riiiiDg  of  the 
native  population,  which  was  to  be  inangnrated  at  thia 
fnatival  He  had.  therefore,  forbidden  them  tu  wear 
uiins;  but  while  affecting  to  comply,  they  had  secreted 
some  in  the  neighbouring  arsenals.  Thus,  by  striking 
the  dreadful  blow,  he  had  anticipated  them,  and  ho])ed 
be  had  for  ever  deterred  the  Mexicans  &om  a  similar 
attempt.  Few  historians  believe  iu  this  intended  rising 
of  thr  natives,  at  leai<t  upon  that  occasion;  for  the  amis 
enid  to  have  been  hidden  were  never  discovered.  But 
whoti^ver  may  have  been  Alvarodo's  motive  for  this 
msh  and  most  wicked  deed,  its  consNjueuces  nearly 
proved  fktnl  to  the  garrison;  for  the  Aztecs,  rising  as 
one  man,  attacked  the  SjAtDitu'dB  with  such  determined 
bravery,  tlmt  but  for  the  intervention  of  Muutt'zuuia, 
who  still  [usseesed  great  influence  over  bis  people,  not 
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one  would  have  been  left  alive  to  greet  Cortes  on  his 
return.  And  who  shall  say  that  they  would  not  have 
merited  their  fate? 

When  the  general  had  heard  Alvarado  to  the  end  of 
his  story,  his  brow  darkened.  "  You  have  done  badly," 
said  he;  "you  have  been  false  to  your  trust;  your  con- 
duct has  been  that  of  a  madman,"  and,  abruptly  turning 
on  his  heel,  he  left  him  in  undisguised  anger.  It  was 
well  for  Alvarado  that  Cortes  could  not  spare  one  so 
imix)rtant  at  such  a  crisis,  for  we  cannot  doubt  that  his 
punishment  would  have  been  in  proportion  to  his 
crime. 

The  Spanish  general  now  found  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  respectable  force,  consisting  of  not  less  than  l,2oO 
Spaniards  and  8,000  Tlascalans.  But  the  difficulty  of 
finding  food  for  so  many,  as  the  Mexicans  had  now  cut 
off  their  supplies,  the  coldness  with  which  he  had  been 
received  by  the  natives  on  his  march  back  to  the  capital, 
still  more  the  itishness  of  Alvarado,  made  him  peevish 
and  irritable.  Thus,  when  some  Mexican  nobles  came 
to  request  him  to  receive  their  sovereign,  he  replied, — 
"What  have  I  to  do  with  this  dog  of  a  king  who  suffers 
us  to  starve  before  his  eyes  1 "  His  officers  remonstrated, 
reminding  him  that  but  for  the  emperor  the  garrison 
must  have  been  destroyed.  But  this  did  only  the  more 
irritate  him,  and  he  replied, — "  Did  not  the  dog  hold 
communication  with  Narvaez?  Does  he  not  now  suffer 
his  markets  to  be  closed,  and  leave  us  to  die  of  famine?** 
Then  addressing  the  Mexicans,  he  said,  fiercely, — "  Go, 
tell  your  master  and  his  people  to  open  the  markets,  or 
we  will  do  it  for  them  at  their  cost"  The  general  had 
hitherto  kept  his  temper  throughout  every  difficulty. 
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At  no  point  in  his  career  bad  it  been  bo  necessary  that 
be  ahould  have  had  it  under  control. 

That  answer  sank  deeply  iolo  the  minds  «f  the 
baughtj'  Mexican  chiefs.  Montemnm  replied,  that 
be  and  his  chiefs  were  prisoners  ;  Curt«8  might  there- 
fore set  free  and  iiend  whomsoever  he  chose,  to  giv« 
the  necessary  order  for  tlie  supply  of  provisions, 
Upon  this  the  latter  released  Cuitlahna,  Lord  of 
lEtdpnlajHiu,  Montezuma's  "brother.  This  waa  bod 
policy;  for  that  cliief  being  presumptive  heir  to  the 
throne,  the  people  no  sooner  saw  him  among  them 
again,  than,  regarding  him  as  the  repn^Hentative  of 
thoir  sovereign,  tiiey  biukd  him  as  their  leader  a^inst 
the  detested  Spaniards.  Cuitlahua  willingly  accepted 
tJie  post,  began  to  orgwiize  the  maaies,  and  arrange 
his  plan  of  operations,  and  very  speedily  gave  proof 
of  his  militAi7  capacity  aud  energy.  Cortes  firet 
obtained     information    of    the    movements  ,  of    the  ' 

enemy  from  a  nieiiscngcr  whom  he  had  sent  to  Vera 
CruK  tu  report  his  safe  arrival  in  Mexico.     This  man  J 

had  left  the  Spanish  quarter*  scarcely  half  an  hour, 
when  he  returned,  breathless  with  terror  and  covered 
with  wounda  "Thd  city,"  le  cried,  "is  all  Ui  arms, 
the  drawbridgt^s  are  raised,  and  the  Mexicans  will  soon 
bo  upon  na" 

"  Ue  spolce  truth,"  says  tKe  historian.  "  It  waa  not 
long  before  a  lioftTHc,  snllun  sound  became  audible,  like 
that  of  tlie  roaring  of  distant  waters.  It  grew  louder 
and  luudw,  till,  from  the  fianipets  surrounding  the 
enclosure,  the  gnNLt  avenueii  which  led  to  it  might  be 
(HH'O  dark  with  the  ninsjea  of  wiirriorH,  who  came  rolling 
on  in  tt  cuufiuied  tide  towards  the  fortrcsa    At  the  same 
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time  the  terraces  and  azot«as  or  flat  roofs  in  tlie  nei^ 
Txmrhood  were  thronged  with  combatants,  brandishii 
tlieir  inisailea,  who  seemed  to  have  risen  up  as  if  I 
toagic."  Cortes,  whose  hithei-to  easy  conquest  kad  Ii 
him  to  nnilcmite  both  the  determination,  and  couragi 
of  the  Mexicans,  made  two  or  three  desperate  salUes 
but  neither  the  skill,  bravery,  or  fi.rearmi!  of  his  trooj 
could  enable  them  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  drivii 
thera  baet,  and  setting  fire  to  their  quarters  in  Tarioi 
places.  In  this  day's  fi^ht  the  casualties  of  the 
iar lis  were  eighty  wounded. 

At  daylight  the  Aztecs  recommenced  the  attack  wit 
great  fury,  and  although  the  ai'tilleiy  made  dreadfiil 
havoc  in  their  mnks,  so  immense  wei-e  their  number^ 
thut  Diaz  says,  "  Even  if  we  had  been  10,000  Hectoi^ 
of  Troy,  and  as  many  Roldans,  we  could  not  hav 
them  off;  nor  can  I  give  any  idea  of  the  desperatioii  4 
this  battle;  for  though,  in  every  charge  we  made  \ 
them,  we  brought  down  thirty  and  even  forty,  it 
Hselesa,  for  they  came  oil  again  with  more  spirit 
at  first."  The  Spaniards  on  that  day  sallied  fortk 
several  times,  but  although  they  performed  prodigiet 
of  valour,  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  The  last  time 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  they  managed  to  rt^nin 
their  quartera.  After  the  last  chaise,  as  Cortes  was 
fighting  his  way  back,  he  beheld  Duero,  his  secretory,  b 
B  street,  imhorsed  and  defending  himself  against  a  body 
of  Mexicans  with  his  poignard.  The  general  shouted 
bis  war-cry,  and  dashing  into  the  midst  of  the  enemj, 
scattered  them  like  chuff  before  the  wind ;  then  reoover- 
ing  Duero's  horse,  he  euabled  him  to  remount,  wbeo 
the  twO]  striking  tbcir  spurs  into  their  chai^ger^  eot 


their  way  thrcnigh  a  host  of  Indians  to  the  d 
of  the  army. 

Ab  the  SpaniardB  and  their  allieis  reti«&ted,  the  ptir- 
siiiug  Azt«cs  continued  to  shout,  "  The  gnda  liave  at 
last  givcu  you  into  our  hand§.  HuitzilopotchU  has 
long  cried  for  victims — the  »tone  of  aaciifice  is  ready — 
the  knives  ar«  sharpened — the  wild  beauta  in  the  palace 
are  roaring  for  their  offaL"  To  the  Tlascalans  they 
shouted,  ■'  The  cages  are  waiting  for  the  false  sons  of 
Analiuac,  who  are  to  be  fattened  for  the  festival," 

The  reeult  of  this  day's  fighting  waa  disheartening  j 
nay,  would  have  been  appalling  to  a  lew  heroic  spirit 
than  Cortea;  for  the  enemy  for  whom  he  had  hitherto 
entertained  such  contempt  was  to  be  counted  by 
hundreds  of  thousands,  and  their  bravery  such  that 
veterans  who  had  fought  iu  the  Italian  war  against  the 
great  Turk  and  the  artitlery  of  Prance,  declared  they 
had  never  st-ea  raeu  Cght  with  greater  despi-ration,  or 
till  up  their  ranks  with  such  ordtT  and  rapidity.  But 
the  Sjioniah  gvueral  was  determined  to  win  against 
even  such  tremcadous  odds;  so,  although  severuly 
wounded  in  the  hand,  he  at  once  set  one  party  to  work 
repairing  the  breaches  in  the  fortifications,  and  another 
to  make  four  ntantaa.  These  were  taU  wooden  towers 
tia  roUeia,  made  of  light  beauia  and  planks,  with  two 
cliambors,  one  above  the  other.  These  chainbi-ra  were 
to  he  filiod  with  muaketecni,  who  could  keep  up  a  heavy 
fire  from  loopholes  in  the  udea,  aa  they  wcro  diaggcd 
throngh  the  city.  The  chief  object  of  these  machines 
waa  to  afford  protection  for  the  troo)is  from  the 
tnissjlca  hurled  by  the  enemy  fr<im  the  tops  of  their 
hooses. 
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Wliile,  however,  these  machiaea  were  bailding,  it 
occurred  to  Cortea  that  MoDtemma,  who  had  befriended 
the  Spaniards  upon  bo  ra&uy  occaaions,  might  still 
possess  sufficient  influence  over  hia  people  to  stay  what 
it  pleased  to  t«rm  the  insurrection.  Regardless, 
therefore,  of  his  recent  rudeness  to  the  Azt«c  sovereign, 
he  sent  an  officer  to  request  bis  interposition. 

The  poor  emperor,  however,  had  seen  from  his  apart- 
ment the  destruction  of  his  subjects  by  those  with  whom 
•  he  was  allied,  and  feeling  some  remorse  for  his  past 
conduct,  and  mortification  at  seeing  his  brother  filling 
hia  place,  he  replied  coldly, — "  What  have  I  to  do  witt 
Malinchel  I  do  not  wish  to  hear  from  him.  I  desirs 
only  to  die.  To  wliat  a  state  has  my  &ieadsbip  for 
him  reduced  me."  Agnia  and  s^in  the  Spanish  officer 
belied  of  him  to  comply;  but  he  answered, — "  It  is  of 
no  use;  the  people  will  neither  beheve  me  nor  the  &l« 
promises  of  Malinche.  None  of  you  will  ever  leave  Uw 
city  alive."  On  being  assured,  however,  that  the  Span- 
iards would  willingly  quit  the  city  if  a  road  was  opened 
to  them,  to  Bimre  the  biood  of  his  subjects  he  at  lengtlt 
complied.  Accordingly,  attired  in  his  imperial  robe,  and 
holding  in  his  hand  the  golden  wand  or  sce^itre,  ha 

I  ascended  the  central  turret.  In  an  instjint  the  emperDT 
"Was  recogniiied,  the  tumult  became  hushed,  nnmbcri 
prostrated  themselves,  others  bent  the  knee;  not  a  man 
preseut  but  would  have  spent  the  last  drop  of  Lis  blood 
to  have  saved  him  from  insult.  When,  howeverr,  bs 
addressed  them,  declaring,  "  That  he  was  no  prisoner, 
that  the  Spaniards  were  liis  guests  and  friendtf,  witk 
whom  he  was  staying  by  his  own  free  will,  and  oonld 
leave  at  pleasure;  and  loatlf,  ^antflBtif^axhQrtett .ftgi 
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to  Uy  dovn  their  arma,  and  go  to  their  homes,"  a 
rourmm' ran  through  the  crowd;  exclamatioiia  of  con- 
tempt were  uttered, — "Base  Artec!"  they  cried,  "miaer- 
ftble  coward  1  the  vhite  men  have  made  you  a  woman, 
tit  only  to  weave  ajid  Bi'in."  Then,  at  a  signal  from  a 
chief  of  rank,  a  cloud  of  stoiiea  and  arrows  fell  amosg 
the  royal  train.  The  Spaniards  attempted  to  shield  the 
monarch  with  their  kncklera.  It  was  too  late;  Monte- 
zuma fell  ftenseless  to  the  ground.  The  people,  how- 
ever, allocked  ut  their  sucrilegions  i»ime,  act  up  a 
diamal  huwljng,  aud  Bed  in  all  directions. 

Aa  for  the  miserabk'  princo,  the  reviling  of  his  people 
bud  been  sufficient  to  cuubj?  him  to  wish  fur  death; 
thert-fure,  although  hia  wounds  were  nut  ueceaeurily 
fatal,  he  refused  all  treatment,  tore  oif  the  baudages 
that  had  been  applied,  and,  aummoniiig  to  hia  aid  one 
fipurk  of  hia  former  dignity,  resolved  to  die,  for  he  had 
outlived  hia  honour.  Perceiving  hia  end  approticbing, 
the  Siianiorda  exhorted  him  to  become  a  convert  to 
the  Chriatlan  faith.  Father  Olmedo  held  the  orucifix 
before  him,  and  begged  that  he  would  cmhi^ce  it 
"  Xo,"  replied  the  expiriug  monarch ;  "  I  have  hut  a  few 
niomente  to  live,  and  will  not  at  this  hour  desert  the 
I'uith  of  my  bthen."  Then  calling  Cort«3  to  hia  bed- 
side, h«  earnestly  begged  him  to  recommend  to  the 
care  of  tho  King  of  Spain  hia  three  daughters ;  and  the 
general  having  promised,  the  spirit  of  Monteziuna  took 
flight  to  that  haven  where  "  the  wicked  cease  from 
ti'oubliug,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest."  To  the  besieged, 
whii  it  would  appear  really  loved  the  prince,  it  was  a 
mournful  hour.  DJaa:  sayM, — "Cortes  and  our  captains 
wept  for  him,  uul  hu  waa  laniGnted  by  them,  and  all 
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the  Boldit^rs  who  had  knawa  him,  as  if  he  had  beta 
their  father;  nor  ia  it  to  be  wondei-ed  at,  cousidering  how 
good  he  waa,"  One  of  hts  enemies,  a  Tlftscaian  historian, 
subsequently  wrote, — "  Thus  died  the  uufortiinate  5Ioo- 
tezuma,  who  luul  swayed  the  sceptre  with  such  consum- 
mate policy  and  wiadooi,  and  who  was  held  is  greoter 
i«verenee  nud  awe  than  oay  other  prince  of  hia  linear, 
or  indti«d  that  ever  sat  on  a  throne  in  thia  weatcm 
world."  The  Spanish  general  showed  due  respect  to 
the  body  of  the  emperor.  It  waa  arrayed  la  the 
impeiial '  robes,  and  borne  upon  the  sUuuldcrs  of 
some  Aztec  nobles  to  the  head-quarters  of  their 
countrymeo. 

The  position  of  the  Spaniards  had  now  become  de*- 
I>erate,  for  the  great  temple,  which  was  within  a  few 
roods  distance,  had  been  seized  by  the  chief  warrior^ 
to  the  number  of  mx  or  seven  hundred.  These  from  tha 
Biimnut  kej  t  up  suuh  a  tempust  uf  arrows  on  tlie  gam- 
son,  that  no  man  could  quit  hia  post  for  a  momenl 
without  great  danger.  Moreover,  while  the  Spaniard! 
were  so  terribly  exposed,  the  Mexicans,  under  sheltw 
of  the  sanctuaries,  were  entirely  covered  trom  the  fin 
of  the  besieged.  To  dislodge  them  from  this  position, 
Cortea  had  thrice  sent  out  a  party  under  EtscoW, 
his  chamberlain,  but  as  many  times  was  that  officer 
repulsed.  The  general  therefore,  although  wounded,, 
detenuiued  that  he  would  lead  the  next  storming  pai^ 
in  person. 

Fastening  liia  buckler  upon  his  left  anu,  which  wii. 
disabled  by  a  severe  wound,  Le  sallied  out  at  U^. 
bead  of  300  picked  cavaliers  and  several  thouamdtl 
of  TlaBcalanH.      In  the  court-yard  uf  the  tcmxtlfl,^ 


was  received  by  a  large  body  nf  the  eoomy.  'Hiese 
he  qnickly  dispersed  by  a  bi-isk  charge.  The  lynvtf 
mcnt,  however,  was  so  Elippt^ty  that  the  horsps  could 
not  k(«p  their  foet.  So,  hastily  dismounting,  the 
animals  were  eeut  back  to  their  quarters.  Then, 
with  desperate  bravery,  the  Sjutniai-ds,  beaded  by 
their  geQeral,  and  beneath  a  t«rrible  shower  of  missiles 
nnd  WTOWB,  fought  their  way,  stop  by  st«p,  until  thpy 
hud  gaiue<l  the  sumniit.  The  ureu  lien;,  which  was 
paved  with  brond  flat  stones,  was  large  enough  to 
ulTord  a  fair  field  of  fight  for  lOOO  combatants,  but 
without  either  parajMt  or  battlement,  so  that  the  least 
slip  would  precipitate  the  soldiers  more  thuu  I0(>  feet 
At  one  port  of  the  nrea  there  were  two  trmplea  of 
stone — the  one  occupied  by  the  Mexican  war-god,  the 
other  consecrated  to  the  Cross.  Hence  the  OhristisD 
and  the  Axtec  fought  beneath  the  xhadows  of  their 
respective  aigns.  The  fight  was  fierce  anil  bloody,  and 
of  terrible  interest  to  the  contending  parties  beneath, 
who,  as  if  by  mutual  consent,  stood  gazing  upwards 
with  breathless  anxiety  for  th«  result.  For  three 
boura  the  death  stmggle  continued,  and  the  Spaniards 
were  victorious;  for  with  the  exception  of  two  or  tliree 
priests,  whom  they  had  made  prisoners,  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  Aztecs  who  had  roccived  their  enemy  upon 
that  area,  not  one  remained  nlive.  Their  bodies  eithei- 
lay  utretched  u|)on  the  encrunsoned  pavement,  or  had 
been  hurled  from  the  giddy  height  into  the  oonrt-y»rd 
below.  During  this  hand-to-haud  struggle  Corttis  had 
a  narrow  escape.  Two  powerfullj-built  Mexiciins  had 
seized,  and  were  dragging  him  violently  towards  the 
brink  of  the  pyramid.      Before,  however,  they  could 


accomplisli  their  pur[)ose,  the  general  had  sui 
in  freeing  himself,  and  hurled  one  of  th«m  into 
depth  below. 

The  temple  being  thus  carried,  the  soldi 
down  the  hideous  goj,  upon  whose  altar  they 
horrified  at  seeing  the  bleeding  hettrta  of  their  own 
comrades  still  smoking,  and,  to  the  terror  and  dis- 
may of  the  Aztecs,  tumbled  it  down  the  bU>iis  of  the 
building;  after  which  they  set  fire  to  the  entire  edi&ob 
This  time  they  had  iio  difficulty  in  reaching  th«ir 
quarters,  from  whence,  at  night,  tbey  made  anatli«r 
sortie  upon  the  town,  and  bumed  300  houses. 

According  to  his  custom  aflier  a  victory,  Corta 
summoned  the  chiefs  to  a  parley,  and  through  Dofi* 
Marina  he  beseeched  them  to  lay  down  tlieir  anut 
and  i-etum  to  theii'  obetlieiice.  "  You  miut  now  be 
convinced/'  he  aaid,  "  that  you  liave  nothing  to  bopa 
from  further  opposition.  You  have  si 
trampled  in  the  dust,  your  dwellings  burned, 
warrioi's  slain ;  all  of  which  you  have  brought  on  yii 
selvefi  by  your  rebellion."  He  concluded  by  thrat- 
ening  to  make  the  city  a  heap  of  ruins  if  they  did 
comply. 

But  the  Mexicans  knew  their  own    strcngtJi  tnid 
the  weakness  of  their  enemy.     Moreover,   they 
now  fighting  for  liberty  or  deatk     So  they  replied,- 
"  It  is  true    you  have  destroyed   our 
killed  OUT   couutrymen,    and    many    more    may 
beneath  your  terrible  swords ;   but   we  are    coni 
while  for  every  lAousaad  Mexicans  ws  can  shed 
blood  of  but  one  white  man.     Look,"  they  contini 
^eU   with  wan-iors   aa  &r 
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your  eyes  caD  rwicL  Tour  uiimbere  are  dccretuiing 
every  hour.  You  are  perisliing  from  Imuger  and  sick- 
DtfSB.  You  must  soon  ^11  into  our  huudH.  The  brirlge* 
are  broken  down,  and  you,  cannot  e«cape.  There  will 
be  too  few  of  you  left  to  glut  the  vengeance  of  our 
gods;"  and,  as  tliey  finished,  they  sent  a  cloud  of 
arrows  that  compelled  the  Spaniards  to  descend  aud 
take  refuge  in  their  defences. 

This  fierce  defiance,  and  tbe  announcement  that  oil 
the  bridges  had  becu  destroyed,  sounded  upon  the 
ears  of  the  soldien  as  their  death-knelJ.  Those  men 
who  had  been  recruited  fi-om  Katraez's  force,  aud  who 
fonued  a  large  majority  of  Cortt^ft'  army,  now  broke 
out  into  ofieii  tnutiny.  They  had  been  led  to  expoot 
an  easy  march,  and  a  speedy  return  to  Cuba  with 
their  pockets  lined  with  MeKicau  gold;  instead  of 
which  they  had  met  with  nothing  but  privation, 
diAuter,  and  wounds:  indeed,  many  had  fallen  upou 
tliat  Bacrifiuial  atone  witli  wliich  all  were  now  threat- 
eni«d.  They  therefore  refuseal  to  serve  any  longer  in 
defence  of  a  place  where  they  were  penned  np  like 
aheup  in  the  sbaniblea  awaiting  to  be  slaughtered,  and 
clamoured  to  be  led  forth  at  all  hazards;  fur  any  death 
would  be  better  than  starvation  or  sacrifice. 

So  fierce  an  enemy  without,  so  mutiiioiis  an  army 
within,  would  have  paralyzed  the  energies  of  moiit 
leaders.  Cortes,  however,  cooUy  and  calmly  surveyed 
his  poHition.  The  hazard  of  a  retreat  through  such  a 
desjieratti  and  watcliful  foe  was  great,  nay,  aliuust 
impOHsible.  And  greater  was  his  mortification  at  aur- 
renUcriug  a  city,  the  lordship  and  treasures  of  which 
were  to  purL-hasc  or  jtropitiatu  the  favour  of  hi:i  m 
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reign,  and  secure  him  an  amnesty  for  his  past  irregular 
proceedings.  Still,  retreat  he  must;  for  even  he  felt 
that  his  soldiers  had  not  magnified  that  necessity. 
But  how,  if  all  communications  were  cut  off  with  the 
mainland  ?  The  latter  report  might  have  been  exag- 
gerated by  the  enemy.  He  would  examine  for  him- 
self. So  he  ordered  a  sally  in  the  direction  of  the 
great  causeway  leading  to  Tlascala.  The  next  day  he 
commanded  the  mantas  to  be  manned  and  rolled  forth. 
As  these  machines  moved  onwards,  belching  fire  and 
smoke  upon  all  sides,  the  enemy  gave  way  in  terror. 
From  these  moving  towers  the  men  within  were  enabled 
to  fire  upon  a  level  with  the  enemy,  upon  the  roofs  of 
the  houses;  and  when  this  did  not  silence  them,  by 
letting  a  ladder  or  light  drawbridge  fall  on  the  roof 
from  the  top  of  the  manta,  they  opened  a  passage  to 
the  house  tops,  so  that  they  could  close  in  hand-to- 
hand  fight.  Thus  protected  by  a  force  in  front,  which 
destroyed  barricades  and  houses,  and  supported  by 
another  in  the  rear,  these  machines  were  moved  for- 
ward to  the  street  of  Tlacopan,  which  led  direct  to  the 
great  causeway.  There,  however,  the  intervention  of 
a  canal  rendered  them  useless.  Moreover,  Ck>rtes  saw 
that  the  enemy  had  destroyed  the  bridge.  At  once, 
therefore,  he  ordered  the  mantas  to  be  abandoned, 
and  one  large  body  of  troops  to  fill  up  the  chasm 
with  stone,  timber,  and  the  debris  from  the  ruined 
buildings.  This  was  done  with  astonishing  celerity, 
and  a  passage  thus  made  for  the  ai-my.  The  cavaliers, 
shouting  their  war-cry,  now  dashed  forward,  bearing 
down  all  before  them  till  they  were  stopped  by  another 
canal     Here  they  had  to  perform  a  similar  operation. 
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ami  in'iced  at  five  otlier  (loiiita;  for  no  less  tlian  seven 
cnnals,  all  the  bridges  of  wJiich  had  been  ilentroved, 
intersected  this  street  However,  by  inoesBant  ^ght- 
ing  and  toil,  vhicb  lueted  two  days,  the  geneml  at 
length  had  established,  or  rather  re-eBtaUiiilied,  the 
line  of  communication;  as  he  passed  (iiiwtirds  U'aviug 
n  strong  guard  of  infantry  at  every  bridge.  When 
he  had  reached  the  wrtromity  of  the  ati«ut,  near  the 
causeway,  Cortes  was  informed  that  the  Mexicans, 
now  disheartened,  deaired  to  hold  a  pttrley  with  him, 
and  for  tliat  purpose  were  awaiting  his  return  to  the 
fortreta.  Delighted  at  this  news  he  galloped  back  to 
bis  quarters,  attended  by  Alvarado,  Sandoval,  and 
uther  cavaliers.  Ponding  the  coming  interview,  the 
general  and  his  staff  were  taking  some  refreahments, 
when  he  received  information  that  the  enemy  were  in 
anna  again,  and  fighting  with  greater  fury  than  ever; 
moreover,  that  they  had  overpowered  the  detachments 
At  the  bridges,  which  they  were  once  more  demolishing. 
Enmged  at  beting  thus  duped,  Cortes  and  bis  oflicera 
were  Kpeedily  in  their  Biid<tlc«,  and  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry,  driving  the  Mexicans  down  the  street  like 
frighttuod  deer.  Before,  however,  lie  could  retnuie 
lus  steps,  multitudes  pouring  forth  from  the  neigh- 
bouring lanes  and  atreeta  bad  seized  one  of  the  prin- 
I  oipal  forts  and  destroyed  the  britlge.  The  scone  that 
took  place  here  is  thus  described  by  Prescott. 

"  The  confusion  became  greater  around  the  broken 
bridge.  Some  of  the  horsemen  were  thrown  into  the 
canal,  and  their  steeds  floundered  wildly  about  without 
S  rider.  Cortea  himself  at  this  crisis  did  more  lliau  any 
other  to  cover  the  retreat  of  his  followers,     Wlide  the 
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\   bridge  was  repairing,  he  pluoged  boldly  into  tbe 

F  tie  barbarians,  striking  down  an  enemy  at  eveij' 
vault  of  liis  charger,  cheering  on  his  own  men,  bii4 
spreading  terror  through  the  ranks  of  his  opponniU 
hy  the  well-known  sound  of  his  battle-cry.     Never  di4 

'  he  display  gi'eater  hardihood,  or  more  freely  expoM  ba 
person,  emulating,  says  &n  old  chronicler,  the  feate  of 
the  Roman  Cocks.  In  this  way  he  stayed  ih«  tide  * 
assailants,  till  the  last  man  had  crossed  the  bridgt^ 
when,  some  of  the  planks  having  given  way,  he  vM 
compelled  to  leap  a  chaam  of  full  six  feet  in  widtlv 
amidst  a  cloud  of  missiles,  before  he  could  place  hin> 
self  ia  safety.  A  report  rau  through  the  army  that  th* 
genenil  was  slain.  It  soon  spread  through  the  city,  la 
the  great  joy  of  the  Mexicans,  and  reached  the  fortru^ 
■where  the  beaeged  were  thrown  ioto  no  less  consterii» 
tion.  But  happily  for  them  it  was  false.  He,  indet^ 
received  two  severe  contusions  of  the  knee,  but  in  otbv 
respects  remained  uninjured.  At  no  time,  howerav 
had  he  been  in  such  extreme  danger;  and  his  e 
and  that  of  bis  companions,  waa  esteemed  little  kM 
than  a  miracle.  More  than  one  grave  historian  r 
the  preservation  of  the  Spaniards  to  the  watchful  a 
of  their  patron  apostle,  Stu  James,  who,  in  theee  d 
perate  conflicts,  was  beheld  careering  on  bis  milk  wUK 
steed  at  the  head  of  the  Christian  squadrons,  with  ld| 
Bword  flashing  lightning,  while  a  lady,  robed  in  whiB 
— supposed  to  be  the  Virgin — was  distinctly  eeei 
bis  side,  throwing  dust  in.  the  eyes  of  the  infidel  f  TH 
fact  is  attested  both  by  Spftnianis  and  Mexicans 
by  the  latter  aftor  their  conversion  to  Chmtiaiiitfl 
Surely    never    was    there    a  time   when     the 
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position  of    their  tutelar  saint    was    more   strongly 
demanded.  *' 

As  the  darkness  of  night  came  on  the  Indians  retired, 
leaving  the  pass  in  possession  of  the  Spaniards,  who, 
with  slow  step  and  dispirited,  battered  armour,  and 
fainting  from  loss  of  blood,  returned  to  their  fortresa 

The  troops  were  now  more  clamorous  than  ever  to 
quit  Mexico,  and  Cortes  being  convinced  of  its  dire 
necessity,  lost  no  time  in  preparing  for  the  retreat.  It 
was  to  be  by  the  great  causeway.  Moreover,  it  must 
take  place  on  that  night ;  for  a  soldier  named  Botello, 
who  was  of  respectable  demeanour,  and  spoke  Latin, 
had  been  at  Home,  and  was  believed  to  be  a  necro- 
mancer or  astrologer,  inasmuch  as  some  things  he  had 
foretold  had  chanced  to  come  true,  had  four  days  before 
foretold,  that  if  the  Spaniards  did  not  quit  Mexico  on 
a  particular  night,  not  one  would  ever  leave  the  city 
alive. 

We  can  hardly  believe  that  this  prediction  had  much 
influence  upon  Cortes;  still  thai  night  teas  chosen  for 
the  retreat.  A  portable  bridge  was  constructed  of 
timber,  for  the  conveyance  and  care  of  which  150 
Spaniards  and  400  Tlascalans  were  appointed.  This 
pontoon  was  to  be  used  wherever  it  might  be  found 
the  Mexicans  had  destroyed  the  bridge.  The  artillery 
was  placed  under  the  care  of  50  Spaniards  and  250 
Tlascalans,  while  the  prisoners,  and  that  native  lady 
80  important  to  the  army.  Dona  Marina,  was  entrusted 
to  an  escort  of  300  Tlascalans  and  30  Spaniards 
The  van-guard  of  the  army  was  led  by  Sandoval ;  the 
rear-guard  by  Alvarado  and  Velasquez  de  Leon,  whose 
troops  consisted  chiefly  of  Narvaez*s  recruits.     Cort«&^ 
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with  a  few  cavalry  and  100  foot,  vos  to  asEiHt  in  t 
jiofsiige  of  the  centre;  in  fact,  Ut  act.  an  a  reserve, «; 
(o  be  at  liand  wherever  the  fight  might  bo  thickett 
Tlie  sick  and  wounded  were  to  be  takeu  upoD  tiM, 
cnipporB  of  the  hompmen.  "  When  all  was  nedf* 
Kajs  Dins,  "Cortea  ordet^d  all  the  gold  whicli  was  ■ 
bis  apartment  to  be  brought  to  the  great  saloun,  whidi; 
being  done,  lie  dcatred  tlte  olBcerK  of  hiii  Uajes^,  A>  d^ 
A\-ila  and  Gonzalo  Mexia,  to  take  his  Majesty's  doe  a( 
their  charge,  assigning  to  them  for  the  couve,\'aiioe  of  it 
eight  lame  or  wounded  horses  and  itpwards  of  tagb-lf 
Tlascalaus.  Upon  theee  were  loaded  aa  niiich  as  ihif; 
could  cany  of  the  gold,  which  had  been  ran  into  \ugi 
bars,  and  much  more  reiuained  heaped  iu  thesklna 
Cortes  then  called  to  his  Eecretar;,  Hei'naiidu,  all 
Otlier  royal  notaries,  and  said,  '  Bear  witness  titat  1 M 
be  no  lunger  responsible  for  thb  gold.  Here  ia  la  d 
value  of  above  600,000  crowns;  1  can  sectire  do  bm 
than  what  is  already  packed ;  let  every  aoldiv  t>i 
what  ho  will ;  better  so  than  tliat  it  should  r 
those  dogs  of  Mexicans."  As  soon  as  he  had  | 
many  of  Narvaez's  soldiers,  and  also  aiimi^l 
full  to  work,  and  loaded  themselves  with  i 
I  never  was  avaricious,  and  dow  thought  moi 
my  life,  which  was  iu  much  danger, 
the  op^iortunity  thus  offered,  I  did  not  omit  r 
of  a  casket  four  calcliihnig,  those  precious  j| 
liighly  esteemed  amongst  tlie  Indiana; 
Cortes  ordered  the  I'asket  and  its  couteuta  % 
care  of  by  his  major  darao,  I  luckily  i 
jewels  in  time,  and  afterwards  found  them  4 
advantags  aa  a  resource  against  famiu«." 
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At  midnight  on  the  1st  of  July,  1520,  having  first 
attended  mass,  this  heroic  band  set  fortL  It  was  a 
dark  night,  with  a  drizzling  rain  falling.  As  thej 
passed  through  the  city  the  whole  population  seemed 
wrapped  in  sleep.  They  had  even  reached  the  end  of 
the  street  which  opened  upon  the  causeway ;  as  they 
expected,  no  bridge  was  there,  and  those  entrusted 
with  the  duty  began  to  lay  down  the  pontoon;  nay,  the 
vanguard  under  Sandoval  had  passed  over,  also  Cortes 
and  his  party;  but  before  the  other  could  follow,  some 
Mexicans  cried  out,  "  Taltelulco !  Taltelulco !  out  with 
your  canoes;  the  teules  are  going,  attack  them  at  the 
bridges.'*  Then  the  great  drum  of  the  city  was  sounded 
by  the  priests,  and  speedily  the  heaveos  were  rent  with 
the  yells  and  war-cries  of  myriads  of  warriors,  who 
suddenly  swarmed  over  land  and  laka  The  rain  now 
feU  so  heavily  that  some  of  the  horses,  becoming  restive, 
feU  off  the  bridge  into  the  water;  but  still  the  army 
marched  steadUy  forward,  the  horsemen  shaking  off 
their  assailants,  and  riding  over  their  bodies,  while  the 
infantry  drove  them  headlong  over  the  dike;  and  at 
length,  though  attacked  upon  all  sides,  and  themselves 
only  fighting  on  the  defensive,  all  had  passed  the  pon- 
toon, and  the  party  who  had  it  in  charge  proceeded  to 
raise  it,  but  the  weight  of  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  as 
well  as  the  thousands  that  had  passed  over,  rendered 
ita  removal  impossible;  it  had  become  fastened  in  the 
dike.  Now  commenced  the  horrors  of  the  night.  The 
Mexicans  fell  upon  the  pontoon  bearers  with  such 
ferocity  that  the  water  at  that  part  became  filled  with 
dead  and  dying  Tlascalan  men  and  women,  baggage, 
boxes,  artillery,  and  prisoners;  many  were  slain,  many 
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drowned,  oumbers  carried  away  for  sacrifice.  '^  It  was 
dreadful/'  says  Diaz,  "  to  hear  the  groans  and  cries  of 
the  unfortunate  sufferers,  calling  for  assistance,  and 
invoking  the  Holy  Yiigin  or  St  Jago,  while  others, 
clambering  up  the  dead  bodies  and  baggage,  thinking 
themselves  safe,  were  there  seized  or  knocked  on  the 
heads  with  clubs." 

All  order  and  discipline  were  now  lost,  and  the 
retreat  had  become  an  indiscriminate  slaughter;  still 
they  pressed  forwaixi  helter-skelter,  in  their  eagerness 
to  escape  treading  down  friend  or  foe.  The  leading 
files  had  come  to  the  next  bridge-way,  and  so  great 
was  the  pressure  from  behind  that  numbers  were 
forced  into  the  gulf  Sandoval  and  his  cavaliers 
dashed  into  the  water,  and  swam  their  horses  to  the 
opposite  bank.  Others  failed,  and  some  who  did 
reach  the  opposite  bank,  being  overturned  in  its  ascent, 
rolled,  horse  and  man,  headlong  into  the  lake.  The 
infantry  followed  pell-mell,  suffering  fearfully  from  all 
sides.  At  each  of  these  bridge-ways  a  similar  scene 
ensued.  Cortes,  either  galloping  along  the  causeway 
or  swimming  his  horse  in  the  water,  sought  to  restore 
order;  but  finding  this  impossible,  he  and  his  gallant 
comrades.  Olid,  Morla,  and  Sandoval,  had  kept  in 
advance,  leading  his  broken  remnant  of  an  army  off 
the  causeway.  They  had  so  far  escaped;  but  a  rumour 
reaching  these  brave  men,  that  the  rear  guard  must 
inevitably  be  destroyed  if  not  relieved,  they  turned 
their  horses  and  gaUoped  back  towards  the  last  open- 
ing in  the  causeway.  On  the  road  they  met  Alva- 
rado  unhoraed,  lance  in  hand  and  badly  wounded, 
with  several  Spaniards  and  soldiers  all  severely  hurt 
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Alvamclo  told  Cortes  that  there  was  no  uBe  in  going 
furtJter  back,  for  all  that  remained  alive  were  with 
hiro.  A  wonderful  feat  was  told  of  Alvarado  at  this 
last  bridge-way.  He  had  been  unhorsed,  and  waa 
pursued  tiO  the  very  brink  of  the  chasm — the  water 
swurmed  with  canoea — escape  seemed  hopeleira.  A 
moment's  thought,  and  setting  his  lance  firmly  on  the 
bodiea  and  debris  of  military  matenal  in  the  bottom 
of  the  lake,  he  gave  one  spring  and  cleared  the  wide 
gap  at  a  leap.  To  this  day  that  spot  is  known  to 
every  inhabitant  of  modem  Mexico  as  the  Sallo  de 
Alvarado,  or  "  Alvarado's  Leap." 

Upon  Alvarado's  assurance  that  none  other  remained 
behind,  Cortes  and  his  cavaliers  again  turned  their 
horHes'  heads  and  pushed  ou  for  Tacuba.  At  Popotla, 
A  village  «n  roule,  the  hero  dismounted,  and,  sitting 
upon  the  steps  of  an  Indian  temple,  iked  Uan  as  the 
broken  lilea  of  his  once  fine  force  paiised  by  him.  Mara 
tiiuiself  would  have  wept  at  the  sight.  The  cavalry 
were  mostly  dismounted,  there  were  few  who  were  not 
wounded,  many  a  dear  companion  mis-sing,  their  bright 
arms  soiled  and  battered,  their  prond  crests  and  ban- 
ners gone,  baggage,  artillery,  all  lost  During  that 
night,  la  noelie  trigU — "  the  melancholy  night,"  Cortea* 
loss  had  been  450  Spaiuaids  and  4,000  TIascalana  Of 
the  rear  guard,  formed  principally  of  Narvaez's  men, 
few  escaped,  chiefly,  it  is  said,  from  their  having  been 
overladen  with  gold; — all  the  artillery,  the  greater 
part  of  the  baggage  and  treasure,  the  general's  pepera, 
including  his  accounts  and  a  minnte  diary  of  the 
transactions  since  leaving  Cuba — a  loss  posterity  will 
ever  regret      Of  ell  the  splendid  ai-ms  which   had 
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rendered  the  Europeans  fio  auporior  to  the  Inili&ni, 
but  few  remained, — not  even  &  single  musket,  tlie  moo 
haviug  thrown  them  away  to  expe<Iite  their  flight,— 
notbisg,  in  short,  but  their  avords  and  a  few  dkau^ 
cross-bo  WB. 

Among  the  most  notable  of  the  Spaniards  who  (dl 
were  Botello,  the  aatroioger,  Francisco  de  Morla,  and 
J(tan  Velasquez  de  Leon,  the  near  rclatioQ  of  tbt 
Governor  of  Cuba.  This  knight,  who  had  first  Joined 
Cortes  in  the  interest  of  his  relative,  had  become  m 
attached  to  bis  general,  and  had  acquitted  himself  « 
well  in  every  position,  that  Cortes  deplored  his  ]m 
not  only  as  a  dear  friend  and  comrade,  but,  next  to 
Sandoval  and  Alvarado,  as  the  most  important  of  Ui 
captains.  To  the  List  of  those  slaughtered  we  may  wH 
the  two  sons  and  nephew  of  Monteamna,  th« 
that  young  hiug  of  Tezcuco  who  had  been  so 
ously  delivered  over  to  the  Spaniards  hy  the  ii 
mentality  of  his  uncle,  Hontezuma. 


Had  the  Aztecs  posted  ft  force  ufion  the  other  side 
of  the  causeway,  so  as  to  liave  met  the  retreating 
Bponiardd  in  tlie  front,  the  Utter  must  inevitabl]> 
bavD  perished  to  a  man.  Prohnbly  the  aame  result 
would  have  happooed  had  they  fbllou'ed  up  their 
victory  by  a  pursuit  When,  however,  the  remnant 
of  the  Christian  army  bad  paaaed  on  to  the  main- 
land, tho  Mexicans  stayed  to  bury  their  dead,  for 
the  streets  were  strewn  with  many  thousand  bodies. 
This  allowed  the  Spaniards  to  reach  some  villages 
unmoleeteU.  Here  thoy  came  to  a  halt  for  the  night, 
and  feasted  upon  a  dead  horsE-  and  some  wild  cherriea. 
The  next  day  they  proceeded  on  their  march  to  Tlos- 
cala;  bat  by  thia  time  the  cbiefs  of  the  towns  an  toiM 
bad  aroused  their  people,  who  harassed  the  little  band 
upon  all  sides,  so  that  they  had  to  fight  their  vay  inch 
by  inch,  each  day  gi-owing  weaker  and  weaker — for  the 
wounded  and  the  sick  died  upon  the  road — while  tho 
enemy  grew  bolder  and  more  nnmeroua  Upon  the 
seventh  day  they  came  to  the  mountain  rampart 
which  overlooks  the  plains  of  Otumba.  At  the  base  of 
this  mountain  they  halted  for  the  night  The  next  day, 
■omewhat  refreshed  in  body,  aud  in  better  spirits — for 
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they  flattered  themselves,  as  they  were  now  approach- 
ing friendly  TUscala,  they  were  in  aafety — they  set 
out  again.  But  as  they  were  ascending  the  luouotiuii 
Bteepa  they  saw  that  its  ci-est  was  covered  with  Meii- 
can  warriors;  nay,  Dot  alone  its  crest,  for  the  general, 
in  his  letter  to  the  king,  describing  this  battle,  aays,-- 
"  Neither  in  front,  nor  in  the  rear,  nor  in  the  flaok, 
oould  any  of  the  ground  be  seen  which  was  not  covewd 
by  Indiana." 

"  The  troops  resigned  all  hope,  and  commended  tht 
Bouls  to  Heaven."  But  again  did  Cortes  pi 
self  the  man  for  the  occasioa  Hastily  dew 
men  up  in  battle  array,  he  addressed  them 
irords  of  mich  burning  eloquence  that  his 
spirit  flashed  a,  new  life  into  the  exhausted 
and  the  engagement  began. 

"  Oh,  what  a  sight  w«8  this  tremendoog 
exclaims   brave    old    Diaz;    "how   we    closed 
foot,  and  with  what    fury  the  dogs  fought 
wounding  as  there  was  amongst  us  with 
and  clubs  and  two-handed  swords;  while  oovj 
favoured  by  the  plain  ground,  rode  through, 
will,  galloping  at  half  speed,  and  bearing 
opponents  with  crouched  lances,  still  fighting 
'  though  they  and  their  horses  were  all  woi 
we  of  the  infantry,  negligent  of  our  former 
of  those  which  we  now  received,  closed  with  the 
redoubling  our  effoita  to  bear  them  down  with 
■words.      Cortes,  De  Olid,  Alvarado,  monnted 
horse  of  one  of  the  soldiei's  of  Narvaez,  and 
though  all  wounded,  continued  to  ride  tl 
Coi-tes  now  called  out  to  ua  to  strike  at  the 
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ibey  were  distinguisbed  by  great  plumes  of  featheni, 
golden  omameiits,  richly  wi'ought  arms,  and  devices. 

"Then  to  hear  the  valiant  Sandoval  how  he  en- 
couraged U8,  crying  out,  '  Now,  gentlemen,  ia  the  day 
of  victory;  put  your  trust  in  God;  we  shall  aumve, 
for  He  preserves  us  for  some  good  purpose.'  All  the 
soldiers  folt  determined  to  conquer;  and  thus,  animated 
as  we  were  by  onr  Lord  JesiiB  Christ,  and  our  lady  the 
Virgin  Mary,  as  also  by  St.  Jago,  who  undoubtedly 
assisted  us,  ae  certi6ed  by  a  chief  of  Guatemozin  who 
was  present  in  the  battle,  we  continued,  Dotwith- 
•tanding  many  hod  received  wounds  and  some  of  our 
coropuiions  were  killed,  to  maintain  our  ground. 

'•  It  was  the  will  of  God  that  Cortes,  accompanied 
by  tlic  captains  De  Olid,  Sandoval,  Alvarudu,  and  others, 
ahoiild  reach  that  part  of  the  army  of  the  enemy  which 
was  the  post  of  their  general- in -oliief,  who  was  di»- 
tlnguiahed  hy  a  standard,  anus  covered  with  gold,  and 
a  great  patiaeht,  ornamented  in  the  same  manner. 
As  8oon  aa  Cortes  perceived  the  chief  who  bore  the 
standard,  and  who  was  surrounded  by  many  others 
bearing  also  great  jtanadits  of  gold,  he  ciied  out  to 
Alvarado,  Sandoval,  De  Olid,  Avila,  and  the  rest, — 
'  Now,  gentlemen,  let  us  chaige  them.'  Then,  rccom- 
inending  themselves  to  Ood,  they  rode  into  the  thickest 
of  Ihom,  and  Cortea  with  his  horse  struck  the  Mexican 
chief,  Hud  threw  down  the  standard,  the  cavaliors  who 
mipported  him  at  the  same  mumeut  ejreotiiaUy  breaking 
this  numerous  body.  The  chief  who  bore  the  slandard, 
not  having  iallen  in  the  charge  made  ni>on  him  by 
Cortes,  Juan  de  Salamanca,  mounted  on  hiw  good  [lyed 
mare,  pursued  him,  seized  the  rich  panache  which  he 
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bore,  and  presented  it  to  Coi-tes,  Baying,  that  as  h« 
bad  given  the  Mexican  general  the  first  blow,  uA 
Btmck  down  his  standiird,  the  trojihy  of  the  conqaot 
was  due  to  him. 

"It  was  God'H  wiJl  that  on  the  death  of  thdr 
general,  and  of  many  other  chiefs  who  Butrouniicd 
him,  being  known,  the  enemy  should  relax  in  their 
eSbfts  and  btgin  to  retreat.  As  soon  as  this  vu 
perceived  by  iis  we  forgot  our  Lunger,  thirst,  fatign^ 
and  wounds,  and  thought  of  nothing  but  victoiy  aaj 
pursuit.  Our  cavalry  followed  them  up  close; 
our  allies,  now  become  lions,  mowed  down  all  tx 
theni  with  the  arms  which  the  enemy  threw  amy  ii 
their  flight. 

"  As  soon  as  otir  cavalry  returned  from  the  pnnoik 
we  all  gave  thanks  to  God;  for  never  had  thi 
peared  so  great  a  force  together  in  that  country,  bein| 
the  whole  of  the  warrini-a  of  Mexico,  Tewmco,  a 
Saltocan,  all  determined  not  to  lea\ie  a  trace  of 
upon  the  earth.  The  whole  nobility  of  these  tmtit 
were  assembled,  magailiceDtly  armed,  and  adonxi- 
with  gold,  panaehes,  and  devices." 

After  the  battle  they  continued  the  march  to  Tl» 
cala,  Cortea  having  many  mi^ivings  as  to  the 
.  Uon  he  should  meet  with,  now  ho  was  ov 
with  misfortunes.  All  these  donbt«,  however, 
removed  when,  u|)oa  reaching  that  capital,  MasuH^ 
Xicotencatl,  and  the  chief  lorda,  came  to  meet  him, 
first  saying,  "  O  Mulinche,  Malinche !  how 
us  to  hear  of  jour  mi^ortunes,  and  of  those  of  all 
brothers,  and  of  the  multitudes  of  our  owq  men 
hBTe  perished  with  youi-a.     Have  we  not  told 
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manj  times  that  you  should  not  tnist  in  those  Mexican 
people,  for  there  was  no  security  from  one  day  to 
another  that  they  would  not  make  war  upon  you,  and 
you  would  not  believe  us?  But  now  the  thing  is 
done,  and  nothing  more  remains  at  present  but  to 
refresh  you  and  cure  you.  Wherefore,  we  will  go 
immediately  to  our  city,  where  you  shall  be  entertained 
as  it  may  please  you.*' 

The  general  and  his  staff  were  lodged  in  Maxixca's 
palace;  the  rest  of  the  army  in  a  neighbouring  district, 
where  for  several  weeks  they  remained,  attended  by 
their  hospitable  friends.  For  the  first  time  since  his 
landing  the  hardy  constitution  of  Cortes  gave  way  to 
physical  suffering.  He  had  lost  the  use  of  two  of 
the  fingers  of  his  lefl  hand,  had  received  two  severe 
injuries  on  the  head,  one  of  which  was  so  great  that  a 
part  of  the  bone  was  obliged  to  be  removed.  A  fever 
ensued;  and,  for  several  days,  the  hero  who  had  braved 
danger  and  death  in  their  most  terrible  forms,  luy 
stretched  as  helpless  as  an  infant. 

While  thus  tossing  on  his  sick  bed,  Cortes  was  re- 
solving upon  new  plans  by  which  he  might  redeem 
bis  fortunes.  As  he  became  convalescent  he  issued 
fresh  regulations  to  the  troops,  and  sent  to  Yera  Cruz 
for  reinforcements.  But  this  becoming  known  to  the 
Narvaez  party,  they  prepared  a  remonstrance  against 
being  again  led  to  Mexico,  where  they  had  already 
suffered  so  much.  But  Cortes  in  his  extremity  was  no 
less  determined  than  Cortes  in  prosperity;  and  know- 
ing that  he  could  depend  upon  the  veterans  who  had 
been  with  him  through  the  whole  campaign,  he  ap- 
pealed to  their  sense  of  honour,  pride,  avarice,  and 
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lore  of  glory;  using,  indeed,  all  those  powers  of  pef 
BUHsiiw  and  command  which  had  so  long  give 
the  miistery  over  tlioae  wild  Bpirit*.  and  concluded  by, 
saying, — "  Now,  leave  me  if  you  wUl ;  for  I  shall  tei 
stronger  accompanied  by  a  few  brave  men  than  if  m 
rounded  by  &  host  of  faint-hearted."  Hi  a  eloqueiut 
was  successful;  at  least  the  discontented  now  pronuMd 
to  postpone  their  departure  for  a.  time. 

About  the  same  time  a  great  danger  was  boveriif 
over  the  S|>aniard3.  The  Mexicans  had  sent  an  e 
bassy  to  the  Tlascalan  senate,  praying  that  thor 
ancient  enemies  would  now  forget  post  diSennoa^, 
and  rally  around  the  standard  of  Anahunc  in  onlBrta 
destroy  their  common  enemy,  the  aocursed  Spaniardfci 
lu  the  council  there  was  a  strong  party,  headed  by  Ikl 
chief  Xicat«ncatl,  who  desired  to  accept  the  ] 
alliance,  aud  at  onoe  seize  and  sacrifiiw  tho  a 
They  were,  however,  outvoted  by  the  aged  1 
Xicotencatl,  Maxixca,  and  all  the  elder  ohj 
like  Montezuma,  believed  that  the  Span] 
the  beings  whose  coming  had  been  so  long  i 
by  the  oractes.  It  was  indeed  fortniMt« 
Spaniards  that  the  counsel  of  their  friend 
prevailed,  for  at  that  time  they  were  i 
infanU  in  the  liands  of  the  TIascalana. 

The   result  of  thb  debate   oomiug  to  i 
Cortes,  his  hojies  revived,  and  he  began  to  li 
him  for  some  active  empioymeut,  oa  the  1 
of  keeping  down  those   discontents  he    hai 
had  BO  much   difficulty  in  suppreaaiDg. 
tnnity  was  soon  forthcoming. 

When  the  general  descended  the  plateau  to  fl 
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Narvnez,  be  had  left  a  quantity  of  gold  in  the  hands 
of  the  Tlascalana.  Upon  his  return  to  Mexico,  nfter 
the  defeat  of  Kurvavz.  be  alill  left  the  treasure,  but 
under  the  cure  of  a  number  of  invalided  Boldiera,  who 
were  to  rejoin  him  in  the  capital  after  the  suppression 
of  the  tumult  caused  by  Alvaiixdo's  measures.  Cortea 
DOW  heurd  iixim  bis  friend  Sfaxixca,  that  some  time 
before  a  party  of  five  borseiuen  and  forty  foot,  who, 
paaaing  through  TlascaU,  en  route  from  Yera  Cruz,  had 
undertaken  to  <«cort  the  iuvalida  and  the  treasure,  had 
been  encountered  and  put  to  death  by  the  Te|ieacaDB, 
B  people  who  inhabited  a  neighbouring  province. 

This  was  aufficieut  for  a  eaatu  belli.  80  Cortes,  pat- 
ting himself  at  the  head  of  hia  small  corps  of  Spaniards 
and  a  large  body  of  Tlascalan^,  under  the  command  of 
Xicotencatl  (for  the  latter  now  volunteered  to  aerva 
under  the  Spanish  chief  by  whom  he  had  been  so  often 
defeat«d),  marched  upon  Tepeaca.  After  a  bloody 
battle  the  Tejjeaeana  were  defeated;  and  great  nnm- 
bers,  by  way  of  punishment  for  what  the  Spanish 
general  was  pleased  to  call  rebellion,  were  branded 
on  the  arm  an  elaveti,  and  their  capital  made  the 
Bit«  of  a  Spanish  town,  which  Cortea  tuiraed  Stgura 
d«  la  Fronlera — "Security  of  the  Frootit-r."  From 
Segura,  which  he  made  hia  head-quarters,  he  led 
and  sent  forth  into  the  dtfiei'ent  provinces  so  many 
expeditions,  and  with  such  success,  that  between 
July  and  December  he  had,  either  by  conquest,  t^^n'or, 
or  negotiating,  tairly  undermined  the  power  of  the 
Mexican  emperor.  Nay,  so  renowned  had  become  hia 
name,  that  belligerent  states  Bonglit  his  intervention,  and 
allied  themaelvcs  with  him  against  the  Aztec  empero^ 
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The  tide  of  fortune  was  onoe  more  ronning  in 
favour  of  Cortes.  His  native  alliances  were  day  by 
day  swelling  the  numbers  of  his  Indian  auxiliaries, 
and  his  countrymen,  by  the  late  brilliant  successes, 
had,  for  the  greater  part,  become  reconciled  to  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  war.  It  was  true  that  many  of 
Narvaez's  soldiers  still  insisted  and  obtained  permission 
to  return  to  Cuba;  but  then  these  few  were  replaced 
by  an  unexpected  reinforcement  of  150  well  armed, 
ammunitioned,  and  provisioned  Spaniards. 

The  latter  had  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  in  three  dif- 
ferent parties.  The  first  came  with  stores  from  the 
€k)vernor  of  Cuba,  and  with  orders  from  Velasquez  to 
take  back  Cortes  in  chains,  as  he  believed  Narvaez  to 
be  in  supreme  power.  The  Governor  of  Vera  Cruz 
permitted  the  captain  and  crew  to  land,  and  then 
seized  them.  The  other  two  parties  had  been  made 
prisoners  in  a  similar  manner,  but  perhaps  not  unwil- 
lingly; for  there  was  a  magic  in  the  name  of  Cortes 
that  drew  all  new-comers  to  his  banner.  To  add  to 
the  generaFs  good  fortune,  about  the  same  time  a 
merchant  adventurer  landed  with  a  ship  laden  with 
every  description  of  military  stores,  all  of  which,  to- 
gether with  the  crew,  were  bargained  for  by  Cortes* 
lieutenant. 

The  Spanish  general,  who  was  then  at  Segura,  no 
sooner  heard  this  good  news  than  he  at  once  set  out 
for  Tlascala,  at  which  place  he  was  received  with  every 
demonstration  of  joy — with  triumphal  arches,  dances, 
songs,  and  waving  of  banners.  But  he  was  grieved  to 
hear  that  his  good  friend,  Maxixca,  had  died  of  small- 
pox.    That  disease,  by  the  way,  had  recently  been 
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idiicei]  into  the  country  by  a  negro  slave  belong- 
Uig  to  tlie  gpaniali  camp,  Cartes  nttired  liimself  in 
mourning,  and  adopted  Bfuxixca's  son,  who,  upon 
being  baptized,  waa  knighted  by  the  general 

Cortes  now  feeling  himself  BufBcicntly  powerful,  de- 
termined at  once  to  be^ege  Mexico.  The  sad  experi- 
ence, however,  of  the  "melancholy  night,"  had  taught 
hini  the  impossibility  of  Buccess  without  shipping.    But 
how  was  that  to  be  obtained,  and,  if  obtained,  tmna- 
part«d   through  woods,  forests,  and  across  mountains, 
to  the  valley  of  Mexica      To  the  iLuing  genius  of  this 
great  man  everything  seemed  jiosaible.     In  this  casts 
be  ordei-ed  Martin  Lopez,  the  builder  of  the  brigan- 
tines  in  Montezuma's  time,  a.nd  who  had  fortunately 
escaped  the  tragedy  of  the  causeway,  to  build  thirteen 
on  the  same  model;  but  so  to  construct  them  that  they 
might  be  taken  to  pieces  again  and  carried  on  the 
shoulders  of  natives  to  the  Lake  of  Tezcuco,  where, 
when  put  together,  he  intended  them  lo  be  launched. 
It  was  a  grand  though  an  impiobable  scheme,  but,  as 
■we  shall  hereafter  find,  successfully  carried  out     The 
timber  was  to  be  hewn  down  from  the  forests  by  the 
'  natives.     The  rails,  rigging,  and  iron-work  were  to  be 
^fetched  from  Vera  Cruz,  where  they  had   remained 
'  unce  the  memoruble  time  when  he  had  ordered  the 
diNmaulling  and  destruotion  of  the  shipping  which  had 
Sbrought  the  Spaniards  from  Cuba.     Before  setting  out 
'upon  the  march,  the  general  held  a  review  of  his  forces. 
'^Ha  had  now  about  600  Spaniards,  40  of  whom  were 
^»VRli'y,  together  with  80  arquebusiers  and  cross-bow 
Phien.     The  rest  were  armed  with  sword  ami  target, 
^od   with    cop]^ier-headed  pikea.      The  native   I 
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coDButed  of  the  flower  of  Tlascala  to  the  nDmber  vi 
150,000.  Tliese  were  arranged  is  four  dividoiu,  mA 
Iwing  uommaniled  b;  a  great  chief. 

When  the  Spaniards  were  di'awii  up  in  line  et 
taarch,  Cortea  rode  through  the  ranks  exhorting  then 
t«  be  tnie  to  themaelves ;  to  remeinber  that  they  wm 
marching  ogalnBt  r^eU,  barbarinna,  the  enemies  of  Uicir 
religion.  They  were  to  fight  the  battle  of  tb«  Cm 
and  of  the  crown ;  to  wipe  out  the  stain  fvam  tber 
amtH;  and  to  avenge  the  loss  of  thoae  de&r  compamd 
who  had  been  slain  on  the  field,  or  on  the  aoc 
altar  of  sacrifice.  "  Never,"  conclnded  the  politie 
"was  there  a  war  which  offered  higher  inoeottva 
Christian  cavaliers— a  war  which  opened  up 
renown  in  thia  life,  and  imperiBhable  gloiyj 
oome."  As  if  with  one  Toice,  the  soldiKv 
"  We  are  readj  to  die  in  defence  of  the 
either  conquer  or  leave  our  bones  with  tlioae  of  i 
countrymen  in  the  waters  of  Teicuca" 

The  Tiascalans  he  addressed  through  Dotia 
telling  them  he  wa^  going  to  fight  their  hattiM 
their  ancient  enemies,  and  begged  them  to 
him  in  a  manner  worthy  of  their  renowned 
The   Indians  replied   bf  tdiouta  or  felk 
against  the  Mexicans. 

As  the  general  could  not  attack  Mexico 
brigantines,  and  he  did  not  desire  to  enoomber 
with  useless  mouths,  he  chose  but  10,000  of  tha' 
calans  to  avcompauy  him  to  Teocuoo,  leAvii^ 
for  the  remainder  to  follow  when   th« 
finished.     With  this  force  attached  to  hia 
lie  set  out  on  the  28th  of  December,  lfiSOt» 
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toilaome  march,  the  cold  being  so  intense  that  the 
troope  suffered  severely.  Upon  the  3 1st,  however, 
they  hegBOi  the  descent  of  the  sierra  leading  to  the 
capital  Then  the  temperature  became  changed.  But 
on  coming  to  a  spot  from  whence  their  eyes  could  rest 
upon  the  beautiful  valley  of  Mexico,  they  could  not 
withhold  their  admiration  of  the  fair  scene.  The 
remembrance,  however,  of  their  disasters  speedily 
aroused  bitter  feelings.  They  swore  to  each  other 
that  they  would  never  quit  the  country,  but  conquer 
or  die.  "  And  our  minds  once  resolved,**  said  Cortes, 
in  one  of  his  letters,  ''  we  moved  forward  with  as  light 
a  step  as  if  we  had  been  going  on  an  errand  of  certain 
pleasure.** 

That  evening  they  halted  at  Coatepeque,  a  city  subject 
to  Tezcuco.  The  place  was  deserted;  and  as  Cortes 
Imew  it  was  populous  enough  to  furnish  150,000  war- 
riors, he  had  a  sleepless  night,  for  every  moment  he 
expected  a  sudden  attack.  But  although  his  fears 
proved  groundless,  the  next  morning  he  resumed  his 
march  in  considerable  perplexity  as  to  what  could  be 
the  intentions  of  the  Tezcucans,  upon  whose  capital 
he  was  now  marching.  But  scarcely  had  he  set  forth 
when  seven  Tezcucan  chiefs  were  seen  approaching. 
A  golden  banner,  the  emblem  of  peace,  was  borne 
before  them.  As  they  came  into  the  presence  of 
Cortes  the  banner  was  lowered,  and  the  chiefs,  de- 
claring they  brought  a  message  from  the  King  of 
Tezcuco,  implored  the  general  to  spare  his  territory, 
and  take  up  his  residence  in  the  capital;  moreover, 
promising  to  become  a  vassal  to  the  King  of  Spain. 
The  general  answered  coldly,  sternly  demanding  an 
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account  of  the  massacre  of  some  forty-five  Spaniards, 
which  had  been  perpetrated  a  short  time  before  by  their 
king,  Coanaco,  and  further,  requiring  immediate  resti- 
tution of  a  large  quantity  of  gold  that  had  been  taken 
from  them.  With  great  humility  the  nobles  replied 
by  throwing  the  whole  blame  upon  the  new  emperor, 
Guatemozin,  who  had  commanded  the  deed  and  still 
had  possession  of  the  treasure.  They  also  said  their 
king  prayed  that  Cortes  would  not  enter  the  city  that 
day,  but  pass  the  night  in  the  suburbs,  so  that  he  might 
have  time  to  prepare  suitable  accommodation  for  him. 
The  general  dismissed  the  envoys  with  a  promise 
that  the  property  of  the  Tezcucans  should  be  respected, 
but,  little  heeding  their  last  request,  proceeded  on  his 
march,  and  that  night  halted  at  a  village  in  the  out- 
skirts of  the  capital  The  next  morning  the  army 
entered  the  city,  but  the  place  seemed  deserted,  neither 
did  any  of  the  chiefs  come  to  welcome  him.  Alarmed 
at  this,  he  ordered  some  soldiera  to  ascend  the  great 
temple  and  survey  the  city.  Captain  Diaz,  who  was 
one  of  the  party,  says, — ''  From  the  top  of  this  temple 
we  observed  that  all  the  people  were  in  movement^ 
canying  ofi*  their  children  and  efiects  to  the  woods^  the 
reedy  border  of  the  lake,  and  to  a  number  of  canoes 
collected  for  the  purpose."  Cortes  now  saw  the  pur- 
port of  the  king*s  desire  that  he  should  remain  in  the 
suburbs ;  it  was,  that  he  and  his  people  might  evacuate 
the  city.  Coanaco  had  indeed  escaped  beyond  his 
power.  The  general,  however,  determined  to  turn  his 
flight  to  his  own  account;  so  he  called  a  meeting  of  the 
few  inhabitants  lefl,  and  nominally  by  their  advice 
and  election,  raised  a  younger  brother  of  the  fugitive 


IXTLILXOCHITL.  245 

king  to  tbe  throne.  The  name  of  this  prince  was 
Ixtlilxochitl,  and  so  great  was  his  gratitude  to  Cortes 
for  his  advancement,  that  he  remained  throughout  the 
whole  war  the  firm  friend  of  the  Spaniards.  "  History," 
Bays  Prescott  justly,  "should  certainly  not  defraud  this 
prince  of  his  meed  of  glory — the  melancholy  glory  of 
having  contributed^  nwre  than  any  other  cliie/lain  of 
Anahuac,  to  rivet  the  chains  of  the  white  man  round 
the  necks  of  his  countrymen.**  When  it  became  known 
to  the  refugees  from  Tezcuco  that  a  prince  of  their  old 
royal  family  had  been  seated  upon  the  throne,  the 
greater  part  of  them  returned  to  the  capital.  As  we 
shall  see,  however,  it  was  but  to  become  virtually  the 
slaves  of  the  Spanish  general  The  city  of  Tezcuco 
stood  about  half  a  league  from  the  great  salt  lake: 
indeed,  it  was  for  that  reason  Cortes  had  chosen  it  for 
his  head-quarters.  The  size  and  number  of  its  build- 
ings rendered  it  easily  convertible  into  a  fortress ;  and 
when  the  brigantines  should  be  brought,  he  could  easily 
have  them  put  together  there  and  launched.  But  it 
was  necessary  that  this  should  be  done  within  the 
city :  he  determined,  therefore,  to  cut  a  canal  through 
the  whole  distance  between  the  palace  in  which  he 
lodged  and  the  basin  of  the  lake.  It  was  the  idea  of 
a  giant;  but  then  Indian  lives  were  cheap.  He  had 
but  to  command,  and  some  8,000  Tezcucans,  under  the 
direction  of  the  newly-created  king,  were  set  to  work 
preparing  a  water-way  that  should  float  the  brigantines 
from  the  capital  to  the  lake. 

When  it  had  become  known  throughout  Anahuac 
that  the  Spaniards  had  taken  possession  of  the  second 
city  in  the  empire,  many  of  the  great  chieftains  sent  in 
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their  submission  to  Cortes,  declaring  tbemselves  the 
faithful  Tassals  of  Spain.  The  Spanish  general  ac- 
cepted their  adhesion,  and  promised  to  protect  them 
from  the  vengeance  of  the  Aztec  emperor,  conditionally 
that  they  should  deliver  over  to  him  every  Mexican 
who  entered  their  territories.  Some  Aztec  chiefs  thus 
fell  into  his  hands.  These  he  released  and  sent  to  the 
young  emperor,  with  what  I  must  think  rather  an 
impudent  message.  It  was  to  the  effect,  that  if 
Guatemozin  would  at  once  surrender  his  capital  into 
the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  he  would  pardon  the  past, 
and  so  save  the  city  the  horrors  of  a  siege.  These 
overtures  being  treated  with  contempt^  Cortes  resolved 
to  commence  operations  by  an  attack  upon  Iztapalapan. 
In  this  resolve  he  was  actuated  as  much  by  revenge 
as  policy ;  for  that  beautiful  city  had  been  the  private 
property  of  Cuitlahua,  the  brother  of  Montezuma,  the 
same  prince  whom  Cortes  had  released  from  prison, 
and  had  sent  to  open  the  markets,  but  who,  it  will 
be  remembered,  headed  the  Mexicans  in  their  great 
attack  upon  the  Spaniard's  quartera  It  was  true 
that  Cuitlahua,  who  had  been  chosen  emperor,  had 
since  died  of  the  small-pox,  and  had  been  succeeded 
in  the  throne  by  his  nephew,  Guatemozin;  but  then 
the  people  of  Iztapalapan  entertained  as  hearty  a 
hatred  of  the  Spaniards  as  their  late  prince,  and  were 
then  the  most  loyal  vassals  of  the  Aztec  sovereign. 

Leaving  Sandoval  in  command  of  Tezcuco,  Cortes^ 
at  the  head  of  218  Spaniards  and  4,000  Tlascalans, 
set  out  on  his  march  along  the  eastern  border  of  the 
great  salt  kke.  When  they  were  within  three-quarters 
of  a  league  of  the  city,  they  saw  a  great  number  of 


THE  MEXICANS  DE8TR0T  THE  DIKES.  247 

Indians  in  canoes  working  at  the  mole  which  dammed 
in  the  water  from  the  city.  Regardless,  however,  of 
all  but  vengeance,  the  general  passed  on,  and  after  a 
desperate  battle,  in  which  more  than  6,000  men, 
women,  and  children  were  slaughtered,  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  town.  The  scene  that  now  ensued 
was  fearful.  The  Tlascalans  fell  upon  tlie  people 
like  famished  wolves.  The  Spaniards  plundered  and 
burned  in  every  direction  till  stayed  by  the  darkness 
of  night  The  sentinels  were  then  posted.  But  sud- 
denly the  hoarse  rippling  of  waters  fell  upon  their 
ears.  "The  dikes,  the  dikes  are  broken!"  screamed 
the  Tlascalans.  The  labour  of  those  men  in  the 
canoes  was  now  accounted  for.  Like  the  Hollanders 
at  a  later  period,  the  Mexicans  had  determined,  in  case 
of  defeat,  to  let  the  water  of  the  salt  lake  in  upon 
the  invaders.  Cortes  ordered  a  retreat.  The  moon 
was  up,  otherwise  not  one  man  would  have  escaped 
alive.  As  it  was,  many  Tlascalans  were  drowned. 
All  the  plunder  wbs  lost,  the  powder  spoiled,  and  the 
Spaniards  so  benumbed  by  the  cold  winds  and  satur- 
ated with  the  brine,  that  they  could  scarce  di'ag  their 
limbs  along.  "  But  what  provoked  us  more,"  says 
Captain  Diaz,  "  was  the  laughter  and  mockings  of  the 
Mexicans,  who  studded  the  lake  with  canoes,  and 
attacked  us  with  stones  and  arrows." 

The  destruction  of  Iztapalapan,  however,  notwith- 
standing the  disasters  of  the  night,  was  of  great  service 
to  Cortes,  for,  a  few  days  after,  several  of  the  neigh- 
bouring cities  sent  in  their  allegiance.  Among  these 
were  Otumba  and  Chalco.  The  latter  was  situated  on 
the  eastern  extremity  of  the  Lake  Chalco,  and  at  that 
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time  was  occupied  by  Mexican  troops.  These  being 
distaflteful  to  the  Chalcan  chiefs,  they  sent  secretly  a 
message  to  Cortes,  proposing  to  put  themselves  under 
his  protection  if  he  would  expel  the  garrison.  The 
general  at  once  sent  a  division  under  Sandoval,  who, 
after  a  pitched  battle,  took  possession  of  the  place,  left 
a  garrison,  and  then  returned  with  two  of  the  chiefs  to 
head-quarters. 

After  gaining  many  such  advantages,  Cortes  again 
made  overtures  of  peace  to  Guatemozin;  but  the  young 
emperor,  whose  spirit  was  as  dauntless  as  that  of  his 
opponent,  replied  by  a  command  to  his  officers,  that 
every  Spaniard  taken  prisoner  should  be  at  once  sent 
to  the  stone  of  sacrifice. 

News  now  arrived  that  the  brigantines  were  ready. 
Sandoval  was  therefore  despatched  to  carry  them  to 
Tezcuco.  That  gallant  officer  met  them  on  the  road. 
They  were  thirteen  in  number;  had  been  tried  upon 
one  of  the  Tlascalan  lakes ;  then  taken  to  pieces,  and 
in  the  latter  condition  carried  upon  the  shoulders  of 
8,000  tamaneSf  or  poi-ters.  They  were  escorted,  also, 
by  20,000  wairiors,  which,  with  the  force  of  Spaniards, 
was  sufficient  to  protect  them  from  the  enemy. 

As  they  approached  the  town,  Cortes  and  his  officers, 
in  gala  attire,  came  out  to  meet  them.  The  Tlascalan 
chiefs  and  their  warriors  were  dressed  in  their  bravest 
war  costume.  As  they  marched  through  the  streets  of 
the  capital  to  the  sound  of  comet  and  atabal,  amidst 
the  acclamations  of  the  Spaniards,  they  made  the  city 
ring  with  shouts  of  "Castile  and  Tlasoala;"  "Long 
live  the  emperor"  (Charles  V.  of  Spain).  "  It  was  a 
marvellous  thing/'  wrote  Cortes  in  one  of  his  letters 
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to  Spain,  "  that  few  have  seen,  or  even  heard  of,  this 
transportation  of  thirteen  vessels  of  war  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  men  for  nearly  twenty  leagues  across  the 
mountains !" 

The  general  gave  a  warm  welcome  to  the  brave 
Tlascalans,  and  hearty  thanks  for  their  services.  But 
these  barbarians  were  as  impatient  as  blood-hounds 
upon  the  scent  They  were  near  their  hated  enemies. 
"  We  come,"  they  cried,  "  to  fight  under  your  banner; 
to  avenge  our  common  quarrel :  therefore,  lead  us  at 
once  against  the  enemy."  "  Wait  till  you  are  rested, 
and  you  will  have  your  hands  full,"  was  the  reply. 
Cortes  kept  his  word.  While  the  ships  were  being 
pat  together,  he  determined  to  reconnoitre  Mexico, 
and,  if  possible,  hold  communication  with  Guatemozin 
himself  For  this  purpose  he  put  himself  at  the  head 
of  250  infantry,  30  cavalry,  and  the  whole  of  the  Tlas- 
calans,  and  proceeded  round  the  northern  part  of  the 
salt  lake.  Each  day  severe  skirmishes  took  place; 
bat,  during  the  expedition,  no  Spaniard  was  killed. 
At  one  time  the  general  was  in  serious  danger,  for  he 
had  permitted  himself  to  be  decoyed  across  the  fiEital 
causeway.  The  main  object  of  the  expedition,  how- 
ever, was  defeated  by  the  obstinacy  or,  rather,  implac- 
able hatred  of  the  Mexicans,  between  whom  and  the 
Spaniards  such  scenes  as  the  following  frequently  oc- 
curred : — ^Tou  must  imagine  that,  finding  a  favourable 
opportunity,  Cortes  has  requested  that  one  of  the 
chiefs  might  come  forward  and  hold  a  parley  with  hioL 
"  We  are  all  chiefs;  whatever  you  have  to  say,  say 
openly."  Finding  the  general  does  not  reply,  they 
ask, — "  Why  do  you  not  pay  another  visit  to  the  capi- 
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tair  adding,  tauntingly, — "  But  perhaps  Malinche  does 
not  expect  to  find  here  another  Montezuma  as  obedient 
to  his  commands  as  the  former."  "  As  for  you,"  they 
would  cry  to  the  Tlascalans,  ''you  are  women,  who 
would  never  have  ventured  so  near  here  but  for  the 
protection  of  the  white  men."  "  You  must  soon  give 
in;  you  are  dying  of  hunger,  and  we  will  not  let  you 
come  out  to  seek  food,"  would  be  the  answer  of  some 
Tlascalan.  "  We  are  in  no  want  of  food ;  if  we  were 
we  would  eat  Tlascalans  and  Spaniards,"  they  would 
reply,  sneeringly ;  at  the  same  time,  perhaps,  throwing 
maize  cakes  to  the  Spaniards;  adding, — "  Take  and  eat 
if  you  are  hungry;  we  are  not  so  in  the  least"  Then, 
sometimes,  regular  combats  would  take  place  between 
the  Tlascalans  and  Mexicans,  wherein  one  or  more 
champions  would  fight  on  each  side,  to  vindicate  the 
honour  of  their  respective  countries;  and  with  such  fair- 
ness  were  these  combats  d  Poutrance  conducted,  and  with 
such  skill  did  they  manage  their  weapons,  that  they 
drew  forth  the  admiration  of  the  Spaniards,  at  that 
period  a  people  most  conspicuous  among  Europeans  for 
their  chivah'ous  practices. 

Upon  his  return  to  Tezcuco,  Cortes  again  received  a 
message  from  Chalco,  soliciting  aid  against  the  Mexi- 
cans. Sandoval  was  again  sent  to  their  aid.  This 
officer  and  his  detachment  having  performed  prodigies 
of  valour,  returned  to  Tezcuco.  As  soon,  however,  as 
his  back  was  turned  upon  the  town,  it  was  once  more 
invested  by  another  body  of  the  enemy,  and  the  Chal- 
cans  sent  a  message  to  Cortes,  telling  him  they  were 
now  in  as  great  danger  as  before.  These  messengers 
airived  simultaneously  with  Sandoval  and  his  army. 
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when  the  general,  suspecting  8onio  negligence  on  the 
pArt  of  his  ofGcer,  seveivl^  reprinmoJcHl  him,  and 
ordered  liim  bock  to  Chalco.  In  silunce  Saudoval 
obeyed,  but,  upon  his  return,  wounded  bj  the  treats 
uent  he  hod  received,  retired  to  his  own  quarters 
without  presenting  himself  before  his  chief. 

The  coolness,  however,  between  these  brave  men  did 

not  long  continue;  for  Cortes,  having  discovered  his 

error,  made  the  most  amj>le  apologies  to  SandovAL 

Soon  after  he  received  news  that  three  vessels  had 

'     arrived  at  Villa  Rica  with  300  men,  80  horses,  and 

a  Urge  supply  of  anna  and  aramuuitiou,     This  was 

'     welcome  intelligence  for    tho  general,   but   as  good 

-     came  to  the  soldiew;  for  a  SominicaD  friar  had  arrived 

'     in  the  same  ship,  bringing   a  quantity  of  pontifical 

*"'    bulla,  oflcring  indulgences  to  those  engaged  iu   war 

'*    againat  the  in6del.     This  was  a  profilAble  transaction 

^^    fiir  the  good  bther;  for  mich  a  prosperous  traffic  did 

^  be  drive  in  these  spiritual  wars,  that  at  the  end  of  a 

I*  few  moatha  ha  rataimed  to  Siuiu  well  freighted  wUJL 

MIIl_.    J 
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Again  did  the  Chalcans  crave  the  a&sistance  of  the 
Spaniards,  sending  also  a  large  picture  upon  white  cloth, 
on  which  were  depicted  several  strong  places  in  their 
neighbourhood,  garrisoned  by  the  Aztecs,  and  from 
which  they  expected  annoyance. 

This  time  Cortes  led  the  troops  himself.  The  expe- 
dition lasted  nearly  three  weeks.  During  that  period 
many  desperate  encounters  took  place.  In  one  of 
these  the  general  had  a  narrow  escape.  The  story  is 
as  follows: — Cortes,  who,  with  a  few  followers,  was 
standing  at  the  entrance  of  a  city  that  had  just  been 
taken,  was  suddenly  assailed  by  a  large  body  of  Indians. 
"With  his  usual  fearlessness  he  threw  himself  into  their 
midst,  hoping  to  check  their  advance;  but  his  own  fol- 
lowers were  too  few  to  support  him,  and  he  was  over- 
whelmed. His  horse  lost  his  footing  and  fell;  and 
Cortes,  who  received  a  severe  blow  on  the  head  before 
he  could  rise,  was  seized  and  dragged  off  in  triumph. 
At  this  critical  moment  a  Tlascalan  sprang,  like  one  of 
the  wild  animals  of  his  own  forests,  into  the  midst  of 
the  Mexicans,  and  endeavoured  to  tear  his  general 
away  from  their  grasp.  Two  of  his  servants  also 
speedily  came  to  the  rescue,  and  Cortes,  with  their 
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ftid  and  that  of  the  brave  Tlascalan,  succeeded  in 
shaking  off  his  enemies.  To  vault  into  the  saddle  and 
brandish  his  lance  was  the  work  of  a  moment.  But  a 
party  of  cavalry  coming  up  immediately,  the  enemy  were 
driven  off.  This  was  Cortes'  narrowest  escape.  Indeed, 
had  not  the  Aztecs  so  earnestly  desired  to  secure  him 
alive  for  sacrifice,  he  must  have  been  slain.  About  the 
same  time  four  Spaniards,  who  had  been  taken  by  the 
Mexicans,  were  sacrificed  by  the  order  of  Guatemozin. 
Their  arms  and  legs  were  cut  off,  and  sent  round  to 
the  different  cities,  with  a  message  that  such  should  be 
the  fate  of  the  enemies  of  Mexico.  After  the  battle 
in  which  he  had  so  narrowly  escaped  the  sacrificial 
stone,  Cortes  marched  to  Tacuba,  the  capital  of  the 
Tepanecs.  The  general  and  his  officers  ascended  the 
chief  temple.  From  its  summit  they  could  see  the 
whole  of  the  beautiful  valley  of  Mexico.  The  grand 
city,  with  its  broad  lake  covered  with  boats  and 
baiges,  some  laden  with  merchandise,  others  crowded 
with  warriors,  gave  great  delight  to  the  soldiers,  who, 
says  Diaz,  ''all  agreed  in  giving  glory  to  Crod  for 
making  them  the  instruments  of  rendering  such  ser- 
vices, for  that  nothing  but  the  hand  of  Providence  could 
liave  led  their  countrymen  safe  through  the  heart  of 
that  powerful  empire."  The  general  had  other  thoughts. 
He  was  grieving  for  the  loss  of  two  favourite  servants 
who  had  recently  been  taken  and  sacrificed  by  the 
Aztecs.  He  was  thinking  upon  the  loss  of  so  many 
brave  companions— of  the  fatal  noche  triste:  all  brought 
Tividly  before  him  as  he  gazed  upon  that  fair  but  &tal 
city,  and  he  sighed  deeply. 

''Take  comfort,  sir^**  said  one  of  his  captains;  "you 
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must  not  lay  tliese  things  to  Heart;  it  is  after  all  but 
the  fortune  of  war.*' 

"  True,"  he  replied ;  "  still  it  fills  me  with  pain  when 
I  think  of  the  toil  and  dangers  my  brave  followers 
have  yet  to  encounter  before  we  can  call  yon  city 
ours.  But,"  he  added,  energetically,  "the  time  has 
now  come  when  we  must  put  our  hands  to  the  work. 
For  their  sufferings  these  Aztecs  will  have  themselves 
alone  to  blame.  You  are  my  witness  how  often  I  have 
endeavoured  to  persuade  yonder  capital  peacefully  to 
submit."  This  was  strange  language  for  one  whom 
my  readers  cannot  but  regard  as  the  chief  of  an  army 
of  pirates  and  freebooters.  It  shows  us,  however,  that 
Cortes  had  no  such  notion  of  himself,  but  rather  that 
he  was  engaged  in  a  holy  crusade,  and  the  instrument 
appointed  by  God  to  plant  the  Cross  upon  the  blood- 
stained towers  of  that  heathen  capital.  This  scene 
of  the  conqueror  brooding  over  the  coming  doom  of 
Mexico  was  so  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  soldiers 
that  one  among  them  made  it  the  burden  of  a  romance, 
which  was  very  popular  in  its  day.  As  rendered  into 
English  by  Prescott,  the  first  verse  runs  thus : — 

"  In  Tacnba  stood  Ck>rtefl, 

With  many  cares  opprest; 
Thoughts  of  the  past  came  o*er  him, 

And  he  bowed  his  hanghty  crest. 
One  hand  npon  his  cheek  he  laid, 

The  other  on  his  breast, 
While  his  valiant  squadrons  round  him,"  &c 

Upon  the  return  of  the  army  to  Tezcuco  they  found 
the  brigantines  ready  for  launching,  and  the  canal  pre- 
pared to  receive  them.     Delighted  at  this  despatch 
Coi-tes'  only  thought  now  was  the  proper  arrangemenw 
of  his  forces,  and  the  manning  of  his  ships,  i^eady 
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for  an  assault  upon  the  doomed  city.  These  prepara- 
tions were,  however,  well-nigh  proving  useless,  for 
one  night  a  soldier  came  to  the  general's  quarters 
and  earnestly  sought  a  private  audience.  This  being 
instantly  gituited,  the  man  threw  himself  at  his  chiefs 
feet,  declaring  that  he  was  one  of  a  party  who  had 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  assassinate  him.  The 
diabolical  scheme,  he  said,  had  been  formed  by  one 
Yillafaila,  a  great  friend  of  the  Governor  of  Cuba,  in 
conjunction  with  several  others  of  Narvaez*s  troops. 
The  plan  was  as  follows: — They  had  heard  that  a 
vessel  had  just  arrived  at  Villa  Kica  £rom  Spain,  so 
that  communications  might  be  expected  hourly.  They 
intended  to  enter  the  apartment  of  Cortes  when  he 
was  seated  at  table  eating  with  his  captains,  and  pre- 
sent him  with  a  letter,  which  they  would  pretend 
had  come  from  his  father,  Don  Martin;  and  while 
be  was  engaged  in  breaking  it  open  they  would  fall 
on  him  and  his  officers  and  despatch  them  with  their 
poignards.  Having  perpetrated  the  crime,  they  further 
intended  to  propose  the  chief  command  to  Francisco 
Verdugo,  a  brother-in-law  of  Velasquez.  As  for  the 
sabordinate  officers,  they  had  already  appointed  them 
in  place  of  Sandoval,  Olid,  Alvarado,  and  othera 

Thunderstruck  at  this  disclosure,  Cortes  did  not  lose 
his  presence  of  mind.  But,  detaining  the  penitent 
conspirator,  he  sent  for  Alvarado,  Sandoval,  and  other 
officers  marked  out  by  the  assassins  for  destruction, 
and  having  repeated  the  story,  at  once  went  with  them, 
accompanied  by  four  Alguacils,  to  the  quarters  of 
Villafafia,  whom  they  found  seated  in  close  conference 
with  three  or  four  friends.    Confounded  at  the  sudden 
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apjioai-ance  of  the  general,  Tillafana  had  barely 
to  suatob  a  |iaper  contoinJng  the  siguHtures  of  the  con* 
federutea  ti-om  hu  boiwni,  and  &tteni]>t  to  swallow  tb 
Cortes  was  too  qiilck  for  bim;  be  seized  the  paper,  and 
having  glanced  dowa  the  names,  tore  the  scroll 
pieccfl.  Yillafaila  was  at  once  tried,  condemned,  and 
hanged  from  the  windowa  of  his  own  (jimrters. 

We  can  imagine  the  horror  of  those  who  had  affix«c| 
their  siguatures  to  that  fatal  list,  and  the  deadly  anxiety 
nitb  which  each  man  must  have  awitited  a  similar  fate> 
But  Cortes  was  content  with  punishing  the  ringteadt 
nay,  he  could  not  afford  to  lose  so  many  men.  He  there- 
fore gave  out  that  Viltafana,  upon  his  arrest,  had'' 
swallowed  the  paper;  and,  being  tamoua  for  extractiiig; 
advantage  from  evil,  this  time  he  established  a  bo^T 
giiai'd ;  for,  after  such  an  attempt  upon  his  life,  he  conlj 
do  it  without  giving  ofience,  and  it  proved  of  goo4 
service  to  him  during  the  seige. 

The  canal,  which  had  taken  8,000  men  two  montli^ 
to  complete,  being  ready  on  the  28th  of  April,  the  brig> 
autiues  were  floated  into  the  lake  with  great  solemnitfi. 
The  troops  were  drawn  up  under  arms,  mass  \ns  per- 
formed,  every  man,  together  vrith  the  general,  oonfened 
and  received  the  sacrament.  Pmyera  were  offered  up 
by  Father  Olmedo,  invoking  a  blessing  upon  the  little 
navy;  and  aa  the  vessels,  one  after  the  other,  dropped 
down  the  canal,  and  entered  the  great  lake  amidst  the 
sound  of  music  and  the  bellowing  of  cannon,  eveiy  man 
felt  that  the  Aztec  capitaJ  was  a  doomed  city.  "Ha 
scene  touched  the  st«m  hearts  of  the  conquerors,"  sifi 
Prescott,  "  with  a,  glow  of  rapture,  and,  as  they  felt  thtt 
Heaven  had  blessed  their  undertaking,  tbey  broke  filrth 
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hj  general  accord  into  .the  noble  anthem  of  the  Te 
Deum."  But  there  was  not  one  of  that  vast  multitude 
for  whom  the  sight  had  deeper  interest  than  their  com- 
mander; for  he  looked  on  it  as  the  work,  in  a  manner, 
of  his  own  hands ;  and  his  bosom  swelled  with  exulta- 
tion as  he  felt  he  was  now  possessed  of  a  power  strong 
enough  to  command  the  lake,  and  to  shake  the  haughty 
towers  of  Tenochtitlan. 
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Tepcjacne,  a  town  upon  the  uortliem  bordci"  of  the 
gceat  lake,  pnsaed  tbraugh  tlie  middle  of  the  city, 
tertninatiug  betweeu  the  two  towns  of  Iztapalapan 
aud  Cuyoacun.  From  the  latter  city  a  wide  causeway, 
poR.'dug  in  an  ol>lique  direction,  joined  the  trunk  about 
midway  between  the  mainland  and  the  city.  Upon 
the  northern  side  another  broncli  led  from  the  inain 
trunk  to  Taculm,  on  the  eastern  bonier  of  the  lakei 
Upon  the  west  there  was  no  commuuicatioa  lietwcon 
the  capital  and  the  city  of  Tezcuco — iiotliing  but  a 
great  ex])aiiae  of  water;   hence  the  uae  of  the  brigan- 

Now,  as  Cortes  detenniiied  to  invest  Mexioo,  so 
that  the  inhabitants  might  be  literally  Btarved  into  a 
speedy  surrender,  be  divided  his  forcea  into  three 
camps, — if  we  iaclude  the  brigantines  and  their  crewi, 
four.  The  first  division,  under  AU-ando,  consisting 
of  30  horsemen,  16  musketeers,  150  swordsuteu,  itnd 
20,000  TIascalauB  under  the  command  of  Xicot«Dcatl, 
he  ordered  to  take  [xiaseasiou  of  Tocuba,  thus  com- 
manding the  eastern  causeway,  A  similar  force  waa 
Kent,  under  De  Olid,  tj>  take  up  its  position  at 
Cuyoacan.  Thin  commanded  the  liranch  causeway 
leading  o«t  of  the  trunk  road.  The  chevaliiir  Sandoval, 
with  a  dozen  Spaniards  and  30,000  Indians,  waa  sent 
to  Iztapalapan,  with  orderB  to  destroy  that  town  and 
fight  his  way  across  the  causeway  to  Cuyoacan,  where 
lie  was  to  unite  with  De  Olid.  The  naval  division,  or 
brigantiues,  manned  by  300  men,  were  to  be  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  general;  for  he  counted  that 
to  be  the  key  of  the  whole  war. 

"  Now,"  liaid  Cortes,  in  his  address  to  the  Spaui' 
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"remember  you  are  Castiliftna.  Including  our  alii 
yre  have  an  army  such  as  the  Ilouiaus  never  coHected 
■with  our  vessels  we  are  masters  of  the  water;  with  or" 
horses  we  can  hold  tlie  plains;  while  uutliing  can) 
better  than  our  jioaitiou."  In  conclusion,  he  said,  " 
have  now  brought  you  to  the  goal  for  which  you  hai 
BO  long  [lanted.  In  a  few  days  I  will  jiluco  yott  bofoe 
the  gates  of  the  capital  from  which  you  were  drivi 
with  such  ignominy.  We  are  fighting  the  battles  ( 
the  faith,  for  our  honour,  riches,  revenge.  But 
have  brought  you  face  to  face  with  your  foe;  it  is  fi 
you  to  do  the  rest" 

When  the  deafening  cheers  with  which  this  li| 
raugue  was  received  had  subsided,  some  of  the  t^ut 
officers,  on  the  imii.  of  their  couipauions  iu 
declared  that  it  had  been  agreed  tliat  they  wouli 
not  quit  the  siege  uutil  they  had  conquered  or  died. 

In  order  that  the  Spaniards  should  not  be  emb 
rasaed  in  the  march,  the  Tlaacalans  were  ordered 
set  out  one  day  in  advance.  On  their  way,  faoweva 
Xicotencatl,  their  chief,  taking  ofienco  at  some  Insi 
offered  by  a  8[)aniard  to  a  relative,  threw  up  his  co 
mand  and  quitted  the  camp.  This  defection  com! 
to  the  ears  of  Cortes,  he  seut  messengera  ia  search 
the  fugitive,  who  were  desired  to  beg  of  him  to  reaui 
his  command,  and  remember  that  hia  father,  who  fa 
been  baptized,  was  on  such  friendly  tonns  with  t 
Spaniards,  that,  had  he  not  been  so  old  and  blind,  Jb 
would  have  led  his  countiymcn  against  Uie  Mexianft 
In  reply,  Xicotencutl  sent  a  dt'iiant  message  to  ikf 
effect,  that  had  his  counsels  prevailed  the  foreigi 
would  have  been  driven  frxim  the  land.     £untged  tt 
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this  reply,  und  fearing  the  consequences  of  go  important  a 
pcrsotinge  b«iiig  in  arms  against  liiiii,  Cortea  immdliatelj 
ordered  a  jiarty  of  horsemen  and  five  Indian  chiefs  to  go 
in  pursuit  of  the  contumacious  prince,  and  haug  hira 
wherever  they  found  liini.  The  party  were  HuccMafuI, 
and  tfa«i  brave,  patriotic  chieftain,  the  moat  patent  of 
the  princes  of  Tlaacola,  was  hanged  like  a  dog.  This 
vaa  one  of  the  mojit  daring  acta  in  th<i  career  of 
Cort«8;  more  especially  bo  aa  this  priuce  was  bo  rev- 
erenced by  hia  people  that  his  very  gnnnents  were 
torn  into  shreds  and  preserved  by  hia  countrymen  as 
holy  relics.  Commenting  upon  this  incident,  Arthur 
Helps  well  aaya, — "  The  three  things  in  a  man's 
character  which  are  beat  rewarded  in  this  world  are 
boldneas,  hardness,  and  circumapection.  Cortes  p06- 
seascd  the  first  and  last  quail ticationa  in  the  highest 
degree,  and,  if  he  was  not  by  nature  a  hard  man, 
had  the  power  of  summoning  up  hardness  whenever 
it  was  requisite  to  do  so." 

On  the  lOtfa  of  May,  1521 ,  Alvarado  and  Olid  quitted 
Teanico  in  company,  and  proceeded  hy  a  northern  cir- 
cuit of  the  lake  to  their  aepaoate  positions.  On  their 
way  they  cut  off  the  great  acquednct  of  Chapulteitec,  by 
which  Mexico  was  chiefly  supplii'd  with  water  from  the 
mainland.  Thia,  however,  they  did  not  effect  without  a 
severe  battle  with  a  large  bo<ly  of  Mexicans,  who  had 
been  posted  tliere  by  Guatemozin  to  protect  it.  Tacuba 
and  Cuyoacan,  with  their  reapectire  causeways,  being 
occupied  by  Alvarodo  and  Olid,  Sandoval  marched 
by  a  southern  circuit  to  occupy  Iztai>alap&n.  At 
thia  town  a  battle  took  place,  but  the  Sianiarda 
were  victorioua;  and,  as  they  were  enteiing  the  cit^. 
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general  himself  came  up  with  the  brigantines,  fat 
ftared  Sandoval  would  requiro  the  protection  of 
jHupB*  guos.  But  this  not  being  the  case,  andf 
OorteB  observing  that  a  great  hill  which  a 
the  water  (uow  called  Cerro  de  Marqufe)  wes  covered 
with  the  enemy  and  strongly  fortified,  he  attacked 
them,  and  put  all  but  the  women  and  children  to  the 
eword.  The  Mexicans,  and  the  inhabitants  of  othef 
townti  on  the  bother  of  the  lake,  learning  the  poaitiatf 
of  the  brigaDtines,  sent  out  an  armed  fiotiUa  of  50Q 
canoea ;  but  iw  might  so  many  elephants  among  &  flock 
of  sheep,  did  the  Spanish  veaaela  hear  down  the  liglrf 
craft  of  the  Aztecs^  and  those  which  escaped  vere  pun 
sued  by  the  bngantiiies  until  they  took  refuge  in  tbfl 
water  streets  of  the  capital  The  great  loss  of  the  Mexi 
cans  may  be  guessed  from  the  words  of  the  chi-oaicls 
who  writes,  "  That  any  remaiued  to  escape  wu  oul] 
owing  to  the  multitudes  there  were  to  destroy,"  Oli^ 
who  was  with  his  division  at  Cuyoacan,  observing  tfal 
victory  of  Lis  countrymen,  endeavoured  to  improre  jl 
by  a  vigorous  charge  along  the  causeway.  Cort«s,  n 
pursuing  the  canoes,  had  reached  a  point  lower  down 
From  this  sjwt  to  the  very  gates  of  Mexico  the  cauaa 
way  was  covered  with  warriors.  Running  his  veal 
alongside,  the  general  brought  one  of  his  heavy  giU 
to  bear  upon  the  dense  masse?,  who  now  fell  hy  hnB 
dreds.  Indeed,  but  for  a  deficiency  of  powder,  the  wba| 
must  have  been  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  A 
it  was,  instead  of  following  up  hia  original  intention  «i 
joining  Olid  at  Cuyoacan,  Cortes  sent  for  a  reinfoiw 
ment  from  the  latter  officer,  and  parting  from  Saudonl, 
encamped  upon  the  cauBeway,     That  night  tha  o 
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WHS  ID  great  dniiger  from  the  enemy.  The  Dcxt  morn- 
ing tlie  MexicAna  in  clouds  attacked  tlie  Spaniards  by 
liLud  and  vrater.  But,  sJas!  what  chance  had  these 
bnve  people  against  the  well-dii'ectod  tutillery  and 
cavalry  of  their  foe  t  None :  they  were  shot  or  trodden 
down  by  thousands.  The  following  d&y,  Sondovftl, 
fighting  hia  way  from  iKtapatapan  to  Ciiyoacan, 
readied  the  causeway  aud  Joined  in  another  battle; 
but  again  were  tliu  Aztecs  defeated.  For  six  days 
theie  encounters  continued;  but  tlie  most  fatal  event 
during  that  period  waa  the  discoveiy  by  Cortes  of  a 
wido  canal  which  ran  round  the  oity.  As  the  brigan- 
tia«a  wore  enabled  to  sail  down  this  water-way,  the 
S|»nianls,  by  firing  into  the  densest  portion  of  the 
city,  oomraitted  fearful  havoc.  Uixin  the  seventh  or 
eighth  day  Alvarado  sent  word  to  Cortes  that  he  had 
diHcovured  another  attiaeway,  which  led  to  Tcpejacae, 
by  mcaii9  of  which  the  inhalsitants  (x>uld  pass  to  and 
Ipj  at  wilL  This  position  was  immediately  occupied 
by  8audaval,  and  thus,  their  Inst  means  of  exit  or 
entrance  Iwing  blockaded,  Mexico  was  completely 
invested. 

What  was  the  position  and  suSeringa  of  the  private 
soldiers  «e  may  learu  from  the  graphic  account  of 
Captain  Diaz,  who  was  6ghting  with  the  division  under 
Alvarado  at  Tacuha.  You  will  remember  that  the 
latter  olficur  commanded  the  mainland  entrance  to 
one  of  the  three  great  causeways.  "  As  it  was  im- 
possible for  our  troops  to  advance  upon  the  causeway 
without  their  flanks  beiug  secured  on  the  water,  the 
flotilla  was  formed  into  three  divisions,  and  one  of 
them  attached  to  each  of  tho  three  corpa  of  our  arm^', 
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that  is  to  say,  four  ships  to  Alvaraijo,  six  to  De  OUd^ 
add  two  to  Sandoval,  making  in  all  twelve ;  for  the  tliir- 
teenth,  named  Buaea  Ruido,  or,  '  Follow  the  dc 
being  found  to  be  too  amaU,  was  ordered  to  be  l(ud 
up,  aad  her  crew  divided  among  the  rest,  as  we  had 
twenty  very  badly  wounded  already  on  board  tha 
ships.  Alvarado  now  ordered  xa  out  upon  the  osnas^ 
way,  and  placing  two  of  the  mhipa  on  each  side,  ha 
hereby  protected  our  flanks.  We  drove  the  enen^ 
from  several  bridges  and  barricades;  but  after  fightii^ 
during  the  whole  day,  we  were  obliged  to  return  to 
quarters,  almost  eveiy  man  of  its  wounded  faj 
showers  of  arrows  and  atones,  which  exceeded  imagine 
tion ;  for  we  were  attacked  constantly  by  Ireeh  troopa^ 
bearing  different  devices,  by  hind;  while  from 
terraces  of  the  houses  the  enemy  commanded 
ahips.  As  we  could  not  leave  a  party  to  secure  wbaft 
we  got  in  the  day,  at  night  the  enemy  re-poasessi 
themaetves  of  the  bridgc^a,  and  put  better  defeaoe«  i 
them.  They  deepened  the  water  in  some  placea,  ai 
in  the  shallow  parts  they  dug  pits,  and  placed  caao 
in  ambuscade,  which  they  secured  from  the  attacks 
our  vessels  by  pallisadea  under  the  water.  Thia  it. 
the  manner  in  which  they  opposed  us  every  day.  TJ 
cavalry,  as  I  before  observed,  could  do  nothing;  tJ 
enemy  had  built  parapets  across  the  causeways,  w)u< 
they  defended  with  long  lances;  and  even  had  i 
attack  been  practicable,  the  soldiers  would  not  li 
their  horses,  wliich  at  this  time  coat  800  crowns,  ai 

le  more  than  1 ,000 ;  nor,  indeed,  were  they  to  be  htit' 
at  any  price.     When  we  arrived  at  night  we  wen  em- 

^ed  in  curing  our  wouods;  and  a  soldier  named  Jtan 
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OAtalan  also  beftlcd  tfaetn  b;  chfirms  and  prayers,  which, 
with  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jpsus,  recovered  iib  very  tiwt. 
But  wounded  ornot,  ire  were  obliged  to  go  against  tfae 
enemy  every  day,  as  otherwise  our  companieu  would 
not  have  been  twenty  men  strong.  When  ouv  allies 
saw  that  the  befoi-e- mentioned  soldier  cured  us  by 
charms  and  prayt-rs,  all  tlieir  wounded  came  to  him, 
so  that  he  liad  more  business  on  his  hands  than  he 
knew  what  to  do  with.  Every  day  our  ensign  wan 
disabled,  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  carry  the 
colotira  and  defend  himself.  Com  we  had  a  sufficiency 
of,  bnt  we  wanted  refreshments  fur  the  wounded. 
What  preserved  ub  was  tlie  pUnt  called  'tiuiltes,' 
cherries,  while  in  season,  imil  *  timas,'  or  Indian  fig& 
The  situation  of  our  other  parties  round  the  lake  wan 
similar  to  what  I  have  hei-e  Jeacribed." 

Uort«i  now  determined  upon  making  a  combined 
attack  upon  the  city.  It  was  arranged  as  follows: — 
The  swordsmen,  musketeers,  and  orosii-bow  men  were 
to  form  the  advanced  guard,  and  to  be  supported  on 
either  side  of  the  causeway  by  brtgantines;  a  small 
body  of  hortM  was  to  keep  guard  iu  the  rear,  and 
another  was  to  accompany  the  attacking  party.  The 
number  of  Indian  allies  amounted  to  80,000.  While 
Alvarado  led  the  attack  from  Tacuba  aud  SondonU 
from  another  point,  the  general  headed  tliat  n]ion  the 
great  causeway,  which  led  into  the  very  heart  of  the 
city.  It  was  a  fierce  and  bloody  day.  Upon  advanc- 
ing, Cortes  found  that  the  enemy  had  made  n  bnwch  »t 
the  beginning  of  the  causeway  a  Isncc  length  tn  width, 
and  upon  the  other  side  had  thrown  up  a  parapet, 
behind  which  they  fought  with  great  fury-     This  poei- 
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tioD,  however,  being  forceiJ,  the  troops  continued  their 
march  tiU  they  came  to  another  breach  and  another 
parapet  Here  ngain  a  battle  took  place;  but  it  waa 
at  the  third  breach  that  the  gi-eat  fighting  of  the  day 
occurred.  Here  the  gap  was  much  wider,  and  tha 
Mexicans  posted  in  greater  force^  and  behind  a,  more 
fonnidftbie  parapet  By  the  aid,  however,  of  the  gnna 
from  the  brigantinea,  the  defenders  were  driven  bacfa^ 
and  the  crews,  jumping  ashore,  helped  the  native  allies 
to  fill  up  the  breach  with  stones  and  bricks.  This 
being  done,  onward  mshed  the  Spaniards  till  they 
were  again  stopped  by  another  breach.  Here  they  had 
a  formidable  encounter  and  much  greater  dil&cnlty; 
for  these  indefatigable  Mexicans  had  thrown  up  »- 
much  stronger  pai-apet  The  Spanish  army  had  noir 
advanced  beyond  the  support  of  their  brigantinen,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  pass  without  tliroijriug  thomselvw 
in  the  water.  Moreover,  the  houses  commanding- 
the  great  street,  which  began  at  this  part  of  the  cause- 
way, were  filled  with  Mexicans,  who  showered  dowiL- 
missiles  of  every  description.  As  for  the  men  at  tba 
parapet,  they  fought  like  enraged  lions.  But  again. 
the  cannon  (for  Cortea  had  two  field-pieces  with  him) 
were  planted,  and  whole  masses  of  warriors  were  sent 
to  their  last  account.  This  position  gained,  the  water 
gap  was  stopped  as  before  by  the  allies,  and  the  army 
passed  right  forwai-d  to  the  great  squai-e  of  the  city. . 
This  place  was  ci'owded,  densely  crowded,  with  Men- 
cans,  and  once  more  the  cannon  belched  forth  deattno- 
tion  to  hundreds.  The  square  being  thus  cleared,  tii9 
Spaniards  took  possession  of  the  gi'eat  temple.  Bill 
the  Mexicans,  seeing  their  hated  enemies  had  not 
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Fierrible  bonemen  with  th«m,  returned  to  the  attack, 
■ad  fought  with  such  fury  th&t  the  Spaniards  were 
compelled  to  nstrent,  with  the  loits  of  one  of  their  field- 
pieces.  "  At  this  moment  it  pleased  God,"  says  Cortes, 
"that  three  horsemeu  should  eater  the  acjnare;  &u(l  the 
Mexicans,  seeing  them  advance  through  a  narrow  path- 
way, retreated,  supposing  them  to  be  the  front  lank  of 
k  body  of  horse."  The  Spaniards  again  became  the^ 
pursuers,  and  another  fight  took  pUco  upon  the  very 
mmmit  of  the  temple,  in  which  ten  or  twelve  chiefs 
irere  slun.  Night  then  coming  on,  Cort«e  ordered  a 
vetrent  along  the  canseway  to  his  own  quarters. 

During  that  day  the  other  divisions  iinder  Sandoval 
mad  Alvaivido  made  similar  advances  upon  the  capital 
fcy  their  respective  cansewaya.  The  division  under 
Alvmrado  suffered  severely  through  the  Imprudence 
ef  their  commander,  who  allowed  them  to  \>e  decoyed 
i  the  causeway  into  an  ambuscade  in  the  town. 
A  Hpeedy  retreat  took  place ;  but  having  fought  their 
way  back  to  an  aperture,  they  found  it  full  of  pitfalla 
1»eneDth  the  water,  with  stakes  placed  so  that  the  brig- 
lUitines  could  not  act.  Driven  from  behind,  the 
Spaniards  were  obliged  to  leap  into  the  lake.  Those 
>  could  not  swim  fell  into  the  pits  and  were 
drowned.  Five  were  reHer\-ed  for  a  more  terrible  fate, 
for  they  were  taken  alive.  Our  brave  old  chronicler, 
CaplAin  Diaz,  seems  to  have  had  a  narrow  escape  hen?. 
•■It  WHS  a  wonder,"  says  he,  "that  we  were  not  all 
destroyed  in  the  pitfalls.  A  number  of  the  enemy 
Ikid  liands  on  me ;  but  our  Lord  Jeans  Chrbt  gave  mo 
fcrce  lo  disengage  my  arm,  and  by  dint  of  a  good 
Mrord  I  got  free  from  them,  though  wouiided,  ua&. 
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arrived  on  the  dry  ground,  where  I  ^nted  a¥»»y,  and 
remained  senseless  for  a.  time.  This  wa«  owing  to  my 
great  exertiona  and  losa  of  blood.  When  this  mob  had 
their  claws  on  me,  I  recommended  mjsetf  to  our  Lord 
and  his  blessed  mother,  and  they  heard  my  pmyer. 
Glorified  be  they  for  all  their  mercies  I" 

The  siege  hod  lasted  now  six  weeks,  and  scarcely  a 
jdsy  passed  without  a  battle,  when  the  Aztec  etuperor, 
as  if  determined  to  wear  the  sjisailauts  out  by  continaal 
efforts,  sallied  forth  and  attacked  them  at  ereiy  point 
by  land  and  water.  These  attacks  were  i 
two  successive  nights,  and  followed  up  by  a  concentra- 
tion of  the  chief  portions  of  hia  force  upon  the  camp  of 
Alvarado.  The  action  was  long,  and  the  Spaaiards, 
although  yictorious  in  tbe  end,  must  have  ten-ibly  suf- 
fered ;  for  Diaz  says,  "  If  our  allies  had  not  been  with 
na  we  should  have  been  lost.  Eight  of  our  aoldieis. 
were  killed  and  Alvarado  wounded;  but  we  ultimatdy  . 
beat  the  enemy  off,  and  also  made  four  of  their  chieA 
prisoners."  The  great  result  of  this  battle  was,  tiiat 
most  of  the  cities  upon  the  liorder  and  near  the  great'. 
lake  sent  in  their  adhesion,  witli  supplies  of  provisiona 
and  fresh  troops  to  Cortes. 

Tlie  soldiers  at  length,  wearied  of  this  tncesumt  wid 
desultory  fighting,  clamom-ed  for  a  general  attack  to 
be  made,  by  which  they  might  seiie  uj>on  the  { 
equai«,  and  so  be  saved  the  necessity  of  having  tiioir 
work  to  do  over  and  over  again,  by  withdrawing  eodi 
day  from  the  city.  Cortes,  however,  was  opposed  to. 
this,  fearing  that  to  hold  such  a  position  in 
midst  of  an  enemy  who  would  attack  them  by  ni^^ 
■nd  by  day  would  be  a  harder  task  than  the  men  c 
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IV.  Finding  himself,  however,  importnned  to  the 
effect  by  Alderete,  the  kiiig'a  treasurer — a  petaon- 
age  of  high  rank  and  iinjKirtance — and  by  his  chief 
captains,  tbe  general  for  once  acted  agninat  his  own 
judgmunt.  A  day  wan  therefore  named  for  the  assault, 
which  was  to  be  made  by  the  two  divjaiona  under 
Alvsrado  and  tbii  commander-in-chief,  Sandoval  being 
instructed  to  drjiw  off  the  greater  portion  of  hiti  troops 
fropi  the  northern  causeway  and  nnite  with  Alvarada 

On  the  appointed  morning  the  two  diviBiona,  having 
celebrated  msss,  advanced  along  their  respective  cause- 
ways,  and  afUr  some  fighting  arrived  at  the  entmnce 
of  the  city.  Here  there  were  three  avenues,  each  of 
which  terminated  in  the  great  square.  The  )innd|Ml 
^me  waa  much  longer  than  tlie  others,  and  was  flunked 
in  either  side  by  deep  canals,  so  that  it  might  be  vailed 
m  causeway  rather  than  a  street  Up  this  Alderet« 
waa  ordered  to  fight  his  way  at  the  head  of  70 
Spaniards  and  20,000  allies.  Tbe  broadest  of  the  other 
two  streets  was  to  be  occupied  by  Aivorado  and  8an- 
dovaJ,  at  the  bead  of  60  Spaniards  anil  10,000 
Indiana,  wbiie  the  general  himself  was  (o  enter  the 
narrowest  with  a  similar  force.  To  prot«ct  his  rrar, 
Cortes  left  eight  horsemen  to  guard  the  entrance  to  hia 
street,  and  a  similar  body,  irith  two  large  cannooa,  at 
the  ojML'ning  to  the  great  street  of  Tacuba. 

For  a  time  the  divisions  carriwl  all  before  them. 
Mexicans,    apjiarently  taken    by  auri>risc,    retreated 
rajiidly;  and  the  victorious  Spaniards,  cheered  by 
shouts  of  triumph    in    the   adjoining  streets,   madly 
followed  in  pursuit     Cortes,  for  purposea  of  prudence, 
had  remained  behind  with  a  body  guard  of  twenty 
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men.  From  time  to  time  mesaengera  brought  him 
newa  of  the  successes  of  the  divisions;  A]deret«  had 
even  sent  word  that  he  had  already  gained  the 
market-place.  The  wary  chief  had  but  little  faith 
in  the  value  of  such  rapid  achievcmeata.  He  had  hod 
too  much  experience  of  the  bravery  of  the  Aztecs  to 
believe  they  would  permit  themBelves  to  be  so  easily 
driven  back,  without  some  deep  motive;  at  least  he 
thought  that  his  too  ardent  captains,  in  the  heat  of 
the  chase,  might,  notwithstanding  his  strict  commands, 
have  overlooked  the  precaution  of  filling  up  the 
bi-eaches  as  they  passed — an  enxir  which  had  proved 
BO  fatal  to  Alvarado.  Determiued  to  trust  no  otb«r 
than  himself,  he  galloped  ofi'  to  reconnoitre  the  route 
taken  by  Alderete  up  the  great  street,  which  yrta 
flanked  by  canala  Imagine  the  consternation  of  this 
prudent  leader  when  he  came  in  eight  of  a  brench  in 
the  causeway  of  ten  or  twelve  paces  in  width,  and 
about  twelve  feet  deep,  which,  far  from  being  filled  np^ 
bad  been  passed  upon  a  temporary  bridge  of  wood 
reeds,  and  would  consequently  cut  off  retreat.  He 
at  once  that  a  trap  had  been  set  for  Alderete.  Deeply 
alarmed,  he  at  once,  with  his  men,  set  aluat  to  re|Mur 
the  mischief  by  filling  up  the  chasm.  Scarcely,  howev«t^ 
had  they  begun,  than  the  Spaniards  and  their  allies 
in  full  retreat,  pursued  by  many  thousands  of  yel 
Meicicanfl.  Cortes  had  conjectured  rightly.  The  cai 
Ijera  had  been  decoyed  into  the  very  henrt  of  the 
by  the  apparently  retreating  Aztecs,  when  suddenly 
King  of  Mexico's  horn  (the  aacred  symbol,  only  hi 
upon  occasions  of  extraordinary  peril,  and  at  the 
of  which  every  A2t«o  muBt  go  forth  to  conquer  i 


•ent  out  a  long  and  piercing  note.  In  an  inatant  the 
retreating  enemy,  aa  if  maddened  at  the  soutid, 
wheeled  ronnd  upon  their  pursuers;  siniultaneoualy 
swarms  of  warriors  came  from  the  lanea  and  streets 
adjoining,  attacking  upon  every  side;  and  clouds  of 
stonea  and  deadly  missiles  were  flung  from  the  tops 
of  the  houses.  Blinded,  Bta^fering,  on  they  came, 
•oarcely  knowing  how,  treading  down  one  Another,  to 
open  breach,  upon  the  other  side  of  which  stood 
general,  who  now  resigned  all  hope  of  the  con- 
quest of  Mexico,  DBiy,  of  life.  "  But,"  saya  thia  brave 
leader  in  one  of  hia  lettere,  "  1  had  made  up  my  mind  to 
die  helping  my  poor  followers  out  of  their  extremity." 
Well  might  these  thoughts  have  paaaed  through  his 
mind;  well  might  he  name  this  breach  the  Bridge  of 
AfBiction ;  for  the  foremost  lilus  soon  plunged  into  the 
gulf,  treading  one  another  undur  the  flood,  till  the 
whole  aperture  had  become  so  full  of  Indiana  and 
Christiana  that  there  was  not  room  for  a  straw  to 
float  upon  the  water. 

Thinking  of  nought  but  the  f^ety  of  his  men,  he 
stood  upon  the  brink,  endeavouring  to  rescue  the  poor 
fellows  from  drowning,  or  the  more  dreadful  fate  that 
awaited  them  in  the  event  of  captivity,  and  this,  too, 
at  no  Blight  risk  to  himself.  For  Cortes  dead,  Guate- 
raoxin  would  have  given  the  half  of  his  empire ;  for 
Cortes  alive,  tbfi  whole.  Of  this  the  Aztec  warriors  were 
aware.  They,  moreover,  well  know  the  general's  poraon. 
Still  Cortes  continued  at  hia  huniane  employment, 
regardless  of  darts,  atones,  and  arrows,  which  wore 
falling  as  thick  as  hail  u{>oii  liia  armour  and  helmet 
At  length  ho  was  recognized  by  six  of  the  btaveat  of 
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the  Mexican  chiefs,  who,  with  the  cry  of  "ALdinchel 
MaJinchel  Malinchel"  seized  the  general,  and  began  to 
drag  him  to  u  boat.  He  received  a  severe  wound  it 
leg ;  indeed,  now  there  seemed  no  hope  for  him. 
"  But  it  was  the  will  of  Clod  that  he  should  escape," 
■ays  DiaE.  Ohn«tov%l  de  01e&,  seeing  the  danger  of 
his  beloved  master,  came  to  the  rescue.  With  a  mngla 
blow  he  struck  off  the  arm  of  one  chief,  and  then 
plunged  bin  awoixl  into  another.  Then  came  anoUieT 
comrade  (Lenna)  and  a  Tlascalan  chief,  who,  fighting 
over  the  prostrate  body  of  Cortes,  slew  three  more, 
and  thus  WBS  a.  life  so  valuable  at  that  crisia  Mved, 
not,  however,  without  the  loss  of  the  heroic  Olea, 
who  fell  mortally  wounded  at  his  general's  luds. 
report  that  their  commander  had  been  taken  h 
reached  the  ears  of  the  soldiers,  and  now  Quiaones, 
the  captain  of  his  body-guard,  came  up  with  a  few 
men.  They  found  Cortea  still  struggling  with  t 
fresh  asBailants.  These,  however,  they  speedily  felled; 
when,  raising  him  fi-om  the  water,  they  placed  him  ob 
the  causeway.  He  must  have  been  greatly  beloved, 
for  at  this  moment  his  page,  Guzman,  canie  presmnc 
through  the  crowd  with  a  horse;  but,  as  thia  poor 
youth  held  the  bridle,  while  liis  master  was  b^ns 
Msisted  upon  the  animal's  back,  he  was  snatched  wwvf 
hy  some  Aztecs,  who  succeeded  in  carrying  him  i 
to  their  canoes,  and  thenc?  to  be  aocrificed.  'WoimdaAi 
U  he  was,  and  still  in  such  imminent  danger, 
chivalrous  Cortea  would  etill  have  remained.  Qnil^ 
ones,  however,  taking  the  horse  by  the  bridle,  tuitud' 
its  head  from  the  breach,  exclaiming  that  his  gentraTi 
life  was  too  important  to  the  whole  army  to  be  btmnnt.. 
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ray  tbore ;  and  Cortes,  who  at  the  moment  wiaboti 
for  nothing  better  than  death,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
fly  to  the  front  of  the  great  street  of  Tacuba,  where, 
getting  bin  troops  in  order,  be  commanded  their  retreat 
across  the  canaeway,  under  cover  of  the  artillery  and 
the  horsemen,  which  it  will  be  remembered  he  had 
posted  at  that  spot. 

The  diviuon  led  by  Alvarado  was  more  fortunate. 
That  officer  had  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  the  city, 
driving  till  before  him,  till  they  were  met  by  a  freeh 
body  of  Mexican  troops,  who,  throwing  down  five 
bloody  beads,  cried, — "  Thus  will  we  slay  you  as  we 
have  slaiu  Malioche  and  Sandoval,  wbose  heads  these 
are."  Immediately  ttiey  commenced  so  furiouN  an 
attack,  that  the  Spaniai'ds  could  neither  use  their 
cro»»-bows,  muskets,  nor  sworda.  The  great  difficulty 
the  soldiers  ever  found  in  making  a  retreat  was  the 
number  of  allies  in  their  rear.  There  was  little  diffi- 
culty, however,  upon  this  occasion ;  "  for  no  sooner  did 
the  Indians  see  these  bloody  heads,"  says  Diaz,  "Ihau 
they  fled,  nor  did  one  remain  on  the  causeway  to 
impede  our  retreat,"  The  Sjianianls,  therefore,  re- 
treated in  good  order.  Suddenly,  however,  tliey  heard 
the  awful  beat  of  the  great  drum  of  serpents'  akina  in 
the  temple  of  the  war-god.  It  must  have  reminded 
them  of  the  terrible  noe/u  triale,  the  only  time  they 
had  ever  heard  that  sound,  which  Diux  compares  to  a 
mournful  noise  such  as  may  be  imagined  to  be  the 
music  of  the  infernal  gods.  Turning  their  heads  to- 
wards tlie  great  temple,  they  beheld  a  procession 
winding  up  the  sides  of  the  pyramid,  in  the  midst  of 
which,  when  it  reached  the  summit,  tbey   saw   tlm 


I 


I   274  THE  BIEUE  ASD   DOWNFALL  OF  MEXICO, 

figures  of  Revei'al  men  stripped  to  tlie  waists,  some  of 
ttUoiq,  by  tlie  whiteness  of  their  fikins,  they  recog- 
nized as  their  own  countrymen.  They  were  the  vio- 
tdms  for  sacrifice.  Their  beads  wei*  decoiuted  with, 
plumes,  and  they  carried  fens  in  their  hands.  They 
were  urged  along  by  blows,  and  compelled  to  take  part 
in  the  dancea  in  lionour  of  the  war-god.  Aflor  this 
they  were  deprived  of  their  sod  finery,  stretched  upon 
the  stone  of  sacrifice,  and  the  horrid  rite  then  being 
performed,  the  hearts  were  placed  in  a  golden  censer, 
atid  the  bodies  thrown  to  the  eannibBls  lieneath,  who, . 
preserving  the  limbs  for  their  detestable  banquet,  threw 
the  other  pai'ts  to  the  beasts.  We  can  imagine  iritlt 
what  seusations  the  bravo  fellows  returned  ta  their 
quarters.  "  Let  the  reader,"  eays  Diaa,  "  consider  what 
pity  we  must  have  hnd  for  these  our  companions,  and 
how  we  said  to  one  another, — 'Oh,  thanks  be  to 
God  that  they  did  not  carry  off  me  to-day  to  Baori- 

This  liorrible  ruse  of  throwing  down  before  one  divi^fl 
don,  the  heads  of  the  prisoners  they  had  taken  froakf 
another,  and  declaring  that  they  were  those  of  t 
chief  commanders,  was  euccessfol.  It  discoare 
Sandoval,  who  retreated  with  loss  to  his  qnarters;  ifrfl 
had  the  same  effect  upon.  Alvarado;  but  upon  Goile«J 
it  told  the  most;  for  when,  after  that  terrible  strtigi 
at  the  aperture,  the  Mexicans  followed  the  general  I 
his  camp,  and,  throwing  down  several  heads,  declai 
tiiem  to  be  those  of  Tonadult  (Alvarado),  Sandoi 
and  other  leufen,  he  wa.s  seized  with  a  despair  i 
melancholy  that  did  not  leave  him  till  at  somet 
during    the  day   Sandoval   rode  over  to  his   , 
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fijaartera.  Tliis  intorriew  la  memoralile;  for  npon 
seeing  his  general  lio  exclaimed, — "  Ob,  seGor  captain, 
what  is  this  ?  Are  these  the  great  counsels  and  the 
artifices  which  you  liave  been  wont  to  show  us  1 
How  has  tliia  disaater  happened)"  "Ob,  son  Bando- 
ra],"  replied  Cortea,  who  was  wont  to  term  him 
thus,  "  my  sins  have  periuitt«d  this ;  but  I  am  not 
so  culpable  in  the  business  as  they  make  out.  It  is 
the  fiiult  of  the  treasurer,  Juan  de  Alderete,  whom 
I  charged  to  fill  up  thitt  difficult  pass  where  they 
routed  us ;  but  he  ibd  not  do  so,  for  he  is  not  accus- 
tomed to  war,  nor  to  be  commanded  by  superior 
officers."  As  the  general  spoke,  the  treasurer  entered 
the  tent  and  begun  to  dispute  with  him.  Cortes, 
however,  changed  the  subject  by  telling  Sandoval  to 
go  to  the  camp  at  Tacuba,  and  see  what  had  befallen 
that  division  (Alvarado's) ;  at  the  same  time,  em- 
bmcing  his  favonritu  captain,  he  said, — "Look  you, 
since  I  cannot  go  to  all  jiarte,  I  commend  tLese 
labours  to  you;  for,  as  you  perceive,  I  am  wounded 
and  lame.  I  implore  you,  therefore,  take  charge  of 
these  three  camp.i;  for  although  I  well  know  Pedro 
de  Aivontdo  and  his  soldiere'  bravery,  I  fear  the 
great  force  of  those  Mexican  dogs." 

GuatemoKin  and  bts  subjects  made  the  most  of 
the  victory.  They  abandoned  themselves  to  singiog, 
dancing,  and  feasting  on  the  mangled  remains  of 
their  victims.  Each  day  pHaonera  were  sacrificed  to 
the  gods.  But  none  rejoiced  more  than  the  priests, 
who  declared  that  the  oficncled  deity,  Ilnitzilopotchli, 
appeased  by  the  many  sacrifices,  had  again  taken  the 
Aztecs  under  bis  protectioa,  and  before  the  oxpinr 
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tiou  of  eight  ds;B  vould  deliver  their  eDemies  into 
their  hands. 

The  Mexicans,  confidently  believing  in  Ihia  prcdictioti, 
thundered  it  into  the  ears  of  the  beaiegiug  army.  The 
Spaniards  laughed  at  it.  The  Indian  allies,  hoireTer, 
were  fidlj  convinced  of  itjt  truthfulnesH,  and  having 
loet  faith  in  the  invincibility  of  tlieir  European  fi-ienda, 
and  dingusted  with  the  perils  and  sufierings  they  had 
already  undei^one,  were  eager,  by  a  timely  abandon- 
ment of  the  oauBe,  to  avert  what  would  otherwise  bo 
the  dread  vengeance  of  the  Aztecs.  By  night,  then- 
fore,  batUliou  after  battalion  deserted,  till  Cortes  fasd 
left  iu  his  camp  but  one  in  every  thousand. 

This  was  a  terrible  criBis;  but  still  the  Spaniarda 
kept  alive  the  remembrance  that  they  had  ewom  to 
each  other  to  conquer  or  die.  Even  the  Spanidi 
women  in  the  cnmps  i«lieved  their  huabands  by  don- 
ning their  armour  and  mounting  guard  in  their  tnriL 
It  w  told  of  one,  whose  name  should  have  been  reconled, 
that  hastily  eeidng  n  eword  and  lance,  ghe  on  one 
occasion  rallied  a.  party  of  her  retreating  countrymen, 
and  led  them  against  the  enemy.  Before  setting  oat 
for  the  siege,  Cortes  had  eudeavoured  to  persitade  his 
country  women  to  remain  at  TlascaJa.  "  No,"  vna  the 
reply;  "  it  is  the  duty  of  Castilian  wives  not  to  abau- 
don  their  husbunda  in  danger,  but  to  share  it  with 
them,  and  die  with  them  if  necesaaiy." 
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Ten  dav3  of  terrible  anxiety  for  the  Spnniards  now 
l^assed.  Each  night  the  ill  umi nations  in  the  chief 
temple,  and  the  roll  of  the  dreadful  drain  of  serpents* 
akins,  proclaimed  to  the  wouiKletl  and  wcnried  men 
that  freeh  victims  were  being  offered  up  for  stterifica. 
One  of  the  last  of  these  waa  the  poor  page,  Oiizmati. 
Deaert«d  by  thoir  allies,  their  animitnition  nearly  gone, 
cut  off  from  supplies,  a  savage  enemy  before,  and  aii 
unfriendly  country  in  their  i-eor,  many  of  tho§e  biuve 
hearts  trembled,  not  with  fear  at  death,  but  with  droad 
at  what  their  fate  might  be  should  they  fall  alive  into 
the  houdsof  the  coanibat  Mexicans.  "  The  lowest  depth 
of  adversity  is  the  beginning  of  prosperity,"  says  a 
Mohammedan  proverb;  so,  nerved  by  dcvpair,  the 
Spaniards  bided  their  time.  Two  neighbouring  cities 
were  attacked  by  the  victorious  Mexienns.  Cortca, 
Dgminst  the  advice  of  his  officers,  sent  deUchmente  to 
their  aid,  and  both,  as  the  grneml  had  foreseen,  proved 
Miccessful.  Tlie  grateful  cities  desimtched  reioforce- 
meuts  to  the  Spanish  cnmp.  The  tide  now  turned ;  for 
when  several  days  had  jmssed  over  and  above  the  time 
predicted  by  the  priests  for  the  destruction  of  the 
ChriitiauB,  and  tLe  l«w  Temuoau  and  Tkscalau  chida 
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who  had  remained  by  the  side  of  Cortes  sent  to  aoqnainl 
their  fleeing  countrymen  of  the  failure  of  the  prophecy, 
the  wairiDTS,  enraged  thut  they  had  beeu  made  tht 
dupes  of  the  hated  Mexicans,  returned  to  the  camp,  i 
being  received  by  Cortea  vrith  a  rebuke  for  theit 
desertion,  again  declared  that  they  would  conquer  c 
die  beneath  his  banner.  This  time  they  kept  theJi 
promise.  Fortune,  who  ever  seemed  ashamed  t 
leave  her  hero  long  in  extremity,  now  sent  to  Ver 
Cruz  a  ehip  hulen  with  ammunition  and  stores,  all  C 
which  wer«  speedily  taken  by  the  governor,  «a 
forwarded  at  once  to  the  camp. 

Before  i-ecommencing  active  operations,  the  geiiend 
sent  three  of  his  prisoners  to  Guatemozin,  pmying  hiq 
to  spare  his  subjects  further  suffering,  by  returning  C 
his  alliance  to  the  Spanish  crown.  "  la  that  case^ 
ran  the  meesage,  "tlie  post  shall  be  forgotten;  th 
persons,  property,  and  rights  of  the  people  ehtM  h 
respected,  and  you  be  confirmed  iu  your  authority.** 

"  For  the  moment,  so  terrible  was  the  rage  of  tl 
Indian  prince,  that  the  messengen  expected  i 
death.  Quatemomi,  however,  being  soothed,  called  li 
council,  and  demanded  their  opinion."  "  Peaoe 
good,"  they  replied,  "  bat  not  with  white  me 
bar  ihe/ate  o/Hontezama;  the  requital  he  mot  wifl 
i<x  his  kindness ;  the  seizuro  of  Cacama ;  the  insHtiabli 
avarice  of  these  people,  who  have  stripped  tlie  oountq 
of  ite  treasures,  and  profaned  our  religion.  K«mpmba 
Alvarado's  massacre  of  the  nobles.  No;  it  is  better,? 
they  concluded,  "  to  trust  to  our  own  gods;  better,  j 
need  be,  give  up  our  Uvea  at  once,  than  drag  thmi  a 
in  slavery  and  auSeriug  among  false  straugra^a."    ' 


I  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE   SAIfCTUABIES.  2lO 

\t  a  so,"  replied  the  young  emperor,  "  let  ua  only  think 
of  oupplyiog  the  wants  of  the  people.  Let  no  man 
hcncefoi'th  who  values  hia  life  talk  of  surrcndur.  We 
ctm  at  least  die  like  warriors." 

Two  days  the  Spaniards  awaited  a  reply.     It  came 

the  form  of  a  general  sortie  from  the  city.  This  wax 
illed  after  a  great  battle.  Cortea  now  resolved 
Upon  the  total  destmction  of  the  city ;  that  it  should  he 
entered  as  before,  by  tho  different  canBt-ways;  but  tlmt 
eveiy  titreet,  as  it  was  gained,  ehould  be  pulh'd  down, 
and  the  materials  used  to  fill  up  the  oiiials.  Thus 
Khould  he  get  rid  of  those  two  serious  causes  of  annoy- 
ance, the  azoteas,  or  house  taps,  from  wliieli  thei^nemy 
bad  done  ao  much  execution,  and  the  canals  that  hod 
e  of  more  than  one  disaster. 

So  suoccanfiil  was  this  plan  of  destruction,  that  in  a 
days  the  Spaniards  had  hewn  their  path  through 

iiisands  of  the  inhabitant,  up  to  the  sumuiit  of  the 
great  temple,  upon  the  area  of  which  a  sanguinary  fight 
took  place,  ending  in  the  ntaugbter  of  the  Mexicans, 
■who  were  either  thrown  headlong  down  the  Bides,  or 
mixed  their  blood  with  that  of  their  victims,  with 
which  the  pavement  was  still  reeking,  With  what 
feelings,  oompoundod  of  horror  and  delight,  must  the 
Spaniai-ds  have  taken  possession  of  tliis  hateful  build- 
ing, for  before  the  oltara  of  the  idols  were  placed  the 
heads  of  many  of  their  feUow-eoIdiera.  Tears  filled 
their  eyes  as  tliey  gnxed  upon  this  terrible  B{)cctuclc; 
but  it  re-stning  their  nenree,  and  filled  their  hearts 
with  vengoonce.  The  detested  sanctuaries  were  burnwh 
and  the  idols  top])led  down  upon  the  heads  of  their 
worahippei-s,  who  shrieked  with  terror  as  they  saw  thi 
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destruction  of  deities  upon  whom  they  relied  for  protop 
tion.  For  daya,  while  the  great  city  was  being  fou^i| 
for  and  gained  inch  by  inch — for  the  Mexicans  wonl^ 
neither  give  nor  take  quarter — beneath  the  floatii^ 
standard  of  Ciurtile,  tbe  heroic  Cortes  stood  direcUntf 
the  fight.  The  general  had  issued  strict  orders  tliM 
the  wounded,  the  sick,  the  old,  women  and  childmj 
should  not  be  molcstod,  Alasl  this  arailed  but  litd£ 
with  the  Tlaacalan  and  other  Indian  allies.  Like  fiends 
of  destruction,  they  burned  and  destroyed  wherever 
tbey  came.  In  one  night,  it  is  said,  they  took  500  pris- 
oners, all  of  whom,  being  distributed  among  their  vast 
numbers  (there  must  have  been  hundreds  of  thoasands; 
for  aa  the  Spaniards  continued  to  liold  poseesdoD  of 
each  part  of  the  city  as  they  took  it,  clouda  of  Indians 
flocked  to  their  standard),  were  speedily  devoured. 
Thus  literally  hewing,  burning,  and  destroying,  the 
Christian  Spaniards  fought  their  way  for  several  daya 
The  royal  jialace  had  been  demolished,  and  Guatemoan 
had  retired  to  a  diatjint  but  well-fortified  Qook  of  fc 
city. 

This  continued  fighting  having  brought  their  » 
nition  to  a  low  ebb,  oae  Sotelo,  who  had  been  a  s 
in  Italy,  boasted  to  Coi-tea  that  he  could  make  a  c 
pult,  i.  e.,  an  engine  by  means  of  which  auch  e 
atones  could  be  Jmrled,  that  in  two  days  the  quarter  to 
which  the  empei-or  had  fled  coidd  be  destroyed.  The 
geneiwl  gave  the  man  permission ;  but  so  ini{)erfcctly 
was  the  machine  erected,  that  when  set  in  motion,  the 
huge  stone,  instead  of  taking  the  direction  agiuast  the 
enemy's  buildings,  rose  high  and  perpendicularly,  and 
descending   from   whence  it    had  arisen,    broke    the 
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tiBBchine  into  epUnt^rs,  vbercupon,  says  an  ejc-wit- 
■ttees,  tlie  general,  much  vexed  tbat  lie  had  liceu  so  cre< 
lis,  ivbukcil  Sot«lo,  But  Btill  it  continued  the 
kjokc  of  the  army. 

For  many    days   the   brave  Guatemorin    and    hia 

Idevoted  suhjecta  remained  hemmed  in  this,  the  worst 

■foitiou  of  the  city.     Their  sufiiTiags  must  have  been 

T  terrible,    Nobles,   citizens,  slaves,   meu,   women,   and 

Eciliildrea  weiB  pent  up  together  in  houses  or  hovels; 

■  OtherB  in  the  open  air  in  boats,  shivering  in  the  cold 

cf  night,  or  scorched  beneath  the  burning  snn  by 

"  For  three  days  and  nighte,"  says  one  chronicler, 

»*two  kdies  of  high  rank  remained  up  to  their  necks 

Wia  water  among  the  reeds,  with  only  a  handful  of  maisa 

ffcr  their  sup jiorL"     ITie  miserable  wretches  wandcivd 

I  about  in   search  of  anything,  however  revolting,  to 

Kppcase  their  hunger.     Many  a  mother  in  her  agony 

I  devoui'ed  the  oflapriiig  she  had  no  longer  the  means  of 

I  Buptjorting,  while  hundreds  of  famished  wretches  died 

I  every  day,  some  in  nooks  and  comers,  others  in  the 

I  public  streets,  where  they  were  left ;  yet  amidst  all  this, 

l-tfiere  was  no  complaint,  nought  bnt  deep,  unutterable 

iroc,     "I  have  read,"  says  Diaz  "of  the  destruction  of 

Jerusalem ;  but  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  mortality 

there  exceeded  this  of  Mexico ;  for  all  the  people  from 

the  distant  provinces  which  belonged  to  this  empire 

hod  conccntiuted  themselves  here,  where  they  mostly 

died.     The  streets,  the  squares,  the  hous^  and  the 

courts  of  the  Toltelulco  were  covered  with  dead  bodies : 

we  could  not  step  without  treading  on  them  ;  tlic  Inke 

and  canals  were  filled  with    them,  and   tlie  stench 

wtLs  intolerable.      For  this  reason  our  troops,  imme- 
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diatoly  aft«r  the  capture  of  the  royal  family,  retired 
to  theii'  former  qiiartera.  Cortea  hlmsuif  was  for  soma 
timo  Ul  from  the  effect  of  it," 

Hoping  that  the  sufferings  of  his  people  would 
speedily  bring  the  ompet-or  to  Buireoder,  Cortes  hail 
BUdpeiidod  hostilities  some  days.  Finding  this  useles^. 
he  again  marched  to  the  attack,  but  waa  met  by 
eeveiut  of  the  leading  chiela,  who,  with  i 
haggard  looks,  and  holding  out  their  emaciated  amw' 
in  piteous  despair,  exclaimed, — "You  are  the  children, 
of  the  sun ;  but  the  sun  ia  swift  in  his  course.  Why- 
are  you,  then,  so  tardy  I  Why  do  you  delay  go  long 
to  put  an  end  to  our  miseries!  Kather  kill  x 
once,  that  we  may  go  to  our  god  Httitzilojjotelili,  i 
waita  for  us  in  heaven  to  give  ua  rest  from  i 
Bufferings!" 

Moved  almost  to  tears,  the  stem  conqueror  replied,— 
"Why  does  your  master  refuse  to  treat  with  me,  whei 
K  single  hour  will  BulSee  for  me  to  crush  him  and  ^ 
bis  people?  "Go,"  he  added,  "and  tell  him  to  coofl^ 
with  me.  He  may  do  so  Id  safety, — his  person  shall  ati 
he  molested."  The  chiefs  obeyed;  but  stUl  tlie  ent 
peror  held  out,  and  another  battle  took  place,  in  vhi^ 
40,000  Aztecs  fell.  This  great  slaughter  was  per 
petrated  chiefly  by  the  Tlaaealans,  of  whom  Cortc 
himself  said, — "Never  did  I  see  so  pitiless  a  race,  d 
anything  wearing  the  form  of  man  so  destitute  c 
humanity." 

The  general  determined  to  follow  up  this  victory  b 
a^Qotber  attack  the  next  day.  But  again  he  endeaV 
ouved  to  bring  the  emperor  to  terms.  Some  chicA 
held  a  confei'ence  with  him.     "Surely,"  said  ]iv,  '" 
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g  will  not  Bee  you  all  peiish  when  he  can  ao  easily 
e  you.     Oo,  beg  of  biiu  to  come  forward  in  person." 


Ipb.s 
The  envoys  departed,  and  speedily  ttieir  chief  next 
in  authority  appeared.  ''  The  Emporor  Guatemoon," 
Bftid  he,  "  is  ready  to  die,  but  he  will  hold  no  commu- 
nication with  you.  It  19,  therefore,"  he  addud  resign- 
edly, "  for  you  to  work  your  pleaa\u-e ;"  at  which  Cortes, 
»kieiDg  all  patience,  replied  stemly, — "  Go,  then,  and 
prepare  your  countrymen  for  death.  Their  hour  is 
Oome."  Then  commenced  a  battle  wliich  in  butcher; 
rivalled  tliat  of  the  preceding  day.  During  the  con- 
test, Sandoviil,  who  had  coromand  of  u  flotilla,  heard 
that  the  emperor  and  his  family  had  escapod  in  a  large 
I  boat;  he  therefore  at  once  ordL<red  a  Captuu  Holguln, 
vbo  commanded  the  fastest  sailing  hrigantine  in  the 
Kt,  to  go  in  chase  of  the  royal  family. 
After  a  short  race,  coming  alongside  one  lai;ge  boat 
■^rhich  he  conceived  might  contain  the  fugitives,  he 
■  Itfderud  his  men  to  level  their  cross-bows.  Before,  how- 
Iwer,  they  could  dischai'ge  tLem,  a  cry  arose  among  the 
I  Uexicans  that  their  emperor  was  on  board.  At  tha 
['■■me  time  a  young  warrior,  armed  with  buckler  and 
iword,  rose  as  if  to  boat  off  the  Spaniards;  but  as  the 
mmsuder  ordered  his  men  uot  to  shout,  he  put  down 
ODS,  exclaiming,  "lam  Quatemozin;  lead  me 
0  Maliuchc,  1  am  his  prisoner;  but  let  no  harm  come 
0  my  wife  and  my  followers" 
The  captives,  who  were  twenty  in  number,  besides 
tatemozin,  included  the  King  of  Teicuco.  When 
stnted  on  the  deck  of  the  biigautinc,  the  Spanish  cap- 
tain re(]uested  the  emperor  to  command  his  people  to 
diflcuntinue  the  fi^t    "  It  ia  not  uecessaty,"  he  replied 
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with  a  aad  air;  "tLey  -will  fight  uo  longor  ■when  they 
see  their  Bovfireign  is  taken."  He  epoke  the  truth,  for 
aa  the  news  of  the  royal  capture  spread  throughout  tha 
fleet,  the  Mexican  warriora  laid  down  their  arms;  nay, 
they  hud  only  continued  the  fight  tliia  day,  that  by 
occupying  the  attention  of  the  Spaniards,  they  might 
cover  their  beloved  niast«r'8  retreat  Sandoval,  rec«v- 
ing  tidings  of  the  capture,  hrought  his  brigantino 
alongside,  and  demanded  the  royal  pnsoncr  to  bo  ear- 
londered  to  him;  but  the  captain  demanded  the  prize, 
and  B.  dispute  arose,  each  beiDg  anzious  to  claim  tlid 
glory  of  bai-ing  performed  eo  great  a  deed,  and  perhaps 
the  permission  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  commemorate 
it  in  his  ooat  of  arms.  Corteu,  however,  hearing  of 
tiie  capture,  sent  orders  to  his  captains  to  bring  their 
prisoners  at  once  before  him,  that  he  might  adjust  th« 
difference  between  them. 

When  this  good  news  -was  brought  to  the  general 
he  was  on  the  summit  of  the  great  tentplc.  There  fae 
improvised  a  kind  of  state,  by  causing  the  terrace  to  b« 
covered  with  a  crimson  carpet  Upon  this  was  placed  a 
table,  covered  with  provisions,  so  much  needed  by  th6 
starving  Aztecs.  Hei-e,  with  DoSa  Marina  seated  hv 
his  aide,  to  act  as  inteqiretcr,  the  Spanish  commander 
received  the  last  Emperor  of  Anahnac. 

Guatemozin,  who  was  attended  by  aa  escort  of  i: 
&ntry,  entered  the  presence  of  his  great  enemy  and  i 
conqueror  with  a  calm  and  steady  step,  Cortes  smoe^ 
and  advanced  to  meet  his  prisoner  with  a  dignified  noA 
studied  courtesy.  Guatemozin  was  the  first  to  «p«tlr 
"Malinche,"  said  he,  "I  have  done  that  whining' 
ttny  duty  in  the  defence  of  my  kingdom  and  peoples 


TERlllNATION  OP  THE  SIEGB.  285 

my  efibrts  linvo  failed,  »nd  being  noiv  broaght  a, 
prisoner  before  yo\i,  diuw  that  poignard  from  your 
side  and  slay  me." 

Filled  with  admiration  at  the  noble  bearing  of  the 
young  emperor,  the  general  embraced  biro.  Baying, 
"  Fear  not,  you  ahall  be  treated  with  all  honour.  Yon 
have  defended  your  capital  like  a  brave  warrior.  A 
Spaniard  knows  how  to  respect  valour  even  in  an 
enemy." 

Cortta  then  inquired  after  the  queen  his  wife,  and 
being  informed  that  eho  remained  on  board  the  Irigau- 
tine,  under  the  protection  of  a  Spanish  gnaril,  he  sent 
to  have  her  escorted  to  his  presents  This  prin<^eB8, 
who  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  the  unhajijiy  Monte- 
xiima,  the  general  received  with  the  greatest  rcsjiect; 
and  having  invited  his  royal  prisoners  to  partake  of 
refreshment,  he  ordered  Sandoval  to  conduct  the 
prisoners  to  Cuyuocan,  whither  he  intended  s]>ccdily  to 
foUow. 

With  the  capture  of  Ouatemozin,  which  happened 
at  the  hour  of  vespers,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1521, 
ended  the  famous  siege  of  Mexico,  aft«r  a  struggle  of 
seventy-five  days,  during  which  there  had  fallen,  accord- 
ing to  the  estimate  of  Cortca,  117,000  Mexicans,  and 
not  less  than  30,000  of  the  allies,  without  including  the 
Spaniards,  whose  loss  was  comparatively  smalL 

During  the  night  a  tremendous  storm  burst  over 
the  valley  of  Mexico,  such  as  the  Spaniards  had  never 
witnessed.  In  the  eloquent  words  of  Prescott,  "The 
thunder  reverberating  from  the  rocky  amphitheatre  of 
hills,  bellowed  over  the  wast«  of  waters,  and  sliook  the 
teocaUis  and  cra^  tcnemente  of  Tunoohtltlau — iLe  few 
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that  yet  survived — to  tlieir  foundations.  The  light- 
Ding  seemed  to  cleave  asunder  the  vault  of  heaven, 
ita  viWd  flashes  wrapped  the  whole  scene  in  a  ghastly 
glace  for  a  moment,  to  be  again  Bwalloweil  up  iu  dark- 
ness. The  war  of  elementa  was  in  unison  with  the 
fortunes  of  the  mined  city.  It  seemed  as  if  the  deities 
of  Anahiiac,  scared  from  their  aucient  abodes,  were 
borne  along  shriekiug  and  howling  in  the  blast,  aa  they 
ftbandoued  the  (alien  capital  to  ita  fate  I" 

The  day  following  the  surrender,  Cortes  gave  orders 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  'city,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  purified-  The  remaining  inhabitants,  from  30,000 
to  70,000,  proceeded  to  the  open  country.  For  three 
days  they  were  defiling  alo'Ug  the  causeways — a  mou 
ful  train;  husbands,  wives,  parents,  and  children,  ths 
sick  and  wounded  leaning  on  one  another  for  support. 
Aa  they  feebly  t«ttered  along,  squalid  and  but  half 
covered  with  rags,  their  wasted  forms  and  famine- 
stricken  faces  told  the  sad  histoiy  of  the  siege. 

The  allies  having  been  dismissed  with  presents,  «id 
a  promise  from  the  general  that  the  King  of  8p 
would  give  them  fitting  rewards  hereafter,  the  Span- 
iards held  a  sumptuous  banquet;  but  to  such  an  ex-i 
oess  did  they  cany  their  rex'eliy  tliat  it  provoked  thsi 
censure  of  the  good  Father  Olmedo.  Tlio  general 
admitted  the  justice  of  the  rebuke,  but  craving  at 
indulgence  for  a  soldier's  license  in  the  hour  of  victory, 
be  appointed  the  following  day  for  a  soicmn  thanks- 
giving to  the  God  of  battles,  who  had  enabled  them  la, 
plant  the  cross  of  Christ  above  the  ruins  of  the  det«sted> 
superstition  which  was  henceforth  expunged  from  Hm 
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But  the  rejoicings  over,  the  city  cleared  of  ita 
Eld,  and  the  air  punfied  &om  pestilence,  the  Span' 
iards,  chiefly  Narvaez'a  troops,  bethought  ihem  that 
they  had  eucountei-ed  all  their  miseries  and  sufferings 
to  be  rewarded  with  gold.  How  grievous  then  woa 
their  disappolntineDt  at  the  distribution  of  the  s]H)il, 
to  6nd,  after  the  royal  fifths  hod  been  deducted,  their 
tibares  to  be  so  small  that  many  rej(N:t«d  them  with 
contempt  The  soldiers  broke  out  into  ojien  mutiny, 
aome  declwing  that  Gnatemozin  had  buried  the  trea- 
sures, and  should  be  tortured  till  he  revealed  the  seoret. 
Cortes,  resisting  this  demand,  was  accused  of  a  secret 
undertitanding  with  the  Aztec  prince,  in  order  to  de- 
fiaud  the  Spanish  soFei-eign  and  themselves.  Slung 
by  these  taunts — in  an  evil  honr  for  his  fame — the 
general  delivered  Onatemosiu  into  their  bauds.  All 
that  ould  be  extracted  from  him  was,  that  consider- 
able (juoutities  of  treasure  had  been  thrown  into  the 
water.  But  Cortes,  disgusted  with  himself  at  having 
delivered  up  the  monarch,  i-escued  him.  The  soldiers 
then,  turning  upou  their  commander,  charged  him  with 
cruelty  to  tlie  princa  Indeed,  to  such  an  extent  did 
the  discout«nt  grow,  that  the  general  could  only  arrest 
it  by  threats  of  severe  punishment;  and  this  be  had 
the  power  of  enforcing,  for  in  the  hour  of  his  success 
all  the  natives  of  An&huac  were  fluclcing  to  liis  stan- 
dard. For  every  difficulty  Coites  had  a  remedy.  To 
rid  himself  of  these  grumblers,  be  now  sent  out  detach' 
monts  under  his  chief  officers  to  funnel  colonies  in  dif- 
forent  paxU  of  the  continent,  where,  from  the  books  of 
Montezuma,  it  was  found  that  gold,  precious  atones^ 
and  other  valuable  product*  were  to  be  found. 
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The  conquest  beiug  completed,  Cortea  applied  him- 
self to  building  towns  and  eettling  colonies  through- 
out New  Spuin.  To  facilitate  his  pluns,  he  invited 
Spaniurils  ti'om  Spain  and  the  Went  Tndia  lalanda  hy 
grants  of  land  and  repartimienios  of  Indians.  His  chief 
care,  howevei",  waa  the  rebuilding  of  Mexico.  Having 
chosen  the  eite,  he  apportioned  the  ground  for  churches, 
monasteries,  squares,  and  public  buildings,  dividing  the 
remainder  among  the  natives,  whom  he  permitted  to 
live  und(T  their  own  chiefs.  By  these  politic  means 
the  capital  of  Montezuma  soon  swarmed  with  a  bii^, 
industrious  population,  in  which  the  white  man  and 
tlie  Indian,  the  conquerors  and  the  conquered,  mixed 
together  engaged  in  the  arts  of  peace;  and  in  less  than 
twenty  years  after  the  conquest,  according  to  the  asser- 
tion of  a  missionary,  Europe  could  not  boast  a  finer  or 
more  opulent  city.  This  favourable  account  of  the 
happy  blending  of  the  conquerors  and  the  conquered  is 
given  by  the  Spaniards  themselves.  It  must  therefore 
be  received  cum  t/rano  talii,  the  more  e<>jiecially  as  we 
know  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Tlascalana,  who, 
as  a  reward  for  their  past  services,  were  exempted 
from  slaveiy,  the  great  mass  of  the  natives  wer*  ap- 
portioned among  the  Spaniards — in  other  words,  ^veo 
over  to  slavery.  As  an  excuse  for  the  Kmpenr 
Charles  V.  having  adopted  the  wicked  system  of  r»- 
partimieniog,  so  common  in  the  West  India  Islands, 
Cortes  said,  "That  without  enforcing  the  services  of 
the  natives  the  Spaniards  could  not  hold  the  land; 
tlierefore  it  was  that  he  had  waived  any  scruple  he 

■  'it  otherwise  have  had." 


CHAPTER  XV. 
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lONO  the  earliest  airivala  in  Mexico  from  tlif  islnnda 
I  Dofia  Catalina,  the  wife  of  Cortes.  She  vha 
I'eceived  with  all  the  honoura  due  to  the  exalted  posi- 
tion of  her  busband;  but  within  three  niontha  the 
poor  ladj  succumbed  t«  the  climato ;  and  an  Lcr  doatli 
happened  at  a  point  in  her  husband's  fortunes  when 
he  might  be  able,  as  indeed  be  did  eubsequentiy,  to 
form  an  alliance  with  one  of  the  princely  houses  of 
Spain,  there  were  those  among  hia  eneniiea  who  ac- 
cused him  of  being  the  caust-, 

Wiitla  Cortes  and  his  chief  olficore,  Alvarado  aud 
Sandoval,  were  engaged  in  Gcltling  the  country,  news 
reached  kim  that  the  proviuccs  of  Uiguiraa  and  Hou- 
duras  contained  rich  mioeH.  Some  wiUonJ  declared 
that  the  native  fiahurmen  of  tliosc  countries  usmI 
golden  voighta  alloyed  with  cupper  fur  their  nota. 
Tbey  furtbor  sud  that  in  the  same  direction  a  stiaib 
or  pnoMge  into  iiic  Pacific  might  be  discovered.  The 
genital  therefore  at  once  despatched  a  coosidentble 
aruament  under  Christovul  du  Olid,  with  orders  (o 
steer  for  HoDduras  and  |)lant  a  colony  on  its  northern 
coast,  after  which  be  was  tu  send  a  squadron  in  search 
of  the  etnut     Arriving  in  Konduma,  Olid  founded 
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tlie  colony  of  El  Triumpho  de  la  Crus;  but,  intoxic&ted 
■with  hia  new  and  sepiirate  command,  he  very  speedily 
declared  himself  independent  of  Cortes,  The  geneial 
receiving  these  tidings,  despatchi'd  Francisco  de  1 
CasaR  nith  a  force  to  punish  his  rebellion.  Captain 
Ias  Casus  was  wrecked,  and  fell  into  Olid's  power;  but 
eventuiUly  succeeding  in  raising  an  insurrectjon  in 
b  colony,  ho  seized  Olid  and  caused  him  to  be  beheaded. 

As  only  the  wreck  of  Las  Casas,  and  not  his  ultimate 

I  Bucce&s,  cume  to  the  ears  of  Cortes,  the  general  iit  ones 

I  set  ont  to  punish  Olid  himself.     Alttiough  attended 

I  by  the  retinue  of  an  eastern  emperor — buffoons,  dan- 

I  cers,  singers,  musicians,  and  a  host  of  servaute — this 

I  march  is  one  of  the  most  ten-ible  on  recoi-d ;  the  way 

being  through  woods  and  forests  ao  entangled,  gloomy, 

and  monotonous,  that  the  soldiers,  imagining  them* ' 

elves  lost,  began  to  despair.     The  trees  were  so  thick 

,3  to  exclude  the  rays  of  the  sun,  and  if  any  eminenca 

iccasionally  occun-ed  fiBm  which  a  wider  survey  could' 

be  made,  nothing  was  to  lio  seen  but  an  endless  oun- 

tinuation  of  the  same  terrible  foi-ests.     But  nothing 

could  daunt  the  heart  of  Corteg.     For  1,000  laitee  ba-, 

pursued  his  way,  and,  conquering  every  difficulty,  t 

length  auceeeiled  in  reaching  the  colony.     Tlie  geaemL 

having  reduced   tlie   settlers  to  Hubjection,  and   i 

burning  with  desire  to  add  fresh  possesdous   to  tbe' 

Oastilion  crown,  ho  was  about  to  continue  a  joufdm 

along  the  coast;  but  suddenly  he  received  news  tiak 

an  insurrection  had  broken  out  in  the  capital,  and,  i 

e  would  save  that  city,  he  must  return  at  onc& 

On  the  march  to  Honduras,  Cortes,  who  feared  tt 

I  consequences  of  leaving  such  important  persoDaaes  bi 
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kind,  took  with  him  Ouateinozin  and  Iiia  cousin,  the 
Kisg  of  Tacuba,  An  Indian  in  his  train  informed 
the  geneml  tliat  a  conapiraoj  had  been  set  on  foot, 
headed  by  the  two  Artec  princes,  to  maRSacre  them 
when  they  should  be  entangled  in  the  passage  of  gome 
defile  or  mom«3,  after  which  they  would  march  to 
HonduraB,  slay  the  Spaniards  there,  and  so  by  degrees 
reconquer  Mexico.  Onatemomi  and  hia  cnuain  were 
arrested,  and  after  a  short  examination,  iu  which 
Captain  Diaz,  who  wdb  jiresent,  says,  tlie  princes 
proved  their  innocence,  Cortes  orderwl  them  to  bo 
hanged.  When  brought  to  the  cf^  tree,  Guat«- 
modn,  addressing  the  general,  said, — "  I  knew  what  it 
was  to  trust  to  your  falae  praniisea,  Malincbe;  I  knew 
that  you  had  destined  nie  to  this  iuXe,  since  I  did  not 
fall  by  my  own  hand  when  you  entered  my  city  of 
Tcnochtitlan.  Why  do  you  slay  me  so  uiijuBtly  I 
God  will  demand  it  of  you  I"  The  unfortunate 
princes  were  then  banged  upon  a  tree  that  over- 
shadowed the  road. 

This  is  the  foulest  blot  on  the  reputation  of  Cort«i 
That  the  punishment  was  anmerit«d  we  have  tbe  tes- 
timony of  Diaz,  who  says,  "The  execution  of  Giiate- 
mozin  and  hia  cousin  was  most  ande-served,  and  so  it 
appeared  to  us  all  unjust  and  cruel."  To  account  for 
this  incxeumble  and  wanton  act  of  cnielty,  nay,  per- 
fidy, after  the  general's  promise  to  the  prince,  we  mtist 
remember  that  while  these  two  great  chiefs  HvlhI,  he 
had  alwuya  before  his  eyes  a  rising  of  the  AtWcs. 
So  fearful  was  be  of  Guatemozin's  cecape,  that  ho  never 
fjuitted  the  city  of  Mexico  without  taking  tliat  [<nnco 
with  him.     Thus,  at  the  first  opportunity, 
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iL  blow  that  should  rid  him  of  so  great  i 
brauce. 

Tlie  news  received  by  Cortes  from  Mexico  was  slllK<^; 
ciently  alarming.  Discussions  bad  broken  out  amon^ 
those  be  bad  left  to  goyem  tbe  city  in  bia  absence. 
Some  had  spread  a  report  that  the  general  aad  his 
army  had  periahed  in  the  moi'oa^s  or  forests.  Ujion 
this  they  declared  their  sovereign  authority,  caused 
funeral  ceremonies  to  be  performed  in  his  honour,  and 
took  possession  of  his  property.  Tbey  also  seized  the 
goods  of  the  absent  soldiers,  tyrannized  over  tbe  Spanish 
residents,  and  so  sorely  oppressed  the  native  popula- 
tion that  a  general  rising  wiia  feared;  hence  Zuozo, 
who  had  communicated  this  news,  implored  the 
general  to  return.  Cortes  accordingly  embarked  with 
a  few  followers ;  but  a  tempest  so  disabled  the  vessel 
he  was  compelled  to  go  bock  to  HonduTBS.  A.  second 
attempt  proving  equally  unsuccesatul,  his  spirit  quailed, 
for  he  believed  that  heaven  had  thus  siguified  its  will 
that  he  should  not  i-etum  to  Mesieo,  He  therefora 
sent  a  trusty  messenger,  informing  hia  friends  of  U 
pursonal  safety  in  Hou.dui'as ;  but  so  emaciated  and  tti 
hausted  was  he  by  illness  and  mental  suffering  (DIm 
intimtttes  that  tlie  murder  of  Giiatemozin  was  npoa 
his  conscience),  that  he  instituted  public  pmyers  Ui 
heaven  to  avert  its  anger,  ond  then  prepared  for  death. 
From  this  despondency,  however,  he  was  at  length 
aroused  by  tbe  exertions  of  his  friend  Sandoval  and 
tbe  receipt  of  other  letters  from  Mexioo,  and  he  agiun 
embarked  Upon  his  airival,  tbe  people,  mad  ' 
joy  at  tbe  sight  of  the  only  man  who  could  reBCUAV 
couatiy  from  its  state  of  anarchy,  threw  t 
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arches  across  the  roads,  ami  strewed  flowers  in  bis 
palli  as  Lb  passed  on  towards  Mexico,  tlie  citizens  of 
which  came  out  to  welcome  and  escort  him  once  mote 
to  his  priucely  residence. 

Wliilo  these  events  were  going  forward  in  the  New 
World,  the  enemies  of  Cortes  were  not  wanting  in 
activity  at  the  court  of  Spain.  Tlicj  had  assailed  his 
churacteP  witli  the  foulest  imputations.  "  He  had," 
thejr  said,  "appropriated  to  his  own  use  treaaurefl 
Ivlonging  to  the  crown ;  lie  hail  distributed  the  chief 
ulliccs  among  his  own  crciktures,  and  obtained  un- 
bounded inQucuce  over  both  Spaniards  and  natives  ; 
had  expended  immense  suina  in  fortifjing  both  tlie 
(^pital  and  bis  own  palace;  in  sliort,  that  be  was 
preparing  to  shake  olf  his  all^iance  to  Spain,  and 
eatAblisb  a  new  sovereignty."  He  was,  moreover, 
accused  of  the  murder  of  bis  wife. 

Alaimed  at  even  the  probability  of  these  gr&re 
charges,  the  Emperor  Charles  sent  out  Luis  Ponce  de 
Leon,  a  man  of  high  runk,  with  powi'rs  to  investigate 
the  matter.  At  the  same  time  he  wrote  a  letter  in  his 
own  Laud  to  Cort«s,  advising  him  of  this  step,  and 
ii^iuring  lihn  that  it  was  not  irom  distrust  of  him,  but 
to  afford  lum  the  opportunity  of  placing  his  ciiaracter 
in  its  proper  light  betbre  the  world.  From  the  known 
integrity  of  Do  Leon,  it  is  probable  that  the  iuvestiga- 
lioii  would  have  resulted  in  iai-our  of  the  general;  but, 
unfortunately,  that  minister  died  of  fever  soon  after  his 
arrival  in  Mexico.  On  his  death-bed  he  df^Ieguted  liLi 
office  to  an  aged  man,  who  lived  but  a  »hort  time,  and 
who  appointed  as  hU  successor  one  Estnula,  the  king's 
-,  and  a  personal  enemy  of  Cortes.     So  great 
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was  tfao  genoral's  popularity,  however,  among  1 
coloniflts,  that  they  offered  to  take  up  arms  ! 
defence ;  bnt  this  he  forbade,  eoutonting  liimself  -with 
laying  down  his  autJiority  and  retiring  to  an  estate  at 
some  distance  from  the  capital.  The  court  of  Spain, 
however,  ackaowlodgiag  the  incompetency  of  Estrada, 
ordered  liis  recall,  and  appointed  a  commission,  <<ntitled 
the  Royal  Audience,  to  proceed  to  Mexico,  where  they 
were  to  examine  into  the  charges  against  Cortes,  with 
instructions  to  send  him  to  Europe,  if  necessary  by 
force.  Still  in  fear  that  their  great  vassal  might 
defy  the  commission,  they  sent  him  a  letter,  in  which 
he  woa  commanded  to  return,  to  consult  with  them  on 
Indian  aSkirs,  and  to  receive  the  reward  of  hia  high 
merits.  All  this  scheming,  however,  waa  ntineeesMm 
for  Cortea  had  long  determined  to  retitrn  to  S]iaiii  aBl 
vindicate  himself  at  th^  throne  of  the  emperor.  On  Tiji 
voyage  he  was  accompanied  by  hia  friend,  the  gaUtun 
Sandoval,  some  other  of  his  officers,  and  many  Axtec 
and  Tlascalan  nobles.  At  Villa  Eica  he  "was  liehtyiocl 
for  a  time  to  celebrate  the  obsetjuie^  of  his  father,  Xioi 
Martin  Cortes,  of  whow  death  he  there  received  Cidii^ 
But  m  May,  1528,  he  arrived  at  Palos,  that  port  ^1 
which  Columbus  had  sailed  upon  liis  Snt  voyage.  Ti 
this  town,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  he  met  Fren- 
cisco  Pizarro,  the  subsequent  conqueror  of  Pern,  who 
was  then  on  his  way  to  court  to  solicit  aid  for  his  g 
enterprise.  At  this  same  town,  and  time,  another  eM 
occurred  which  threw  a  clond  over  the  ^orl«a  atm 
conqueror — the  death  of  his  devoted  ofEcer  and  &i^ 
friend,  Gomcalo  de  Sandoval,  who,  soon  uftt^-  1 
was  seized  with  a  fever,  of  which  he  died,  but  in  ■ 
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Rrms  of  Ills  old  comtnander.  Tlnis,  after  (•DcouDteriiig 
dcAth  in  ita  most  terrible  forms  during  the  odv&nce 
from  the  sen  up  to  the  great  plateau,  the  fierce  siego  of 
Mexico,  mid  the  more  terrible  march  to  Houdunis,  in 
n  WTplched  iuu  died  tho  moat  gcnerotu,  chivalrous,  and 
popular  of  the  captuiua  of  the  conr|acst.  His  remains 
were  interred  with  all  Bolemnitj  hy  the  fiws  in  tlii! 
ceroeteiy  of  the  convent  of  La  Rabida. 

Tlie  news  of  the  uoespected  arrival  in  8[miu  of  tlie 
jealoualy-r^arded  vassal  produced  an  tistraordiuary 
effect,  nut  only  upon  bis  cooutrymen  in  general,  but 
upon  the  court  All  jealousy  was  foi^ttcn ;  his  ma- 
lignere  were  silenced.  The  greatest  princes  in  the  Und 
advimced  to  meet  him  ;  the  houses  and  streete  swarmed 
with  people  anxious  to  gaze  upon  the  conqueror ;  in  fact, 
his  journey  to  Toledo  more  resembled  one  of  the  great 
progrcKM  of  the  emperor  than  the  going  to  court  of  a 
powerlid  raaaoL  The  sun  of  imperial  favour  now  shone 
upon  the  hero.  He  was  graciously  received  by  tbe 
cmiveror,  who,  as  an  acknowlwlgment  of  hia  servioee, 
ci-eated  him  Marquis  of  tlie  Valley  of  Oaxaca,  and 
bestowed  upon  him  a  domain  which  comprehended 
more  thnn  twenty  largo  towns  and  23,000  dependonta. 
Thiii  was  a  uiagniGcent  reward ;  but  it  is  as  well  to 
remember  that  the  estates  and  vassals  had  fin^t  beat 
talceu  by  the  ucwly-made  loarqiiis  himself  fi-om  the 
Aztec  emperor.  Further,  to  ahow  his  confidence  in 
Cortes,  the  emperor  commanded  him  to  appear  by  his 
side  apon  all  public  occasions,  and  oDCe  when  tho  genentl 
was  ill  of  fever  Charlts  even  visited  his  sick  bed. 

In  tho  governorship,  or  rather  vjcoroyaliy  of  tAe 
empire  ho  had  conquered,  thv  empotor  rofuucd  to  oon&m 
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the  niarqiiis.  To  prevent  all  cliance  of  their  advc 
turouB  generala  and  admirals  becoming  independent,  1 
hnd  ever  been  the  policy  of  the  kings  of  Spain  to 
encourage  one  clasa  of  men  to  nisko  conquests,  bat 
another  to  rule  over  them  afterwaixls.  Hence  Cortes 
received  the  api»intnieut8  of  Captain-general  of  Now 
Spain,  and  Admiral  of  the  Coasts  of  the  Soutli  Sea,  vrith 
power  to  make  discoveries  therein,  and  the  right  t<> 
rule  over  sach  lands  us  he  should  oolonize.  But  not 
the  least  of  the  rewards  bestowed  upon  the  successful 
soldier  was  the  hand  of  tlie  beautiful  niece  of  the  Duke 
de  fiejar,  by  which  he  became  allied  to  some  of  the 
most  illustrious  families  in  Castile. 

The  main  object  of  this  work  being  attained  vith 
the  conquest  of  Mexico,  and  the  return,  of  the  con- 
queror to  Spain,  I  have  now  but  to  give  a.  sketdi  of 
the  hero's  subsequent  career,  In  the  qiriug  of  15M 
the  marquis,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  returned  to  New 
SpMu-  for  a  time  he  devoted  himself  to  the  cultiva- 
tion and  improvement  of  his  vast  estates,  and  tfad 
welfare  of  hb  vassals.  The  love,  however,  of  glorj 
and  fame  had  become  a  part  of  his  existence;  so,  find- 
ing himself  debarred  from  taking  a  leading  pert  in  the 
government  of  the  couutr}-,  he  eagerly  engaged  in  tb( 
prosecution  of  geographical  discovei-ies.  Accordil^H 
he  fitted  out,  at  his  own  expense,  nn  expedition  S 
examine  the  north- west  coast;  but  this  proving  a  faflmQ 
he  fitted  out  another,  of  which  he  took  the  comtntuiii 
in  person.  This  not  only  met  with  the  Uk»  result^  bnl 
was  more  disastrous,  the  only  consequence  being  fu 
has  since  proved,  no  alight  one)  the  discovery  of  tie  n 
insula  of  California.     Again  he  sent  succours  to  f 


fbi  two  ships,  ordering  the  captaine  to  steer  from  Peru 
fa  tiw  Uolnccaa.  ThtH  voyage  was  snccesafiU;  liut  the 
OMfttoOcntes  of  these  expeditions  was  300,000  crowns 
— a  loM  BO  great  that  his  afiairs  beeame  cmban-asaed. 
Still  he  prepared  to  send  out  another  expedition  under 
the  command  of  a  natural  son,  Don  Luia.  But  in  this 
ho  was,  as  in  other  entcrpHsea,  so  much  thwarted  by 
the  new  viceroy,  that,  disguated  at  the  interference,  he 
took  with  him  his  eldest  son  and  heir,  and  embarked 
for  Spain,  where  he  hoped  to  get  his  wrongs  redressed 
and  his  disbursements  for  the  servic*  of  the  crown  re- 
paid. The  emperor,  however,  was  absent,  and  a  year 
passed  without  his  obtaiuing  nmre  Ihau  a  polite  hear- 
ing from  the  council  of  the  Indies. 

When  Charles  returned,  he  headed  an  expedition 
against  Algiers.  Cortes  acoampanied  him ;  and  when, 
after  a  long  and  desperate  struggle,  it  was  proposed  at 
e  council  of  war  to  abandon  the  siege,  he  indignantly 
offered  to  take  the  place  himself  if  the  soldiers  would 
support  him.  "  Would,"  he  added,  "  I  had  by  my  aide 
but  a  handful  of  the  Tet«raii3  who  fought  at  Mexioa" 
Tills  was  indeed  charaeteristio  of  a  man  who,  Preacott 
justly  oheerves,  "  when  ho  had  once  |i!auted  his  foot, 
was  ne\er  known  to  raise  it  again  till  he  had  aoooni- 
plishod  his  object."  But  his  offer  was  decided  as  too 
romantic,  and  the  army  returned  to  Spain,  where  the 
hero  remained  three  more  years,  dancing  attendance 
ujMu  a  luonarch  who,  in  the  magnificent  results  of  the 
conquest  of  Peru,  had  already  forgotten  the  oooqueror 
of  Mexico.  Upon  one  occasion,  after  repeated  refusals 
to  grant  him  an  audience,  Cortes  fought  his  wsy 
through  the  crowd    to    the   steps  of  the  emperot'i 
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carriage.  With  magiuficent  audadtjr,  Charlee  dtd 
maodcd  "  uAo  he  teas."  "  One,"  replied  Cortea,  "  wU 
has  given  you  more  provisoes  th&n  your  ancestors  Ufl 
yon  towns."  ^ 

It  was  a  bold  answer;  but  it  lost  him  all  chance  cS. 
havinghiacaae  investigated.  For  the  future  he  remained 
in  obscurity,  till,  worn  out  by  fatigue  and  disappoint- 
ment, he  expired  at  Seville  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1547,  at  the  age  of  aixty-seveo.  His  estates  and  titles 
Tiftimately  passed  by  marriage  to  the  Dukes  of  Monta- 
leone,  who  held  the  latter  until  the  Mexicans  thi 
off  the  rule  of  Spain. 

The  remains  of  this  extraordinary  man  were  I 
interred  in  the  faniUy  vault  of  the  Dukes  of  Met 
Sidonia.  Tu  the  year  loli2  they  were  removed  to 
the  monastery  of  Tezcuco,  and  placed  by  the  aide 
of  hja  mother  and  daughter.  In  1629  they  were 
again  removed;  and  on  the  death  of  the  fourth  mar- 
quiaj  they  were  transferred  with  gi-eat  pomp  to  the 
Church  of  San  Francisco  in  Mexico.  Again,  in  1794, 
they  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  of  Jesus  of  NazarWih, 
in  the  same  city.  This  time  tliey  were  placed  in  a 
crystal  coffin,  secured  by  bars  and  plates  of  ailver ;  over 
them  waa  laised  a  monument,  displaying  the  artna  of 
the  family,  and  a  bronze  bust  of  the  conqueror.  I^utly, 
in  1823  the  patriot  mob,  in  their  zeal  to  exhibit  their 
hatred  of  the  old  Spaniards,  and  loorlhffi/  to  commemo- 
rate their  independence,  determined  to  break  open  the 
coffin  and  scatter  the  ashes  of  the  hero  tolihe  win<I& 
Let  us  hope  that  tbero  is  truth  in  the  story  tluit,  hf 
the  help  of  the  authorities,  the  friends  of  the  ^mily 
Jireveuted  the  aaerilt^a,  by  entering  iho  vault  at  ni^it 
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and  remoying  the  relics;  for  surely  it  is  sufficient  din- 
grace  to  the  vast  population  of  the  New  World  that 
Humboldt  could  write,  "We  may  traverse  Spanish 
America  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Monterey,  and  in  no 
quarter  shall  we  meet  with  a  national  monument  which 
the  public  gratitude  has  raised  to  Christopher  Colum- 
bus or  Hernando  Cortes." 
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^^^V  CHAPTER  ^1 

I  PIZAJIBO  AND    UlS   PAUTNEKS. 

As  an  exemplar  of  the  power  of  indomitable  pereever- 
ance,  the  name  of  Francisco  Fisian'o  atandii  second  to 
none  upon  the  long  roll  of  eonquerors.  Without  interest, 
birth,  wealth,  the  cotnmoneat  rudiments  of  education, 
or  those  manners  whicli  an  old  ttchool  proverb  tells  us 
commonly  make  a  man's  fortune,  he  ascended  &om 
the  lowest  to  the  highest  round  of  the  fickle  goddess'a 
ladder. 

The  city  of  Truxillo,  in  Elstremadura,  claims  the 
honour  of  his  birth,  which  took  place  about  the  year 
1471.  He  was  the  ille^titnate  son  of  a  Colonel  Oon- 
zalo  Pizatro  and  Franclsca  QomaleK  It  is  reported 
that,  deserted  by  his  parenta,  and  left  at  the  door  of  one 
of  tho  chnrches  in  the  city,  he  would  have  perished, 
bad  he  not  received  from  a  sow  the  same  kind  of  nurs- 
tDg  thnt  RoranlaB  is  said  to  have  obtained  from  a  she- 
wolf.  That  this  story  is  not  entirely  fabulous  seems 
eettain  from  tho  fact,  thut  to  his  dying  hour  he  could 
autLer  read  nor  write:  and  that  up  to  his  twenty- 
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second  year,  about  the  time  when  the  discoTerieB  of 
Columbua  aud  the  richea  of  the  New  World  were 
riujpng  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  ui'tbe  land, 
he  was  eamuig  hu  daili^  bi'ead  in  the  humble  capacity 
of  a  swijiehevd.  The  exact  period  when  Fizarro  sailed 
for  the  colonies  is  not  known.  It  is,  however,  probable 
that  one  who  had  so  few  reasons  to  remain  at  home, 
and  so  many  chances  of  improring  hia  condition  by  a  i 
life  of  adventure,  should  Lave  been  among  the  earliest 
to  leave  Spain  for  the  New  World. 

The  first  we  hear  of  Pizarro  in  the  history  of  Spanish 
niiiritiiue  adventure  is  at  the  Island  of  Hispaniola  or 
St.  Domingo,  in  1530,  as  taking  part  iu  the  expedition 
to  Uraba,  nnder  the  mad-headed  Alonzo  dc  Ojedfl; 
that  expedition  which  Cort«a  was  prevented  froia 
taking  part  in  by  a  temporaiy  lameness.  Even  by  this 
time  Fizarro  must  liave  worked  his  way  upwards  man- 
fully; for  BO  far  did  he  share  the  coniideiice  of  OJeda, 
that  when  that  commander  returned  to  Hispaniola  foe 
provisions  for  his  starving  colonists,  he  left  Pim^m)  iu 
charge  of  the  settlement. 

Next  we  hear  of  him  as  an  officer  under  Vaseo 
Niraea  de  Balboa,  the  Gov-emor  of  Darien.  Ho  waa 
with  that  commander  when  the  cacique's  son  rebnked 
the  Spaniards*  for  quarrelling  about  their  shares  of  th« 
gold,  and  told  them  that  beyond  the  mountains,  to  tha 
south,  there  was  a  country  where  that  metal  was  as 
plentiful  and  commou  among  the  people  as  iron  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Spain.  This  first  intimation  of  the 
existence  of  Peru,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  was  not 
*  See  paga  10. 


lost  iipoa  PizftiTo.  Agiiin  bo  was  with  Balboa  at  tlie 
discovety  of  the  Pocilic  Ocean,  and  woa  the  second 
EuropL'An  who  doAcended  to  ita  eliarea. 

The  expcricucti  whk-h  Piairro  had  gained  of  the 
great  eoathern  owau  under  Balboa  indnwd  the  gover- 
nor, Pedrarias,  to  give  hini  a-  command  in  an  expedition 
which  he  sent  uoder  hia  relation,  Morales,  to  explore 
thu  Pearl  lelanda  In  1515.  It  was  then  that  the 
Spaniard]!  met  with  tho  warlike  cacique,  Biru,  from 
whom  tho  name  Peru  is  said  to  have  been  derived, 
lud  that  Fizarro  was  enabled  to  practise  himself  in 
e  cruelties  for  which  liia  name  is  sjaoxxymone. 
Indiana  were  hunted  down  by  fierce  Ltood-hounda; 
aty,  after  tho  majisacre  of  some  700  nativeB,  their 
chiofa  were  placed  in  ohatiia  and  thrown  to  the  dogs 
to  he  torn  to  pieces.  Upon  another  oocasion,  during  a 
retreat,  tho  Spaniards,  to  arrest  the  pi'ogresa  of  the 
pursuing  Indians,  murdered  their  native  prisonere, 
hoping  thereby  tliat  tlieJr  frienda  would  irtop  to  lament 
over  thero.  The  reeult  of  this  cniel  expedition  was  the 
lo«  of  many  of  their  number  and  the  plunder  of  aomo 
valuable  pfiarls,  one  of  which  was  so  large  and  pure 
that  the  governor,  Pedrarias,  presented  it  to  tho  era- 
press.  During  thia  expoditiou  the  following  notnhle 
incident  ooeurreil: — 

A  certain  cnci(]ae,  finding  resiatanee  in  vain,  brouglit 
eA  a  [lettoe  offering  a  basket  filled  with  pearls  of  great 
Hizo  and  beauty,  for  whidi  ho  considered  himself  suffi- 
ciently repaid  by  a  preaeut  of  hutchet-heods  and 
hawks"  bclla.  Tho  S|MmiardH,  gloating  over  their 
Lxirgain,  smiled  at  his  joy.  Observing  this,  the  chief 
very  sensibly  said, — "  These  things  I  cui  turn  to  use- 


I  fill  purpoaea,  but  of  vihnt  value  nre  tliose  pearU 
mpl" 

The  ncjct  event  of  imjiortauce  in  the  life  of  I'izarro 
was  hiu  arrest  ol  Balboa,  by  the  order  of  Pedrarias.  !□ 
the  readiness  with  which  Iiisi  old  companion  and  lieu- 
tenant had  passed  from  hia  service  to  that  of  his  jealous 
enemy,  Pedmriue,  Balboa  Bmsthave  read  the  time-serv- 
ing character  of  Pijarro;  for,  asut  the  head  of  a  party  of 
soldiers  he  came  to  arrest  him,  he  said,  bitterly, — "What 
is  this,  Francisco  Pizarro  t  You  were  not  wont  to  oo 
out  in  this  fashion  to  meet  ma" 
L  With  patient,  never-swerving  perseverance,  over  a 
I  period  of  nearly  thirty  years,  did  Pizarro  ptiisoe  a 
r  career  of  toil,  danger,  and  suflering.  During  this  ti 
his  characterstanda  high  as  acolonistand  soldier;  aie\ 
rebellious  or  contentious,  but  laborious,  most  eudurin^ 
faithful,  and  obedient  to  )iia  superiors.  Truly  this 
should  be  a  leason  to  those  impatient  for  snooees  wad 
prosperit}'^;  for,  ut  the  age  of  fifty,  excepting  a  re{H)tAr 
tiou  among  the  second  or  third-rale  soldiers  of  the  ' 
conquest  of  the  New  World,  be  found  himself  nt  Pa- 
nama (the  then  seat  of  Pedmrios'  govi^rnmcnt)  ia  jkw- 
eesaion  of  nothing  but  a  tract  of  unhealthy  land  and  « 
I  snail  repartimiento  of  Indians — tlie  sole  reward  for  Ina 
g  and  many  military  services ;  and  with  this  nuKiest 
B  the  old  soldier  would,  in  all  probability,  hafc 
1  content,  but  for  circumstances  I  am  about  to 

After  the  execution  of  his  rival,  Balboa,  Pedrariaa 
f  lemoved  the  seat  of  his  government  to  Faniuna,  frma 
'  whence  he  sent  several  expeditions,  with  orders  to  pur- 

e  a  northern,  or  rather  ivesterly,  dipeptiou,  in  search 
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of  thfit  imaginiiry  strait  which  all  the  Spanish  ud- 
veDtui«rB  beLeved  would  lead  them  to  the  seaa  of 
China  and  Japvi.  The  only  advantage,  however,  of 
importance  gained  hy  thcae  expeditions,  was  the  com- 
pletion of  the  BHTvey  of  the  whole  coutinent  Ever 
toiling  and  fighting  their  way  in  a  westttrly  directioa, 
they  opened  up  Veragua,  Coota  Rica,  Hicamguft,  and 
altimately  came  into  collision  with  the  conquerors  of 
Mexico,  who,  descending  the  great  plateau,  had  settled 
at  Hondnrua,  But  at  Ici^h  Fedrarias,  who  was  always 
dreaming  of  that  mysterious  kingdom  of  gold  wlticb 
report  stated  to  exist  to  the  sonth,  sent,  in  1532,  an 
armada  in  that  direction,  under  the  cooimaDd  ot 
Paacual  de  Andagoya.  Ill  health  comjx-Ued  that 
captain  to  return  to  Panama  without  making  any 
important  di«:overy  ;  still,  sncb  corroborative  accounts 
did  ho  bring  buck  of  the  existence  of  this  Eldorado, 
that  Pedrarias  authorized  tJie  fitting  out  of  another 
armament,  giving  the  command  to  one  Juan  Basorto, 
u  nmn  to  whom  he  was  under  j)«uuiary  obligations, 
and  who  was  sufficiently  rich  to  bear  a  great  proportion 
of  the  expense.  Itasurto,  however,  dving  suddenly,  ihe 
•^veiiior  was  at  his  wits'  end  for  a  pcnon  both  cti|Mhji' 
and  willijig  to  nndortako  sucli  an  expedition;  for 
iiltlioiigh  the  myKtoriouR  land  of  gold  curtained  by  the 
cordillciras  was  tho  all-absorbing  topic  of  conversation 
umong  the  colonists,  so  grcut  bad  been  the  hanjabipii  anil 
ililBcultitM  of  those  who  had  ventured  iuto  the  wiutliem 
occnn,  that  th«  most  daring  hesitated  to  come  forward. 
During  the  siege  of  Sebastopol  it  was  a  standing 
joko  aguDst  the  allies,  that  a  body  of  merchants  would, 
for  a  given  BUDlf  undertaku  ita  roductiou  in  a  muth 
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ulmrter  time;  so,  in  1523,  tbi'ee  coloimts  at  Panam* 
mode  a  eimilar  offer  to  discover  and  couqner  th| 
nnknowu  land  of  gold.  These  wew  Ftauciaodt 
Pizzai-n,  Diego  de  Almagro,  a  soldier  of  fortnn^ 
and  Hernando  de  Luque,  a  Spanish  priest  and  school- 
maater.  The  life  of  Almagro  had  been  aimllar  to  thak 
of  PizAiTO.  The  son  of  a  labouring  man,  be  had  in  hn 
youth  taken  service  with  a  licentiate  at  the  coait  o 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella;  bnt  having  slabbed  a  com 
pacion  in  a  quarrel,  to  escape  justice  he  Joined  one  a 
the  earlier  expedltiona  to  the  New  World,  where  b 
served  for  manj  years  aa  a  soldier.  The  land  am 
repartimienlo  of  Indians  apportioned  to  him  joined  tha 
■•state  of  Pimrro,  and  the  two  retired  soldiers,  liavii 
Ikjen  old  comrades,  worked  their  properties  togetha 
for  their  mutual  benefit,  and,  in  the  course  < 
"their  friendahip  became  so  strong,  and  their  lutczGoM 
so  associated,  that  a  Spanish  writ«r,  who  knew-  thcg 
lx»th,  says,  "  They  were  aa  two  persons  with  one  inindj 
The  owner  of  another  but  much  larger  tract  near  t] 
lands  of  the  two  soldiera,  was  Hernando  de  Lnqiie,  i 
great  favonrite  of  the  governor.  He  joined  i 
partnersliip  ;  and  so  well  did  they  manage  thojr  joiill 
estates,  that  at  the  time  Pedrariaa  was  looking  out  t 
a  leatler  for  his  proposed  expedition,  they  had  i' 
by  the  sale  of  cattle  18,000  pesos  of  gold.* 
shares,  liowovcr,  were  not  by  any  means  oqiuU,  for  tl 
priest  was  by  far  the  richest  and  Pizan-o  the  poor* 
of  that  remarkable  trio  who  applied  for  and  obt 
jjermission  from  Pedrarios  to  explore  aud  suViijugfttQ  tl 
i-mpiro  of  Peiii, 

■  A  pMD  of  gold  wu  ciiiul  lo  la.  i^ 
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Wf  Of  these  three  ftdventiirers,  the  youngest  of  whom 
had  passed  his  fiftieth  year,  Pizarro  was  to  undertake 
the  discovery  and  conquest,  Atmagro  was  to  go  and 
come  with  arms,  men,  and  provisions,  between  Peru 
and  Panama,  while  the  priest  wu  to  remain  in  the 
colony,  to  took  after  their  joint  interests,  and  to  find 
niODey.  The  latter  he  did  by  moans  of  a  licentiate 
named  Espinosu,  who  became  a  sleeping  pailncr  in  this 
mcmonible  firm.  The  ahore  of  Pedrurios  wus  to  be 
one-fourth  of  the  profits. 

A  ship  was  speedily  purchased,  and  got  ready  ftir  tea 
by  Almagro.  To  enlist  soldiers  and  sailors,  however, 
waa  not  so  easy ;  for  as  the  old  colonists,  except  a  few 
of  the  most  idle  and  reckless,  would  not  join,  the 
partners  were  obliged  to  wait  for  new  arrivals  from 
Spain, — men,  in  foot,  who,  not  having  heoi-d  of  the 
difficnlties  and  dangers  of  the  proposed  expedition, 
would  the  more  readily  take  the  bait  of  a  golden 
fortune  held  out  to  thera.  As  they  came  they  were 
[>ersuaded  to  «ilist,  and  were  providsd  with  food  und 
lo<1ging  until  a  sufficient  number  had,  as  it  were,  been 
raised  up, 

At  leugth  eighty  men  and  four  hones  having  been 
gradually  collected  and  ship|)ed,  the  tliree  partners,  to 
inuke  their  contract  more  binding,  heard  mass  together 
and  partook  of  the  sBcrument.  Pizarro  then  set  sail 
fi-om  the  [lort  of  PaDann  Bbirut  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber, 1534.  Of  course,  us  in  all  other  es|ieditioiiii,  thv 
King  of  Spain  wus  to  have  one-fifth  of  the  plunder 
taken  from  the  "heathen;"  and  to  see  that  hia  majesty 
was  not  cheated,  a  treasurer  and  an  insjieetor  were 
placed  on  board  by  the  governor.     Thus,  with   leaa 
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than  one  bundred  men,  did  Piza.ri'o  set  forth  to  conqi 
an  umpire,  leaving  Alniugi-o  to  follow  from  lime  i 
time  in  a  smaller  ship  with  reinforcements. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  the  ndventurers  tbst,  id 
ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  South  Sea,  Pizarro 
should  have  chosen  tha  very  worst  time  of  the  year. 
It  was  the  rainy  season,  when  the  contrary  winda 
render  the  navigation  of  the  South  doubly  dangeroua. 
But,  once  afloat,  Francisco  Pizarro  was  not  the  man  to 
look  behind.  The  achievemeota  of  bia  distant  kius- 
mao,  Cortea,*  filled  bia  brain  with  a  deaire  of  emula- 
tion. The  (to  him)  certain  infonnatioii  he  bad  received 
of  the  existence  of  a  country  t«emiag  witli  gold  weighed 
heavily  upon  bia  greedy,  avaricious  soul;  bo,  like  the 
oouqueror  of  Mexico,  be  knew  no  mean  between  on- 
wards or  deatk 

Doublinjj  the  Puerto  de  Pifias — "  Port  of  Pines,' 
Pizarro  reached  the  river  Birll  About  two  leagues  np 
thifi  stream  tbey  landed,  and  proceeded  into  the  interior, 
leaving  only  sufficient  to  take  charge  of  the  ship.  Thi< 
expedition  waa  diahearttining  in  the  extreme,  toe  the 
country  was  so  swampy  and  entangled  with  brush' 
■wood,  ao  intense  the  heat  of  the  sim  and  rocky  the 
ground,  that  the  whole  party  were  speedily  compelled 
to  retrace  their  steps.  Many,  indeed,  were  obliged  U 
he  carried  by  their  companions;  for,  with  feet  cut  to  thi 
bone,  and  famishing  for  want  of  food,  they  sunk  to  tb 
ground  from  sheer  exhaustion,  Keeping  Uieir  eoium 
along  the  coast,  they  reached  Puerto  de  la  Hambn— 
"  the  Port  of  Hunger,"     Here,  having  taken  i 

■  It  ii  aaid  that  tin  motber  of  Cortes  was  a  riuiro,  and 
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and  water — nought  el  Be  waa  to  be  obtained — PtKarro 
next  steered  more  towards  the  open  sea,  still  keeping 
to  tlie  Bouth;  bnt  after  being  tossed  about  by  pitiless 
teiupceta  for  nearly  tea  daya,  wilboiit  making  any  bead- 
way,  and,  moreover,  binding  tbemsclves  shoit  of  pro- 
TiHioiiB,  they  retmned  to  the  low  HWamjiy  ahorea  of 
Puerto  lie  la  Hambre.  By  this  cliaugo  from  sea  t« 
land  their  condition  was  scui'uelj  betters) ;  for  the 
forests  were  dense,  the  atmoapbero  hot  and  bumid,  the 
land  one  vaitt  swamp,  and  neither  bird  nor  animal  to 
be  found  npon  which  tbey  coidd  recruit  tbeir  Ikmished 
strength.  The  country  seemed  deserted  by  evety  living 
thing,  and  the  forlorn  adventurers  doomed  to  deatb  by 
the  Blow  and  terrible  procesa  of  starvation ;  for  soon 
tUey  liud  nought  wherewith  to  sustain  life  bnt  the 
dried  hide  of  a  cow  and  the  bitter  palm  huds  of  the 
foi'est.  Is  it  to  be  wondered,  then,  that  in  sueh  straits 
the  men  should  have  forgotten  tbeir  dreams  of  wealth, 
aud  clamoured  against  the  commander,  charging  him 
with  being  the  autlior  of  tbeir  miseries? 

"  You  have  deluded  us,"  they  cried,  "  with  promises 
of  a  fuiry  land,  which  the  farther  wo  advance  thu 
farther  it  recedes.  It  is  of  no  use  contending  against 
fate.  Ijet  ub,  starving  as  we  are,  endeavour  to  return 
to  Panama.  Far  better  take  that  poor  chance  of  sav- 
ing our  lives  than  to  wiut  here  and  die  of  hunger." 

Pisearo,  however,  wan  not  to  be  dismayed  by  grum- 
blers. Ue  had  passed  through  greater  hardships  under 
the  chivalrouB  but  mad-he«ded  Ojeda;  for,  brave  as  he 
was,  he  dreaded  the  ridicule  of  the  colonists  of  Panama; 
thert'foi«  he  used  every  argument  his  mortified  pride 
ty^uld  suggest  to  rally  the  spirits  of  his  followers,  t^- 
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minding  theni  that  great  obstacles  DecesHnrily  lay  ■ 
tlie  way  of  all  discoverers.  "Tbcre  ie  every  motnj 
that  we  sliould  patiently  overcome  all  difficulties,"  mii 
he.  "  The  existence  of  these  regions  of  gold  is  iH| 
(li>ubte-d,  and  remember  it  wna  only  by  gallant  peetM 
ToruDce  and  great  toil  that  the  hero  Cortes  and  n 
soldiers  reaped  the  conquest  and  riches  of  SlexidA 
True,"  he  added,  "our  exigencies  are  gr<at;  we  art 
starring,  but  proviaioaa  may  be  obtained  from  the  Isle 
of  Pearls;"  and  thua,  soothing  the  men,  he  despatched 
KtoQtcnegro,  one  of  his  officers,  with  the  ship  and  onfr 
half  the  company,  back  to  that  isIancL 

As  the  Isle  of  Pearls  was  not  far  distant,  Pij»rrc 
did  not  anticipate  that  Montenegro  vould  be  abeesl 
more  than  a  few  days;  but  week  after  week  poMed 
without  bringing  any  sigiia  of  bis  return.  During  tbit 
time  the  sufiTerings  of  tlie  poor  fellows  were  t«rribl^ 
their  only  nieaus  of  Qonrisliment  being  such  shelU&sb 
a«  they  could  from  time  to  time  pick  up  on  the  shon-, 
or  berries  so  poisonous  that  the  bodies  of  those  who  ate 
them  swelled  and  eutTered  from  racking  pains.  OUiers, 
preferring  famine  to  snch  diet,  died  of  starvation.  Yet, 
amidst  this  misery,  there  was  one  who  bore  all  heroi- 
cally, whose  spirits  never  flagged,  and  who  watched  and 
attended  his  sick  or  djing  comiianions  with  the  xSec- 
tionate  attention  of  a  parent.  It  was  Pieairo  himself, 
who,  by  such  conduct,  obtained  an  aacendaooy  m^ 
ihe  rough  natives  which  the  assertion  of  aullioritaid 
that  fearful  time  could  never  have  secured  him.  yf^ 
what  anxiety  did  those  famishing  men  stmin  their  «9d 
across  the  waate  of  waters,  watching  every  speoki  in  dw 
hope  tha-t  it  might  be  Montenegro's  vesseL     iirt  wk 
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i  &y  ader  day,  week  after  wc«k  passed,  anil  the  mitierablQ 
beings,  DOW  believing  tliey  had  been  quite  abandoned 
by  tlieir  couutiymen,  resigned  themselves  to  hopeless 
despair.  So  matters  grew  worse  and  wortte  till  more 
than  twenty  had  died.  Then  one  man  who  bad  strayed 
from  the  rest  brought  news  that  he  had  Been  a  light 
gleaming  through  an  opeuing  in  the  woods.  The 
inlelUgPiico  waa  received  with  frantic  joy,  for  it  be- 
tokened the  neighbourhood  of  some  aottlement, — at 
least  BO  thought  Pizarro,  who,  taking  with  him  the 
least  exhausted  of  his  men,  went  forth  to  reconnoitre 
in  the  direction  of  the  openinji^ 

Hewing  their  way  through  »  dense  wildemew  of 
underbmnh  and  foliage,  they  suddenly  came  upon 
an  open  space,  upon  which  was  an  Indian  village. 
Astounded  at  the  sudden  appearance  of  the  white  and 
bearded  strangers,  the  natives  quitted  their  huta  in 
alarm;  and  the  starving  Spaniards,  rushing  in,  seized 
upon  their  food,  maize,  and  cocoa  nuts.  When  the 
inhabitants  saw  that  no  violence  was  intended  to  them, 
they  drew  nearer,  putting  the  very  jicrtinent  ques- 
tion, "  Why  they  did  not  stay  at  home,  and  sow  and 
reap  for  themselves,  instoad  of  coming  there  to  rob 
others  who  bad  never  harmed  ttem?" 

While  his  men  were  satisfying  their  fierce  appetites, 
and  seizing  provisions  to  take  bock  to  their  sick  cum- 
rades,  PimiTO  had  the  satisfaction  of  eliciting  from  the 
Indians  that  the  reports  he  had  so  often  heard  of  a 
rich  conntry  lying  to  the  south  were  true.  He  bIwj  dis- 
covered two  other  matters  of  imjmrtancc, — one,  that 
the  omamenta  be  saw  upon  the  persons  of  the  natives 
wero  of  pure  gold;  the  other,  that  the  points  of  tbeic 
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>  poianned  that  a  man  only  s> 
11  must  die  in  four  liov 

rpnching  the  coast,  Pizarro  found  Mon- 


one  of  then 

tenegro  had  returned  with  a  supply  of  provisions 
The  cause  of  that  officer'a  long  absence  of  six  weeki 
had  been  incessant  head  winds,  bad  weather,  and  tfat 
Bufferings  of  his  crew,  which  had  been  almost  as  bad 
as  those  of  their  comrades  on  land.  With  the  suppli 
of  food  came  renewed  health  and  freah  vigour;  so  0^ 
whole  party  re-embarked,  and  having  named  the  plaot 
the  "Port  of  Hunger,"  by  way  of  a  memorial  of  tbcdi 
Bufferings,  Piznn-o  steered  along  the  coast,  stopping  to 
examine  every  little  headland,  for  fear  that  some  fniit- 
ful  region  or  pi-eciona  mine  should  be  overlooked,  until 
they  came  to  a  fevoumble  point  for  landing.  This,  at 
it  was  Candlemas  day,  he  named  "Puerto  de  U  Can- 
delaria."  Having  disembarked,  they  found  the  place 
but  little  better  than  the  one  they  had  quitted,  for  the 
chmate  waa  ao  damp  that  their  wide  flapped  liats  fell 
in  pieces,  and  the  quilted  cotton  vests  which  they  won 
over  their  armour  soon  became  rotten.  Still,  they 
were  rewarded  for  their  trouble;  for  after  a  short 
march  they  came  to  an  Indian  village.  Aa  before, 
the  natives  fled  ujwn  their  approach,  leaving  behind  ■ 
good  store  of  maize  and  other  food,  and,  what  \ran  then 
of  equal  value  in  theirgreedy,  avaiicious  eyes,  a  qaantitr 
of  gulden  ornaments.  Bnt  a  less  agtveable  sight  O 
their  view  in  some  hnman  hands,  feet,  and  legs  r 
ing,  or  in  vessels  over  fires.  This  spectacle  QQutr 
their  pleasure  at  the  sight  of  the  gold;  for  beliei 
they  had  fallen  in  with  caribt,  or  cannibals,  thw 
speedily  reti-eated  to  their  ship;  and,  although  «  tre- 


SLAUGBTEA  OP  1SD1AN8.  515 

raeudous  storm  was  ra^g,  put  out  to  cea  at  any  risk, 
rather  tlmu  reniEiiii  Id  the  neigh bourhood  of  soch 
nbomiDatioua. 

Again  keeping  along  Ihe  coast,  they  next  landed 
at  a  projecting  point,  which  Pizurro  named  "  Punta 
Quemada."  About  a  league  in  the  interior  they  were 
delighted  at  finding  a  rather  large  town.  Tliia  was 
built  upon  an  eminence;  but,  as  usiml,  tht!  inhabitautH 
lied  at  their  approach,  leaving  behind  a  Urge  slure 
of  proviflions  and  some  gold.  As  the  vessul  It-alced, 
Pizarro  determined  that  one  party  tthould  take  her 
back  to  Panama  to  bo  careened,  while  ho  and  the 
otiier  retained  possession  of  the  place  as  a  station. 
First,  however,  Pizarro  sent  Montenegro  at  the  head 
of  a  detachment  to  seize  some  of  the  fugitive  Indians. 
But  the  latter,  who  had  only  quitted  their  town  in 
order  to  place  their  wive*  and  children  in  some  place 
of  safety,  had  cautiously  watched  their  proceedings; 
and  no  sooner  did  they  see  Montenegro  and  his  men 
ciiuiittg  through  a  dcfilo  of  the  Cordillems,  than,  start- 
ing from  their  ambush,  they  let  fly  such  u  shower  of 
arrows  and  other  missiles  that  the  astonished  Sjuniards 
were  thrown  into  disorder,  tliree  of  them  killed,  and 
several  boilly  wounded.  A  few  minutes  served  to 
rally  the  enraged  soldiers;  and,  fulling  il)>on  tlie  scream- 
ing Indians,  whose  naked  painted  bodies  ollured  btit  a 
]Kior  renistance  to  their  swords  and  cross-bow  bolta, 
committed  great  slaughter.  Thus  defeated,  the  nativea 
fled  into  the  mountains;  but,  taking  advantage  of  their 
Hu[ierior  knowledge  of  the  country,  they  apjieared  bffow 
Pizarro's  quartets  long  before  Montenegro,  who  bad 
taken  n  much  longer  route,  could  rejoin  his  supciior. 
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Fiziirro,  however,  who  was  too  old  and  practUi 
Boldier  to  be  token  hy  atirpride,  sallied  out  to  meet  t 
enemy.  For  tt  moment  the  latter  retreated ;  but  sood 
returning  to  the  cliBi^,  with  desperate  ferocity  thej 
BiDgted  out  the  Spanish  chief,  and  sent  forth  euch  a 
Btorm  of  misBiles,  that  id  spit«  of  bis  armonr  he  waa 
wounded  in  seven  or  eight  places,  and  fell  into  a  eteep 
luvinc.  The  savages  now  gave  a  yell  of  delight,  and 
fell  upon  the  fiiUen  chief  to  despatch  him ;  but  Pizarra, 
wounded  as  he  was,  sprang  to  his  feet,  and  striking 
down  two  of  the  foremost,  held  the  others  at  bay  till 
his  men  came  to  the  rescue.  The  natives,  it  is  said, 
astonished  at  the  valour  of  their  enemies,  began  to 
falter,  when  Montenegro  and  his  jfflrty  attacking  their 
rear,  they  abandoned  the  field,  and  uadu  the  best  of 
their  way  to  the  mountain  fastnesses. 

After  this  victory — a  costly  one  to  the  Spanianls,  for 
two  more  men  were  slain  and  several  badly  wounded — 
a  council  of  war  was  held,  at  which  it  was  resolved, 
that  as  enough  had  been  done  to  prove  the  importance 
of  the  enterprise,  and  to  enlist  the  aid  of  Pedrarius, 
they  should  now  return  to  Panama.  Although  thia 
coune  was  counselled  by  the  majority,  Pizarro's  apiril 
could  not  brook  appearing  before  the  governor  ii 
present  state  of  utFaira,  A  kind  of  compromise  1 
therefore  eflected.  The  ship  returned  in  the  i 
tion  of  Panama,  but  Pizarro  and  the  greater  i 
disembarked  at  Chicatna,  in  Terra  Fi^^u^  while  tJu 
treasurer,  Nicholas  de  Riveia,  went  on  to  present  tlw 
gold,  and  give  an  account  of  the  whole  of  their  t 
ceedings,  to  the  governor. 
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Thbee  montliB  after  the  departure  of  Pizarro  from 
Pitnama,  Almagro  sailed  from  tbat  port  in  setkrch  of 
his  partner.  He  Eteered  in  the  same  course,  diligently 
examiniDg  every  point  of  the  coast;  but  for  a  loug 
time  ha  could  find  no  other  clue  than  the  notchen  on 
the  trees  at  places  where  the  fiist  party  had  been — 
u  signal  arranged  betneon  the  commanders.  Almagro 
also  tniichpd  at  Puerto  de  Pinas,  Puerto  de  la  Uambre, 
and  Pueblo  Queniado,  At  the  latter  place,  where  the 
buttlt-  had  been  fought  between  Pizarro  and  tlie  ludtans, 
the  natives  received  him  with  such  -warlike  demonstra- 
Liuiiti  that  he  deti^niiined  to  take  the  town.  But  so 
bravely  did  they  deft-ud  theauelves  that  the  Spanianla 
were  beaUrn  back,  and  Almagru  himself  would  hava 
been  slain,  or  made  prisoner,  but  for  the  gallantry  of  » 
negro  slave  who  came  to  hie  rescue;  and  although 
they  nttimatt^ly  succeeded  in  the  capture,  Almagro  w&s 
BO  badly  wounded  (in  one  eye)  that  his  men  found  it 
necessary  t«  carry  him  back  to  the  ship. 

Pursuing  his  voyage,  ho  reached  the  Rio  de  San 
Juan.  The  country  around  wb«  beautiful,  cultivated, 
and  apjiarently  inhabited;  but  being  anxious  about 
the   fate  of  UiB  partner,  whom  he  now  fuarod  had 
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fitundcred  at  eea,  he  determined  to  return  ta  Pai 
Touching  at  the  Isle  of  Pearls,  he  learned,  however, 
that  the  treasurer,  Rivera,  had  called  thm'e,  leaving 
word  that  Pizarro  wan  at  Chicama.  Delighted  at  this 
news,  Almagro  at  once  set  sail;  and  the  two  friendi 
again  met  to  recount  to  each  other  their  hardships  m*^ 
tuisfort lines.  Almagro  had  collected  (plundered  ahoid^ 
bs  the  word)  a  larger  a.roount  of  gold  from  the  DatiYVa 
than  his  comrade  i  moreover,  at  every  at«p  he  bad  be- 
come more  than  ever  confirmed  in  the  belief  of  a  golden 
empire,  which  was  to  be  had  for  the  looking  for.  The 
result  of  thia  confei-ence  wa^  a  mutual  deterniimUon 
to  die  rather  than  abandon  the  cnterpi'iae.  But  no- 
thing  could  be  done  without  fresh  levies,  wliich  could 
only  be  obtained  through  Fedrarius.  It  was  th«refon 
arranged  that  Pizarro  and  his  party  should  remain  M 
that  pestilential  spot  (the  place  so  swarmed  with  mos- 
quitoes, that,  to  avoid  them,  the  men  were  frequentlj 
C(jm])«l!ed  to  bury  themselves  up  to  their  necks  in  Iha 
earth),  while  Almagro  should  proceed  to  Panama,  and 
by  means  of  their  partner,  De  Luquc,  procure  the 
assistance  of  the  governor. 

Almagro  arrived  at  Panama  in  an  unfortunate  Lout. 
The  governor,  irrital«d  by  the  rebellion  of  one  of  hts 
cuptuins,  to  chastise  whom  he  was  just  then  setting  out, 
received  liim  coldly,  laughed  incredulously  at  the  old 
Boldier^s  belief  in  theeKistence  of  the  Eldorado,  and  post 
tively  declined  to  countenance  the  rash  achemee  of  tf 
two  adventurers  any  longer,  Moroever,  he  demasM 
an  account  of  the  lives  of  the  men  whom  he  deoland 
had  been  sacrificed  to  PizaiTo's  obstinacy;  so  the  OOS' 
quest  of  Peru  would  have  been  indeliuitely  postn; 
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but  ior  the  interposition  of  De  Lnque,  wliose  influence 
ovtT  tlie  mind  of  Fedrarius  wns  so  great  that,  by  dint 
of  m\icJi  argument  and  peraunaion,  the  governor  was  at 
length  induced  to  give  a  i-eluctant  conaent ;  but  at  the 
RSme  time  gave  proof  of  his  diNpleasiire  at  Fitarro  hf 
sppoiDting  Almagro  Iiin  equal  in  command.  This  ap- 
pointment was  mortifying  >n  the  extreme  to  Fizarroi 
who  suspected  his  comrade  of  having  himsdf  solicited 
it  from  the  governor.  The  couswjuence  was  a  t«m- 
porury  coolness  between  thi-iii,  whieh  subsided,  at  least 
in  outward  show,  only  on  Pizarro's  reflecting  that  it 
iras  better  to  have  this  authority  conferred  on  a  friend 
than  on  a  stranger,  perhaps  an  enemy.  But  tlie  sceda 
of  permanent  distrust  were  left  in  hia  botmni,  ultinutelj 
to  frurtify  into  discord  and  bloodshed. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Fedrarius  had  first  stipu- 
Intcd  for  a  fourth  share  of  all  the  profits.  Now,  how- 
over,  in  the  spuit  of  a  petty  trader,  he  demanded  to  be 
secured  at  once  the  aura  of  1,000  pesos  de  oro,  in 
rifiuiul  of  his  good-will.  The  partners,  having  full 
faith  in  their  undertaking,  were  only  tno  glad  to  get 
rid  of  one  who  might  some  day  claim  a  liim's  share; 
they  therefore  readily  agreed,  and  tbiia  for  so  con- 
temjitible  a  sum  did  the  guverour  jurt  with  a  birge 
proportion  of  the  rich  spoil  of  the  empire  of  tU«  luca, 

PizaiTo  being  informed  of  tho  governor's  concession, 
passed  over  to  Fanama,  and  joined  in  that  fikiuous  com- 
pact which,  "after  invoking  in  the  most  solcinn  manner 
the  names  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  and  Our  Lady  the 
Bleasied  Vii^n,  sebt  forth,  that  whereiin  the  [tartiea 
have  full  authority  to  discover  and  subdue  the  coaa- 
tries  and  jirovinoea  lying  south  of  the  gulf,  belonging 
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to  the  empire  of  Pern ;  and  as  Fernando  de  Luque  had 
advanced  the  funds  for  the  enterprise,  in  bars  of  gold 
of  the  value  of  20,000  pesos,  they  mutually  bind  them- 
selves to  divide  equally  among  them  the  whole  of  the 
conquered  territory.  This  stipulation  is  reiterated  over 
and  over  again,  particularly  with  reference  to  Luque, 
who,  it  is  declared,  is  to  be  entitled  to  one-third  of  all 
lands,  repartimiefUo8f  treasures  of  every  kind,  gold,  silver, 
and  precious  stones;  to  one-third  even  of  all  vassals, 
rents,  and  emoluments  arising  fiom  such  grants  as  may 
be  conferred  by  the  crown  on  either  of  his  military 
associates,  to  be  held  for  his  own  use  or  for  that  of  his 
heirs,  assigns,  or  legal  representatives. 

"  The  two  captains  solemnly  engage  to  devote  them- 
selves exclusively  to  the  present  undertaking  until  it  is 
accomplished ;  and,  in  case  of  failure  in  their  part  of  the 
covenant,  they  pledge  themselves  to  reimburse  Luque 
for  his  advances,  for  which  all  the  proj^erty  they  possess 
shall  be  held  responsible,  and  this  declaration  is  to  be 
a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  execution  of  judgment 
against  them,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  proceeded 
from  a  decree  of  a  court  of  justice. 

"The  commanders,  Pizarro  and  Almagro,  made  oath 
in  the  name  of  God  and  the  Holy  Evangelists,  sacredly 
to  keep  this  covenant,  swearing  it  on  the  Missal,  on 
which  they  traced  with  their  own  hands  the  sacred 
emblem  of  the  cross.  To  give  still  greater  efficacy  to 
the  compact.  Father  Luque  administered  the  sacrament 
to  the  parties,  dividing  the  consecrated  wafer  into  three 
portions,  of  which  each  one  of  them  partook;  while  the 
bystanders,  says  an  historian,  were  affected  to  tears  by 
this  spectacle  of  the  solemn  ceremonial  with  which  these 
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men  voluntarily  devoted  themselves  to  a  sacrifioe  thai 
seemed  little  short  of  insanity." 

Thus  coolly  did  two  poor  soldiera,  neither  of  whom 
could  read  or  write,  and  an  obscure  coloniul  priest, 
carve  out  and  portion  among  themselves  an  empire,  of 
flfhose  extent,  power,  and  resourceB,  they  were  iguo- 
raiit.  and  even  the  existence  of  which  tliey  possessed 
no  exact  knowledge,  and,  "  in  the  name  of  the  Prince 
of  Peace,"  says  Dr.  Robertson,  "  they  ratified  a 
contract  of  which  plunder  and  bloodshed  were  the 

These  preliminarirs  being  settled,  a  proclamation  was 
made  throughout  PanmnH  of  an  expedition  to  Peru. 
The  resulw,  however,  of  the  voyages  of  the  two  captains 
oQ'ered  but  little  inducement  for  |>eople  to  embark  in  so 
desperate  an  undertaking;  still  tliere  weru  siiificient  of 
reckless,  ragtjfd  fortuue-liunteta  in  the  colony  to  get 
together  about  150. 

Witli  these,  a  few  borseo,  a  very  good  aupi>ly  of 
military  stores  and  ammunition  in  two  ship*,  the 
cai)tuina  sailed  from  Panama,  under  the  guidance  of 
Bartholomew  Ruix,  a  pilot  of  great  expw-ienco  in  the 
navigation  of  the  South  Sea.  Steering  at  once  for  the 
Rio  de  San  Juan,  the  farthermost  limit  reached  by 
Almngro,  both  parties  laniled,  succeeded  in  taking  a 
town,  and  carrying  oft  a  coneiilemble  quantity  of  golden 
omamctits  and  a  few  Indians.  Feeling  confident,  on 
the  news  uf  bo  xpecdy  a  Hiiecess,  that  ad^'cnturcrs  would 
flock  to  tlit^ir  standard,  it  was  armnged  that  Almogro 
should  return  to  the  colony  and  display  his  golden 
bait;  Uiat  Ruiz,  the  pilot,  slionid  proceed  on  a  voyage 
«f  diwoveiy  along  the  coast;  while  Piarro  waa  to 
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remain  in  the  iieighliourhood  of  ibe  river,  and   i 
deavour  to  find  comfovtable  quarters  for  liia  men. 

Rniz  wns  the  most  fortunate  of  the  three.  SmUojI 
alung  the  coast,  he  discovered  the  Isle  of  Gallo,  the  I 
of  Sun  Mathew,  ajid  Ooaque.  As  he  advanced,  the  com 
try  seemed  more  denselj'  populated,  the  shores  were  UnM 
with  Bpectatois,  who  stood  gazing  at  the  ship,  tAticy 
it  to  be  some  mjatenous  being  descended  from  1 
ekies.  Continuing  his  course  in  a  south-westerly  d 
tiou,  he  was  astonished  at  seeing  a  vessel  which  » 
like  a  cai-aval  of  considerable  eize,  and  had  a  latec 
sail.  Buiz  was  much  per]ilexed,  for  he  knew  bhatM 
European  bai-k  could  have  been  before  him  in  th< 
latitudes,  and  no  Indian  nation  jet  discovered  n 
acquainted  with  the  use  of  sails.  On  approachb 
nearer  he  saw  that  it  was  a  large  vessel,  or  rathet 
called  hy  the  nativea  balsa,  consisting  of  a  number  I 
huge  timbers  of  a  light,  porous  wood,  tightly  laabl 
together,  with  a  flooiiug  of  reeds  raised  on  tbem  1 
way  of  deck.  Two  masts  erected  in  the  middle  s 
taiued  a  loi^e  sqtiure  sail  of  cotton,  while  a  n 
kind  of  rudder,  and  a  moveable  keel  made  of  plan! 
inserted  between  the  logs,  enabled  the  mariner  i 
direct  the  floating  fjbi-ic  without  the  us 
paddle.  Coming  alongside,  Ruiz  found  several  Indiai 
men  and  women,  on  bonjd,  and  atill  more  to  his  g 
frtCtion,  that  it  was  laden  with  pottery,  woollen  lAoi 
of  exquisite  workmanship,  silver  and  gold,  which  t 
crew  were  carrying  to  different  parts  of  the  c 
,  purposes  of  trade.  There  was  also  a  pair  o 
to  weigh  the  yrec\m\a  ■mfttals,  besides  other  i 
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high  state  of  civilization.  Thia  was  intlecil  a  fore- 
shadowing of  the  Eldorado  at  hand.  In  reply  to  the 
Spanianls,  the  Indian  crew  said  they  belonged  to  a 
Peniviftn  port  named  Tiimbez,  a,  few  degrees  to  the 
sonth,  and  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  town  were 
fielda  covered  with  large  flocks  of  the  animals*  from 
which  Bonie  rare  and  beautiful  wool  tlicy  hud  on  board 
wa^  obtained ;  that  their  eovercign  was  a  great  king, 
whose  name  was  Hiiyana  Capac,  and  that  in  bis  palace 
at  the  capital,  Cuzco,  gold  and  silver  was  almost  u 
common  as  wood. 

This  waa  gloiionsnows  to  tbe  greedy  Spaniards)  but 
deeming  it  almost  too  wonderful  to  be  true,  Ruiz  took 
on  board  his  own  ship  eevenJ  of  the  Indians,  that  they 
might  repeat  the  tale  to  his  commander;  then  permitting 
the  Indian  vessel  to  proceed  on  its  voyage,  bo  with  all 
speed  made  his  way  back  to  his  countrymen  at  the  Rio 
de  Sun  Junn.  During  the  absence  of  Ruiz,  Fizarro  and 
his  men  had  spent  a  very  sorry  time;  for,  endeavouring 
to  pass  into  the  iuteriur,  they  had  encountered  miiii-Hea 
that  those  alone  can  comprehend  who  huvo  had  to  force 
their  path  through  dense  woods,  across  great  hills,  in 
ileep  ravines  611ed  with  rank  grass  and  brushwood,  in 
a  pestilential  climate,  amidst  myiiads  of  stinging  in- 
aects  and  loathsome  reptiles.  The  men  fell  sick,  some 
being  destroyed  by  boas,  othors  devoured  by  alligatoi's. 
To  add  to  their  misfortunes,  fourteen  of  the  party, 
while  crossing  a  branch  of  the  river  in  one  canoe,  were 
slain  by  the  natives.  To  such  a  pass  bad  tbry  come, 
that  avarice  and  ambition  had  vautMbed  from  their 
one  and  all — their  chief  exi^ptcd^^r«s«Ai 
■  Utnui,  Of  PtTutUa  lAws^ 
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to  return  to  Panama.  It  was  at  this  juncture  Ruix 
rutiirncd,  bringing  liiswondroUB  news,  the  Indians,  and, 
what  was  fwr  better  to  the  poor  fellows  at  that  time,  a 
plentifHl  sujiply  of  food  Having  appeased  their  appe- 
tite^ the  so  lately  half-famished,  desponding  wretches 
vere  transformed  into  a  band  of  heroes,  ready  to 
re-encounter  similar  perils,  or  greater,  if  it  so  pleased 
their  chief,  who,  thpy  remembered,  bad  not  only  shared 
their  infinite  distress,  but  had  sought,  by  every  poesible 
means,  to  help  and  impart  to  them  his  own  unflinching 
courage  and  never-failing  hope. 

Nut  long  after  the  return  of  Ruiz,  Almagro  n 
ap]>earance  with  eighty  recruits,  and  a  large  m 
prorisiona  and  military  stores.     The  latter  hod  % 
oontribntdd  chiefly  by  Don  Pedro  de  los  Kioa,  who  had 
lately  been  sent  out  from  Spain  to  su[>ersede  Pudr«rin« 
in  the  governorship  of  Panama. 

The  cBptuins  now  re-embarked,  and  set  aail  in  a 
•outherly  direction.  It  was,  however,  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  (I52G),  the  vei'y  worst  season  in  thoae  aoui, 
and  the  tempests  were  so  frequent  and  violent,  that 
they  were  compelli'd  to  land  at  the  little  Island  of 
Oallo  to  refit.  That  being  done  they  continued  thnr 
course,  passing  the  Bay  of  San  Mathcw,  till  they  uriTcd 
•t  B  town  in  Quito,  a  frontier  kingdom  of  the  eDi[aR 
of  Peru,  called  Taoumei.  This  place  consisted  of  iftM 
houses,  and  the  inhabitants,  men,  women,  and  4 
children,  were  decorated  with  golden  omamenta  and 
previous  stones.  This  sight  made  the  eyes  of  tb«  bw-  1 
bootei-s  glisten  with  pleasure.  Still  more  plraaing  6 
Ttiieir  ears  wa»  fee  vie^i  \fc»i^.  the  adjacent  couota7  "•* 
ricli  -wit^i  goVi,  oni  iVsA  ■n.'sra  B.^\fli    " 
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far-famed  river  of  emeralde,  from  which  the  Inrtkn 
aovercigns  tilled  their  treasiiTy.  It  is  easy  to  imagine 
the  delight  of  the  Spaniards  at  the  prospect  of  itiulily 
gaining  such  rich  plunder.  They  were,  however, 
doomed  to  be  disappointed;  for  the  people,  a  warlike 
race,  guessing  the  real  object  of  the  stmiigere*  visit, 
awembled  to  the  number  of  10,000,  and  exMbitM 
evei7  desire  to  come  to  on  imm(>diate  engagement;  and 
ns  this  aimy  was  drawn  up  along  the  shore,  to  prevent 
Piinrru  and  those  of  his  men  wbo  had  landed  with 
him  from  regaining  the  ships,  the  career  of  that  captain 
would  then  and  there  have  terminated,  but  for  a  ludi- 

Like  the  Mexicans,  the  Peruvians,  at  fint  sight  of  a 
mounted  soldier,  mistook  him  and  his  Kt«ed  to  be  some 
strange  monster,  one  and  indivisible;  therefore,  when 
one  of  the  ca^'aliers  fell  from  bis  horse,  and  the  monster 
became  thus  B]ilit  into  two  halves,  the  simple  Indians 
were  so  astonished,  or  terrified,  that  they  fdl  buck, 
leaving  a  path  o|>en  by  means  of  which  the  Christiuns 
regained  their  ships. 

As  it  was  very  evident  to  oil,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  tlicm  to  make  any  way  against  so  formidable 
and  warlike  an  enemy,  a  council  of  war  was  called. 
Some  of  the  least  courageous  ai^ed  that  it  would 
be  better  to  abandon  the  enterprise.  But  this  was  not 
the  opinion  of  the  brave  Alniugro. 

"  To  go  home  with  nothing  done,"  taid  he,  "  will  be 
ruin  and  disgrace.  Bcoroely  nue  of  us  but  have  left 
creditors,  who  look  for  payment  from  tie  fruits  of  this 
esjwditiou.  To  go  home  will  be  to  placo  ouniclv 
their  bands — in  prison.     Better  by  far  to  roi 
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wildcraesa  aa  freemen  tliaa  lie  in  fctterB  in  PanamVf^ 
The  oDly  course,"  he  conciudeil,  "  ia  the  one  we  ha« 
lately  foUoweil.  Pizarro  may  find  some  more  coinfoi 
able  [.lace  where  he  can  remain  with  part  of  the  (w 
while  I  will  go  back  to  Panama  for  recruits,  who  i 
now  readily  flock  to  our  haunera,  since  t  can  t«U  tli 
of  the  richea  of  the  land  which  I  have  seen  with 

But  Pizarro's  esperience  of  a  residence  in  the  wi 
made  this  advice  unpalailahle,  and  he  replied,  "  It  is 
very  well  for  you,  who  pass  your  time  pleasantly  euoq; 
careering  to  and  fro  in  your  vessel,  or  snngly  8helt«i 
in  a  land  of  plenty  at  Panama;  but  it  is  quit«  a 
matter  for  those  who  stay  behind,  to  droop  and  die 
hunger  in  the  wildemeaa." 

To  this  Aliuagro  made  an  angry  reply ;  and  t 
upon  retort  followed,  till  they  hud  drnwu  their  sw 
and  the  lives  of  one  or  both  would  have  boen  saorifia 
had  not  Rivera  and  the  pilot  Ruiz  interpoeed,  and,  I 
dint  of  espostulation,  made  them  liecome  reconciled 
each  other  again,  aud  embrace,  after  which  Almajp^ 
plau  was  adopted.  When,  liowever,  it  was  known 
the  soldiers  that  their  captaioB  had  resolved  to  oonti] 
the  euterprise,  and  that  Pizarro  had  ehuuen  Oallo  1 
their  head-quartera  till  the  return  of  Alinogro  t 
reinforcemeuta,  their  dwcontent  was  openly  ahtf 
"What!"  they  cried,  "are  we  to  be  dragged  to  I 
wretched  island  to  die  of  huugerl  The  wholes  ai 
has  been  a  cheat  and  a  failure  from  beginning  to  c 
The  golden  countries,  so  much  vaunted,  have  aevi 
to  fly  before  ua  oa  ^e  Wvc  &dvauced.  The  UMle  i 
we  have  been  VucV'j  wuovi^  \n  ^'(.'Wb  i2&.>a«ai 
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back  to  Panama,  to  entice  other  fools  to  follow  our 
example.  The  only  treasures  we  have  are  our  bowB 
and  arrows,  and  we  are  to  be  left  to  die  on  thia  dreaij 
island,  without  so  much  as  a  rood  of  consecrat«.-d  ground 
to  lay  our  bones  in." 

Thua  exasperated,  many  of  those  who  were  to  remain 
wrote  letters  to  their  friends,  compliiining  of  the  cold- 
blooded manner  in  which  they  were  to  be  sacrificed  to 
the  obstinate  cupidity  of  their  capliiins.  The  Intt«r, 
however,  hoping  to  defeat  this  movement,  ordered  all 
the  letters  in  the  returning  ship  to  be  seized,  and  thus 
all  communication  between  the  people  on  the  Ifile  uf 
Oallo  and  their  friends  at  Fanama  was  cut  off 

It  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  the  indignation  and 
chagrin  of  the  brave,  unscnipuloiis  Ahnagro,  when,  on 
bis  return,  explaining  to  the  governor  the  riches  of 
Peru,  and  the  comparative  ease  with  which  it  might 
be  conquered  if  he  would  lend  liis  aid  to  the  enterprise, 
the  latter  showed  him  a  letter,  written  by  one  and 
signed  by  many  of  the  sotdiers  left  at  Oallo,  in  which 
were  painted  the  Biiflerings  aud  miseries  they  were  en- 
,  daring,  accusing  the  two  commHaders  of  being  tJie 
,  c&use,  and  begging  the  goveruor  to  »end  a  ubip  in  time 
to  ttike  tliem  fi-um  that  wretohed  spot  By  way  of 
postscrijit,  there  waa  a  stanza  which  ran — 

,  "  Look  oat,  S«iior  GoTernor, 

For  thg  droTM  whllB  b*i  near; 
>  SUiee  he  got*  bomi  to  get  liw  >l><s>p 

For  thi  buUiicr  wbo  m]n  tms. 

Tliis  letter,  which  so  entirely  checkmated  the  two 
captains,  had  been  ingeniously  introduced  into  a  cotton 
liali,  which  was  to  be  presented  to  the  goveraox' »  X^il 
«a  a  specimen  of  lie  fUXHlucts  oE  tbo  wjiuAt^.    "£^»  ^ 
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t'fTwt  was  to  incense  the  governor  at  the  result  of  t 
txpetlition,  and  the  waste  of  life  it  had  canned,  nnd  £ 
muse  him  not  only  to  tnrn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  applio- 
tions  of  De  Liique  and  Almagro  for  further  assistAnM', 
Imt  sent  a  lawyer,  numed  Tafur,  to  the  Isle  of  Qallo,  to 
ttuthoiTze  the  return  of  all  under  PiauTo's  command 
who  desired  to  go  hack  to  E^inruna.  It  is  not  mir- 
irrising,  when  thia  news  got  abroad,  that  the  little  bajt 
in  the  streets,  wlieiiever  they  how  the  prie« 
master,  should  nin  after  him,  shouting, — '•  There  m 
Feniando  el  loco  " — Fernando  the  maduiBu. 


CHAPTER  IIL 
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Enddriso  life — mther  than  living — upon  e,  barren 
isloud,  aiaidst  incesaant  storms  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning during  the  rainy  season,  when  the  land  was 
perpetually  Hooded,  Pizairo  and  his  men  narrowly 
watched  every  Bpeck  upon  the  occun,  with  the  hope 
that  it  might  prove  to  he  some  fiiendly  veeaei  laden 
with  provisions.  Their  condition  was  fkr  worse  even 
than  when  in  tlie  wild  woods  they  suffered  from 
hungir;  for  when  their  supply  of  food  bad  heconiu 
exiiaiistcd,  their  only  means  of  Hustaiuing  esisteni't! 
was  the  cnths  or  other  slKdl-fish,  and  even  that  whs 
tscanty,  which  they  conld  find  upon  Uie  sea-shore. 

At  length,  when,  after  long  and  weary  watching, 
Tafur  apiicared  with  two  VDSsels  well  supplied  with 
provisions,  they  became  fisntic  with  delight,  and  there 
were  few  indeed  among  the  party  who  did  not  gladly 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  leaving  the  detetiled  sjwt 
fur  ever.  Not  so  the  indomitable  Piarro.  Sliould  ho 
n?tum,  the  fate  of  the  ezpeditiou  would  be  sealed  for 
ever.  To  him  death,  however  miserablt:  and  lingering, 
was  preferable  to  the  ridicule  he  knew  woiJd  gn.-et  huu 
at  Panama.  Then,  again,  be  received  lettcta  firaio. 
Almagro  and  Do  Luf^ue,  urgiug  V""  ttiA.  Vw  «!u«Q&Mii- 
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the  enterprise,  and  begging  him  to  strive  to  the  utter- 
most rather  than  return. 

A  pretty  story  is  told,  which  has  long  been  regarded 
as  an  historical  fact,  consequent  upon  his  determina- 
tion to  remain.  It  is,  that  drawing  his  sword,  and 
tracing  a  line  in  the  sand,  he  turned  to  the  south, 
saying: — 

"  On  that  side  are  toil,  hunger,  nakedness,  the 
drenching  storm,  desertion,  and  death;  on  this  aide, 
ease  and  pleasure.  There  lies  Peru  with  its  riches; 
here,  Panama  and  its  poverty.  Choose,  each  man, 
what  best  becomes  a  brave  Castilian.  For  my  part,  I 
go  to  the  soutL"  So  saying  he  stepped  across  the  line 
He  was  followed  by  the  brave  pilot,  Ruiz;  next  by 
Pedro  de  Candia,  a  cavalier,  bom,  as  bis  name  imports, 
in  one  of  the  isles  of  Greece.  Eleven  others  succes- 
sively crossed  the  line — thus  intimating  their  willing- 
ness to  abide  the  foi'tunes  of  their  leader  for  good  or 
for  evil.  Fame,  to  quote  the  enthusiastic  language  of 
an  ancient  chronicler,  has  commemorated  the  names  of 
this  little  band,  "  who  thus,  in  the  face  of  difficulties 
unexampled  in  history,  with  death  rather  than  riches 
for  their  reward,  preferred  it  all  to  abandoning  their 
honour,  and  stood  firm  by  their  leader  as  an  example 
of  loyalty  to  future  ages." 

'"There  is  something  striking  to  the  imagination,*' 
says  Prescott,  **  in  the  spectacle  of  these  few  brave 
spirits  thus  consecrating  themselves  to  a  daring  enter- 
piise,  which  seemed  as  far  above  their  strength  as  any 
recorded  in  the  fabulous  annals  of  knight-errantry.  A 
handful  of  men,  without  food,  without  clothing,  almost 
without  arms,  without  knowledge  of  the  land  to  which 
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they  were  bound,  without  vessel  to  tmnsjmrt  tLeiu, 
wero  here  left  on  a  lonely  rock  in  tbe  ocean,  with  the 
avoM-ed  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  crusade  agiunst  a 
]x)werful  empire,  staking  tlieir  lives  on  ita  succesB. 
What  is  there  in  tlie  legends  of  chivalry  that  surpasoea 
iti  This  was  the  criais  of  Pizarro's  fate.  Then?  are 
moments  in  the  lives  of  men  which,  aa  thoy  are  aaized 
PI-  neglectwi,  decide  their  future  destiny.  Had  Haarro 
faltered  from  his  strong  purpose,  and  yiolded  to  the 
occasion  now  so  temptingly  presented  for  extricftting 
himself  and  his  broken  band  from  their  desperate  posi- 
tion, hb  name  would  have  been  buried  with  his 
fortunes,  and  the  conquest  of  Peru  would  have  been 
left  for  other  and  more  successful  adrenturera.  But 
his  constancy  was  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  his  con* 
duct  here  proved  him  competent  to  tho  perilous  post  be 
had  assumed,  and  inspired  others  with  a  confidence  in 
him  which  was  the  best  assunmce  of  suecefls." 

These  reflections  of  the  amiable  historian  iLre  highly 
instrucliva  I  fear,  howerer,  that  my  young  readera 
will  fed  a  little  disappoiut^l  to  find  that  the  true 
vetBion  of  the  luddent  which  called  thorn  forth  is  so 
differently  related  by  the  venu^ous  and  learned  writer, 
Arthur  Helps,  who  tlius  demolishes  this  pretty 
melodr&matic  fabric, — "  Piauro,  addresung  his  men, 
said,  '  that  those  who  wished  to  return  should,  by  all 
means,  do  so;  but  that  it  griered  him  to  think  that 
they  were  going  to  endure  greater  Bufferings  and  wone 
[M>verty  thim  they  had  already  endured,  and  to  lose 
that  which  they  hod  so  long  toiled  for,  as  bo  did  not 
doubt  that  tliey  were  on  the  point  o(  itaoOTCMMfe 
something  which  would  cooaoW  mi4  enntii  "CoRto.  "ift- 
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He  then  reminded  them  of  what  those  lodiaiisl 
siiid  whom  Ruiz  bad  captured.  Finally,  he  ubseni 
that  it  gave  him  very  great  satisfaction  to  reflect  tJu 
in  all  they  had  ondeigone,  he  had  not  excneed  bimat 
from  being  the  priiifipal  mifferer,  contriving  tiiat  I 
should  rather  want  than  that  they  should — and  so,  I 
Euid,  it  would  always  be.'  The  dire  pressure,  how«vf 
of  recent  Buffering,  and  a  hnngry  desire  to  sec  hon 
a^iain,  were  too  strong  to  be  overcome  by  t)ie  wise  lu 
encouraging  words  of  Piairro.  The  men  aoconling 
begged  Tnfur  to  take  them  away  with  tim  Lnun 
diately.  This  lieutenant,  however,  pitying  the  stnl 
to  which  Fizarro  was  reduced,  gave  him  a  c^anoe 
retniuing  any  of  his  companions  who,  at  the  last  m 
nient,  might  be  nnwilltng  to  leave  their  bravs  n 
commander.  Tafur,  therefore,  plitced  himself  at  01 
end  of  his  vesael,  and  drawing  a  line,  put  Piiarro  u 
hit)  men  at  the  other.  He  then  said  that  those  «l 
wished  to  return  to  Panama  should  pa™  over  the  lii 
and  come  to  him,  and  those  who  did  not  wish  to  retn 
should  stay  where  they  were  by  the  aide  of  ] 
Fourteen  resolute  men,  amongst  whom  yi 
stood  by  the  side  of  their  chief,  and  thorert  1 
over  the  line  to  Tafur." 

After  the  departure  of  Tafor,  with  whom  ■? 
pilot  Suiz,  to  consult  with  Almagro  and  I>e  I 
to  the  means  of  s<!niling  their  partner  succour,  1 
and  his  fourteen  companions,  fearing  that  the  I 
might  be  induced  to  attack  them,  now  their  c 
were  so  much  reduced,  went  over  to  au  tminlu 
island  nameAGov^Qiia.  ■H.Bvw,iilule  awaiting  the  arrii 
of  reinfoi-cemeats  itom  tiS.TO)wgKi,  ^-sis  voSKciiin  « 
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evetytliiiig  they  had  hitherto  passeil  through; 
the  miilst  of  all,  eech  mciniiug  they  gave  thaulu 
to  God.  At  eveiii:ig  time  they  read  the  tnlvuAnd  other 
prayers  nppoiDt«d  fur  ditfcretit  hours.  They  took  hoed 
of  tht:  feoHts  of  the  Chun:h,  and  kept  occouut  of  their 
Fridayn  and  Suwtitytt. 

Wlien  uot  engaged  in  prayer,  their  chief  eniploy- 
meiit  wOR  to  keep  watch  on  the  mcUocholj  ocean,  that 
they  might  hull  the  first  tugnal  of  antici|nted  Bucconr. 
But  uiiuty  &  tedious  monlti  |W!)aed  away,  and  no  sign  of 
it  Hjijieared.  All  around  was  the  same  wide  waatu  of 
waters,  except  to  the  eaatwa-rd,  whore  the  frozen  crest 
of  the  Andes,  touched  witli  the  ardent  sun  of  the 
equator,  glowed  like  a  ridg«  of  Ere  along  tlie  whole 
extent  of  the  great  continent.  Every  speck  in  the  dis- 
tAnt  hoiizon  was  careMly  noticed,  and  the  drifting 
timber  or  manee  of  sea- weed,  heaving  to  uid  fro  on  the 
boHom  of  the  waters,  was  converted  by  their  imftginB- 
tious  into  the  promised  vessel ;  till,  sinking  under  suc- 
cesaive  disappoiutmeuls,  hnpo  gradually  gave  way  to 
doubt,  and  doubt  settled  into  despair. 

At  length  a  speck  appeared  ujion  tho  distant  waters, 
"  'Tin  a  shiji  with  Almagro,"  joyfully  exclaimed  some. 
"  No,  no,"  replied  the  more  dtiiponding ;  "  'tis  a  piece  of 
wood;"  and  in  the  agony  of  hope,  deaire,  expectation, 
thus  they  talked,  till  the  object  really  took  the  form 
of  a  ship.  It  proved  to  be  a  vessel  oommanded  by  the 
pilot  Ruiz,  beating  a  supply  of  proviaiooa  and  ammuni- 
tion ;  but  the  joy  of  PiBirro  was  damiied,  for  she  con- 
veyed no  reinforcements;  yet  Ruiz  brought  news  th&t 
the  [fflrtners  in  Panama  had,  Iiy  unreuutt\u%\WCTeNi»- 
ance,  at  loigib  prevailed  upon  t\ws  ^o'fctawc  V>  *>»" 
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a  ship.  This  concesmon,  howeyer,  was  aooompanied  bj 
a  command  that  the  vessel  should  contain  no  more 
men  than  was  sufficient  to  work  her,  and  that  Pizano, 
under  pain  of  heavy  penalties,  should  return  and  report 
himself  at  Panama.  The  gallant  chief,  therefore,  deter- 
mined to  loee  no  time,  left  two  of  his  sick  men  under 
the  care  of  some  friendly  Indians  who  had  come  to  the 
isle,  and  at  once,  with  the  remainder  of  hia  hardy 
followers,  set  sail  for  Tumbez,  that  town  to  which 
belonged  the  natives  taken  out  of  the  Peruvian  vessel 
by  Ruiz. 

After  about  twenty  dajrs*  sail  along  the  coast^  and  in 
sight  of  the  stupendous  heights  of  Chimborazo,  the 
Andes,  and  Cotopaxi,  the  adventurers  landed  at  Santa 
Clara,  an  island  in  the  Bay  of  Tumbez.  It  was  a  sacred 
spot,  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  mainland  for  pur- 
poses of  sacrifices  and  other  religious  ceremonies.  They 
saw  some  altars,  upon  which  were  placed  pieces  of  gold 
and  silver,  wrought  into  the  shape  of  jugs,  hands,  and 
heads,  at  which  their  delight  was  very  great;  but  the 
more  so,  when  the  captured  Indians  told  them  these 
riches  were  nothing  compared  to  that  which  they  oould 
find  in  the  neighbouring  city. 

The  following  morning,  as  they  stood  across  the  bay, 
they  fell  in  with  some  bcUsaa,  manned  with  armed 
natives,  on  their  way  to  attack  an  island  named  Pund. 
Inviting  the  chiefs  on  board  his  vessel,  Pizarro  detained 
and  took  them  with  him  to  Tumbez.  When  they 
anchored,  he  sent  them  with  a  friendly  message  to  the 
curaca,  or  governor  of  the  town,  begging  the  latter 
would  furnish  them  with  refreshments,  and  also  enter 
into  a  friendly  intercourse  with  him.     The  Peruvian 
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ruler,  bearing  from  his  cliiefs  of  the  wonderful  white 
men  with  large  bcardn,  and  their  Btill  more  extmor~ 
dioaryahip,  also  of  their  kindnees  to  the  natives,  nt  once 
sent  several  bahms  laden  with  proviaions,  and  a  number 
of  llamas,  an  animal  which  the  Spaniards  then  saw  for 
the  first  time.  This  munificent  gift  was  placed  under 
the  charge  of  an  Inea  noble,  wbose  superb  dress,  but  more 
particularly  the  enormous  golden  omameutB  hanging 
from  his  ears,  betokened  him  to  be  an  orejon — that  is, 
a  member  of  an  order  of  Pemvian  knighthood  so  illus- 
trious that  we  may  compare  it  to  the  English  Order  of 
the  Garter. 

The  Inca  noble,  dining  with  the  Spanish  chief,  desired 
to  know  what  brought  him  to  that  country.  With  truo 
Castilian  effrontery  and  arrogance,  Pizarro  answered, — 
"  I  am  the  Tnaaal  of  the  greatest  soTereign  in  the  world, 
whose  (avj'id  wupremary  over  this  country  I  Sta  here  to 
deeliire.  Further,  it  is  niy  mission  to  rouite  you  and 
your  fellow-countrymen  from  the  darkness  of  unbelief 
in  which  you  are  all  now  wandering.  The  evil  spirit 
you  now  worahip  will  kink  your  soub  into  everlasting 
perdition;  but  /  am  here  to  give  you  knowledge  of  the 
true  and  oiJy  God,  Jesus  Christ,  in  whom  to  believe  la 
eternal  salvation." 

Now,  this  must  have  sounded  as  so  much  jargon  in 
the  cars  of  the  Inca  lord ;  bat,  too  polite  or  disci-cet  to 
enter  into  a  controvetsy  with  the  Spaniard,  he  simply 
bowed,  pniise<l  the  wiue  and  strange  dishes  of  which 
he  had  jiartaken;  after  which  he  withdrew,  taking  with 
him  a  few  presents  from  Piauro,  whom,  with  hit  com- 
panions, he  preHsed  to  land  and  visit  the  town. 

The  next  day  Pi»rro  seat  one  XVoitV)  ^  "^Oiwib., 
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accompanied  by  a  negro,  with  a  present  of  swine  an«i 
fowls  (neither  of  which  were  known  in  the  New  Worid) 
to  the  curaca.  Very  curious  was  the  account  he  gave 
of  his  reception  on  his  return  to  the  ship.  On  landing; 
he  was  surrounded  by  natives,  who  exhibited  the  wild- 
est astonishment  at  his  attire,  fiedr  complexion,  and 
long  beard;  but  even  greater  was  the  cuiiosi^  and 
surprise  of  the  women,  who,  if  he  were  to  be  believed, 
all  fell  in  love  with  him.  This  he  took  in  snch  good 
part  that  the  men  invited  him  to  remain,  and  offered 
to  find  him  a  beautiful  wife.  Their  ecstacy,  however, 
at  the  white  man  was  scarcely  so  great  as  their  wonder- 
ment at  the  colour  of  the  negro.  They  ooold  not 
believe  that  nature  had  ever  painted  humanity  in  sook 
a  colour,  and  so  they  tned  hard  with  their  hands  to  tub 
off  the  black  from  his  skin.  Fortunately,  the  negro  not 
only  took  all  good  temperedly,  but,  exhibiting  his  rows 
of  white  teeth,  caused  them  to  dance  with  delights 

The  fowls  also  came  in  for  their  full  share  of  won- 
derment, for,  when  the  cock  crew,  the  natives  dapped 
their  hands,  and,  turning  to  Molina,  earnestly  asked 
him  what  the  bird  was  saying. 

More  satinfactoiy,  however,  than  all  the  foregoing,  to 
Pizarro,  was  Molina's  account  of  the  residence  of  Uie 
curaca,  who  lived  in  great  state,  surrounded  by  objects 
of  gold,  and  of  a  temple  which  he  had  seen  literally 
blaidng  with  the  pi'ecious  metal.  Indeed,  so  wonderfhl 
seemed  the  man^s  story,  and  so  little  did  be  credit  it^ 
that  the  day  following  Pizarro  sent  ashore  Pedro  de 
Candia,  a  Greek  knight.  The  natives  had  heard  from 
their  fellow-townsmen,  who  had  been  so  long  on  board 
the  Spanish  vessel,  of  the  wonderful  arquebuse;    ao. 
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■"tibierving  thtit  Condia  carried  much  a  wp»pon,  tlit-ir 
cariosity  led  them  to  beg  of  him  to  "  let  it  spvtk  to 
them."  The  knight  complied;  but,  at  the  fliiah  and 
report,  the  Indians  fell  upon  their  faces  awe-stricken, 
till,  by  his  smiling  face  and  kind  tones,  be  assnred 
them  no  barm  would  happen  to  them. 

Thoy  now  almost  believed  Candia  to  be  a  being  of  a 
superior  nature.  To  oouvince  themselves,  they  let  loose 
a  tiger  on  him.  "  But,"  says  the  Spanish  historian 
without  the  least  distrust,  "  the  knight,  being  a  good 
Catholic,  gently  laid  the  crons  which  he  wore  upon  the 
hack  of  the  animal,  who,  instantly  forgetting  hia  fero- 
cious nature,  crouched  at  the  cavalier's  feet,  and  began 
to  play  round  him  in  innocent  gambola."  The  Indians, 
now  more  amazed  than  ever  (well  they  might  be),  and 
notliing  doubting  of  the  sanctity  of  their  guest,  bore  him 
in  triumph  on  their  shoulders  to  the  temple  and  about 
the  dty. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  ship  Candia  more  tJian  con- 
linn<>d  the  dcscriptiou  of  Uoliua.  The  temple,  he  said, 
was  literally  taiwatried  with  plates  of  the  precious 
metals;  and  the  ganlen  of  one  convent  he  had  entered 
even  glowed  with  imitatioua  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
in  pure  gold  and  silver. 

Nearly  mad  with  joy  at  this  information  of  the  riches 
of  Peru,  their  knowledge  of  which  was  now  sufficient 
to  antisfy  the  most  incredulous,  the  Spaniards  con- 
tinued thtrir  voyage  along  the  coast  ia  Puerto  de  Santa. 
The  peojile  of  this  place  were  ruled  by  a  lady,  who 
received  tlie  strangers  with  the  most  miuiiticeul  boa- 
pitality.  Talcing  leave  of  their  land  hiw^KWh,  *&«% 
r>.'tumed  to  I^nama;  m  route,  Uowovct,  VXi.«a  «S*A^ 
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Tumbez,  at  whicli  place  sereml  of  the  Bailors,  who  had 
fallen  in  love  with  f  eruvian  beauties,  desired  to  rennun 
and  settle.  Piiairo  readily  complied,  wisely  calculat- 
ing tliat,  by  so  doing,  upon  his  return  he  would  hars 
Bome  among  his  men  acquainted  with  the  language  ftnd 
ensttims  of  the  natives.  A,  similar  stroke  of  policy 
to  take  with  hiin  two  Inditm  youths,  in  ordeo*  to  bare 
them  taught  the  Caatilion  tongue.  From  this  most 
memorable  voyage  Fizarro  retunied  to  f^Dama  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1537,  after  an  ateence  of 
eighteen  months. 

great  must  have  been  the  delight  of  Almagiv 
and  De  Luque  as  they  listened  to  their  jiartoer'a  atorjf 
of  his  aucceasful  discovery!  With  what  hopva  and 
pride  the  trio  must  have  jAraded  the  streets  of  Fjp 
ikania,  now  that,  in  spite  of  obloquy,  derision,  and  over; 
iiupediment  thrown  across  their  path,  they  had,  hj 
perseverance,  eBtabliaLed  tlie  truth  of  that  whii:Ji 
been  so  frequently  denoun-ced  aa  a.  chimera. 

Their  triumph  was  indeed  gri-at,  for  the  oolcmisla, 
who  bad  long  since  considered  Pizarro  and  his  i 
panions  as  the  victims  of  a  cruel  delusion,  weiv  nov 
ready,  nay,  enthusiantic,  to  enlist  tlieir  persons  and  for- 
tunes with  the  diseoTerers.  To  the  chagrin  and  bhltf 
disappointment,  however,  of  the  partners,  tlie  one  milt' 
powerAil  to  make  or  mar  their  enterprise  still  remained 
sceptical, — it  was  the  governor,  Pedro  de  loa  Ric% 
who,  wlien  applied  to  for  patronage  in  an  nnderbikiu 
too  vast  for  their  individual  means,  replied, — "  That  lit 
had  no  desire  to  build  up  other  states  at  the  expeiiM' 
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display  of  gold  &nd   silver  tuys  and  a  few   ludiun 

This  answer  being  final,  De  Luque  suggested  tliat 
tliey  Bhoiild  apply  for  asdstaQce  to  the  crown  of  Spain. 
At  first  there  was  bodib  difficulty  aa  to  wliicli  of  the 
two  soldicra  should  be  clioaen  ambassador.  Do  Luqne 
named  Corral,  a  licentiate,  who  was  just  rt'tuming  tu 
that  country;  but  Almagro  objected,  saying  it  should 
be  Pizarro.  As  for  himtielf,  he  bluntly  and  honestly 
confessed  that  his  want  of  education,  luugh  manseni, 
ill-favoured  appearance,  and  the  loss  of  one  eye,  ren- 
dered him  no  lit  object  to  ap[>ear  At  court.  Besides,  u 
Iiis  comrade  had  been  the  -chief  actor  in  the  ktc  events, 
aud  waa  also  a  man  of  business,  he  was  the  most  able 
to  tell  the  story,  solicit  idd,  and  look  after  the  interests 
of  tbf  co-partnery.  De  Lu<]ue  aecma  to  have  hsd  a 
deeper  insight  into  the  real  character  of  Pi/arro;  for 
although  he  did  at  length  consent,  it  was  with  reluc- 
tance and  a  Hpeech  that  foreshadowed  broil  and 
bloodshed.  "  God  grant,  my  children,"  suid  he,  "  that 
nne  of  you  may  not,  as  did  Jacob  h-vta  Etiau,  delruud 
the  other  of  hia  blessing." 

Slatters  being  thus  arranged,  and  l,tJOO  ducats  raised 
to  enable  him  to  appear  becomingly  at  court,  Pizarro, 
accompanied  by  Pedro  de  Cnndia,  quitted  f'anania  far 
Bjiain,  where  he  airived  early  in  the  summer  of  1628. 
No  sooner,  however,  liad  he  set  foot  in  Seville  than  he 
was  arrested  and  oirried  to  prison  by  the  Bachelor 
Euciso,  a  man  who  had  had  much  to  do  with  discover; 
in  America,  and  to  whom,  it  ia  supposed,  Pizarro  owed 
money,  Tliia  was  nn  ominous  reception,  uitat  ext,  «^^ 
eencc  from  his  native  land  of  more  tlian  \.'«tttuVj  ' 


340 


DISOOVEBT  OF   PERO. 


fmlM 


passed  in  toil   and  safferiug.      Tlie  arrest, 
becoming  known,  created  general  indignatioc 
court,  hearing  of  his  arrival  and  the  purpose  of 
niiasion,  sent  ordera  for  his  release  and  au  invital 
for  him  to  proceed  to  Toledo,  at  which  city  iJ 
jieror  wob  then  ataying. 

ChftrloB  received  the  ftdventurer  kindly,  and  li 
attentively  to  hia  wondrous  tale;  but  when  I 
counted  the  horrors  and  auffemgs  they  had  emlo 
upon  the  lonely  ifiland,  abandoned  by  the  Govemo 
Panama,  and  deserted  by  all  but  a  !□?»?  handful 
faithful  foUowere,  the  monarch  was  affected  mm 
tean.  Charles,  however,  speedily  quitting  Sp^B 
Italy,  could  do  no  more  than  commend  the  nimi 
Pizarro  to  the  oonaideration  of  the  empress  sud 
Council  of  the  Indies;  and  so  tardily  wua  bnstnaat! 
transacted  at  the  Spanish  court,  that  it  vrma  Dot  bfl 
the  29tb  of  July,  1S29,  that  the  empraas  aigi  ~ 
celebrated  capitulation  or  agreement. 

By  this  document  it  was  stipulated  "that  ] 
should  have  the  right  of  discovery  and  oonqm 
province  of  Peru  or  New  Castile,  for  the  diiik 
200  leagues  south  of  Santiaga  He  was  to  r 
titles  and  rank  of  governor  and  c»p  titan -genttrs 
province,  together  with  those  of  Adelantudo  fvnd  i 
cil  Mayor,  for  lifej  and  he  vim  to  have  m  aUj 
725,000  maravedis,  with  the  obligation  of  inaiiM| 
certain  officers  and  military  retainers,  cor«^^| 
with  the  dignity  of  hia  station.  He  was  to  a| 
right  to  erect  certain  forti'aases,  with  thtt  mI 
govcmmenl  ai  W\env,  Vi  w».<^  ejtcontendaa  of  hii 
under  tbe  AimilB.'aQMft  ^is9Ct**&.Vs\am,  ^aj^in  | 
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UMily  all  the  prentgatives  incident  to  lie 
uutliurity  of  a  viceroy.  Almngru  was  declaivd  com- 
maD^er  oftliti  Ibrtress  of  Tumbez,  witli  an  atiiiidi]  rent 
of  300,000  maiuvedis,  ami  with  iho  fui-thor  niiik  and 
privileges  of  aD  hidalgo.  The  reverend  Father  Ltniuc 
received  the  reward  of  hia  strvices  iu  the  hishojiric  uf 
Tumbez,  and  he  was  also  declareil  protector  <tf  th<! 
Indintis  of  Peru.  Ho  was  tu  eiyoy  tlit-  yearly  atiiiciii) 
of  1,000  ducats,  to  be  derived,  like  the  other  Hulariea 
aud  gratuities  iu  this  iiistmnieut,  &om  the  reveuuca  of 
the  conquered  territory.  Nor  were  the  eubordiuate 
actors  in  the  expedition  forgotten.  Ruii  received  titt 
title  of  Grand  Riot  of  the  Southern  Ocoan,  with  a 
liberal  provision ;  Candia  was  placed  at  the  liead  of  the 
artillery;  and  the  remaioiiig  elei-eu  oompantnna  on  tlio 
deaoUte  island  were  eT«at«d  hidalgua  and  cavulk-ro*, 
KDiI  raised  to  certain  municipal  diguilit^x  in  ]>i\>Bi>ert. 

"Several  provinioQa  of  a  liberal  tuiior  were  alt«i  inadi; 
to  encourage  emigration  to  the  coutitty.  The  no* 
settlers  wore  exempted  from  some  of  the  moHt  ouerons 
tiut  cnstomary  (axes,  as  the  aiivintla,  or  to  be  suliject'to 
tfiero  oaly  iu  a  mitigated  form.  Tlio  tus  on  the  pre- 
cious metals  drawn  from  minea  was  to  bo  rediicHl, 
•tfinrttoone-tenlh,  instead. if  the  fifth,  inii-ised  on  the 
aann'  metuU  when  ohtaiued  by  bnrtcr  or  by  rjipiiic. 

"It  waacxpresHly  enjoined  on  I*iiarro  to  observe  the 
existing  regalatiimti  fur  thu  goad  governiitent  and  pra- 
teetion  vf  (A«  tialivar;  and  he  was  required  to  curry 
«ut  with  him  u  Bpccilied  unnifaer  of  eceleaiiulics,  with 
■whom  he  wub  to  take  couuH«l  in  the  cvnquetits  of  the 
-country,  and  whoae  tfforta  were  to  be  dedica.VsA  Vi  'Co* 
srWc«  and  oonveniion  of  th«  Int^n*',  w\a»\».-«^«** 
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difficulty  in  collecting  sufficient  men  and  money  witltin 
the  appointed  tiuie;  im}',  it  is  believed  tbat  he  would 
have  Bigiiiilty  failed  but  for  the  Bcasoaable  ud  of  Cortex 
the  conquiTor  of  Mexico,  who  chanced  to  be  in  Spain 
at  tliut  time.  Even  witb  that  asdatAUce,  when  the  aix 
months  had  passed,  his  complement  of  men  fell  80  short 
of  the  stipulated  number,  that,  to  avoid  the  investigar 
tion  of  the  king's  officers,  who  were  commnnded  to  see 
that  his  Tesscla  weie  duly  fui-nished  itnd  equip))vd,  he 
gSiVe  orders  for  the  captains  of  his  three  ships  to  slip 
tbcir  cables  and  make  for  the  ialuud  of  Oumera,  nt 
which  place  he  ordered  his  brother,  Heniundo,  to  meet 
him  with  the  remaining  vessels.  These  weru  equully 
defiuifut  in  men,  hut  aa  Hemondo  deckred  thut  the 
othei'B  had  gone  forward  with  Pisarro,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  depart.  It  waa  in  January,  1530,  that  this 
equadron,  with  but  125  men,  set  sail  for  Panama;  but 
calling  en  route  at  Kombre  de  Dies,  they  were  met  by 
De  Luqiie  and  Almagro,  who,  in  their  anjcioty  to  leant 
the  Unns  of  tlie  cupilulatioa  with  Uieir  aovereign,  bad 
crossed  the  mouubiiiia. 
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With  rage  and  indignation  the  hot-headed,  but  gene- 
rous Almagro  heard  the  terms  of  the  capitulation. 
"  Is  it  thus,"  said  he,  "  that  you  have  dealt  with  the 
friend  who  shared  equally  with  you  in  the  trials, 
dangers,  and  cost  of  the  enterprise;  and  this,  notwith- 
standing your  solemn  engagements  on  your  departure 
to  provide  as  faithfully  for  his  interests  as  your  own  ? 
How  could  you  allow  me  to  be  thus  dishonoured  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world  by  so  paltry  a  compensation,  which 
seems  to  estimate  my  services  as  nothing  in  comparison 
with  your  own  1"  Pizarro  answered  that  he  had  faith- 
fully urged  his  friend's  suit,  but  the  government  feared 
to  confide  powers  which  intrenched  so  closely  on  one 
another  to  diO'erent  hands,  and  therefore  he  had  no 
alternative  but  to  accept  the  whole.  He  added,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  make  little  difference  to  Almagro, 
since  all  that  he  had  would  ever  be  at  the  service  of  his 
friend."  But  it  required  the  interference  of  their 
mutual  friends,  De  Luque  and  Espinosa,  to  settle  the 
dispute  between  the  captains,  who  were  at  length 
brought  to  terms,  Pizarro  agreeing  to  renounce  the 
appointment  of  Adelantado  in  favour  of  Almagro,  and 
binding  himself  not  to  ask  any  favour  from  the  Spaniak 
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court  for  himself  or  lija  brotbers  nntU  be  etiould  bave 
olttaineii  for  Almagro  a  sciumte  goverument,  to  com- 
meDire  wliero  tlie  lituits  of  his  own  ended. 

A  peace  being  tliiiB  patched  up  between  the  two 
&iend9,  tbe  squadron  wt-nt  on  to  Punnma,  where,  hnv- 
ing  recruited  his  force  to  tbe  number  of  180  men  and 
27  liorses,  he  again  aet  uail,  on  the  28tlt  of  December, 
isao,  on  his  third  and  last  expedition  for  the  conquert 
of  Peni.  In  thirteen  days  they  reached  the  Bay  of  St 
Untbow.  Here  he  determined  to  disembark  hia  troops 
and  advance  along  the  coast,  while  the  three  vessels 
kept  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the  shore.  At 
evei-y  i«int  he  found  the  natives  in  anna  against  him. 
Coming  to  the  town  of  Coaquc,  he  attacked  and  took 
the  jilace,  "  lest  it  should  revolt."  Here,  besides  a  cnn- 
aidernbte  quantity  of  gold,  they  /ound  a  large  number 
of  ermcraldas,  or  emeralds;  one  which  fell  to  tbe  share 
of  Pixan-o  was  as  large  as  a  pigeon's  egg.  The  soldiers 
being  ignorant  of  the  quality  of  their  rich  prize,  became 
the  victims  of  un  artful  trick,  played  u|>on  them  by  one 
Father  de  Pedraai.  Tbe  priest  persuaded  them  that 
the  only  way  to  teat  the  true  emerald  vraa  Ly  pound- 
ing tliPin  with  Imnituera.  Every  jewel  so  tested  was 
broken  to  pieces,  and  then  cast  aside  as  wurlhletis  glaH& 
1'be  priest,  who  had  not  subjected  his  own  share  to  ths 
ttrat,  gathered  them  together  and  took  them  with  him 
to  Panama,  where  he  realised  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  by  their  sde.  The  cuuning  Spaniard  unod  the 
gold  and  jewels  thus  plundered  from  the  natives  as 
buit  whorowitb  to  cafdi  frwli  troops,  wisely  judging 
that  the  sight  of  treasure  ao  speedily  and  easily 
BOtiuired  would  tempt  the  coloniats  to  his  standard;  ha 
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therefore   despatched   his  vessels  witii    the   booty  (a 
Panama. 

Duidng  the   absence  of  this   party    Pizarro    niadi 
several  uliorl  marclica  aloog  the  coast,  but  without  ai^ 
great  result ;  and  amidst  siifiuriiigs  tliat  made  the  truo| 
cxine  the  day  they  had  been  tempt«d  by  ai^ance  I 
join  the  expedition,  a  strange   epidemic    broke  oo 
Men  went  to  rest  at  night  well,  to  uwuke  (thoiia  vbf 
awoke  at  all)  witli  their  bodies  covered  with  hii 
ulcers  or  warts.    Sevei'ul  died  of  t1iis  frightful 
which  strangely  made  its  appearance  during  the  inn*' 
aion,  and  did  not  long  survive  it.     While  the  plagM 
lasted,  it  spread  over  tlie  -whole  countiy,  sparing  ntatlur 
natiye  nor  white  man.     "  It  was,"  saya  Prcacott,  "  OW 
of  those  plagues  from  the  vial  of  wnith   wtudi  ibt 
destroying  angel,  who  follows  in  the  path  of  the  ctf)* 
queror,  ]>ouia  out  oa  the  devoted  nations." 

At  length,  aft«r  seven  weary  months,  the  SpaniaiA 
were  gladdened  by  the  return  of  their  vessvls  wila 
fresh  supplies,  several  high  officers  appoiuted  In  ik 
crown  to  look  after  its  inierests,  tweoty-six  moui 
and  thirty  foot  soldiers.  With  these,  nnd  k  tat 
reinforce  meat  of  thirty  men,  who  met  hint  tit  a  ffa* 
called  Puerto  Viejo,  PtzajTO  advanced  ulong  the 
taking  forcihie  poasesaion  of  villages,  and  convertiDg  li» 
natives  by  the  way,  till  he  came  to  a  siM>t  opnusite  lb 
Island  of  Pimd.  Compelling  the  inhabitunts  of 
place  to  convey  his  forces  across  the  water  qiion 
he  encamped  upon  the  island,  intending  to 
thei-e  till  the  end  of  the  rainy  seascin. 

The  S^amswrda  «cto  veceivcd  by  the  Uluidsn  ail 
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for  one  day  Felippo,  one  of  the  two  Indian  interpreteta 
who  had  accompanied  Pizarro  V>ack  from  Spain,  in- 
formed their  master  that  the  chiefs  had  met  together 
to  deliberate  upon  a  plan  by  which  tbey  might  rid 
tbeiDselves  of  their  foreign  visitors.  The  Spaiiisb  com- 
munder  lost  do  time  in  surrounding  the  meeting  place, 
and  arresting  the  curacn  and  Inn  Huliordinutes.  So  daring 
an  outrage,  however,  aroused  the  people,  who  attacked 
the  Spauiarda  with  gi-eat  fury.  The  contest  was  un- 
equal; for  although  the  Indiana  were  so  numerotia, 
their  ill-clad  bodies  offered  but  a  pour  rcuistance  to  this 
heavy  swonla  of  the  cavalry  under  Hernando  Plairro, 
and  the  fii-eanns  uf  thu  iufnntry.  Still  the  conqui^ror 
afterwards  declared  that  their  victory  was  Ivea  owing  in 
tlieir  superior  armo,  than  to  the  interpoaitiou  of  heaven^ 
"  for  St  Miolutel  and  hU  legions  were  seen  higb  in  the 
air  above  the  cumkatuutfi,  contending  with  the  arch- 
enemy of  man,  and  obeering  ou  the  Christians  by  their 
example."  After  the  baltlo,  Pizarru  set  the  priueijBil 
cliii'f  free,  but  he  burned  or  beheaded  ten  otlifrs.  A 
short  time  afterwards,  Hernando  do  Soto  ariivcd  at  Puna 
■with  two  vessels,  100  fresh  volunteers,  and  some  horses 
for  the  cavalry. 

Pizarro  now  thought  he  might  begin  the  real  biui- 
ncss  uf  the  conquc«t  of  Peru;  so,  «tubarlcing  his  troops, 
Le  piused  over  to  Turabez  on  the  niaiuland,  and  bwk 
jiossessiun  of  two  furtiQed  houses.  It  will  b«  remem- 
bered that  it  was  at  ttiis  town  the  Spaniards  werQ  ao 
Lusjiitubly  received  iu  the  year  1527,  and  where  Piiarro 
left  several  of  hin  men.  But  thia  time  tliey  met  with 
«  very  differtuil  reception.  The  first  vewwl  ^ai.  «as- 
jMundcd  by  tlie  ualives,  aad  tUrtse  HoVQ^cn  Vw*  -**«g 


348  FINAL  EXPEDITION  TO   PERU. 

about  to  disembark  were  carried  off  and  murdered. 
Another  jiarty  who  were  conveying  their  leader's  ward- 
robe ashore  were  set  upon  bj  tlie  Indians;  their  cries 
for  help,  however,  being  heard  by  Hernando  Piaxrro, 
who  had  effected  a  landing  with  a  party  of  cavalry 
lower  down  the  coast,  he  gallo])ed  to  their  assistance, 
when  the  natives,  staggered  at  the  strange  sight  of  the 
horsemen,  fled  to  the  neighbouring  forest. 

But  the  Spaniards  were  more  astoimded  at  the  sight 
of  the  gteat  city  than  at  their  warlike  reception,  for, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  great  houses,  it  was  demo- 
lished.    The  lich  decorations  of  the  great  temple  and 
other  public  buildings  which  they  had  seen  on  their 
first  viait  had  disappeared.    The  men  who  had  witnessed 
these  treasures,  and  had  told  such  wondrous  stories, 
were   dismayed   at   the   scene   of    desolation   around. 
Truly,  like  an  ignis  /atuus,  the  golden  stores  of  Peru 
seemed  to  Pizarro  ever  to  be  flitting  before  him,  but 
always  to  elude  his  grasp.     The  Spanish  leader  sent  a 
party  of  cavalry  in  search  of  the  fugitive  inhabitants; 
some  were  taken ;  one  happened  to  be  the  curaca  him- 
self.    This  chief,  upon  being  brought  before  Pizarro, 
endeavoured  to  exonerate  himself  from  any  share  in 
the   late  attack    upon   the    Spaniards.      As  for   the 
destruction  of  the  town,  he  said  that  was  in  conse- 
quence of  long  wars  carried  on  by  their  enemies,  the 
fierce  people  of  Pun^     He  also  informed  them  that 
the  empire  was  then,  and  had  been  for  a  long  time, 
distracted  by  a  cruel  civil  war,  waged  by  two  brothers, 
the  sons  of  the  late  Inca. 

This  was  pleasing  news  to  Pizarro,  who  remembered 
that  it  was  by  taking  advantage  of  the  dissensions 
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exiating  between  the  fierce  tribes  of  Anahiiac  tliat 
Cortes  had  nchicwul  the  conquest  of  Mexico.  Accord- 
ingly he  resolved  in  that,  as  in  many  other  tiioga,  to 
imitate  hia  great  prrdecessor.  Hern  I  may  remark,  it 
seema  extniorilinary  that  altlioiigh — at  my  rt^er  may 
see  by  a  glance  at  the  niu]) — but  u  smuJl  and  narrow 
atrij)  of  litiid  divided  Ute  two  em|iires  nf  Mexico  and 
Peril,  the  Pcruinans  had  never  lieurd  of  the  Mexicans, 
the  Mexicans  knew  nothing  of  the  Peruviana;  so  that 
whilt-  Pizarru  had  before  hJm  the  example  of  Cortea, 
the  Iiicaa  wero  unable  to  profit  by  the  sad  experiences 
of  Montezuma  and  Ouateniozin.  But  for  this  igno- 
ntnco  the  Incu  crapira  would  not  an  easily  have  b<«oiuu 
the  prey  of  the  frecbootiog  Sitaniarila.  But  these  lucaa 
— well,  the  nest  chapter  shall  be  devoted  to  an  epitome 
of  their  history,  and  the  catiaes  of  that  ftatriddul  war 
which  bronght  about  their  fuin. 
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THE  8T0RY  OF  THE  INCAfl  OP  PERU. 

The  empire  of  the  Incas,  which  the  Spaniards  were 
hastening  to  subdue,  stretched  from  the  second  d^ree 
north  to  the  thirty-seventh  degree  south  latitude,  and 
occupied   the  place  of  those  countries  marked   upon 
modeni  maps  as  Ecuador,  Peru,  Bolivia,  and  Chili. 
Like  a  backbone,  the  mighty  cordillera  of  the  Andes, 
stretching  from  the  straits  of  Magellan  to  the  isthmus  of 
Panama,  passes  through  the  country.     Like  Anahuac, 
Peru  has  been  divided  into  three  regions.     First,  the 
coast — a  series  of  valleys,  divided  by  sandy  deserts, 
which  stretch  from  the  sea  to  the  feet  of  the  Cordilleras, 
and  produce  sugar,  cotton,  and  wine.     Secondly,  the 
Sierra — the  region  of  the  Andes,  which  is  about  300 
miles  wide,  contains  the  most  stupendous  mountains, 
vast  plains,  warm  and  fertile  valleys.     The  Sierra  is 
the  native  place  of  the  potato,  the  abode  of  the  vicuna 
and  alpaca,  while  in  its  recesses  lie  the  far-famed  and 
inexhaustible  treasures  of  Peru.    Thirdly,  the  Montana, 
or  tropical  forests,  which  skiH  the  eastern  slopes  of 
the  Andes,  and   abound   in  products  of  the  greatest 
commercial  value,  which,  says  Mr.  Markham,  who  was 
the  first  to  describe  these  three  divisions,  ''  will  at 
some  future  time  be  the  principal  source  of  Peruvian 
wealtL" 
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Tlie  Spaniards  fuund  tbe  irliole  country  in  a  liigh 
Btato  of  civilizatioD.  An  induatrioua  pco|j|t!  aettW 
along  the  lofty  regions  and  in  the  valleys,  bvtween 
whoHp  hamleta  and  towns  mtercoiirao  was  inaiutaiiied 
by  great  roads,  whiub,  commencing  at  thi'  capital, 
passed  to  the  extremities  of  tlie  empii«.  One  of  tlieae 
roads  waa  a  work  as  great  as  the  imperial  canal,  or 
great  wall  of  China.  It  va&  twelve  hundred  miles 
long — that  is,  about  aa  fer  an  from  Paris  to  Constan- 
tinople ;  broad  enongb  for  six  horsemen  to  ride  abn-ust, 
mid  at  some  plac(<s  reached  an  elcvatiou  of  12,440  feet 
above  the  levei  of  the  sea.  Like  the  Cliineao,  the 
Peruvians  Iiad  couriers  (Cfuuquit)  stationed  along  tho 
roads,  at  about  three  bow-shot^  distance  from  each 
other,  They  lived  in  hutn,  in  couples,  one  being 
always  ready  to  start  A  verbal  uic-KBogQ  waa  thus 
8|joe(iily  sent  through  the  empire,  for  being  delivered  to 
the  nearest,  he  would  run  with  great  a[ieed  to  the  next, 
who  would  take  it  to  another,  and  so  on  through  the 
city.  Tbe  suurco  of  this  dvilizatlon  was  the  capital, 
CuKo.  The  origin  of  thia  dty  is  given  Jii  the  fol- 
lowing pretty  legend,  t«ld   by  a  descendant   of  the 

'■  The  8un,  tlie  great  luminary  and  parent  of  man- 
kind, taking  eompa«sion  on  their  degi«<lod  condition, 
sent  two  of  hia  children,  Mauco  Capae  and  &lania 
Oi'Uo  Uiiaco,  to  gather  the  natives  tuto  communities 
and  teach  tliem  the  arts  of  civiliied  life.  The  ceJcatiul 
imir,  brotber  and  sister,  husband  and  wife,  advoucetl 
ttlong  the  high  plains  in  the  neighboitrlioud  of  Lake 
Titicaca,  to  attout  tlie  ustcenth  degree  suuxVi.  "SNw?j 
J»i-e  with  them  a  gulden  wcdgu,  wid  "b«.-vi  iVroAeA.''  i 
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take  lip  their  residence  on  the  spot  where  the  sacred 
emblem  Hhould,  without  efiurt,  sink  into  the  ground. 
They  proctKMled  accordingly  but  a  short  distance,  as  far 
as  the  valley  of  Cuzco,  the  spot  indicated  by  the  per- 
formance of  the  miracle,  since  there  the  wedge  speedily 
wiiik  into  the  earth  and  disappeared  for  ever.     Here 
the  chililivn  of  the  sun  established  their  residence,  and 
soon  euti'red  upon  their  beneficent  mission  among  the 
rude  inhabitants  of  the  country — Manco  Capac  teach- 
in<;  the  men  the  arts  of  agriculture,  and  Mama  Oello 
iuitiatiiig  Iut  own  sex  in  tlie  mysteries  of  weaving  and 
Hpinning.     The  simple  people  lent  a  willing  ear  to  the 
mesHengera  of  heaven,  and,  gathering  together  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  laid  the  foundations  of  the  city  of 
Cuzco.    The  same  wise  and  benevolent  maxims;  which 
regulated  the  conduct  of  the  first  Incas  descended  to 
their  successors,  and  under  their  mild  sceptre  a  com- 
munity giiulually  extended    itself   along    the  broad 
surface  of  the  table-land  which  asserted  its  saperiority 
over  the  surrounding  tribes." 

Another  legend  told  that  the  Inca  empire  had  its 
origin  in  certain  white  and  bearded  men,  who,  coming 
from  the  shores  of  the  great  lake  Titicaca,  established 
their  rule  over  the  then  inhabitants,  and  imparted 
to  them  the  blessings  of  civilization;  and  the  latter 
tradition  seems  j>robable,  since  even  at  the  present  day 
their  exists  near  the  great  lake  Titicaca,  some  im- 
posing architectunil  ruins,  which  have  been  proved  by 
archoeologists  to  have  been  the  work  of  a  race  which 
must  have  flourished  centuries  prior  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Incas,  which  took  place  not  more  than 
four  hundred  years  before  the  coming  of  the  Spaniaida 
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But  although  the  rejil  origin  of  the  Pentvinn  empire  is 
lost,  or  at  least  uncertain,  &t  the  coining  of  tlie  Chris- 
tians the  prople  were  in  a  liigh  state  of  civilization. 
Unlilce  the  Aztecs,  thry  rarely,  if  ever,  practiai-d  the 
horrible  rito  of  human  sacrifice;  the  still  moro  un- 
Datnral  practice  of  CHnnibnliem  was  unknown  to  them. 
Their  tuwna  and  cities  were  niimerons,  lurg^i  and 
iuhabtted  by  a  woll-govorned  and  flonrishing  popu- 
lation. In  tlicir  cities  were  eubstantiul  bridges, 
palaces,  and  fortresses  erected  of  massive  stoniis,  while, 
fur  the  health  of  the  population,  the  streets  were  inb.':^ 
opersc^I  with  sqiwres  aud  s^mcious  o^kenings.  Euvli 
t<)wn  had  its  atjuednct  of  massive  nioHoiiry;  their 
indiixtiy  and  mediunical  Nkill  were  proved  hj  their 
public  buildings ;  their  beautiful  workmauship  in  silver, 
gold,  aud  eojtjier;  their  inanufactures  in  coqiets,  luin^ 
ingB,  oovurlets,  and  robes,  some  of  which  were  woven 
of  wool,  lnt«rmixed  with  the  hair  of  animals,  aud  of* 
texture  so  dclicato,  that  on  both  sides  it  had  the  lustre 
i-f  silk,  while  tlie  brilliancy  of  the  dyes  was  such  as  to 
raise  the  eitvy  of  a  Eiiropran  artian. 
'  So  many  and  wise  wei«  the  ]irovinion8  ngainst 
poverty,  thnt  although  much  of  the  enipiru  was  bnrmi, 
it  is  wtid  nu  man,  however  humble,  suffered  from  tlie 
wniit  of  fiioil  or  dothiug,  and  a  buggar  did  not  nint 
ftmoug  them;  for  under  llie  mild  deN[>otiKm  of  tho 
InciLS  no  perMOQ  could  become  so  reduooL  But  neitlicr 
could  he  become  rich.  How  truul  but  what  bitter 
satire  is  there  iit  the  words  of  a  Prcsidpnt  of  tha 
8paiiinh  Council  of  the  Indies,  "Contented  with  ihar 
condition,  and  free  fwin  vii*.  the  mild  B,tnV  v\t>cC«i  iJca*- 
Mtcr  of  the  Puruviana  would  Wve  ■WtW  *l^.^«4.^^w™■*^■ 
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receive  the  teachings  of  Christianitj,  had  the  love  of 
conversiony  instead  of  gold,  animated  the  breaats  of  the 
conquerors."      The   Incas*    of   Peru,   boasting  their 
descent  from  the  sun, — ^which  luminary  the  Peruvians 
worshipped  as  the  symbol  of  the  Almighty, — reigned  as 
the  representative  of  the  sun,  and  were  despotic  lords 
and  mastei-s  of  his  subjects,  their  property,  and  even 
their  thoughts ;  at  least  it  would  have  been  high  trea- 
son in  Peru  to  have  denied  this.    Their  state  was  mag- 
nificent, for  the  Inca  was  the  point  to  which  all  the 
wealth  of  the  empire  converged.     His  capital,  Cuzco, 
was  considered  sacred,  holy,  because  therein  was  his 
chief  palace  and  the  gorgeous  temple  of  the  sun,  wherein 
he  presided  upon  important  ceremonials.     Still  he  had 
a  jialace  in  every  chief  town,  and  magnificent  lodges 
at  different  points  on  the  great  roads.    The  latter  were 
frequently  used,   for    the  monarch  was    continually 
making  royal  processions  for  the  benefit  of  his  people. 
Upon  these  occasions  he  was  borne  in  a  magnificent 
litter,  emblazoned  with  gold  and  emeralds.     The  men 
who  carried  him  were  appointed  by  two  cities  selected 
for  the  purpose.     The  oliice  of  luca-bearer  was  highly 
honourable,  but  scarcely  to  be  coveted,  I  should  ima- 
gine, as  a  fall  was  punishable  with  death.     The  splen- 
dour of  the   palaces  of  these   demi-gods  is    beyond 
description.     Thei'e  was  one  at  Yucay,  a  few  leagues 
from  the  capital,  the  baths  of  which  were  replenished 
by  streams  of  crystal  water,  which  were  conducted 
through  subterranean  silver  channels  into  basins  ai 
gold.     The  large  gardens  of  this  residence  were  fiUed 
with  every  kind  of  plant  that  grew  in  Peru.   But  there 
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were  smaller  ones  witlnn  tbese,  in  which  imitaticn 
fruits  and  pliUits,  wrought  of  gold  and  nilver,  weru 
planted.  This  ia  a  daziling  picture  of  the  we&lth  of 
the  Incas,  altbougli  we  knuw  that  nil  the  goM  pawud 
into  the  bunds  of  the  aovereign,  and  none  waa  con- 
Tcrtt^d  into  coin.  But  how  niiicb  grtuter  in  oar  natoniah- 
ment  when  we  find  that  eacli  prince  amassed  his  own 
weulth— that  lie  could  inherit  none;  for  ujion  the  deatli 
of  An  Incu  Ilia  jmlaces  were  abaitdoned,  all  his  treoaiitr'a, 
except  what  were  employed  In  hia  obsequies,  his  furni- 
ture and  wardrobe,  were  suffered  to  remain  as  he  left 
them,  and  liia  residences,  save  one,  were  closed  up  for 
ever,  sntt  the  new  Inca  had  to  provide  himself  with 
everything  for  bis  state  and  royalty.  The  reason  foi 
this  extraordinary  custom  was  the  belief  that  the  soul 
of  the  deceased  sovereign  would,  after  a  time,  return  to 
the  body,  and  it  was  therefore  desirable  that  he  sliould 
&nd  everything  he  had  been  used  to  in  life  prepni-cd  for 
his  reception.  The  Inca  being  colled  home  tn  the  man- 
aious  of  his  father,  the  sun  (i.  e.,  died),  the  Ixiwels  wera 
taken  from  the  body,  and,  with  a  quantity  of  his  plate 
and  Jewels,  buried  in  the  temple  of  Tampii,  a  few 
leagues  fioni  the  capital.  The  sad  part  of  the  story  is, 
that  tt  grist  number,  Bometim«a  a  thousand  of  his 
favourite  attendants  and  concubines,  were  immolated 
in  his  tomb.  The  ceremonials  of  sorrow  on  the  port 
of  his  subjects  were  as  numerous  and  long  lusting  as 
those  of  the  Chinese  upon  the  demise  of  the  eiuperor. 

The  body  was  embalmed  and  placed  in  the  gi'cat 
temjile  of  the  sun  at  Ouzco.  "There,"  says  the  his- 
torian, "the  Peruvian  sovereign,  on  entoriu^ Omi  ««\>^ 
Muctuary,  might  behold  the  affiles  ol  \i\a  to-jA  ii.-oK«a- 
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tors  ranged  in  opposite  files — the  men  on  the  right  and 
their  queens  on  the  left  of  the  great  luminary  which 
blazed  in  refulgent  gold  on  the  walls  of  the  temple. 
The  bodies,  clothed  in  the  princely  attire  which  they 
liad  been  accustomed  to  wear,  wei'e  placed  on  chairs 
of  gold,  and  sat  with  their  heads  inclined  downward, 
their  hands  placidly  crossed  over  their  bosoms,  their 
countenances  exhibiting  their  natural  dusky  hue,  less 
liable  to  change  than  the  fresher  colouring  of  a  Euro- 
pean complexion,  and  their  hair  of  raven  black,  or 
silvered  over  with  age,  according  to  the  period  at 
which  they  died.  It  seemed  like  a  company  of  solemn 
worshippers  fixed  in  devotion,  so  true  were  the  forms 
and  lineaments  of  life.  The  Peruvians  were  as  success- 
ful as  the  Egyptians  in  the  miserable  attempt  to  per- 
petuate the  existence  of  the  body  beyond  the  limits 
assigned  to  it  by  nature. 

"  They  cherished  a  still  stranger  illusion  in  the  atten- 
tions which  they  continued  to  pay  to  these  insensible 
remains,  as  if  they  were  instinct  with  life.  One  of  ihe 
houses  belonging  to  a  deceased  Inca  was  kept  open,  and 
occupied  by  his  guard  and  attendants,  with  all  the  state 
appropriate  to  royalty.  On  certain  festivals  the  revered 
bodies  of  the  sovereigns  were  brought  out  with  great 
ceremony  into  the  public  square  of  the  capitaL  Invi- 
tations were  sent  by  the  captains  of  the  guard  of  the 
respective  Incas  to  the  difierent  nobles  and  officers  of 
the  court,  and  entertainments  were  provided  in  the 
names  of  their  masters,  which  displayed  all  the  profuse 
magnificence  of  their  treasures ;  and  '  such  a  diajilay/ 
says  an  ancient  chronicler,  'was  there  in  the  great 
square  of  Cuzco^  on  this  oocaaion,  of  gold  and  silver 
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plato  and  jewela,  as  uo  other  city  in  the  world  evev 
witnessed.'  The  banquet  was  served  by  the  menials 
(if  the  ■'eajicctivo  households,  and  the  gnests  ptkftook  of 
the  melancholy  cheer  in  the  presence  of  the  royal 
phantom,  with  tike  same  attention  to  the  forms  of 
courtly  etiquette  as   if  the  living  monarch  had  pre- 

Of  Boltles  tlenj  were  but  two  orders,  viz.,  the  prinoea 
of  the  blood,  who  were  very  numerous,  being  all  those 
who  were  descended  from  diffei«nt  reigning  lucaa,  and 
the  curaetu — that  is,  the  chiefs  of  conquered  nations 
or  their  descendants.  These  great  men  possessed  many 
imjxirtant  pririleges;  but,  like  the  nobles  of  Ava,  the 
most  illustrious  was  compelled,  on  entering  the  pre- 
sence of  his  sovereign,  to  bear  a  small  burden  upon  his 
shoulders  as  a  symbol  of  his  humility.  As  for  the 
people,  the  working  masses,  of  whose  content  we  have 
heard,  they  alone  bad  the  weight  of  maintaining  the 
state;  for  the  Inca  nobles,  the  lesser  nobility,  the 
public  functionaries,  and  even  the  vast  number  of 
priests,  were  all  exempt  fram  taxation,  ay,  and  were 
supported  by  the  htbouring  classes,  who  could  never 
better  their  condition.  Without  money,  with  little 
pro[>erty,  they  |kaid  their  taxes  in  toil;  and  to  toil 
they  were  compelled,  for  slotli  was  punished  as  a  crini'^ 
against  the  state.  Is  it  to  1>o  wondered  tliat  so  ims- 
sive,  quietly-eu  during  a  race,  were  so  easdy  couquered 
by  a  handful  uf  Spaniards  1  Did  they  deserve  free- 
dom I  I  thiuk  not.  Yet  Prescott,  himself  a  sun  uf 
one  of  the  most  industrioua  and  freest  roous  in  the 
globe,  palliates,  nay,  praises  the  ejBteia  b^  -«\i&'&««» 
poor  [>eople  were   enslaved,  sa  i£.  tiwwy=^ii>  ^iasfc^ 
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coold  lie  ecdnrnble  to  any  nation  undtr  may 
Btancea.  "  If  no  man,"  be  writes,  "  oould  liecome  rick 
in  Peru,  no  man  conld  become  poor.  No  ifxtadtlirift 
could  waste  his  subetancp  in  riotous  luxury;  no 
venturous  schemer  could  impovetisli  his  family  by 
spirit  of  speculiition.  The  law  waa  constantly 
tn  enforce  a  steady  industry  and  a  nober  managemfot 
of  bi»  affairs.  No  mendicant  was  tolerated  in  Pent. 
When  a  man  was  reduced  by  poverty  or  misfoTtuM 
(it  conld  hardly  be  by  £&ult)  the  arm  of  the  law  wM 
stretched  out  to  iiiinister  relief;  not  the  stinted  relirf 
of  private  charity,  nor  was  it  doled  out  drop  by  dn^ 
as  it  were,  from  the  fnneu  reservoirs  of  '  the  pariik,' 
but  in  a  generoiia  measure,  btiti^g  no  humiliaUon  te 
the  object  of  it,  and  placing  him  on  a  le^-el  with  lli» 
rest  of  his  countrymen.  No  man  could  be  ridi,  w 
man  could  be  poor  in  Peru,  but  oU  might  eajuy,  ini 
did  enjoy,  a  comjietence.  Ambition,  a^-nrioe,  the  I 
of  change,  the  morbid  s^urit  of  discontent,  tfaoae  f 
Hiuns  which  moat  agitate  the  minds  of  men,  found 
jdaco  in  the  bosom  of  the  Peruvian.  The  very  <m 
tion  of  Ha  being  seemed  to  be  at  war  wiUi  chaog*. 
He  moved  on  in  the  stune  unbroken  cii-de  in  wl 
his  fathers  had  moved  before  him,  ami  in  whidi 
children  were  to  follow.  It  waa  the  ot^ect  rf  * 
Incaa  to  infuse  into  their  subjects  u  spirit  of  p0 
obedience  and  tranquillity — a  perfoct  ncquinccBM 
the  established  order  of  thin^  In  this  ihsT-  ftiBy  ■► 
ceeded.  The  Spstiiarda  who  firat  TisiUtd  the 
are  ein^liafec  in  their  testimony,  that  no 
cou\d  ^lat  \«wi  ^«ittB?c  waSui  "wi  iW  geahiB  <f 
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tented  with  their  lot,  or  mare  devoted  to  their  goveni- 

The  Peruyian,  like  the  Aztec  sorereigus  had  ever 
sought  to  enlarge  their  empire  bjconqueat;  but,  luilike 
the  latter,  who  carried  on  a  war  of  extenuinatioD,  aud 
sacrificed  hecatembe  of  jiriscncis,  the  Incas  wisely  used 
every  means  to  maku  the  conquered  people  feel  tbcm- 
aelvea  absorbed  in  the  empire  for  their  own  atlvaatuge. 
A  nation  having  been  subdued,  many  thousands  of 
Peruviana  were  aent  to  live  among  ita  people,  and  tbua 
it  became  ganiaoned  and  colouixed  at  the  sanie  time. 

The  most  renowned  of  the  sovereigns  of  Peru  wan 
the  Inca  Tupiic  Yupanqui,  who  died  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  fifteenth  century.  This  prince,  b;  lilii  arma 
and  wisdom,  had  gradually  extended  his  empire  untU 
it  reached  from  the  remotest  borders  of  Chili  to  the 
sonthern  provinces  of  Quito,  an  independent  kiug- 
dom,  of  which  Tumbez  was  one  of  the  chief  cities.  It 
was  flubdtied  and  added  to  the  empire  by  Huayna 
CupBc,  the  son  and  eucccssor  of  Tu|>aa  This  concjuest 
of  Quito,  or  rather  its  eoouequeucca,  cttuaing  a  cruel 
civil  war,  aceplemtcil  Uie  downfall  of  the  empii*. 

This  Uuayua  CupHC  *ci-nib  to  have  been  a  wise  aud 
tmergctio  ruler,  for  the  whole  of  lun  reign  was  devoted 
to  the  settlement  and  completion  of  the  vaat  work 
begun  by  his  father,  such  as  the  creation  of  great 
roads,  tlie  establishment  of  portSj  and  the  consolidation 
of  the  many  races  into  a  united  ]teople.  It  wna  about 
ten  years  before  his  death  that  the  Inca  was  told  tliut 
white  men  had  been  seen  on  the  sitoreii  of  the  Pacific. 
He  heard  of  Ihcir  arats,  their  horses,  tiicic  artiUerj,wo>^ 
like  the  Altec  emperor,  M-OotCTOiPiv.  V>:<rtQ.  \>a»X  \a.-amgBS. 


''""■'■»";  o.rll„,„ 
S»JW  Willi  ,i„„ 

"1";  m  eagle,  „ 
"fining  U,  He  . 

'^  "■'.  all«i  hi.  , 

'^■^^.-tleco™' 
■^'"'•..ip.ofil.e 

Tl'"»,W,ve,,rtU, 
C    '"*"•''«  '« 


a  passed  to  Huascar.  This  arrangement  was  not 
satisfactory  to  the  elder  brother;  stiU,  being  of  a  tnild 
and  gentle  dinpoeition.  He  submitted,  anil  for  nearly  five 
years  the  royal  brothers  remained  ufion  good  terma. 
The  fierce  and  warlike  Ataliuallpii,  however,  di«coii- 
teuted  with  the  BmullnfBii  of  his  [tosacssions,  was  ever 
seeiing  to  increaao  them  by  warlike  enterprises.  Aa 
might  have  been  foreseen,  he  encroached  npon  the 
territory  of  his  elder  brother,  who,  becoming  alarmed, 
remonati-ated  with  him,  and,  moreover,  demanded  that 
Atahuallpa  should  render  him  homage  for  hia  kingdom 
of  Quito,  Thia  embassy  was  siilliricut;  probably  it 
had  been  long  desired.  Wur  now  broke  out  between 
the  brothers.  Atahnallpa,  at  the  head  of  a  great  army, 
and  accompanied  by  two  of  the  most  renowned  of  his 
father's  generals,  Quizquiz  and  Cholicuchima,  set  out 
for  CuKO.  His  progress  was  jiartly  contested,  but 
everywhere  he  was  victorious,  and  no  man  or  town 
who  hod  resisted  hia  arms  waa  spared.  At  the  dty  of 
Caxamalca  he  halted  with  a  detachment,  sending  the 
main  body  forward  under  his  two  generals,  A  great 
army,  led  by  the  Inca  Huasc»r  in  person,  mot  thent  on 
the  pUins  of  Quipaypan,  near  Cuico  ;  hut  after  a  long 
and  sanguinary  battle  the  generals  were  victorious,  and 
with  the  Inca  a  prisoner,  they  mnrelic^d  into  the  capital 
of  t!ic  empire.  ThLt  news  being  brought  to  Atahiiallpn, 
that  prince  tuoumetl  the  Incariol  crown,  and  ordered 
hb  brollier  to  be  confined  in  the  fortress  of  Xauxa,  but 
to  be  treal^Ml  with  all  the  n«i|)ect  due  t-j  his  exalted 
rank,  then  proweding  to  Cnico,  at  which  place  he 
had  previously  invite<l  the  Inca  lotAsi  ft\c«o.^'a\A- "fto^ 
Hiiipliiui  to  meot  hin,  i&  oidfix  W  ds^^^wnkA  '^ 


362  THE  8T0RT  OF  THK  IHCA8  OF  PEBU. 

means  of  partitioning  the  countxy  between  liim  and  his 
brother.  The  chiefii  having  complied,  thej  were  sur- 
rounded by  the  fierce  soldiery  of  Quito,  who,  at  a  given 
signal,  fell  upon  and  mercilessly  butchered  theoL  But 
in  order  that  no  one  of  the  royal  family  might  be  left 
who  could  show  a  better  title  to  the  throne  than  him- 
self, it  is  said  that  his  numerous  half-brothers,  aunts, 
nieces,  cousins — all  indeed  who  had  any  Inca  blood  in 
their  veins — many  thousands — ^were,  at  his  command, 
assassinated,  and  that,  too,  with  the  most  lingering 
tortures.  The  Inca  writer,  upon  whose  authority  these 
terrible  and  unnatural  murders  are  related,  further 
states  that,  to  give  greater  zest  to  his  revenge,  manj  of 
the  executions  took  place  in  the  presence  of  Huascar, 
who  was  thus  compelled  to  witness  the  assassination 
of  his  own  wives  and  sisters,  while,  in  tlie  extranity 
of  anguish,  they  in  vain  called  on  him  to  protect 
them.  This  account,  however,  is  not  credited  by 
Prescott,  who  says, — "  But  if  the  attempt  to  exter- 
minate the  Inca  race  was  actually  made  by  Atahuallpa, 
how  comes  it  that  so  many  of  the  pure  descendants 
of  the  blood  royal — nearly  600  in  number — are  ad- 
mitted by  the  historian  to  have  been  in  existence 
seventy  years  after  the  imputed  massacre?  Why  was 
the  massacre,  instead  of  being  limited  to  the  legitimate 
members  of  the  royal  stock,  who  could  show  a  better 
title  to  the  crown  than  the  usurper,  extended  to  all, 
however  remotely,  or  in  whatever  way  connected  with 
the  race  ?  Why  were  aged  women  and  young  maidens 
involved  in  the  prescription?  and  why  were  they  Bob- 
jected  to  such  refined  and  superfluous  tortures,  when  it 
is  obvious  that  beings  so  impotent  could  have  done 
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nothing  to  provoke  tlie  jealousy  of  the  tpunti  Why, 
when  80  many  were  sacrificed  from  sotno  vagu^  ajipre- 
hensiou  of  distant  danger,  was  his  rival,  Huascar, 
together  with  his  younger  brother,  Manco  Capnc — the 
two  men  from  whom  the  cooqueror  had  most  to  fear — 
suffered  to  live?  Why,  io  short,  is  the  wonderful  tale 
not  recorded  by  others  befoi-o  the  time  of  Oarcilaaso, 
and  nearer,  by  half-a- century,  to  the  events  themselves." 
But  however  Garcilasso,  himself  a  deacendant  of  the 
Incft  HtMKar,  may  have  exaggerated  thecruelticsof  the 
greatenemyuf  hiaanceetora,  evenas  the  partizan  writen 
of  tbi-  houses  of  Bruiiswiclcaiid  Lancaster  have  magnified 
the  crimes  of  the  fallen  Imcs  of  Stuart  and  York, 
there  cannot  he  the  leaat  doubt  that,  by  treaeou  and  a 
scrioi  of  atrocious  crimes,  Atahuatl{<B  seated  himself 
iipou  the  golden  tbruuc  of  the  sjicieut  Incas — to  him 
the  summit  of  human  grandeur.  Far  better  for  hiu 
had  it  heen  otherwiite;  for  the  royal  brothera  united 
coidd  easily  have  crushed  the  power  of  those  audacious 
foreignera  who,  taking  advantage  of  their  fratricidal 
quarrel,  were  about  to  rob  tbem  aiid  their  race  for  ever 
of  the  empire  and  woalth  for  which  tliey  were  coutend- 
iug.  AtahuullpB  was  triumphant;  he  had  climbed  to 
the  highest  pinnacle  of  greatncBi.  But  he  had  i-eacbed 
the  dizxy  height  of  a  precipice,  from  which  his  fail  was 
to  be  tta  speedy  as  it  was  merited. 
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THE  MARCH  IinX)  THE  INTERIOB. 

OouBTLESSLT  having  in  mind  tlie  politic  measure  of 
Cortes  in  establishing  a  fort  at  Villa  Rica,  by  means 
of  which  he  could  be  always  in  oommunicaticm  with 
the  colony,  and  to  which  he  could  retreat  if  neoessaiy, 
Hzarro  left  a  portion  of  his  troops  at  Tumbez,  and  set 
out  to  find  a  spot  where  he  might  build  such  a  plaoa 
He  advanced  along  the  coast  between  the  Cordilleras 
and  the  ocean,  while  Hernando  de  Soto  was  sent  in 
another  direction.  After  a  journey  of  three  or  four 
weeks  he  found  the  desired  spot,  about  thiHy  leagues 
from  Tumbez.  Hei^  he  halted,  and  at  once  sending 
orders  to  the  latter  city  for  the  troops  he  had  left  there 
to  join  him,  he  set  about  laying  the  foundation  of  a 
town  which  he  named  San  Miguel. 

Having  made  considerable  progress  in  this  work,  and 
appointed  the  municipal  officers,  it  occurred  to  Pizano 
that,  with  his  own  countrymen  at  Panama  at  least, 
honesty  would  be  the  best  policy;  causing,  therefore, 
all  the  gold  and  silver  ornaments  he  had  plundered  from 
the  natives  to  be  collected,  he  had  them  melted  down 
into  one  mass,  from  which  a  fifth  was  at  once  deducted 
for  the  crown.  The  share  belonging  to  the  troops  who 
had  suffered  so  much  for  its  gain,  he  persuaded  them  to 
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resign  for  the  present,  in  order  tliat  it  might  be  sent 
to  the  colony  to  pay  off  the  shipowners,  and  provide 
stores  for  the  expedition.  The  troops  were  easily 
influenced,  for,  like  their  commander,  they  foresaw 
that  the  consequence  would  be  the  hastening  of  rein- 
forcements to  join  them,  and  therefore  the  quicker 
the  conquest  and  plunder. 

It  was  at  San  Miguel  Pizarro  heard  of  the  progress 
of  the  civil  war  between  the  Inca  brothers,  and  that 
Atahuallpa  was  at  that  very  time  encamped  a  distance 
of  only  ten  or  twelve  days'  journey  from  his  present 
quai'ters.  Upon  hearing  this,  the  Spanish  chief  resolved 
at  once  to  march  into  the  interior  and  obtain  an  inter- 
view with  the  Inca.  He  could  take  only  200  men 
him.  With  such  a  force,  so  experienced  a  captain 
could  not  possibly  have  intended  an  open  attack;  but 
doubtlessly  he  again  recalled  to  mind  how  persistently 
Cortes  had  advanced  from  the  tierra  ccdienie  to  the 
valley  of  imperial  Mexico,  insisting,  at  every  attempt 
upon  the  part  of  the  Aztecs  to  stay  his  progress,  that 
ho  was  only  desirous  of  a  friendly  interview  with  Monte- 
zuma. Thus,  upon  the  24th  of  September,  1532,  Pizarro 
gave  the  order  to  march  at  all  hazards  into  the  interior; 
perhaps,  if  necessary,  to  beard  the  Indian  sovereign  in 
his  own  camp,  surrounded  by  a  large  and  victorious 
army.  This  freebooting,  or,  as  it  has  been  called,  ckw- 
cUrotu  daring,  was  delightful  to  the  hearts  of  his  hot- 
beaded,  reckless  foUowers.  It  was  successful  also ;  for 
although  the  simple  natives  believed  in  the  superior 
nature  of  the  strangers,  to  them  it  was  beyond  even 
surmise  that  a  mere  handful  of  men  would  attempt  to 
march  through  their  empire  with  hostile  intent;  and 
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thus  it  WHS,  that  at  every  village  and  town  through 
which  they  passed,  the  iahabitauts  gave  them  a  kospifei 
able  reception ;  and,  with  the  cuitning  of  the  wolf  b 
eheepfi'  clothing,  Pisura  did  nil  that  in  him  lay  b| 
enctmrage  these  kindly  feelingx,  until  the  time  shonU 
come  for  him  to  cast  aside  hia  di^iist^ 

Another  incident  jiTOVud  the  daring,  rccklcan 
of  the  man.  He  had  discovered  that  among  his  tni 
there  were  some  rtdiictant  to  advance:  timorous,  bet 
tatisg  lueu  are,  ae  we  have  «ecn  in  the  adventiuvs 
Cortea,  never  wanting  in  such  eKpeditioos.  Calliu 
hia  troop  before  him,  he  said,  "A  criais  has  d 
arrived  in  our  affairs  to  meet  which  will  demand 
our  courage  and  perseverance,  therofui-e  let  no  a 
follow  me  who  has  the  least  misgiving  of  success. 
any  repent,  it  is  not  too  late;  let  them  retoaia 
son  at  San  Miguel :  they  ghall  lose  nothing  by  mo  doit% 
and  be  entitled  to  the  same  proportion  of  lands,  Inditt 
vassals,  and  wealtli,  aa  if  they  went.  With  thi 
be  tliey  many  or  few,  who  will  take  their  clianc* 
me,  I  will  pursue  this  adventure  to  the  end," 

Four    foot    and    five   horsemen  took   him   at 

word,  and  tinis  strengthened  Instead  of  weakened f* 

he  had  removed  those  who   might  have  smtwd 
content    through    his    ranks — Pizarro    CQDtiuaeil 

Many  <htys  having  elapsed  without,  as  far  u^MJ 
were  concerned,  bringing  them  nearer  to  tha  Ido^I 
camp,  the  genei'a]  sent  De  Soto  with  a  |>arty  in  ad' 
to  reconnoitre  the  country.  But  it  was  not  till  ■ft'j 
the  lapse  of  a  week,  and  when  the  Spauiarda  had  b«(* 
to  eiilCTtwn  fears  us  to  the  safety  of  their  aHnpasilM' 
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thut  Do  Soto  returned,  acoomp&Died  by  an  envoy  from 
the  Incft  himself.  This  envoy  brought  with  him  « 
mogoificvnt  present  of  gold,  silver,  fine  stuffii,  and  jwr- 
fume,  and  wsa  charged,  on  the  jiart  uf  his  master,  to 
irclcome  the  Spaniards  to  the  country, and  incite  them 
to  visit  the  imperial  camp  among  the  mounuiins.  They 
also  told  the  Sponiards  that  Atubunllpa  had  been  vic- 
torions  over  his  brother.  Haring  ascertained  from 
these  envoys  the  direct  road  to  Caxamulc^a,  the  place 
where  the  Peruvian  sovereign  was  encamped,  Fizarro 
diamissed  them  with  &  courteous  mexsiige  to  tlic  latter, 
ruid  even  ft  promise  that  he  und  bis  Spaniards  would 
lielp  him  to  subdue  his  enemies. 

Tlie  presents  he  st^nt  back  to  San  Miguel,  and  then 
r^iimed  Ilia  march.  At  nighta  he  took  up  his  quartere 
at  the  fortifietl  houses  upon  the  roads,  built  there  and  pro- 
visioned for  the  use  of  the  monarch  upon  his  progresses, 
tliuH  lodging  and  boarding  at  the  cost  of  the  govem- 
ment  he  waa  proceeding  to  overthrow.  When  they 
arrived  at  the  base  of  the  great  mountain  rampart  of 
the  Andes,  bt-hind  which  lay  C&xamaica,  some  of  the 
soldiers  dwired  to  be  led  at  oDce  to  Cozco,  which  they 
tuul  learned  from  some  ludlaua  waa  to  be  reached  by  u 
^rent  road  in  a  different  direction.  Perhaps  the  men 
feared  the  passage  up  the  moniitaiu  road,  for  they  had 
been  told  it  waa  so  steep  and  narrow  that  it  could  be 
defended  against  an  army  by  a  mere  handful  of  men. 
Sut  the  general  wisely  declined  to  alter  the  lino  of  his 
nittrch,  believing  that  such  a  piuceediug  would  ofToud 
Ifae  Inro,  whom  he  Iiad  promised  to  visit.  Then  it  was 
snggeated  that  the  Peruvian  suvervigo.  \M!ji.  igwevi.  *i^«. 
invitation  in  order  that  he   naglvt  lV>a  ■m'ite  ^mS*.-! 
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destroy  tliem  -wliile   in   the    mountain    passes.      But' 
whatever  Piaiiro  felt,  he  expressed  no  such  fear, 

"  No;  tiiere  ifi  no  alternative,"  said  he,  "  bnt  to 
march  atraiyht  on.  Let  every  one  of  3'ou  take  heart 
and  go  forwartl  like  a  good  soldier,  nothing  daimted  faf 
the  smallnesa  of  your  numbers,  for  in  the  gnatat^ 
estremity  God  ever  fights  for  his  own ;  and  doubt  nok 
he  will  humble  the  pride  of  the  heathen,  and  briog 
him  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true  faith,  the  grmt  end 
and  object  of  our  expedition." 

Fired  with  enthuMasm  at  this  bold  address,  th«y 
replied,  "  Lead  on  wherever  you  thiiit  beat;  we  wiU 
follow,  and  yon  shall  see  that  we  can  do  our  dn^  id 
the  cauBC  of  God  and  t!ie  ting;"  and  although  with 
cavalry,  baggage,  artillery,  that  passage  was  in  degn* 
like  the  similar  feats  of  Hannilial  and  thu  great  Na- 
poleon.  The  attempt  was  ma^o,  and  after  ninch  aevttt 

toil,  they  found  themselves  in  another  climate bo  coU 

that  it  caused  much  sufl'ering  both  to  men  and  hoisMi 
—they  had  reached  the  summit  of  the  cordilleraa. 

Here  Pizarro  halted,  probably  to  await  tbe  retain  tf 
an  Indian  whom  he  had  sent  nominally  as  on  envoT, 
bnt  really  as  a  spy  u]>on  the  camp  of  Atahuallpa.  Ho** 
?  had  scarcely  arrived  before  be  was  met  If 
another  emba.ssy,  bringing  presents  and  the  gnetii^ 
of  the  Peruvian  sovereign,  who  desired  to  be  mfoiMl  i 
when  they  would  reach  Caxamnlca,  that  he  might  [W 
vide  suitable  refi-eshments  for  tbem. 

Desuous  to  learn  all  that  was  possible  respecting  til 
wealth,  power,  and  forces  of  the  Inca,  Pijarro  toW^J 
the  envoy  witli  much  courtesy,  and  by  means  of  ui  it" 
tei-pceter,  a  convei-aation  took  place,  in  whit^ 
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coDflideruble  vaiiity  and  Belf-glorification  on  Loth  aitles. 
In  reply  to  the  wonderful  accounts  giren  Iiy  the  Pem- 
viaa  of  the  greatness  of  his  niti8t«r  and  the  victuries  he 
had  achieved,  tho  Spaniiih  chief  modestly  rejilicd  that 
he  knew  AtaUual]]>a  to  l>e  a  mighty  monarch  and  a 
great  soldier.  But  that  /m  idhsI^t,  the  King  of  Spain, 
was  sovereign  of  the  whole  world,  many  of  whose 
vaasals  were  g)*eut«r  princcH  than  the  Inca,  and  whose 
geiiemls  Imd  conqiu-red  kings  kioit  jxiwerful  thuu  either 
AtahuiLllpa,  Huuuciir,  or  even  their  father. 

One  van  iinugine  the  incre<lulity  which  miwt  have 
been  visible  upon  the  face  of  the  noble.  Pizarro,  how- 
over,  whose  object  was,  through  such  reports  as  this 
envoy  might  mukc,  to  strike  terror  into  the  Inca  him- 
self, added,  "The  King  of  Spain,  my  maat«r,  ha«  sent 
me  hither  to  give  the  people  a  knowledge  of  the  true 
and  only  God.  With  the  few  Christians  now  around 
me  1  have  already  anbdueU  greater  kings  than  Ala- 
liualll>a ;  therefore,  go  buck  to  your  ma.-<ter  and  t^;!!  liiu, 
tliAt  if  he  wishce  to  be  my  friend,  and  rective  me  an 
Btich,  1  will  be  Ilia  fiiend,  aid  him  in  his  cou(]ucst,  and 
secure  to  him  hie  throne;  for  1  intend  to  traverse  this 
liuid  nntil  I  n^ch  the  other  ttcu.  But,"  he  concluded, 
"  if,  on  tho  other  hand,  Atuliuullpu  wiiilu'H  for  war,  I 
,  vill  wage  it  against  him  aa  I  havi>  agaiiist  the  curare 
I  of  Tumbez,  and  all  thoHc  who  have  chosen  to  nttuck 
^me;  but  I  sliall  not  make  war,  or  do  harm  to  any  onu 
|Who  doea  not  bring  it  upon  hiuuclf."  I  do  not  think 
the  Peruvian,  as  he  gazed  at  the  few  men  aronnd  him, 
Jknd  called  to  mind  the  great  power  of  his  own  sove- 
pTeign,  could  have  been  very  much  alarmed.  Vcrg  Viw&j . 
iowever,  he  made  no  other  reply,  tli&u  ttiaA.  V<i  ■w""' 
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(aititfuUj  repeat  to  Atahuallpa  aU  lie  Uad  heard.  Tta 
next  day,  wbtle  Ifae  envoy  was  stiU  ia  the  camp,  thi 
Indian  whom  PiawTo  had  sent  forward  as  a  Bpf 
retiu'nerl,  and  seeing  his  enemy  (he  wii^  a  native  of  tte 
inle  of  Piin4,  the  inhahitiiQta  of  whic)i,  during  the  dril 
war,  had  ddeil  with  Huasear)  oo  honourobly  treatel 
by  the  Spaniards,  he  fell  into  a  great  rage,  and  wodII 
have  slain  him  but  for  the  interference  of  those  aroDoi 
"  It  is  hard,"  he  esclaimed,  "  that  tliia  Peruvian  iog 
should  be  so  courteously  treated  when  I  have  neaiij 
lost  iny  life  on  a  similar  misaion  among  his  cooDtir- 
men."  Bi-coming  cooled,  he  told  Pizatro  that,  m 
reaching  the  luca's  camp,  he  Imd  been  refused  admis- 
sion to  bis  presence,  on  the  ground  that  be  waa  kee^dv 
a  Ikst  and  could  not  be  seen.  They  had  paid 
apect  to  hia  asscrtiou  that  he  camo  as  an  envoy  troin  ite 
white  men,  and  would,  probably,  not  have  suffered  lua 
to  eacape  with  life,  if  he  had  not  assured  them  th>C 
violenee  offered  to  him  would  be  relaliatci)  in  foil  m* 
sure  on  the  persons  of  the  Peruvian  envoys  now  in 
Spanish  quarters.  There  waa  no  doubt,"  ho  contiai 
"of  the  hostile  intentions  of  Atahuallpni,  forhcvaii 
ronnded  with  a  powerful  army,  strongly  eocun 
about  a  len^e  from  Caxamalca,  while  that  dty^ ' 
entirely  eniouated  by  ita  inhahitftnta." 

To  all  this  the  Inca'a  envoy  coolly  replied,  "T 
Pizarro'a  messenger  might  have  reckoned  ou  ««i 
roception  as  ho  had  found,  since  he  seemed  V>  li 
taken  with  him  no  credentials  of  his  mi^om.    JL>* 
the  Incu's  fast,  that  was  true;  and  althoi 
doubtless 'have  seen  the  messenger  had  he 
was  one  from  the  strangers,  jet  it  waa  nol 
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tiirl>  him  at  tliese  aolemn  seaMXU,  when  enjpiged  in  liia 
mligiims  ditties.  The  troopa  by  whom  he  was  sur- 
rouniieil  were  Dot  numerous,  considering  that  the  Inca 
was  at  that  time  canyiiig  on  an  important  war:  and  aa 
to  CaxamulcH,  it  was  abandoned  by  the  inhubitante  in 
order  to  make  rooja  for  the  white  meu  who  were  bo 
soon  to  occupy  it." 

Piiarro  pretended  to  be  satb&ed  with  this  plausible 
explanation,  reproved  the  Indian  for  hia  rashness,  and 
diemiMed  the  envoy  with  many  awuraiices  of  respect  for 
his  sovereign,  before  whom  he  should  speedily  present 
Itimself.  This  was  e.  wise  policy;  for,  tUchough  Pimrro 
but  little  doubted  that  treachery  was  intended,  with 
liis  small  force  he  feared  to  endanger  his  apparently 
friendly  relations  with  the  Peruvian  prince. 

The  followiug  day  he  divided  his  anny  into  three 
corps,  and  advanced  upon  Csxamalca.  Proceeding 
'  down  the  slopes  of  the  sierra,  they  saw  the  city  be- 
'  Death  them.  But  a«roits  the  Talley  a  view  met  them 
'  that  was  not  altogether  so  plewdog,  for  the  hills  for 
t  Boveral  miles  were  covered  with  the  whit«  tents  of  the 
*  PemviauB.  "  It  filled  us  all  with  amazement,"  exclaimed 
■  on«  who  was  present,  "  to  behold  the  Indians  occupying 
i  wo  proud  a  position,  so  maoy  tents,  to  well-appointed, 
l'  as  were  never  seen  in  the  Indies  till  now.  Th«i  spec- 
tacle  caused  Eomething  like  coikfusion,  and  even  fear, 
t  in  the  stoutest  boaom;  but  it  was  too  late  to  turn 
p  ImcIc,  or  to  tietray  the  least  atgn  of  weskneas,  since  the 
0  natives  in  our  company  would,  in  imch  a  case,  hare 
it  Iwmi  the  first  to  rise  Dpun  nia  So,  awuniing  &  bold 
H  ooatiti^iuuice,  we  coolly  surveyed  the  grouod,  •»&.  ^jt*- 
l^Mrcd  fur  OUT  eatnuice  into  CaxamtAKa." 
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Il  was  in  the  evening  of  the  IStli  of  Kovetnbrr^ 
1S32,  tliat  the  Spaniards  entered  the  town, 
a  |>lace  of  considcrsblu  size,  the  greut«r  part  of  Um 
liouBcs  being  built  of  daj  liardened  in  tiic  snn,  ■ 
though  there  were  othetB  of  h*wn  Htona  It  o 
ttlso  a  convent,  occupied  by  the  virgins  of  the  ami,  ai 
a  fortress  of  stone.  To  the  Hurprisc  of  the  8jnnuudih 
Hs  they  marched  through  the  streets  of  this  great  te 
they  met  no  living  thing — the  place  wraa  detmtei.' 
Uniier  these  circumstances  Pizarro  seized  the  fcinraa^ 
as  fitted  for  safe  quarters  in  ca!fe  of  an  attack. 

£lx]>ccting  the  approach  of  Atahiialljm  iu  porson,  ut 
at  least  an  envoy,  the  general  kept  the  horsemen  in 
theii'  saddlea  WTieu,  however,  he  found  it  wag  gn*-  J 
iug  late,  he  became  so  anxions  to  knon-  the  disposittoo  J 
of  the  luca  tjiftt  he  sent  tivo  bodies  of  horse,  under  tit*  I 
command  of  De  Soto  and  his  brother  Uviimndo,  to  llw'J 
Peruvians.  ^M 

Ab  this  purty  approached  the  camp,  they  came  to  iH 
small  river,  ucroaa  which  was  a  wooden  bridge,  b<^| 
distrusting  its  strength,  or  perhaps  to  exhibit  UwT 
horsemanship  before  a  battalion  of  Indian  wairioa  I 
dmwu  u]i  on  the  opposite  side,  they  dashed  lUroi^  M 
the  water,  and  speedily  gained  the  bank.  The  Into*M 
stared  with  astonishment,  aud  duubtlensly  witii  fnrafl 
their  hearts,  at  these  bearded,  stevl-clad  etrangen.  tflfl 
their  still  more  wonderful  horsA.  One  of  th<>ni  noiaUlH 
to  the  quarter  occupied  by  the  Inca.  It  waauk<i|*'^| 
coui-t-yanl.  with  a  light  building  in  the  cpntT«,  b«'i1^| 
galleries  all  round.  The  court  was  crowded  "^^fl 
Peruvian  nobles  and  the  women  of  tUo  houstJudiL^H 
very  gorgeously  attired,  and  standing  in  UtfAl^'Sfl 
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Boited  to  their  different  raoks  about  one  wLo,  more 
plainly  attired,  vas  sitting  near  the  entmnce  of  tUe 
court  upon  a  low  cushion.  This  was  tlie  torriiile 
Ataliuallpn,  tlie  Inca  of  Peru,  who,  since  the  downfall 
of  his  brother,  had  assuntcd  "  the  round  and  top  of 
sovereignty"  of  his  race.  The  boria,  a  criiuKon  tasaeUeil 
fringe  which  aurrounded  the  forehead,  hanging  us  low 
as  the  cyobrowB. 

As  De  Soto,  who  was  some  distance  in  advance  of 
Benmudo  Pizanw,  aecomjiaaied  by  two  or  three  only 
of  hia  men,  rode  slowly  towards  the  Inca  he  made  a 
rvHpectfu!  obeisanca  But  Atahuall|ia  kept  his  ejres 
fixed  upon  the  ground,  moving  them  neither  to  the 
right  nor  the  left.  TTnaboahed  at  this  uopromising 
ivevption,  the  Sjtaniard,  still  sittiug  on  horsebiuik,  by 
metuiB  of  his  interpreter  declared  that  he  and  his  com- 
puuions  were  the  subjects  of  a  mighty  priuce  across  tho 
water,  and  havijg  heard  of  Atahuallptt's  great  vic- 
tories, had  couic  to  ofler  their  Hervices,  and  to  im|iart 
to  him  the  true  &ith  which  they  professed ;  lastly, 
thut  their  general  had  sent  them  to  bt^  that  he  (the 
Inca)  would  be  pleased  to  visit  the  Sjiuniards  in  their 
present  quarters. 

Still  Atahnaltpa  remained  silent  and  motionless,  not 
making  the  least  sign.  Thv  Spauiai-ds  awaited  with 
dreofl  anxiety;  but  the  only  reply  was  troia  one  of  the 
nobles,  who  answei-ed,  "  It  is  well." 

As  may  be  imagined,  this  waa  somewhat  embormss- 

iug  to  men  who  were  so  desirons'  to  discover  the  Tvel 

ijQcUtiation  uf  the  Peruvian  sovcii-ign   towards  them. 

By  tins  time  Ilemando  Piznrro  had  eouie  up,  and  the 

.  Jucttt  l>eiug  iufurmcd  that  he  wan  bi-olhei  to  tlic  leader 
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of  the  Spaniards,  condeuieiided  to  lift  his  i 
listeat'd  atU'ntively  while  Hernando  repeated  •" 
address  to  that  delivered  by  De  Soto.  The  » 
Penivmn  now  replied  with  much  dignity  of  u 
that  the  curaoa  of  a  town  Dear  Stui  Miguel  ba 
him  tlic  Spaniards  bad  maltniated  souio  Pei 
chicfe  and  put  tJiem  iu  chiuns;  but,  he  addei 
tone  of  conteDipt,  the  same  cura.L»  had  also 
him  to  uuderataud  that  the  strangers  were  no 
warriarH,  for  he  had  kiJied  three  of  them  and 
their  horses.  Kotwithstaading,  however,  t^ 
juriea  he  (the  Inca)  would  be  the  friend  of  tt| 
iardH,  and  in  the  morning  viiut  their  geaer&l.  I 
To  charge  a  Cuutilian  with  bod  soldieiahiol 
give  mortal  offence.  The  ungovematile  Her 
forgetting  the  danger  of  hia  ^tuatioo,  repliei 
"The  Indiana  were  as  hens  to  Spaniards;  one 
would  be  enough  to  subdue  the  whole  cotmtr 
that  when  the  Inca  stiw  them  fight  he  woul 
disLover  what  kind  of  men  they  were;"  adding, 
bis  brother  had  much  regard  for  him,  and,  tbi 
if  he  would  only  point  out  any  enemies,  the  Sn 
would  conquer  them  for  him."  To  which  Atd 
replied,  that  at  a  little  distance  there  ivere  son 
born  people  agninat  whom  his  troops  could  m 
way,  thei-efoie  the  Christians  might  help  U>  c 
them.  "Our  general,"  was  the  haughty  reply 
send  ten  horsemen,  which  will  be  eufficdimt  b 
the  whole  couDti7.  As  for  your  Indiana  they  ■ 
neceasiaty  to  hunt  out  tlie  fugitives;" 
ctipUiu  himeclf  writes,  "  the  Inca  spoke  &ot,||| 
as  tt  man  who  did  not  bo  much  exteeiu  ua."    i 
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When  Hernando  and  De  Soto  returned  and  toM 
their  companions  in  arms  nf  the  military  utrength 
and  proud  Waring  of  Atiiliuallpa,  there  were  few 
among  them  who  did  not  inwardly  groan  at  the  rafih- 
neBB  with  which  so  amall  a  party  had  thrown  them- 
s(<lves  into  the  very  heart  of  so  jwiwerfu!  an  (.■ui])ire. 
Pizarro,  however,  who  knew  not  fear,  was  secretly 
delighted  that  matters  had  been  brought  to  such  n 
mag,  and  observing  their  despondency,  eet  about  post- 
ing  his  BontiuiL-ls  and  strengthening  his  position  agfiinet 
a  sudden  attack.  Then  he  went  round  to  hia  men, 
exhorting  them  to  rely  ujKm  themselves,  and  on  that 
Providence  which  had  already  carried  them  through  so 
many  trials.  "  As  for  the  numbeiv  of  the  oiiemy,"  he 
sail!,  "  what  did  that  matter,  when  the  aim  of  Heav.in 
was  on  their  side  V  By  such  words  did  this  fearli'sa 
and  dctermiued  man  keep  np  the  spirits  of  his  soldieiy 
during  that  night  of  anxious  expectancy. 

From  his  lirst  landing  upon  the  southern  continent, 
PiTarru  had  upon  every  opportunity  steadily  followed 
the  conduct  punmed  by  Cortes.  Ho  hud  now  resolved 
upon  pl.iglarizitig  the  most  astounding  of  all  that  con- 
queror's doriiig  acts,  vi&,  tlie  seizure  of  fttoutetuma  iu 
his  own  pulacu.  The  molivM  he  assigned  to  his  coun- 
cil of  officers  for  so  desperate  an  attempt  were,  that 
Atohuullpa  was  meditating  treachery;  he  hod  by  soft 
messages  and  presents  decoyed  the  Spaniards  across  th« 
mountains  in  order  to  dtsjlify  them;  they  hiul  fuUen 
into  the  trap;  whichever  way  they  turned  they  were 
equally  beset  with  dangera.  To  fly  was  im|iu9tii1>le.  as 
at  the  first  signal  of  retreat  Iho  Peruviuun  «ould  l«j 
Upon  them;  while  to  remain  inoctiv'e  was  but  to  ijaiully 
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submit  tbemselves  to  be  entiuigleil  in  tbe  web 
otinning  mooaich  was  weuviiig.  To  meet  bia  en 
iu  the  tield  would  be  tnadnoss;  and  cvei 
against  sucb  terrible  odds,  it  wes  doubtJul  if  they  sbonld 
be  fortiiuaile  euough  to  tolce  the  Iiica  prisoner. 
remedy  ke  propoiicd,  therefore,  was  to  tuke  advi 
of  the  invitatioa  he  had  go  UDauspiciouBly  ncoepte^ 
'ftiid  Mciire  his  persnn  there  and  then.  To  those  wl 
hesitated  he  said  thei'e  was  no  time  like  the 
for  ■within  a  day  or  two  the  laca'a  already  large 
might  be  doubled  or  trebled  by  the  return  of  tboM 
victorious  legions  who  bad  8o  receutly  been  tighting 
his  l>attles  in  the  eouth.  Having  thua  argued  aud  oin- 
vinced  his  bearers  of  the  wisdom  of  his  plun,  be  itiired 
to  his  quarters. 

In  the  morning  Pizarro  iaHpecti--d  the  Anna  of  \a» 
troopa,  and  ordered  bcilla  to  be  affixed  to  the  biwl- 
plut^H  of  the  horses,  thiit  the  noise  might  »dd  to  tb( 
ti-n'or  of  the  Peruviana  The  soldiers  wore  Uuoi  i* 
freshed,  in  order  U>  be  the  better  prepared  for  the  figlU; 
Rfter  which  ma«3  wua  performed  with  great  solenmitji 
the  Qod  of  battles  was  invoked  to  spread  bia  siiwU 
over  the  soldieri)  who  were  fighting  to  extend  ^ 
empire  of  the  cross,  and  all  joined  with  entbuMaatn  !■ 
the  cbunt,  "  Ex  gurge,  Domine" — "  Rise,  O  Loiii 
judge  thine  own  causft."  "One  might  bAvo 
these,"  says  the  chronicler,  "  a  iKimpany  of 
about  to  lay  down  their  lives  in  defence  of  tfa«ir 
instead  of  a  licentious  band  of  adventurora 
one  of  the  most  atrocioos  acts  of  perfidy  reoonM  I 
hiatoiy." 

B<1  daybreak  the  Spauionls  were  uuder  ttat, 
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ready  to  receive  their  royal  visitor;  but  the  first  inti- 
mation obtained  by  the  Spauiards  of  the  Peruvians' 
preparations  to  visit  their  camp,  was  a  message  from 
Ataltunllpa  informing  Pimrro  that  he  should  come 
with  his  soldiers  fully  armed,  as  the  Spaniards  had 
come  to  him  the  night  before.  This  was  an3^hiug  bnt 
pleasing  to  the  Spjinish  chief:  still  he  replied,  "  Let 
the  Iiicu  come  whou  and  how  lie  would,  he  should  be 
received  as  n/rieiirl  and  u  brother." 

About  noon  the  Peruvians  wera  seen  approacliing. 
In  front  cume  numerous  attendants,  sweeping  evcty 
particle  of  ruhhish  from  the  road.  The  Incii  was  Ikjitio 
in  a  litter  upon  the  shouUlere  of  hia  nobk*,  whose 
drt'sses  were  wi  splendid  that,  says  one  who  was  pre- 
eent,  ■'  they  blaypd  in  the  sun."  Wien  the  jirocession 
hud  reached  within  lialf  a  mile  of  the  city  it  halted, 
and  a  mesBenger  caioe  to  tell  the  Spaniards  that  the 
monarch  would  remain  there  that  night,  and  enter  the 
city  the  following  morning.  Pizarro  feared  delay.  The 
cavalry  bad  been  in  their  saddles  and  the  infantry  at 
their  posts  since  daybreak;  the  men  were  impatient; 
they  were  enduring  a  suspense  that  might  soon  unnerve 
them ;  he  therefore  sent  to  tile  luca,  telling  him  tliat 
he  had  proiided  evctything  for  his  entertainment,  and 
eK]tcct«d  him  that  night  to  eu]i  with  him.  TliiH  iiies- 
Nige  had  the  desired  etTcct.  Atithualljw  r^^iimcd  hia 
march,  tirut  sending  wurd  tliat  he  slioidd  leave  the 
greater  ]iart  of  bis  warriorv  behind,  and  enter  the  town 
with  only  a  few  of  tliem,  and  without  arms,  as  he  pre- 
ferred to  pass  the  night  at  Ciuuunalca.  This  waH  joy- 
ous news  for  the  Christians;  the  Indian  sovereign  was 
rueliing.of  hia  own  accord,  into  the  trap  prepared  for  Itiiu. 
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Tlint  you  may  fully  comprehend  the  iiatiire  of  th>> 
snare,  I  must  explain  to  you  that  the  square  in  which 
the  Inco.  wiiB  to  be  received  as  a  Jriend  and  a  brotJitr 
«)ta  tlefeuded  on  three  sides  by  i-anges  of  building 
coURiatiug  of  hirge  halls  with  wide  doorways  opening 
juto  it.  In  these  bnlls  were  stationed  the  cavalry  ia 
two  divisions,  one  under  Hernando,  the  other  undw 
De  Soto,  The  foot  ware  platsed  in  another  of  Um 
buildings,  with  the  exception  of  twenty  picked  men.  to 
be  used  by  Fisirro  as  occasion  might  require.  Pedro 
de  Candia,  with  a  few  soldiers  and  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, were  placed  so  that,  if  necessary,  the  latter  njight 
play  with  terrible  effect  npon  the  Indiana.  Harinj 
thus  ]X)ated  his  troops,  the  Spanish  chief  commaiuled 
them  to  remain  nnder  cover  till  they  heard  the  difr 
charge  of  a  gaii,  at  which  signal  they  were  to  dvM 
out  their  war-cries,  rush  out  in  a  body,  and,  puttiig 
the  Peruvians  to  the  sword,  bear  off  the  peraon 
their  sovereign. 

A  short  time  before  sunset,  300  men  in  liTciy  w 
clearing  the  way  before  the  litter  of  their 
then  three  companies  of  dancers  a 
large  body  of  nobles  in  goldou  armour,  weariug  cimis 
of  the  same  metal  or  silver.  In  the  niiibjt  of  tbvae  d* 
Inca  was  borne  in  a  litter,  adorned  with  planiM  J 
paroquet's  feathei-a  of  all  colours,  and  ornamental  i^ 
gold  and  (diver.  Then  came  two  other  Utters  coi 
ing  princes  of  the  blood,  followed  by  several  oonij 

wearing  crowns  of  gold  and  silver.     The  In* 
e  round  his  neck  a  collar  of  emeralds  of 

«  and  brilliancy.     His  short  liair  was  decorated 
L  ornaments,  and  the  imperial   borla  at  traff 
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encircled  his  temples.  The  monnrcli's  l>enring  waa 
calm  and  dignified.  As  the  leading  files  of  the  jirocee- 
sioii  entered  the  square,  they  deployed  to  the  right  or 
tlid  left,  when,  having  reached  the  ceutre  of  the  sqiiAre, 
AtAhuallpa  catae  to  a  halt,  and,  looking  aronnd,  ia- 
qiiiringly  asked,  "  Where  are  the  strangeral" 

Well  might  the  monarch  ask  this  question,  fornot  one 
SpHnish  Boldier  met  his  sight.  As  we  have  seen,  they 
were  all  within  the  great  fortified  house.  At  that  mo- 
ment, however,  Pizarro's  chaplaio.  Father  de  Valverde, 
advanced  towards  the  Inca,  bearing  a  cross  in  one  hand 
aud  a  Bible  in  the  other.  "  Who  and  what  is  this  manF 
asked  the  astonished  Inca  of  those  Indians  who  had 
journeyed  with  the  Spaniards.  They  explained  that  the 
father  was  a  preacher  and  messenger  of  the  supreme  Qod. 
The  latter,  however.  a]iproaching  ''lose  to  the  royal  litter, 
delivered  an  address,  in  which  he  said  he  had  been  sent 
by  the  general  to  expound  the  doctrines  of  the  true 
fiiith  to  his  highness.  He  then  proceeded  to  exphtin 
the  mystery  of  the  Holy  Trinity;  and  that  up>n  the 
denth  and  ascension  of  our  Saviour,  the  apostle  Peter 
wasleft  vicegerent  upon  earth;  that  tlii:' successors  of  the 
apostle  were  good  and  wise  men  called  popes,  who  were 
suiicrior  to  all  the  potentates  ttpon  earth,  adding  tliat 
one  of  the  hut  had  given  authority  to  the  Spanish 
emjieror,  the  mightiest  sovereign  in  the  world,  to  con- 
(jiier  snd  eonvt-rt  the  natives  of  the  western  homisphero. 
The  father  ooncluded  by  beseeching  the  Inca  to  embrace 
the  Christian  fuitli,  and  also  to  acknowledge  himself  a 
tributary  of  tlie  Emperor  Charles  V.,  who,  in  return, 
woulil  protect  hiiTi  as  a  lo\-al  vassal.  All  this  having 
been  reudured  into  the  Femvitiu  tongue  tu  the  beet  of 
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the  ability  of  the  interpreter,  the  Indiiiii  monarcL,  wilk^ 
darkened  brow  and  fiashiDg  eye,  replied, — "  I  will  b 
no  man's  tributary.  I  am  gr^iter  than  aoy  prinot 
upon  partli.  Your  emperor  may  lie  a  gi-eat  princ*;  I 
do  not  doubt  it  when  I  see  that  he  has  sent  bis  subjoctt 
so  far  across  the  watei-a,  and  I  am  willing  to  hold  him 
as  a  brother.  As  for  the  {}0|ie  of  whom  yon  speak,  lit 
must  be  crazy  to  talk  of  giving  away  countries  whicb 
do  not  belong  to  him.  For  my  faith,"  he  contiuuedi 
"  I  will  not  change  it.  Tour  own  God,  as  you  i 
was  put  to  death  by  the  very  men  whomheereated;  but 
mine" — as  he  spoke  he  pointed  to  the  sun — "  «till  lire* 
in  the  heaven,  and  looks  down  on  hi«  childrco. 
what  authority,"  he  concluded,  do  you  say  then 
things)"  The  priest  placeda  Bible  in  hishanda.  Tb« 
Inca  turned  over  a  few  pages,  but  suddenly  dashed  it 
upon  the  ground,  exclaiming,  "Tell  yonr  companiona 
that  they  shall  give  me  an  account  of  their  doings  sinc» 
their  aiTival  in  my  land.  I  will  not  go  from  here  tiU 
they  have  made  me  full  satisfaction  for  all  tbe  wnnff 
they  have  committed."  So  saying,  Ataliiialtpa  moved 
in  his  litter  and  spoke  to  those  around  hiin.  A. : 
mur  arose,  as  if  they  were  calling  for  their  aniMi 
oomjianions.     The  priest  hastened  back  to  Piiarro,  and  ' 

having  reported  the  result  of  hia  interview,  said, "  Do  i 

you  not  Bee  that,  while  we  sland  here  n-asting  our 
breath  in  talking  with  this  dog,  full  of  pride  as  he  ii^, 
the  fields  are  tilling  with  Indians!  Set  on  at  nnce;  I 
absolve  you." 

This   was  enough.      Pizarro  made    the    appotntKl 
signal  by  waving  a  white  scarf.     A  gun  was  fii^  fns 
I  tiie  fortress,  and  in  an  instant,  sboating  "  St.  Jago  sod 
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at  tbem,"  Pizarro  and  his  followers,  horse  and  foot, 
were  mowing  nnd  ttatnpling  duwii  the  unarmed  Pcru- 
vif^tui,  who,  Bfltounded  by  the  roaring  of  the  artilleiy, 
the  smoke,  and  tliose  terriblo  liorses,  wbicli  the  greater 
part  rif  them  thcti  uiw  for  the  Erst  time,  made  no 
rcBtHtAUCc,  but  niiblea  and  coinmonera,  in  their  cfforta 
ti>  escape,  choked  up  every  avenue  witli  their  fulling 
bodies ;  and  such  w&s  the  ogouy  of  the  survivors  in 
their  almoiit  nupcrhuuian  struggles  to  &y  from  tliese 
murderous  brigunds,  that  they  burst  through  tlie  wall 
of  ntone  and  dried  clay  which  partly  encloned  tho 
square.  The  Iiica  iioblee,  faithful  to  tlie  lost.  Tallied 
round  tlieir  prince,  either  endeavouring  to  tear  the 
8|iauiards  from  thuir  Huddles,  or  offering  their  own  per- 
sons to  shield  him.  "  Let  no  one  who  values  his  life 
sti-ike  at  the  Inca,"  cried  Pizarro,  who,  endeavouring  to 
shield  him,  received  a  wound  in  his  hand  (ttie  only 
wound  received  by  the  Sjiiiniards  in  that  onset).  But 
what  a\iuled  the  rosistancf  of  the  Inca  lords  against 
their  terrible  foes)  In  a  very  short  time  they  fell  to 
the  mrth  skught<-red,  and  tbe  Peruvian  monarch  was 
suiuhI  by  KmrTo  hiinself,  who,  by  way  of  excusing  him- 
self to  liis  guest,  told  him  it  was  no  diiigraee  to  be  con- 
queivd  by  one  who  had  done  great  things,  and  that  ho 
bad  seizod  htm  and  slain  hia  pt'Oplo  portly  b^tcanw  he 
had  come  with  a  numerous  army,  but  chiefly  for  hnving 
thrown  upon  the  ground  the  book  which  contained  tlie 
Word  of  God. 

In  that  cruel  raid  it  b  saitl  tluit  6ve  thousand  Peru- 
viana were  killed.  "  What  wonder  was  it,"  said  an 
Inca  noble  to  a  eont*mpomry  chronicler,  "that  our 
ouuntrymuu  lust  their  wits,  seeing  blood  run  like  water, 
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Mid  the  Iiica,  wbose  ijerBon  we  all  of  as  iidored,  edied 
null  carried  off  by  a  handful  of  men!"  Oue  would 
scarcely  have  beea  Hurpri^ed  if  Atahuallpo,  the  rMi-nt 
conqueror  of  an  empire,  himself  so  siiddenly,  «o  noi^x- 
pecU-dly  conquered  by  a  handful  of  strangers,  elioul'l 
have  Ijeen  bereft  of  his  senBCH;  but,  oii  the  contrary, 
that  night  he  sat  at  supper  with  theSpaiiiiih  chiefs  a-i  if 
they  had  been  his  friends^  more,  he — at  loasl  so  Uto 
conquerors  afterwards  declared — expressed  his  admin' 
tiun  at  the  cleverness  with  which  they  had  entrapped 
him.  Then  he  told  them  that  he  bad  kuawti  of  their 
coming,  and  their  progress  from  the  time  of  their 
RlTival,  but  that  he  bad  been  led  to  imdervalue  their 
[Niwer  frora  the  amallneits  of  their  niirabera ;  further,  be 
added,  that  having  bad  little  doubt  of  being  able  lo 
overpower  them,  he  had  permitted  them  to  croaa  tht 
mountains,  intending  to  select  some  for  his  own  aervic^ 
and  taking  possesaion  of  their  wonderful  horses,  put  th« 
rest  to  death.  All  this  we  have  only  on  the  antUuntf 
of  the  conquerors,  whose  object  it  was  to  find 
excuse  by  which  they  could  palliate  their  foul  and 
sanguinary  treachery;  for,  however  pmliablc  It 
that  some  Huch  scheme  might  have  jMssed  through  tli* 
mind  of  the  luca  (and  he  would  have  been  jii8tifl«d  in 
so  treating  the  invaders),  it  is  not  at  all  likely  thM 
a  monarch  remarkable  for  bis  astuteness,  dcUbcnl* 
speech,  and  grave,  thoughtful  mannur,  should  havs  ■ 
expressed  himHelf. 

Now,  although  we  cannot  feel  much  aatooinhment  it 
the  victory  gained  by  tlie  8]»niards  o\-er  the  aoarB'' 
men  within  tlie  square,  it  is  certainly  extmordiDM} 
that  the  vi^tcron  army,  then  encamped  but 
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two  from  the  city,  should  h&ve  fled  id  every  direction 
iijmn  hearing  of  the  attack  upon  their  eovpivign.  As 
with  the  Sleiucans,  there  can  be  no  doiilit  tlie  Prrn- 
viaus  were  astounded  at  tlie  death-dealing  ninnon. 
But  the  bonea  must  have  bad  b  great  deal  to  do  with 
it,  although  less,  perhaps,  than  the  historian  Hulpti 
would  have  ub  believe.  Btill,  his  essay  upon  the  im- 
portant i»rt  played  by  those  animals  in  the  two  great 
biatoricaj  tragedies  of  the  New  World  is  ao  graphic 
and  instrucirive  that  I  fi^el  bound  to  quote  it 

"All  that  the  fiercest  beaats  of  the  forests  hare  done 
is  absolutely  inappreciable,  when  compan>d  with  the 
evil  of  which  that  good-natured  animal,  the  howe,  has 
been  the  efficient  instnunent  aince  ho  wae  first  tamed 
for  the  use  of  roan.  Atahuallpa  afterwarda  mentioned 
that  he  had  been  told  how  the  harB(«  were  unsaddled 
at  night,  which  was  auother  reason  for  hia  entertaining 
k-aa  fear  of  the  Spaniards,  and  Uetening  more  to  the 
mistaken  notions  of  Mayzabilioa. 

"  Saddled  or  not  saddled,  however,  in  the  wars  be- 
tween the  Spaninrds  and  the  Indians  the  horse  did  not 
pluy  a  snbordiniit«  pert.  The  horae  made  the  essential 
diffi^rence  between  the  armies;  and  if,  in  the  grent 
aquare  of  Madrid,  there  had  been  raiaed  some  hnga 
emblem  in  stone,  to  commemorate  the  B^ianish  con- 
quest of  the  New  World,  an  equine,  not  an  cjucstrinn 
figure  would  appropriately  crown  the  work.  The 
ann!<  and  the  armour  might  have  remainuil  the  same 
on  both  sides.  The  ineffectual  cluba,  darta,  and  lances 
might  still  have  been  arrayB'f  against  the  Hhar|>  Bi»- 
cayan  aword  and  deadly  arquebnse;  the  cotton  doublet 
of  Cuzcxi  agunat  the  steel  eorelet  of  Milan  j  bat,  with- 
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out  the  boree,  the  victory  would  ultimately  have  hem 
on  the  aifle  of  the  overpowering  numbers,  Thi;  Span- 
iurds  might  have  hewn  Into  the  Peniviaa  squailroit^ 
makiug  clear  lanes  of  prustrate  bodies  These  sqiutd- 
rona  would  have  closed  tojfether  again,  aD<it  by 
weight  would  have  compressed  to  deutli  the  little 
of  heroic  Spaniai^  In  tnilh,  had  the  horse  beea 
created  in  Americai,  the  oonqnest  of  tUe  New  World 
would  not  improbably  hnve  been  reserved  for  that 
peculiar  epoch  of  development  in  the  European  min^ 
when,  OS  at  preseut,  mechanical  jiower  faas  in 
dt'gree  superseded  the  horae,  that  power  being  mttni^ 
ally  measured  by  the  units  contained  in  it  of  il 
animul  force  which  it  represents  and  tUsidno's.'' 
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The  morning  after  the  masaacre,  when  the  Iroopa  liiul 
cleiLTed  tha  town  of  the  dead,  a  detachment  was  sent 
to  riflo  the  PeraviaD  ouup.  The  bcK>ty  amnunted 
in  value  to  80,000  peaoa,  besides  sevenil  mngiutines 
stored  with  ctMtl;  cotton  nnd  woollen  clothn,  from 
which  tho  men  helped  themaelres;  also,  some  droves 
of  tine  fat  llamas,  or  Peruvian  sheep.  Tlicy  also  ol>- 
tainodan  ioHight  iiito  the  Inca's character;  fur,  finding 
in  the  G&mp  the  dead  bodirai  of  several  Indian  soIdietM 
whiim  they  knew  had  not  been  elain  by  themselves, 
they  nsked  Atnhunllpn  the  cause  of  their  deatL  He 
told  them  that  when  the  cavjdiei^  had  appeared  before 
him  in  lite  midst  of  his  court,  these  soldiers  had  startled 
with  fear  at  the  prancing  of  the  hones — a  crime  so  great 
in  hia  eyea  that  he  liad  puniihed  thtm  with  death. 
The  Spaniards  nffected  to  shudder  at  bo  cruel  a  dis- 
jxiHition  J  but  the  raxae  men  proposed  t*)  their  chief  lo 
slay  in  odd  hlooil,  or  at  lejut  cut  oif  the  hands  of  a 
grent  number  of  able-bodied  jiriMncrs  whom  thry  had 
brought  fi-iim  the  cam|>,  in  order  tliat  they  might  be 
diMbled  from  doing  further  misohief  Tu  tlie  creiUt, 
however,  of  Piarro,  who  a4  yet  had  not  advanced  »o 
far  in  cruelty,  h«  rtjeotcd  the  proposition  as  impolilio 


383  MUBDEB  OF  THB  IKCA  ATAITOALLFA. 

and  iiiliumEtn,  and  sent  the  poor  peupl«  to  tjieir  homes, 
HBsuting  tbem  that  none  Hlioutd  be  harmed  who  did 
aot  offer  resistance  to  the-  Cliriatiftna. 

Imituting  the  behaviour  uf  Cortc*s  to  Montemou. 
Fixurro  uow  caused  the  1  iica  to  be  lodgnl  and  treUnl 
■with  the  respect  due  to  his  rajik,  even  permitting  him 
to  be  attended  by  his  wires  und  nobles.  This  kind- 
nc»a  probably  led  the  captive  prince  to  believe  that  no 
violonct!  was  intended  towards  hia  person;  for,  entoring 
freely  into  conversation  with  Pixarro,  he  told  bim  tliai 
his  geuenda  were  then  occupying  Cuxco,  and  that  hia 
liiother,  Hnascar  Inca,  whs  a  prisoner  there  Tha 
cMiised  the  Spanish  geneiral  to  delay  his  march  uptw 
the  capital  until  fresh  troojiB  alioald  arrive  from  llw 
colony;  and,  to  expedite  their  coming,  he  sent  a  countf 
to  Shu  Miguel,  to  inform  the  Spaniards  there  of  li: 
recent  Bucctas,  and  to  ascertain  if  there  had  bm-u  an 
arrivals  from  Panama.  To  keep  his  men  employed,  bt 
made  them  re]>air  tlie  walls  of  Caxauialca,  and  ouum 
one  of  the  Indian  buildiDRs  into  a  Christiaii  cbuttli  Gx 
the  nse  of  the  troops. 

Of  cDurae,  it  wa«  imposaible  for  Abihiiallpn  to  tmU 
long  among  the  Spaniards  vHthout  disoovenng  tli 
tlie  love  of  gold  was  stronger  in  their  IxHoma  tb 
either  religion  or  ambition,  and  this  he  thoosht  wi 
his  opportunity.  So  one  day  he  told  Pizarru  that,  if  I 
would  give  him  his  bberty,  he  would  cover  the  Bm 
of  a  Iwrge  room'  in  wiiich  they  were  Bitting  witii  gcjd. 
At  tliiH  the  Spaniards  present  smiled  iucredtUonslv 
the  Inca,  angry  at  their  tmbelief,  stood  on  tiiitoe.  at' 
*  Ttio  Bpartmint  nu  tbool  jeTenKon  feet  broad  by  twwtl-V 
luot  long,  Che  Una  telng  ii«ul;  nloa  fKt  from  tho  flocv. 
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Btrctching  hu  baud  up  tbe  wall  (between  eight  and 
iiioe  feet),  snicl,  "  Not  only  will  1  cover  tha  floor  with 
gold,  but  fill  the  room  aa  high  as  1  now  reftcb," 

PiaiiTO  and  his  captains  were  more  iocrednlous  thun 
ever;  still,  as  the  monarch  vtiA  not  to  obtain  his  free- 
duni  until  after  he  had  performed  his  promise,  and  the 
bargain  woidd  thus  be  a  safe  one,  he  acquiesced.  A 
rwl  liua  was  dniwu  along  the  wall,  and  the  terms  duly 
recordf^  by  the  notary.  He  further  agreed  to  till  an 
adjiiioing  room  of  smaller  dimensions  twice  full  with 
silver — ^the  time  he  required  being  only  two  mouths. 

Never  was  there  a  clearer  or  more  definito  arniDge- 
meut.     We  shall  sec  how  it  was  kept  on  both  sides. 

In  order  to  perform  his  portion  of  the  agivemout, 
Ataliuallpa  at  once  sent  couriers  to  Cuzco  and  other 
placea,  with  orders  that  the  golden  ornaments  and 
ittcD^ils  should  be  removed  from  the  royal  [mUoeit, 
temples,  and  other  public  buildings,  and  conveyed 
immediately  to  Caxamalca.  When,  however,  the  royal 
prisoner,  Ilnoscar,  heanl  of  hie  brother's  capture,  and 
his  agreemeut  with  the  Spuiiaids,  he  sent  word  to 
PLcarro  that,  if  be  woidd  free  biui  from  caiitinty 
and  reinstate  him  in  bis  rights,  he  would  pay  a 
much  larger  sum  than  that  promised  by  Ataha- 
atl|>a,  who,  never  having  lived  in  Cuico,  knew  not 
where  the  treasure  was  deposited.  The  wily  Spaniard, 
feeling  that  the  two  contending  prittct.'s  were  in  Ids 
power,  declared  that  ho  would  have  lluascar  brongbt 
before  him,  U>  examine  into  both  their  claims,  and 
decide  which  had  the  beat  title  to  the  seoptre.  But 
information  of  this  Iming  conveyed  to  Atahiinllpa,  by 
c  who  had  the  unhappy  Huascar  in  their  Itecjiing, 
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tlie  former  sent  orders  for  his  brother  to  be  put  U> 
dt'uth.  The  unhappy  iiriuc?  was  drownod;  but  witk 
liiH  dyiug  words  lie  decLired  that  thp  wliit«  men  wonlf 
KVL-nge  his  mui-dcr,  and  thnt  tiia  rival  would  not  locf 
BurviTc  turn.  Wheu  the  nuws  of  Himacar's  df«Ui  w«* 
brought  to  Atahuallpa,  he  ufTecti^d  great  sorrow 
itidigu&tion  as  he  imparted  it  to  the  Spanish  dntt 
Piairro  bluntly  told  the  Inca  be  did  iiot  believe  i! 
luoreover,  that  he,  AtaJiuallpa,  dhould  ha  nnswi 
for  his  brother's  life.  To  which  the  cioiuirch  replied! 
by  an  aaaunince  that  it  was  btit  too  ttne,  and  that  ih* 
deed  had  been  oonimitted,  without  his  knnw ledge,  ti; 
Huascar's  jailerB,  who  feared  that  prince  tnighi  ttkr 
advantage  of  the  troubles  of  the  couotry  to  mnkt  tat 
eseape;  and  with  this  Pizai-ro  waa  obliged  to  b* 
content. 

After  a  few  weeks,  the  promised  runsom  be^B  H 
eonie  in,  being  brought  upon  the  bucks  of  Iniikii 
porters.  One  day  there  came  twenty-five  poooA 
Wdight  of  gold;  on  another,  articles  to  the  nlverf 
30,000  or  40,000  pesos  de  oro;  and  u[ion  oth«n  lb 
vidua  of  60,000  or  70,000.  But  although  they  W 
tiiiw  ocular  proof  that  t^e  Inm  would  kt>(>p  hb  p*^ 
mise,  thoy  Itecame  more  craving,  and  cuinplained  at  lit 
tardiueas  with  which  the  treasure  waa  brooghi;  tk*! 
even  hinted  their  suspicions  to  the  cuptivo  tbkt  he  ** 
causing  tho  delay,  and  that  by  his  ordera  Us  snl 
were  [ireparing  to  attack  the  Spaniards;  nay, 
named  Oufimfichucho,  a  neighbouring  city,  ma  the 
of  rendcKvoua  chosen  by  the  Indians.  At 
astonished  prince  replied,  "  No  om,  ^f  „|_ 
would  dare  to  api>ear  in  anna,   or   tg 
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without  my  ortlti-s.  You  have  me  in  your  power;  my 
life  IB  lit  your  disposal;  wlutt  better  security  thau  that  can 
you  Imye  for  my  fidelity  1"  He  then  explained  to  them 
that  the  »iuEe  of  the  delay  was  the  difficulty  of  car- 
riagi',  and  the  distances  from  which  the  treasure  had  to 
he  brought,  adding,  "  But  that  you  may  be  satiHfied  I 
am  proceeding  in  good  faith,  I  desire  you  will  send 
some  of  your  own  people  to  Cuzco,  under  a  safe  con- 
duct which  I  will  give  tliera.  They  can  see  the  com- 
mission executed,  and  also  that  iio  hostile  movement 
is  intended."  With  this  offer  the  Spaniah  general  was 
satisfied,  and  accordingly  sent  a  party  of  soldiers  to  the 
CHpital. 

About  the  same  time  Hernando  Pixorro,  with  twenty 
horee  and  some  infuntry,  proceeded  to  reconnoitre  the 
coimtry  around  Guamachucho,  to  aee  if  there  wiu  any 
truth  in  the  rumour  of  the  rising  of  tlio  Indians. 
Finding  all  quiet,  be  advanced  to  Pachacamac,  a  city 
held  HiKrild  by  the  Peruvians,  and  named  after  Pacha- 
camuc.  the  ci-eator  of  the  world.  The  result  of  this 
expedition,  which  lasted  several  weeks,  was,  that  upon 
liin  return  to  Coxamalca,  Hernando  brought  with  him 
twonty-seven  loads  of  gold  and  2,000  marks  of  silver 
which  hi!  plundered  from  the  great  temple  of  this  deity. 
While  at  the  latter  city  Hernando  board  that  At«- 
btudlpa's  great  general,  Ch&llcuchiiua,  was  at  a  town 
ftbout  twenty  leagues  dislanoe.  With  this  chief  he  put 
,  himself  into  comniiiuicntion.  and  aft«r  some  difficulty 
persuaded  him  to  return  with  him  to  Onxamalca.  Of 
the  veneration  with  which  the  Inca  was  regarded  by 
hu  nobles  the  Spaniards  had  now  a  proof.  As  the 
a  general  entorod  the  town,  he  took  from  one  of 
30 
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bis  saite  a  biiiaII  burden,  which  he  placed  upon  his 
shoulders.  The  rest  of  the  subordinate  chiefs  did  the 
same,  and  thus,  with  bared  feet^  tliej  entered  the  pre- 
sence of  their  captive  king. 

"  Would  that  I  had  been  here,  this  would  not  then 
have  happened,"  said  the  old  general,  as  he  knelt  down 
and  kissed  the  hands  of  the  Peruvian  monarch.  As  for 
Atahuallpa,  he  betrayed  not  the  least  emotion,  nor 
exhibited  any  other  sign  of  satis&ction  at  tiie  presence 
of  his  favourite  noble  than  by  bidding  him  welcome; 
so  immeasurable  was  the  distance  in  rank  between  the 
Inca  and  even  the  most  eaudted  and  powerful  of  his 
vassals. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  Hernando  Pizarro  and 
the  Indian  general,  those  soldiers  who  had  been  sent 
to  Cuzco  also  returned,  bringing  accounts  of  that  capi- 
tal, which  confirmed  all  that  Pizarro  had  heard  of  tJie 
vast  wealth  of  the  city.  The  distance  between  Oaxs- 
malca  and  Cuzoo  was  600  miles,  yet  the  awe  of  the 
people  was  so  great  at  the  emissaries  of  the  Inca,  that 
the  journey  was  performed  with  ease.  Everywhere  the 
Spaniards  were  kindly  received,  right  through  fitom 
town  to  town  they  were  carried  in  sedans  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  natives,  relays  of  whom  they  found  at 
regular  stages  in  many  places;  indeed,  they  were  re- 
garded by  the  simple  Peruvians  as  gods,  and  in  the 
capital  itself  they  were  sumptuously  lodged,  and  received 
with  public  festivities. 

The  stories  they  told  of  the  wealth  of  Cuzco  most 
have  been  regarded  as  fabulous  by  their  companions. 
The  great  temple  of  the  sun  they  found  literaUy 
covered  with  plates  of  gold.     They  had  entered  the 


interior,  and  seen  the  ro^a)  ntumniies  seated  eacli  in 
hLs  gold  embossed  chair,  and  in  robes  profusely  coTered 
with  ornaments.  These  ihej  respected,  but  they  tore 
down  from  the  walls  and  ceiling  of  tlio  building  700 
of  the  golden  plates.  Then,  although  they  were 
ufBiMted  in  this  by  the  Femvians,  who  dared  not  dis- 
obey the  order  of  their  sovereign,  the  Spaniards  com- 
plained that  there  were  other  buildings  rich  in  the 
precious  tnetala  tA  which  the  people  would  not  take 
them.  But  this  viaa  by  no  means  the  worst  the  natires 
had  to  bear,  for  these  rapacious  ruffians  seized  every 
valuable  upon  which  they  could  lay  their  bands,  treated 
the  highest  nobles  with  insolence,  violated  the  privacy 
of  the  convents,  and  grossly  insulted  the  virgins  of  the 
Bun,  a  crime  so  heinous  in  the  eyes  of  the  Pernviaua, 
that  nothing  but  the  reverence  they  had  for  the  vray 
name  of  the  luca  saved  the  soldiers  from  destruction ; 
unil  ulthough  Pijarro  affected  indignation  at  the  con- 
duct uf  these  men,  the  great  treasure  they  brought 
with  them  to  Oaxamaica  gained  them  an  coHy  panlou. 
As  time  passed,  and  each  dayndded  to  the  ransum 
of  gold  and  silver  promised  by  tho  Inca,  that  prince 
reasonably  rxjiectod  soon  to  obtain  fain  frcedum.  Un- 
fortnnntely  however  for  him,  in  December.  loS2,Mmu- 
gro  arrived  at  Sun  Miguel  with  three  vessels,  fresh 
■tiires,  150  foot,  and  50  liorw.  About  the  same  time 
B  meteor,  some  say  a  comet,  wa*  seen  in  the  Leavens 
and  puiut4Hl  out  to  Atahoaijpa,  who,  having  gated  at 
it  for  some  time  inteutly,  said,  th.it  a  uujilar  sign  bad 
Ap]>ean'd  a  short  time  previous  to  the  death  of  hia 
fitther,  Hunyna  Cajjac  From  that  moment  be  became 
nelajiclioly  and  drjuctud,  like  one  who  had  lout  nil 
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haif  of  our  preftent  po^indg  tlerting,  while  the  silver 
waa  valued  at  SI, 610  luartit.  "  HiBtory,"  says  the 
Aroerioin  historian,  "nfFords  do  parallel  of  such  a 
booty — and  that,  too,  in  the  most  convertible  form,  in 
KMiy  money,  aa  it  were — having  fallen  to  the  lot  of  a 
little  band  of  militai^  udventurere,  like  the  coaqueront 
of  Peru.  The  great  object  of  the  Spanish  expedltionii 
in  the  New  World  vna  g;old.  It  is  remarkable  that 
their  Bucceas  should  have  been  so  com|ilet&  Had  they 
takcD  the  track  of  the  English,  the  French,  or  the 
Dutch,  on  the  ehores  of  the  northern  continent,  how 
difiereiit  would  have  been  the  result!  It  is  equally 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  wealth  thu$i  suddenly 
aci]iured,  by  diverting  them  from  the  slow,  but  surer 
and  more  permanent,  sources  of  national  prosperity, 
Iws,  in  the  end,  glided  from  their  grasp,  and  left  them 
among  the  poorest  of  the  nations  of  Christendom." 

As  might  have  been  anticipated,  the  ditSuulty  in  the 
ilivision  of  the  booty  was  increased  by  the  arrival  of 
Almogro  and  his  fotlowerB;  but,  after  much  disputa- 
tion, they  agreed  t«  resign  their  pret^'naiona  for  a 
stipulated  amount,  and  look  to  the  career  before  them 
to  carve  out  fortunes  for  themselves.  This  being 
nettled,  and  the  royal  lifUi  deducte<l,  the  remainder 
was  shared  as  follows: — 100,000  pesos  to  Almugro, 
and  20,000  to  his  men.  Piairro  received  57.222  peww, 
and  2,350  maiks  of  silver;  besides  this,  he  had  the 
golden  throne  of  the  Incas,  valned  at  25,000  pesos. 
Hernando  received  31,080  pesos,  and  2,350  inorka  of 
silver.  De  Soto,  17,710pesoaof  gold,and  1,72A  inarka 
of  silver.  The  horaemen  received  8,880  pesos,  and  363 
marks  of  silver.     One-fifth  of  the  in&nti;  received. 
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each  man,  4,440  pesos,  and  180  niaiin  of  ailTar;  the 
remainder  one-fouiih  part  less.     After  the  A^i-tBg  of 
the  plunder  and  the  departnre  of  Hernando  Piano  for 
the  court  of  Spain,  the  two  leaders  became  impatient  to 
advance  to  Cuxoa     To  this,  however,  there  was  one 
obstacle— Atahuallpa.      If  they  liberated  him,   thej 
would  be  setting  free  a  dangerous  enemy,  while  to 
retain  him  in  captivity  required  a  guard  so  laige  that 
it  would  weaken  their  little  force.     It  was  true  that 
the  Inca,  having    kept  lus  promise,  should,  in  all 
honesty,  have  been  released;  but  then,  neither  honesty 
nor  honour  were  likely  to  be  considered  by  Spaniaids 
when  acting  as  obstructions  to  wealth  and  ambitioa. 
Thus  Pizarro  satisfied  himself  by  causing  it  to  be  pro- 
claimed, that  he  acquitted  Atahuallpa  of  all  further 
obligations,  although,  at  the  same  time,  he  declared  that 
the  safety  of  lus  army  made  it  neoessaiy  he  should  be 
still  kept  in  captivity,  until  further  reinforcements  had 
arrived  from  Spain.     But  the  infamy  of  the  Spaniards 
was  to  culminate  in  the  assassination  of  the  poor  sove- 
reign I  and  thus  it  came  about. 

Atahuallpa  discovering  that  Felipillo,  the  interpreter 
of  Pizarro,  entertained  a  passion  for  one  of  his  wives, 
felt  himself  so  outraged  that  he  sent  for  the  Spanish 
chief  ''  This  insult,"  said  the  monarch,  "  offered  by  so 
base  a  person,  is  more  difiicult  to  bear  than  imprison- 
ment, and  by  the  law  of  Peru  can  be  expiated  by  the 
death,  not  alone  of  this  criminal,  but  of  the  whole  of  his 
kindred."  Pizarro  attempted  to  soothe  the  Inca,  but 
declined  to  deliver  Felipillo  over  to  punishment  This 
interview  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  dastardly  Pemvkn, 
be  from  that  moment  t^gwdkfcdL  \aA  c»s^>q;:«^  vs^^sra^l 
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with  a  deadly  hatred,  and  sought  every  tneana  hy 
which  he  might  encompass  hia  death.  Prohablj' know- 
ing that  his  masters,  the  Spaniards,  only  sought  an 
excuse  to  rid  themselves  of  their  royal  incumbrance,  he 
set  afloat  a  rumour  that,  by  the  secret  commands  of 
Atahuallpa,  a  large  army  was  being  mustered  in  Quito 
for  the  destruction  of  the  foreigner*;  Affecting  to 
believe  this,  Pizarro  proceeded  to  the  Tnca's  apartments 
and  reproached  him  with  his  treachery.  "  What  trea- 
8on  is  this,"  said  the  general,  "  that  you  are  meditat- 
ing ngsinst  me— me  who  have  ever  treated  you  with 
hnnour,  confiding  in  your  words  as  in  those  of  a 
brother)" 

"  You  are  jesting,  yon  are  mocking  me,"  replied  the 
astonLshed  prince,  "you  are  always  jesting  with  me 
thus.  How  could  I  or  my  people  think  of  conspiring 
against  men  so  valiant  as  the  Spaniardsl"  Pizarro 
replied  by  sending  at  once  for  a  chain,  which  he 
ordered  to  be  put  round  tlio  neck  of  the  Inca.  It 
was  the  last  insult  that  could  be  offered  to  the  sun- 
desoended  Atahuallpa,  Still,  be  endeavoured  to  prove 
bis  innocence.  "  Am  I  not,"  said  he,  "  a  poor  captive 
in  your  power  t  How  could  I  harbour  the  treaoheiy 
you  impute  to  nie  when  I  idiould  bu  the  first  victim 
of  the  outbre«k  1  And  yo«  little  know  my  p«o])te  if 
you  think  that  such  a  movement  would  be  made  with- 
out my  ordom,  when  the  very  bird«  in  my  dominions 
woidd  scarcely  venture  to  fly  contrary  to  my  wiU." 
It  lit  prolxible  Pizarro  believed  these  protesUtions,  for 
notw it) islanding  his  army  clamoured  for  his  death,  be 
declined  to  proceed  to  such  an  extremity  until  he  hod 
fint  sent  Henuindo  ile  Soto,  at  the  head  of  a  detach- 
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ment,  to  recnoooitre  the  oountcy  irhere  it  was  mmoored 
the  PemviaiiH  were  asaembling  in  force. 

Scarcely,  liowever,  had  De  Soto  gone  forth,  thu 
many  of  the  Spaniards  denmnded  the  instant  death  of 
the  luca  aa  necessary  to  their  safety.  The  most  vehe- 
ment were  AJmagro  and  his  foUowera.  These  m« 
having  received  so  fiiu&ll  a  share  of  the  plunder,  re- 
garded the  monarch  as  an  encumbrance  which  deky«d 
the  progress  of  their  fortnnes.  Piauro,  after  much 
aflected  reluctance — it  could  only  have  been  HimuUtci, 
for  he  was  not  the  man  to  permit  his  authority  to  1 
binipered  with — complied.  But,  as  the  murder  uf 
eovereign,  albeit  only  an  Indian,  might  bL-come  tht 
subject  of  an  inquiry  at  the  court  of  Spain,  he  ordeni 
that  ho  ehould  pass  throngh  a  trial.  How  wictcvd 
absurd  a  mockery  this  was  i^  shown  by  the  fact  tbt 
the  judges  were  Alma^ro  and  Pizarro,  and  from  thi 
charges,  which  were  as  follows: — Having  ttsurpcd  lii 
crowuand  assassinated  his  brother;  having  wiunnio'' 
the  public  revenue  xiuce  the  conquest  of  the  vnttaj 
by  the  Spaniards;  Iteiug  guilty  of  idolatry;  hannf  >' 
plurality  of  wives;  iiiiil,  lastly,  attempting;  to  wcdWtf 
insurrection  against  the  Spaniards 

The  result  is  easily  guessed.  Ho  was  fonod  guSw, 
condemned  to  be  burned  alive  in  the  gi^t  loiM* 
of  Caxamalca,  and  the  sentence  was  to  ho  mxa 
that  same  night,  even  before  the  return  of  JJb 
who  would  assuredly  bring  infomuvtioii  as  to  the  W* 
or  falsehood  of  the  chief  chat^e  against  hiin.  HiiW^ 
records  no  greater  villany  than  thia.  StiU,  unf 
even  those  barbarous  Spaniard?,  there  wetti  miW^ 
endeavoured  to  save  the  miaemble  king-  jp  dw*" 
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place,  by  denying  the  authority  of  such  e.  tribunal  to 
Bit  iu  judgment  on  a  sovereign  prince  in  the  heart  of 
his  own  dominiona;  secondly,  by  iuBiating  thut  if  lie 
were  to  be  tried,  he  should  be  sent  boforu  tho  Emperor 
of  Spain,  who  alone  had  the  power.  The  men,  bow- 
ever,  who  thus  protested  were  but  as  one  to  ten,  to 
those  who  were  clamouring  for  his  death,  and  so  the 
sentence  was  confirmed. 

80  nstoiinded  was  the  miserable  monarch  at  these 
proceedings  that  for  a  time  he  was  unmttnned,  and, 
with  teani  in  his  eyes,  he  said  to  Pizirro,  "  What  have 
I  or  my  children  done  that  I  should  meet  such  a  tateJ 
and  from  your  hands,  you  who  have  met  with  friend- 
ship imd  kindness  from  my  people,  with  whom  I  have 
shared  my  treaatires,  who  have  received  from  me 
nothing  but  bcnelilu."  Tbea  promising  any  guaran- 
tee that  might  be  retjuired  for  the  safety  of  every 
Spaniard  in  the  army,  and  promising  double  the  ran- 
som he  had  already  paid,  he  h^ged  for  his  life  in  such 
pit«ous  tonca,  that  even  Pizairo,  it  is  said,  turned  away 
with  tears  in  his  eyes — such  tears,  I  should  think,  nu 
crocodiles  ai-e  said  to  shed. 

At  the  srcnnd  honr  after  nmset,  the  Spaniitb  army 
assembled  by  torch  light  in  the  great  sijuare  to  witness 
the  murder.  The  Peruvian  sovereign  was  led  out, 
chained  hand  and  foot,  accompanitd  by  Father  Vicente 
dc  Yolvcrde,  who  was  endeavouring  t^i  perauade  him  to 
embrace  the  religion  of  his  mnrderen.  For  a  long  time 
the  Father  fiiiled  to  icakfl  any  impression  upon  the 
poor  monarch.  When,  however,  Atahuallpa  was  tied 
to  the  stake,  with  the  taggota  and  oil  around  that  were 
to  kindle  his  funeral  pile,  Yalverde,  holding  up  the 
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begged  him  to  embnifie  H  and  be  bapiiaBd,  promiaiqg 
thftt  bj  K>  doing  the  painfiil  detth  to  whkh  he  hid 
been  sentenced  ahoold  be  commuted  for  the  milder 
form  of  iftFanguhitaon  bj  the  guotte.  The  mlMnfale 
prince  consented,  and  wu  baptiaed  bj  the  name  of 
Don  Joan  de  Atahnallpa;  then  having  commended  his 
children  to  the  care  of  the  Spanish  general,  the  priest 
offered  np  to  heaven  a  prayer  for  his  aonl,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  was  strangled  by  a  bow-string.  Thos,  faj 
a  death  which  in  Spain  wonld  have  been  awarded  to 
the  vilest  of  thieves,  died  the  conqueror  Atahnallpa, 
who,  as  the  princes  who  sacoeeded  him  were  but  the 
nominees  of  the  Spaniards,  may  be  termed  the  last  of 
the  god-descended  Incas  of  Pern. 

The  following  morning  the  obsequies  were  performed 
with  great  solemnity  in  the  Church  of  San  Francisoa 
As,  however,  Father  Yalverde  was  reading  the  aerrioe 
for  the  dead,  the  doors  of  the  church  were  soddenly 
thrown  open,  and  a  number  of  the  women  of  the 
deceased  monarch's  family  rushed  up  the  aisle  towards 
the  corpse.  "This  is  not  the  way  to  oelebiate  the 
funeral  rites  of  an  Inca,**  they  exclaimed;  further 
declaring  that  they  intended  to  sacrifice  themselveB  on 
his  tomb,  and  bear  him  company  to  the  land  of  spirits; 
and  when  the  Spaniards  said  their  prince  had  died  in 
the  faith  of  the  Christians,  whose  Qod  abhorred  soch 
sacrifices,  the  poor  women  fied  in  despair  to  their  own 
quarters,  where  many  killed  themselves,  in  the  hope  of 
accompanying  their  beloved  lord  to  the  manaiona  of 
the  sun. 

From  the  haste  with  which  the  mock  trial  and 
aasaaaination  oi  A\«ii\»X\\«b^^<s»xrv^ 
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he  no  doubt  tbst  HeranDdo  de  Soto,  who  was  knowa 
to  befriend  the  captive  sovereign,  had  been  sent  upon 
tlie  reconnoitring  expedition  for  the  express  purpose  of 
getting  him  out  of  the  way.  When  that  captain 
returned,  no  great  was  Lis  astoniabmeut  and  indigna- 
tion at  the  crime  committed,  tliat  he  at  once  sought 
the  presence  of  the  general,  whom  he  found  "  with  a 
great  felt  hat,  by  way  of  moiirning,  slouched  over  hJa 
(^es,  and  in  bb  dresa  and  demeanour  exhibiting  all  the 
show  of  sorrow." 

"  You  have  acted  raahl}',"  said  the  indignant  and 
fearless  Do  8oto.  "  AtahuaUpa  has  been  basely  slan- 
dered. There  was  no  enemy  at  Qnamachucho;  no 
nnliig  aroong  the  natives.  I  have  met  with  nothing 
on  the  rood  but  dcmonBtra^ons  of  good-will,  and  all  ia 
quiet.  If  it  were  necessary  to  bring  the  Inca  to  trial, 
he  should  have  been  taken  to  Castile  and  judged  by 
the  en)p(-mr.  I  would  have  pledged  myself  to  see  him 
safe  on  bourd  the  vessel." 

Pi^jTo  very  candidly  admitted  that  he  had  been  loo 
precipitate;  but  then,  he  said,  he  bad  been  deceived 
by  Valvvrdo  and  others.  The  general's  mean  excuse 
coming  to  the  ears  of  the  latter,  they  sought  his  pre- 
eence,  and  upbraided  him  to  his  &ce  as  the  only  one 
responsible  for  the  deed. 

"The  treatment  of  Atahonllpa,  from  first  to  litst," 
writ**  Presoott,  "forme  undoubtedly  one  of  the  dark- 
est chapters  in  Spanish  colonial  history.  There  may 
have  been  tnoasacres  perpetrated  on  a  more  extended 
scale,  and  executions  accompanied  with  a  greater  re- 
finement of  cruelty;  but  tho  blood-stained  annals  of 
the  conquest  afford  no  snch  example  of  cold-hearted 
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and  gy^tematio  penecation,  not  of  an  enemj,  bat  of 
one  whose  whole  deportment  had  been  that  of  a  friend 
and  a  benefactor. 

**  From  the  hour  that  Piarro  and  his  followers  hsd 
entered  within  the  sphere  of  Atahoallpa^s  inflnenoe, 
the  hand  of  friendahip  had  been  extended  to  them  by 
the  nativea.  Their  first  act,  on  crossing  the  mountains, 
was  to  kidnap  the  monarch  and  massacre  his  people. 
The  seizure  of  his  person  might  be  vindicated  by  tibose 
who  considered  the  end  as  justifying  the  means,  on  the 
px)und  that  it  was  indispensable  to  secure  the  triumphs 
of  the  Cross.  But  no  such  i^logy  can  be  niged  for 
the  massacre  of  the  unarmed  and  helplees  population, — 
as  wanton  as  it  was  wicked 

"  The  long  confinement  of  the  Inca  had  been  itted 
by  the  conquerors  to  wring  from  him  liis  treasures 
with  the  hard  gripe  of  avarioe.  During  the  whole 
of  this  dismal  period  he  had  conducted  himself  with 
singular  generosity  and  good  fidth.  He  had  opened  a 
free  passage  to  the  Spaniards  through  every  part  of 
his  empire,  and  had  furnished  every  fiudlity  for  the 
execution  of  their  plans.  When  these  were  accom- 
plished, and  he  remained  an  encumbrance  on  their 
hands,  notwithstanding  their  engagement,  expressed 
or  implied,  to  release  him — and  Pizarro,  as  we  have 
seen,  by  a  formal  act  acquitted  his  captive  of  any 
further  obligation  on  the  score  of  the  ramsom — ^he  was 
arraigned  before  a  mock  tribunal,  and,  imder  pretences 
equally  false  and  frivolous,  was  condemned  to  an  ex- 
cruciating death.  From  first  to  last  the  policy  of  the 
Spanish  conquerors  towards  their  unhappy  victim  is 
stamped  witVi  V»x\«nX.^  axi^  ix^oA:^ 
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CHAPTER  Vm 


THB  UARCH   TO  CIZCO. 


FlUBBo'8  Dext  step,  after  the  munlor  of  Atubuollfrn, 
was  to  set  up  in  his  place  a  pupp4't,  in  vlioae  name  he 
could  better  gDTeru  the  Penivians.  Maneo  Cupuc,  tlie 
li-gitiroate  brother  of  the  unfortunate  Huaecar  was  thi- 
next  lieir,  but  fearing  the  diBposition  of  that  princp,  tlie 
Spanish  chief  placed  the  iin]>erial  borla  upon  the  brows 
of  Toparca,  a  younger  brother  of  Atahuallpa.  The 
(Toronntion  having  been  peiformed  according  to  the 
laws  and  customs  of  Peru,  the  Spaniards  set  out  for 
Cuzco,  BCGOTDpanied  by  the  new  Inca  and  the  olif 
gimcml,  Challcueliiina.  For  some  days  their  niarcli 
was  unmolested :  no  enemy  was  to  be  seen.  U|wn 
their  arrival  at  Xauxa,  a  large  town  in  a  valley,  they 
found  themselves  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  great  body 
of  warriors  At  this  place  Piiarro  hiilted,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fiiutidit^  a  Spanish  colony;  and  as  he  intended 
t-o  remain  there  some  days,  lie  seut  Do  Sotci,  with  sixty 
horse,  to  reoonnoitro  the  movements  of  tlie  Peruvian 
troops.  That  the  oounti7  liad  been  recently  occupied 
by  a  determined  enemy  Dc  8oto  soon  saw;  for,  at 
rapid  intervals,  he  found  the  debris  of  burned  villages, 
the  niins  of  bridges,  and  heavy  rocks  and  trees  strewu 
across  the  path,  to  obstruct  the  advance  of  CAvali;. 
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But  soon  he  and  his  party  were  set  upon  hy  well- 
trained  native  warriors,  who  fought  with  such  des- 
perate   valour    that  the    Christians   rejoiced  at  the 
coming  of  night,  which  stayed  the  tembat.     In  this 
action  several  Spaniards  and  horses   were  shun;  one 
man  had  liis  head  cloven  to  the  chin  by  a  Peruvian 
battle-axe.     So  unexpected  was  this  defeat^  that  iJie 
gallant  De  Soto,  who  would  not  return  to  his  chief 
without  victory  upon  his  helm,  had  no  little  difficulty 
ill  keeping  up  the  spirits  of  his  men.     The  news  of 
this  defeat  being  carried  to  head-quarters,  Pizzaro  st 
once    despatched   Almagro,  with   all    the   remainiog 
cavalry,  to  De  Soto*s  aid.     For  some  reason — ^it  is  not 
stated  what;  but  probably  because  of  the  good  dis- 
cipline and  steady  valour  of   the    troops   that  had 
attacked  De  Soto — Pizarro  felt  convinced  that  some 
one  of  the  leading  Peruvian  chiefs  was  oiganizing  an 
armed  resistance  on  the  road  to  the  capital     It  might 
be  Atahuallpa*s  victorious  old  general,  Challcuchima; 
at  least  the  probability  formed  sufficient  excuse  for  the 
cruelty  he  meditated     So,  proceeding  to  the  old  chiefs 
quarters,  Pizarro  charged  him  with  the  conspiracy,  and 
declared  that,  if  he  did  not  cause  the  Peruvians  to  lay 
down  their  arms  and  tender  their  submission  at  once, 
he  would  have  him  burned  alive  as  soon  as  they  had 
reached  the  quarters  of  Almagro,  where  they  were  then 
marching.      The  brave  old  man  heard  this  terrible 
threat  without  moving  a  muscle,  and,  denjring  the 
charge,  said  that,  piisoner  as  he  was,  he  could  have  no 
power  to  bring  his  countrymen  to  submission.     Pizarro, 
finding  he  could  elicit  no  more,  caused  him  to  be  put 
in  irons  and  placed  unCLCt  «*  ^Xxow^  ^^x^   "^iR^KnA  ojiit- 


ting  Xanxn  a  iiiiiifortane  happened  to  tbe  Spaoiards 
in  the  shape  of  the  sadden  death  of  Toparca.  I  say  a 
misfortune;  for  Pizarro  found  that  it  was  ilII  important 
for  the  conquest  that  he  should  have  beneath  hia  thutnli 
a  scion  of  the  Inca  blood,  'whn,  wbilo  subservient  to 
him,  would  hold  aucb  a  semblance  of  power  tliat  the 
people  would  not  dare  attempt  furtherrcsistance.  It  is 
said  that  tbia  young  sovereign  died  from  grief  at  the  niiii 
of  his  family  aud  people.  An  anecdote  of  his  coitina- 
tion  is  told  as  followa: — Aft«r  the  borla  of  tbe  lucas 
had  been  placed  upon  bia  brow,  he  was  no  sooner  out 
of  Piiarro's  presence  than,  tearing  the  royal  emblem 
from  his  forehead,  be  threw  it  on  the  ground,  and, 
stamping  upon  it,  declared  be  would  never  wear  a 
thing  which  he  could  not  but  regard  ai  a  mark  of  h'n 
Blavery  and  shame.  His  most  devoted  followers  en- 
tleavoured  to  conquer  this  resolution;  but  they  did  so 
in  vain;  and,  in  two  months  after  he  had  received  bin 
brother's  ci-own  from  that  same  brother's  murderer,  he 
expired. 

After  Pizarro  had  joined  Almagro,  the  united  forces 
nwrched  to  Xaquixaguana,  a  valley  about  fivi.-  leases 
&om  Cuzco.  At  this  place  tbe  dismal  and  cruel  farce 
of  putting  Challcuchima  through  a  mock  triiil  was  {lei^ 
formed,  and  the  brave  old  chief,  the  beat  beloved  and 
most  victorious  of  AlAhuall|ia's  generals,  was  burned 
alive.  Ue  dieil  as  he  bad  lived,  with  unflinching  cour- 
age, Bcomiiig  the  Cbriitians  and  tbe  faith  tliey  desired 
him  to  embrace,  an<l  in  the  midst  of  hia  tertures  in- 
voking tiiG  natnn  of  liis  god,  Fochacamac 

Soim  after  this  last  murder,  Pizarro  received  a  visit 
iVom  Uanco  C^pae,  tlie  brother  of  tbe  unfortuuata 
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Uuascar,  and  the  legitimate  heir  to  the  throne.  ' 
])iiDce  told  the  general  that  he  had  intended  to  op] 
his  march  upon  Guzco,  but  finding  resistanoe  use! 
he  had  now  come  to  welcome  the  Spaniards,  and  d 
their  assi.^tance  in  establishing  him  upon  the  throD 
his  ancestors.  Believing  that  in  the  jouthfiil  pr 
before  him  he  saw  a  better  tool  than  the  young  1 
who  had  so  recently  died  would  have  been,  Piz 
received  Manco  with  great  cordiality,  even  9Bsai 
him — Iving  was  so  common  with  these  Ohm 
hidalgos,  that  one  could  almost  imagine  that  Spai 
chivalry  numbered  it  among  their  virtuea — that  he 
l)ecn  sent  into  Peru  by  his  master,  the  Gastilian  m 
ni^i,  in  order  to  vindicate  the  claims  of  his  brot 
Kuascar,  to  the  crown,  and  to  punish  the  usoipatioi 
his  rival,  Atahuallpa. 

Taking  with  them  Manco  Capac,  the  Spaniards  i 
marched  on  Cuzco,  and  after  some   little   but  sh 
,^  fighting  on  the  road,  they  entered  that  capital  u] 

\  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  1533. 

|v  We  may  imagine  the  delight  of  this  band  of  mar 

ij  ders  as  they  came  upon  the  Eldorado  of  which  t] 

!{.  had  heard  such  wonderful  accounts — the  holy  citj 

i  the  Incas,  the  metropolis  of  the  Peruvian  empire.   1 

population,  including  its  suburbs,  reached  400,000- 
busy,  industrious,  and  highly  civilized  people.  1 
best  houses,  or  palaces,  and  public  buildings  were  bi 
of  stone,  some  of  tinted  marble.  The  edifice  wh 
must  have  first  attracted  the  notice  of  the  soldiers, 
indeed,  their  greedy  eyes  could  rest  upon  anything  I 
gold,  was  the  fortress  which  was  erected  upon  the  i 
of  a  high  ViiW  to  \\i^  TiotOar«aa\».    kX.  'Cgl^^r^s^  <5»t  tlua  h 
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upon  the  outer  side,  it  was  dereiideil  by  tbrte  wallu, 
rising  one  above  tlie  other  in  the  ehtym  of  creacentA 
These  wulls  were  mounted  with  rara|)fti-U  and  breast- 
works, so  that  the  Peravians  could  tight  uuder  them, 
and  the  nurruwest  was  wide  enough  for  three  carriages 
abreast  The  chief  points  of  tlie  fortress  were  three 
great  towers,  which  were  connected  by  subterranean 
piisaages,  and  the  ground  beueath  them  was  hollowed 
out  into  as  many  rooms  and  galleries  as  there  were 
above.  In  the  largest  of  these  towera  was  a  fountain ; 
but  the  sources  by  which  the  water  was  supplied  wus 
a  state  secret,  only  known  to  the  Inca  and  a  few  of  his 
chief  noblea.  The  citadel  was  so  large  that  after  the 
conquest  the  Spaniards  found  there  was  room  enough 
to  lodge  5,000  soldiers.  Many  of  the  stones  of  which 
the  wulls  were  formed  were  fifty  feet  long,  tweuty-two 
feet  broad,  and  six  feet  thick;  indeed,  uf  such  immense 
HZe  and  weight  were  they,  that  to  the  present  day  it 
remains  a  wonder  by  what  means  they  could  hiive  been 
placed  upon  eaiJi  other;  for  the  Peru^*ians,  ne  fur  as  we 
now  know,  were  ignurnnt  of  modem  mechanical  appli- 
ances by  which  huge  masses  are  moved 

Mr.  Arthur  Helps,  describing  this  city  from  the 
Spanish  writers,  tells  us  "  the  streets  wero  at  right 
angles  to  one  anotht-r,  and  thus  the  city  was  formed 
'^  into  those  blocks  of  building  which  the  Honmns  callod 
'  insula.'.  The  jiavemeot  was  made  of  small  stanu,  and 
t  «  largo  conduit  of  water  paseod  through  the  middle  of 
*  ^uch  street  There  was  a  great  sqnaro  in  which  stood 
"  '•ho  jmlnce  of  the  great  Inca,  Huayna  Capac,  the  most 
'lieantiful  building  in  Cuxco,  its  gatewny  tidng  made  of 
<  ^uarblu  of  dilleruut  colours.     This  [Xklace  wus  so  extcu- 


upon  tcrracea,  onil  were  for  tlie  purp< 
greut  festivals  in  bad  weather.  Theu 
jectui'ed  from  the  liict,  that  a  fourUi 
quarter  of  the  town  afterwards  fornix 
Tliere  is  no  capital  in  Europe  that  haf 
on  eo  grand  a  plan.  CuECO  was,  as 
cosm  of  the  whole  empire.  As  ibe 
tvilies  came  up  from  Autisuyo,  Com 
Chiiicliasuyo,  tliey  ranged  tbemselve 
adjaceut  to  the  four  quarters  of  the 
itig  with  these  four  divisions  of  the 
took  up  ita  poRition  as  nearly  aa  poa 
geograjibicsl  order  which  it  held  in 
Thti  tribe  that  was  to  the  noi-th  of  it 
try,  was  to  the  north  of  it  also  ia  C 
had  an  especial  Lmd-dress,  and  wac 
all  the  rest,  either  by  a  difference  in 
eash  wound  niuud  the  head,  or  by  ■ 
ooloiir  of  the  foather^  The  loi 
oity,  was  thus  enabled  to  reviev-^ 
empire,  and  to  recognize  the  in] 
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Tliey  entered  under  bridges  witli  floodgates,  to  prerent 
inundation.  Tliese  streams,  in  their  passage  through 
the  city,  bod  beda  of  masoniy  to  mu  io,  so  tliut  the 
water  might  alwnys  be  clear  and  cleaa.  One  of  the 
Btrcams  jmsseU  through  the  great  aqnare," 

The  mruit  siimptuuiiB  building,  hovever,  in  the  Pem- 
Tian  capital,  nas  the  great  temple  of  the  bud.  This 
was  the  cliic'f  of  those  piibHc  erections  from  which  the 
soldiers  sent  to  obtain  Atahuall|iii's  ransom  had  rifled 
the  golden  plat«!i.  At  the  time!,  therefore,  of  the  airiyol 
of  Pizarro  in  the  capital,  notliing  of  its  exterior  omo- 
nents  remained,  but  the  golden  friew  whicli  those  men 
had  been  unablo  to  remove  from  its  bedding  between 
the  Btouea. 

Upon  the  entrance  of  the  array  into  the  city,  the 

general  had  issued  an  order  forbidding  any  man  to 

offer  violence  to  the  dwellings  of  the  people.     It  was  a 

strange  command,  after  the  example  he  had  set  them. 

But,  doubtlessly,  they  knew  Pizarro  had  done  thhi 

more  to  make  the  Inca  and  the  people  believe  that  Ka 

was  their  friend  than  with  any  notion  that  it  would 

'      bo  obeyed.      For  to  obtain  gold  they  had  ventured 

'      their  lives,  and  gold  they  vmUd  have  at  all  risks. 

>     Thun  they  lost  no  time  in  plundering  the  palaces  and 

*  religious  buildings  of  their  contents.     They  stripped 

•  off  the  jewels  and  rich  omameots  that  decorated  the 
I'     royal  mumniieiti  they  tortured  the  dtixcns  whom  they 

Busjiected  of  hiding  their  treasures;  they  rifled  the 
I*  sepulchres,  and  dug  up  the  bodies  from  their  graves, 
I  because  thty  knew  the  Peruviana  frequently  buried 
I  treasui-e  with  tlieir  dead.  Like  famiahed  beaate,  ])rowh 
1^  uxg  alout  fur  a  meal,  those  Christian  soldiers  searched 


ricUy  embossecl  witti  figures  of  ser 
other  Bnimalii;  four  golden  llamas, 
life-siTed  statues  of  womon,  of  pure 
tiful  and  well  wrought  as  if  they  ha 
can  well  believe  the  naive  asserU 
plunderers,  "  that  the  sight  of  the: 
a  great  satisffictioa."  Theu,  agai 
magazines  or  warebouaea  of  riclily 
Baoduls,  and  elippera  for  womea,  dr 
tirely  of  beads  of  gold,  Thers  1| 
grain  and  other  food  in  abundand 
regarded  with  contempt.  Yet  dj 
the  latter  would  have  been  of  gra 
than  the  gold. 

At  ono  place  they /om/k/ ten  ptt 
each  piece  being  twenty  feet  in  l 
breadth,  and  two  or  three  inches  tit 
tended  to  decorate  the  house  of  &  n 
of  this  plunder  is  said  to  have 
Atahiiallpa.  The  effect  this  e 
had  upon  these  mai^uders  is  thj 
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tbe  cards,  saw  himself  stripped  in  a  few  hoara  of  thu 
fruits  of  jrears  of  toil,  and  obliged  to  hegia  over  again 
the  business  of  rapine.  Among  tbeeo,  one  in  the 
cavalry  semee  is  mentioned,  named  L^uimno,  who 
Lud  received  us  his  share  in  tbe  booty  the  image  of  the 
8IIU,  which,  raised  on  &  pUte  of  bumiEihed  gold,  spread 
over  the  walls  in  a  recess  of  the  great  temple,  and 
which,  for  soroc  reafion  or  other — perhaps  because  of 
its  superior  fineness — was  not  recast  like  the  other 
ornaments.  This  rich  prize  the  spendthrift  lost  in  a 
single  night;  whence  it  came  to  he  a  proverb  in  8]iain  : 
Juega  d  Sol  anta  ipm  omanfiStfo — '  Play  away  tbe  sun 
before  sunrise.' 

"  The  effect  of  such  a  Eurfeit  nf  the  precious  metala 
was  ioH[antly  felt  on  prices.  The  most  ordinary  xt- 
ticles  were  only  to  be  had  for  exorbitant  sums.  A 
quire  of  jiaper  sold  for  10  pesos  de  oro;  a  bottle  of 
wine  for  60;  a  sword  for  40  or  CO;  a  cloak  for  100, 
eometimes  more;  a  pair  of  shoes  cost  30  or  40  pesos  de 
ore;  and  a  good  horee  conld  not  be  had  for  less  than 
2,500.  Some  brought  »  still  higher  priea  Every 
article  rose  in  value  as  gold  and  silver,  the  representa* 
tires  of  all,  declined.  Gold  and  ailver,  in  aliort,  aeemed 
to  be  the  only  things  in  Cuato  that  were  nut  wealtL 
Yet  there  were  some  few  wise  enough  to  retnni  con- 
tented with  their  present  gsins  to  tbeir  native  country. 
Here  their  riches  brought  them  consideration  and  com- 
petence; and,  while  tliey  excited  the  envy  of  their 
connlryinen,  stimulated  tbem  to  seek  their  own  for- 
tunes in  the  like  path  of  adventure." 

The  booty  being  divided,  Piarro  ordered  the  Peru- 
vian idols  to  le  pulled  down,  placed  croBSes  in  tLe 
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highways,  built  a  church,  and  then  took  possession  of 
the  city  in  the  uame  of  his  sovemgn,  the  Empi«<at 
Charles  V.  This  being  clone,  he  caaaed  Manoo  Ca|M) 
to  be  crowned  the  Inca  of  Peru,  under  the  supre- 
macy of  the  sovereign  of  Caatih!.  At  this  coraDalinii 
the  mutDTniea  of  tlio  Iiicua,  eadt  attended  by  hit  ora 
numerous  retinue,  as  if  he  hud  been  alive,  vrcre  brou^ 
into  the  great  aquure  and  seat«d  at  the  banqneting 
tuble.  The  guests  drank  long  and  deeply  to  the  nTil 
deud,  concluding  by  danciug  and  oUier  festivitio, 
which  were  prolonged  to  a  late  hour.  The  Inc»  hang 
enthroned,  Piiarro  established  a  civil  government  tt 
Spaniards,  and  invitod  others  of  his  ooiintrymm  t> 
come  and  settle.  Yalt'erde  assumed  the  rank  and  titlt 
of  Bishop  of  Cuzco,  and,  with  a  band  of  DnnuaiiU 
friara,  aet  eurnestly  about  the  work  of  coiiversian. 
for  Pimri-o,  he  henceforth  took  ujKin  himself  the 
and  title  of  "  Governor." 

While  thus  settling  the  conquest,  he  r«oei^-ed  M*l 
that  Qnizqiiia,  another  of  the  great  genernla  of  Al^*- 
allpa,  van  in  the  livid  with  a  targe  army.  H«  ihit* 
fore  lost  no  time  in  sending  Almagvo  and  the  v* 
Inca  to  meet  him.  The  Spanish  cn]>taia  and  hii^ 
speedily  routed  the  enemy  and  alew  its  gcn<mL  W 
scarcely  bad  this  Peruvian  army  been  dof«*tad  tb> 
nawB  arrived  at  Cuzoo  equally  alnnulng  both  to  Pi« 
and  Almagro,  This  was  the  arrival  in  tbn  tMoauj' 
another  body  of  S|mniftrds  under  the  coininnad  rf* 
of  Cartes'  moat  famous  leaders,  Pedro  de  Atrvt^ 
who  had  quitted  hia  post  of  (Joyernor  of  Gnatrank* 
»eek  a  share  of  those  riches  of  Peru  nbout  whiA  ^ 
thia  time,  every  coloniat  in  the  N«w  World  had  bo)* 
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AlTaritdo  brought  with  him  500  men:  it  was  do- 
airouB,  therefore,  that  he  should  be  either  won  over  or 
conquered  Pizairo,  without  loss  of  time,  and  with 
the  ho])e  of  preventing  him  from  coming  bo  fur  into  tlie 
country  that  he  could  see  the  wealth  to  be  ohteiot'd, 
sent  Almiigro  to  meet  their  countrymen.  Fortunatt^ly 
for  the  partners,  Alvarudo  choosing  as  his  line  of  march 
Quito,  in  order  to  avoid  the  tonitories  of  Pizarro  and 
Alomgro,  his  troops  had  endured  such  hardshiiis  from 
cold  and  hunger,  that  he  waa  ready  to  come  to  terms. 
To  what  extent  they  sufTered  may  be  imagined  when, 
having  secured  at  one  place  on  their  march  a  vast 
amount  of  gold,  they  regarded  it  not,  and  at  Alvurado'a 
desire  that  each  man  abonld  take  his  owii  share,  they 
replied,  "  that  food  waa  the  only  gold  for  them." 

The  treaty  agreed  to  between  these  two  high  eon- 
tmrting  marauders  waa,  that  Almagro  should  [lay  Al- 
vamdo  100,000  pesos  do  oro,  in  consideration  of  which 
the  lutt«r  was  to  resign  to  him  his  fleet,  his  forces,  and 
uU  his  stores  and  roiinitiuns  of  war.  As,  however, 
Alniugro  tiatt  no  money  with  liiro,  it  was  further  agreed 
tlint  Alvurado  should  have  an  interview  with  PiTarro. 

The  meeting  took  place  at  Pncbacamac,  and  waa 
conducted  with  a  great  show  of  friendship  on  both 
aides,  although  amongst  those  treacherous  men  thore 
were  some  who  proposed  to  tlie  governor  to  vioUte  th« 
treaty,  i^ixe  the  pcmou  of  Alvnnwlo,  and  so  nvnid  pay- 
ing the  100,000  jwsoa.  But  thi«  time  Piuirro  rrsulved 
to  show  that  sometimes  the  old  adage  is  riglit,  and  that 
there  really  is  honour  among  tliievc& 

After  tha  de|>»rlure  of  Tonatiuh,  or  "Child  of 
the  Sun,"  as  you  will  remeiiibcr  the  Muxicaus  called 
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the  light-complexioned,  red-haired  AlTarndn,  PiniTTO 
founded  the  city  of  Lima  (Juniiaiy  6,  1535).  While 
the  governor  remained  at  his  new  city,  he  penmadrd 
Almagro  to  accept,  under  him,  the  government  of 
Ouzco,  and  at  the  same  time,  either  by  biuisdf  or  hit 
captains,  to  jmdertake  the  discovery  and  conqaest  ct 
Chili. 

We  will  now  return  to  Hernando  Pirarm.  Tli»l 
captain  reached  the  Court  of  Spain  in  Jamiarv,  153t, 
where  he  was  honourably  i-eceived  by  tlie  Emp<wf. 
Chavlea,  who  regarded  the  conquest  of  Peru  as  ht- 
more  iniportant  than  that  of  Mexico,  and  with  khd* 
reason,  for  the  booty  sen-ed  to  replenish  lii-i  trT«sarf^ 
which  was  kept  at  a  low  ebb  by  his  conttuaul  Eato- 
pean  wars.  Charles  testified  his  gratitude  by  crestti^ 
Francisco  Pizarro  Marqnis  of  Atavillos,  a  vallt^  oat 
to  Xauxa,  malting  Hernando  a  knight  of  Santiago, 
of  the  noblest  orders  of  Spain.  To  Vinconte  de  V*!- 
Terde  was  given  the  biahoprio  of  Cnzoo,  and  to 
gro  an  independent  governorship,  which  was  to  coa- 
tnence  where  Pizarro's  ended.  Moreover,  the  empmc 
Bent  each  of  the  commanders  an  auto^ra|i|,  tettff  i 
thanks  for  their  great  aervices.  In  return  for  tlw* 
gracious  gifts,  Heruando  promised  to  imlace  the  Si^ 
iards  in  Peru  to  give,  in  addition  to  the  myel  fifth 
their  spoil,  a  large  donation  of  gold—^  present  tM 
would  prove  most  acceptable  to  Charles  whoar  In* 
mry  was  much  reduced  by  his  Eui-opean  want.  TTb* 
Hernando  again  sailed  from  Spain,  stich  bad  ht 
effect  of  the  aiffiU  of  the  Penivian  riclies  whidi  *• 
iad  brought  with  him,  that  he  was  accompuiiai  If 
the  largest  and  best  appointed  fleet  that  bad  m(  *^ 
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for  the  New  Worlil  since  tbe  time  of  Ferdinand  and 
Istibellii.  When  lie  arrived  at  Kombre  de  Dios  be 
found  no  preparations  had  been  mude  for  his  coming. 
He  WHS  tliei-efore  compelled  to  remain  tliere  for  aome 
time  before  be  coitld  prudently  pass  the  mountaina. 
Taking  advantage  of  this  delay,  one  of  Almagro's  psr- 
tizans  hastened  in  advance  to  report  to  that  chief  (ha 
was  now  called  the  Marshal)  the  news  of  the  governor- 
ehip  that  had  been  granted  him  by  his  sovereign.  This 
man  reochcd  Almagro  juat  as  he  was  entering  Cuzco  to 
take  possession.  Jnan  and  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  who  bad 
jointly  governed  in  the  absence  of  their  brother  the 
general,  readily  resigned  their  command;  the  Marahal, 
however,  elated  at  tlie  govemmetit  bestowed  upon  him 
by  his  sovereign,  and  rememl)ering  the  undue  share 
of  honours  and  |iowora  Francisco  Pizarro  bad  obtained 
from  the  conrt  of  Spain,  declared  that  Ciiico  came 
within  the  limits  of  tbe  territories  assigned  to  him  by 
the  crown,  and  Ihorcfore  he  would  govoro  tliat  city 
independently  of  the  newly  created  marquis.  More- 
over, putTcd  np  by  the  adulation  and  advice  of  bia 
followers,  BO  highly  did  he  lord  it  over  the  two  PizorroB, 
that  disHenstons  arose  which  called  for  the  intervention 
of  tbe  marquis.  The  latter,  fearing  to  lose  the  all- 
important  city,  come  from  LJma  with  bnste.  An 
hyjioeritical  scene  took  place  at  tlie  meeting  of  tlie  old 
eoniradca.  They  embmccd  -witb  many  toors,  "  You 
have  made  me,"  said  the  Marquis,  "  take  this  hastyand 
toilsome  joui-ney.  without  bringing  bed  or  tent,  and  but 
little  food.  Where  was  yonr  judgment  in  quarrelling 
trith  my  brothers,  knowing,  as  yoa  do,  that  you  sbara 
equally  with  mo  iu  all  things  T 
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"  You  nwd  Dot  have  oomo,"  rejilied  Almagro,  "rinc* 
I  sent  yon  the  particulars  of  all  tLat  hail  jiasiwd;  bal 
the  jealousy  of  yonr  bi-othera  at  the  liouour  confcmd 
upon  me  by  our  Bovereign  is  intolerable."     A  diiipule 
then  arose  J  but,  through  the  iaterveation  of  a  mulnil 
friend,  waa  brought  to  on  amicahle  termitiAtion.    Tin 
Marquin  and  the  Marshal  enten^  ialo  a  solemn  ngiM- 
ment  to  keep  their  friendship  inviolable,  stipnUting 
that  in  their  lettera  to  the   enipflror   neither  di(inld 
diaparage  the  other,  nor  shonld  either  hold  any  commu- 
nioalion  with  the  gdvemnient  of  Spain  without  ti* 
knowledge  of  hi^  friend:    moreover,  the   pnifitii  »J 
expenditure  of  all  future  diswveries  or  coat^ueets  sluxild 
be  equally  shared.    To  this  each  ewore,  staniiiug  l«fa« 
tho  altur,  and  invoking  u|iod  himself  perdition  of  vd 
loss  of  life,  fame,  honour,   and  estates,  if  he  shuoU 
break  the  compact.     The  oath  was  taken  in  Uk  I 
■ence  of  thiir  officers,  the  priest  perfoi-mintj  "'••i ' 
the  two  governors  placing  tlieir  right  bauds  above 
consecrated  hand  of  tho  priiist  which  ht'ld  tlw  k 
holy  tiacntmcnt      Thus  did   tUeea    two   old  men  i 
comrades,  by  the  solemn  ceremony  of  "  dividing  ti* 
host,"  aa  it  was  called,  and  by  reli^on,  se«k  to  cw 
friendship  their  want  of  honour  and  priuoiple  rvnilct' 
inijxMuible. 

This  treaty  being  duly  dmwn  up  by  th«  fcinj' 
notary,  the  Marshal  began  his  projNirationi*  far  * 
conquest  of  Chili;  and  ao  profuse,  U^ish,  nnd  gu 
was  he  of  money,  com,  anil  horses,  that  the  tmvost  u^ 
best  of  the  Spaniarila  in  Peru  flock«d  to  bis  sta 
Before,  however,  he  de|Mi.rted  from  Ciiaoo^  AlnuC'* 
im]iVored  the  ilLirquis  to    send  hi^    brutherv  hack  <* 
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Ciutile.  "  If  you  will  do  thia,"  anid  he,  "  you  may  give 
them  any  amount  of  wealth  from  the  joint  estate;  for, 
relying  iiiion  their  kindred  U>  you,  there  ia  no  one  those 
gentlemen  will  iiot  insult."  This  request,  howeiver, 
Piairro  wisely  parried  by  an  evasive  reply;  for  to  havo 
complied  would  have  been  to  huve  sent  from  his  side 
his  heat  and  moat  devoted  frieuda  and  officers,  those, 
moreover,  whose  interests  were  in  common  with  his 


When  tlie  Marshal  hud  set  out  to  conquer  and  settle 
the  teiTitoric'S  which  he  was  to  govern  under  tho  name 
of  New  Toledo,  while  those  of  Pizarro  were  called  New 
Cuatile,  the  latter,  leaving  his  brothers,  Juan  and 
Gonzalo,  in  cliar};e  of  Cuzco,  returned  to  Buperiutoitd 
the  building  of  bin  new  city  of  Lima.  This  place, 
which  then  bore  the  name  of  Loa  Reyes — "  The  City  of 
tho  Kings,"  still  exists,  as  a  monument  of  the  almost 
sole  glorious  uud  commendable  woi  Ic  of  the  chief  of  tho 
cruel  conquerors  and  devastators  of  the  emjiire  of  tba 
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When  rogues  quarrel  amoog  tbemaelves,  honnt  dm 
littve  a.  cliauce  of  obtaining  tlieir  nghts.  So  tliaagtil 
tbe  Peruvian  chiefa.  Their  aoTereign  had 
murdered,  tbeir  oouutrymen  hacked  to  pieces  by  lh<*. 
mnds,  the  survirora  reduced  to  akveiy,  tbcir  hcaTW 
(k-BCPnded  ai-iBtocracy  trought  upon  a  par 
peuftants,  plundered  of  their  wealth,  their  tttUor 
tteir^d,  their  reHgiou  profaned,  thdr  tempk-s  turned 
Btahlea,  the  royal  residences  into  barrnvka,  the  h 
sioii  of  their  convents  violated,  and  the  virpua  uf  Ot 
sun  grossly  insulted;  a  favourite  wile  even  of 
Inca,  Manco  Capoc,  had  been  adzed  by  a  SfuiA 
officer;  and,  lastly,  the  Utter  prince  was,  upon  ttaf 
occasion,  treated  with  the  most  coutcmptuoos  in^ 
ference.  It  was  scarcely  to  bo  wondered  at,  theT«f<m 
that  the  Peruviana  should  have  taken  lulviintDgr  uf  <t> 
quaiTcl  between  Alomgro  and  tbe  brothers  of  PinmB 
rid  tliemaetves  for  ever  of  the  Iiatcd  Spauiank  ^ 
young  Inca  and  the  high  priest,  ViUac  II  mu,  * 
tlie  head  of  the  conspiracy.  Their  plan  ww, 
Almagro  had  departed  with  bis  foroea  from  tlio  cttj.^ 
assault  the  invadera  at  their  several  ports,  and  lU 
dcatioy  them  before  fresh  reiuiorcemeatti  ahoold 
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To  order  that  a  general  risiog  of  the  people  might  tnte 
place  simultaneously,  the  Iiica  persuaded  Almagro  to 
talce  with  him  hia  brother,  FauUo  Topa,  and  the  high 
prieat,  TUlac  Umii.  The  proposed  object  of  their 
accompany ing  the  Marshal  was  as  guides,  and  to  anstst 
him  vith  their  advice;  the  real  one,  to  co-openLt« 
with  their  countrymen  on  the  mai'ch,and  then  secretly 
to  return  and  takf)  part  in  the  insnrrcction.  The 
better  to  carry  out  their  Bclieniea,  it  become  noceasaiy 
for  tlie  Inca  to  leave  the  city  and  hold  communication 
with  his  people  without  Tbia  the  8|janiHh  letul«ur, 
who  held  the  Peruvian  chief  in  contempt,  permitted 
him  to  do;  but  scarcely  had  ho  left,  when  the  head  of 
the  Canan>,  a  trihe  hostile  to  Manco  Capac,  iuroimed  the 
Pizarros  of  the  Inca's  real  object  in  leaving,  whereupon 
Juan,  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  horse, 
went  in  pui-suit.  The  prince  being  overtuken  a  short 
distance  from  Cuaco,  waa  brought  back  and  placed 
under  a  strong  guard  in  the  fortress.  Thus  all  ho[ie  of 
success  fieemed  crushed,  and  the  miserable  Indiana 
could  only  express  their  disappointment  in  doleful 
ballads,  which  told  the  sad  story  of  the  captivity  of 
their  sovereign  and  the  ruin  of  his  race. 

While  these  events  had  been  transpiring  in  and  near 
the  capital,  Hernando  Pizarro  had  arrived  at  Lima 
with  the  patents  which  put  Francisco  in  official  poaea- 
aion  of  a  marquisate  and  territorial  power,  and  created 
Almagro  Governor  of  New  T.iledo.  Without  these 
documents  the  rank  and  powers  of  the  two  governors 
had  only  been  ^ed,  and  bo  Almogro  was  in  reality 
not  independent  of  the  Marquis;  therefore,  the  latter 
tktenninwl  tb&t,  until  the  city  of  Cuzco  had  bocotoa 
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I  indisputably  within  tho  territory  assigned  to  hira,  liA 
rotild  not  forward  to  the  Marshal  his  commission ;  for, 
being  then  engaged  in  the  conquest  of  Chili, 
attention  was  diverted  from.  Cumo,  and  PijajTO 
tended  it  should  so  remain  tintil  Hernando,  tix 
cleverest  of  his  brotliera,  had  anpreme  conunacd  of 
that  capilAl. 

Hernando  Pizarro  had  many  faults.  He 
however,  the  virtue— a  rai'e  one  among  the  Spnoianll 
— of  a  friendship  for,  and  a  desire  to  do  justice,  at  Irt* 
to  a  certain  uxtent,  to  the  Indians.  It  is  said  Uul 
had  he  remained  in  the  camp  the  unhappy  Ataho^ja 
would  not  have  been  murdered.  That  the  Inca  W 
lieved  him  to  be  Lis  friend  and  protector  setuu  ea- 
tain ;  for,  when  he  beard  that  he  was  about  leavinf 
Pern  for  Spain,  he  sadly  said,—"  Tliat  in  his  Ahsaxt 
hia  life  would  not  be  safe,  for  he  knew  that  tho  'tuK- 
eyed  man,'  Almagro,  would  encompass  his  death."  So 
when,  upon  his  arrival  in  Cuzco,  Hernando  heaid  iW 
Hanco  Capac  was  imprisoned  for  conspiring  againit 
the  Spaniards,  he  cspreased  his  disbelief,  and  not  onlj 
xeleased  the  Incu  but  admitted  him  to  an  intiiDKj 
with  himself.  One  might  therefore  oomplain  al  U* 
ungi-atefiil  return  made  by  that  prince,  could  we  (otffi 
the  terrible  injuiies  he  and  his  had  suffered  frum  l^ 
Spaniards.  The  Inca,  again  at  liberty,  set 
plans  for  a  rising  of  his  people,  and  eo  craftUr  >ol 
secretly  did  he  conduct  them  that  hia  enemies 
taiued  no  suspicion  of  hia  proceedings.  He  Iiatl  s 
sufficiently  the  character  of  Hernando  to  be  kwm*  iW 
the  weakest  side  of  hia  character  was  avarice  Tktt 
■when  the  wily  Indian  hod  obtained  Iiia  oonfideiw^  ^ 
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told  him  tbat  he  knew  of  many  secret  places  where 
great  treasures  were  hiddea,  and  of  one  id  particular, 
vie,  a  cave  among  the  wouDtaina,  where  a  statne,  in 
pure  gold,  of  hia  futher,  Huayna  Capac,  was  deposited, 
and  which,  if  he  had  leave  to  quit  the  city,  he  would 
ietch.  Blinded  by  his  cupidity,  the  8[>uniHh  chief 
gKvo  the  required  pemiisaion,  and  uppointed  two  of  his 
■oldiera  to  accompany  the  Inco,  in  the  ca]iacity  of 
assistants  mthcr  than  giiardB. 

MtiHco  Cupac,  who,  I  think,  may  be  pardoned  the 
rune  by  which  ho  obtained  his  liberty,  repaired  at  once 
'  to  the  fastueiiBeB  of  the  mountains,  and,  joining  a  great 
assemblage  of  the  Inca  nobles,  he  caused  two  large 
golden  vases  of  wiue  to  be  brought  to  him,  and,  having 
recapitulated  the  wrongs  they  had  suffered  from  the 
invaders,  declared  that  with  their  ^d  he  would  at 
once  besiege  Cueco,  and  continue  the  war  till  not  one 
Spaniard  was  left  alive  in  the  land  He  concluded  by 
saying, — "  Let  no  one  niiin  drink  of  these  cups  who  ia 
not  determined  to  stake  bis  life  upon  the  i-esnlt-."  The 
majority  accepted  the  pledge,  and  repaired  to  tlieir 
sevL-ral  quarters  to  prepare  for  a  wor  of  extermination. 

The  iut«l!igenco  of  the  Inca's  defection — treachery, 
the  S|ianiurd!i  termed  it — being  brought  to  Cuico, 
Hernando  Pizurro  sent  hia  brother  Juan,  at  the  head 
of  a  iiarty  of  cavalry,  in  quest  of  the  fugitive  monarch. 
On  the  rood  they  fell  in  with  the  two  soldiers  who  bad 
acooDi|iii:ii(.>d  &Iauco.  These  men  told  Juan  that  the 
Inca  had  dinnisscd  them  without  offering  any  violence 
to  their  persons,  and  that  he  was  then  at  the  head  of 
a  large  force  prejiariug  to  bcEirge  the  cupitul. 

Undismayed  at,  perhaps  JibUdiuving,  this  re^port, 
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Juan  advanced  till  he  reached  the  river  Yucaj,  wbai 
he  coidd  no  longer  douht  its  truth;  for  upon  the  opposte 
1)ank  of  the  stream  he  saw  many  thousands  of  Peraviim 
drawn  up  in  battle  array,  ready  to  dispute  his  passage. 
The  Spaniaitis,  as  usual,  regardless  of  the  numbeis  op- 
posed to  them,  plunged  into  the  stream,  and  swam  their 
horses  acrobs,  amidst  a  tempest  of  stones  and  arrows, 
and  that  too  so  gallantly,  that  they  made  good  tiieir 
landing.    Tlie  Peruvians,  however,  had  fallen  hack  bat 
for  a  moment;  for,  before  their  enemy  could  re-fonn, 
they  attacked  them  so  furiously   with   their  copper 
headed  lances,  huge  maces,  and  pole-axes,  that  they 
were  thrown  into  great  disorder.      At   length,  recoT- 
ering  from  this  shock  sufficiently  to  form  into  a  solid 
column,  and  shouting  their  war-cry,  "St.  Jago,"  the 
Si)aniards  charged  into  the  thick  of  the  enemy,  who, 
incapable  of  withstaudiDg  this  onset,  gave  way,  were 
trampled  beneath  the  feet  of  the  horses,  or  pierced  by 
lances.     Still,  not  before  night  did  the  brave  Indians 
cease  fighting,  and  retreat  to  their  fastnesses. 

Astonished  as  the  Spaniards  were  at  the  military 
order  and  determined  bravery  of  a  people  they  had 
hitherto  found  so  tame  and  docile,  they  went  to  rest 
that  night  with  a  full  conviction  that  the  slaughter 
they  had  committed  among  the  Peruvian  ranks  had 
crushed  the  rebellion.  Guess,  then,  their  dismay  the 
following  morning  to  find  the  passes  and  sides  of  the 
mountains  covered  with  lines  of  Indians,  ready  to 
renew  the  fray.  For  a  day  or  two  the  Peruvians  and 
Spaniards  stood,  as  it  were,  at  bay,  the  former  having 
learned  sufficient  of  the  art  of  war  to  know  that,  how- 
ever numeroMs  \^^7  im^x.  \>^  o\^^^^^JvaMi&^>isiss^^^,5ft 
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but  as  flocks  of  sheep  in  the  hands  of  butchers;  and 
«  the  latter  were  unable  to  manoeuvre  their  horses  among 
the  defiles  and  passes  of  the  mountains.  Thus,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  forays  upon  either  side,  but 
little  fighting  took  place.  From  this  embarrassing 
position  Juan  Pizarro  was  relieved  bj  a  message  from 
his  brother  Hernando,  telling  him  that  he  himself  was 
besieged  in  the  citj  of  Cuzca  He  at  once,  therefore, 
ordered  a  retreat;  but,  coming  in  sight  of  Cuzco,  the 
Spaniards  were  astounded  at  the  scene  before  them. 
The  whole  city  was  surrounded.  ^*  The  extensive 
environs,**  says  the  chronicler  of  the  si^e, ''  as  fiEur  as 
the  eye  could  reach,  were  occupied  by  a  mighty  host, 
which  an  indefinite  computation  swelled  to  the  number 
of  200,000  warriors  The  dusky  lines  of  the  Indian 
battalions  stretched  out  to  the  very  verge  of  the  moun- 
tains; while,  all  around,  the  eye  saw  only  the  crests 
and  waving  banners  of  chieftains,  mingled  with  rich 
]>anoplies  of  featherwork,  which  reminded  some  few 
who  had  served  under  Cortes  of  the  military  costume 
of  the  Aztecs.  Above  all  rose  a  forest  of  long  lances 
and  battle-axes  edged  with  copper,  which  tossed  to  and 
fro  in  wild  confusion,  glittered  in  the  rays  of  the  set- 
ting sun,  like  light  playing  on  the  surface  of  a  dark 
and  troubled  ocean.  It  was  the  first  time  that  the 
Spaniards  had  beheld  an  Indian  army  in  all  its  terrors; 
such  an  army  as  the  Incas  led  to  battle  when  the  ban- 
ner of  the  sun  was  borne  triumphant  over  the  land. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  crimes  of  the  Spanish 
conquerors  of  Peru,  they  were  never  wanting  in  that 
dash  which  historians  call  heroism-,  co^  YOt^^T^^do^^^^^ 

hut  their  beleagaered  countrymen,  ^c^j  y^'^^^'^  ^*^ 
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cut  their  way  throngli  the  enemy's  raoka.     This  tinM^ 
however,  there  was  but  little  neciMiity  for  doeperaM 
coura^,  for  the  wily  ladiAna,  not  unwiliing  to  gpt  il 
mtiDy  victims  m  they  could  (for  they  entortiuned  M 
doubt  of  victory)  within  their  power,  fell  biick  at  thai 
advntice,  and  permitted  them  to  march  into  the  d^^ 
not  It  little  to  the  satisfaction  of  Hernando,  who,  vil 
hiR  bi'uthcr'a  troopti,  now  mustered  200  horse  anil  foa 
and    1,000  Indian  auxiliaries.      This   forve   «w  b( 
trilliog  compartnl  with  the  multitudea  swarmiug  kt  tl 
gaten;  but  Hs  the  Indian  allies  wci«  a  tnbe  t^  bi 
been  reeeotly  subjugated  by  the  Peruviana,  and  fM» 
tainiug  06  deadly  a  hatred  for  their  conqneron  u  ll 
Tla^'alana  did  againat  the  Mexicans,  Hernando  PianI 
hoped  to  use  them  aa  successfully  agunst  the  M 
troops  as  Cortes  did  Au  Indian  allies  against  thc^  Ajia> 
The  next  morning  (it  was  in  February,  1536)  tK 
PeruviauH   begun   the  siege  by   discharging  cluudi  if  ^ 
burning  arrows  and  red-hot  stones  upon  the  rw*  ^    I 
the  buildings.     These  being  all  compostnl  vt  ih-*"^  ■! 
volumes  of  flume  hurst  fordi  from  every  quarttf.    Q>'fl 
war-cries  of  the  Indiana  were  appalling.     The  swU fl 
was  so  dense  that  sight  was  impossible,  and  m  ■I'^H 
intensity  of  the  heat  incn<ii»ed,  it  seemed  as  if  ''^fl 
Sjmiiiards  were  fated  either  to  be  8ufib««te<l  orn^H 
alive  in  the  great  square,  where  tUey  had  ubs  4^| 
their  position.     AU  day  the  fire  rag^d,  aud  at  bi^H 
by  the  lurid  light,  the  itoldiers  could  rwwl  ci.ttii<U«u»' I 
depicted  in  eacli  other's  ghastly  faces.    Fpr  sefvntl  ^'^| 
the  flames  continued,  detitroying  tower    tempfe^^l 
and  palace,  indeed,  till  fiill  one-half  of  tlw  a>;  '^| 
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The  SpaDiartls  finding  all  attempts  to  extingiiisb  the 
tire  vain,  permitted  it  to  bum  itself  ont,  Mnd  from 
time  to  time  sallied  forth  torejiel  the  attacking  Indians; 
hiit  in  this  they  had  great  difficulty,  for  the  debris  of 
the  falUog  buildings  impeded  the  movioaeiits  of  their 
horses.  WhQe  removing  tliis  rubbish  they  suffered 
severely;  for,  being  a  work  of  time  and  dunger,  the 
men  bo  employed  were  eii>osrd  to  the  whole  brunt  of 
the  enemy's  archery.  Once,  however,  having  made  a 
pathway,  the  Spaniards  would  from  time  to  time  make 
fiuch  impetuons  chai^tes  among  their  awnilants,  tliat  they 
fell  by  hundreda  Most  serious  to  the  Spaniards  waa 
the  export  use  the  Pcnivians  made  of  the  taato,  a  long 
rope  with  a  noose  at  the  end,  vrhieh  they  threw  over  the 
rider,  or  entangled  it  with  the  legs  of  the  horse,  ao  as 
to  bring  both  man  and  animal  to  the  ground.  Bnt 
however  victorious  in  these  occasional  raids,  the  aitoa- 
tion  of  the  Christians  had  become  terrible;  for,  sleeping 
in  their  arms,  their  horses  saddled  by  their  sides,  they 
obtained  rest  neither  by  night  nor  day.  Horeovor,  the 
fortress  which  overlooked  the  city,  and  oonunandod  the 
great  itquMrc,  lind  speeilily  follen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  To  add  to  their  misery,  mmoura  reached  them 
that  the  rising  was  genei«l  throughout  the  land.  T.ifnn^ 
Tnixillo,  and  the  chief  cities  were  beeiege*),  and  musb 
inevitably  fall  into  the  hand*  of  the  Peruviatia.  As 
for  thoBo  8pauiards  who  Lud  settled  at  various  parts, 
they  had  been  massoored  ujmu  their  own  plantations; 
and  as  a  proof  of  this,  ten  or  n  dozen  human  heads 
were  roUwl  into  tlie  square,  in  whose  bli>od-ctnined  and 
ghastly  features  they  t«oognized  tlioee  of  Uwvc  ^ot\s»« 
companions.    At  these  nuDoun,  sa('gtn^K&  aa  "A^^ 
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were  by  this  horrible  sight,  a  general  consternation 
seized  the  tro()p8,  and  they  looted  around  in  despun 
Eacftpe  seemed  hopeless.  The  Indians  in  the  fortrv^ 
which  commanded  their  position,  were  gradually 
ciniating  them.  "  Far  better,"  they  cried,  "to  fall  lii< 
Spaniards,  hewing  our  way  through  the  rauka  of  the 
pagans,  than  to  be  butchered  or  burned  here."  Sadi 
retreat,  by  means  of  their  horses,  would  have  be 
compamtively  easy ;  but  the  Pizarroa  were  not  com- 
posed of  retreating  metaL  The  qkirit  of  Hemand^ 
like  that  of  his  namcsuke  Cortes,  arose  as  his  fortuDi 
declined;  so,  ctillicig  bis  chief  officers  around  him,  1 
addressed  them  to  the  following  effect : — "  I  have  callef 
you  together,  gentlemen,  because  it  seems  to  me 
ludinntt  are  disgracing  as  more  and  more  each  daf. 
There  is  a  weakness  (he  meant  fear]  in  some  of  as, 
it  would  not  be  openly  desired  that  we  should  give  qr 
this  great  city  for  which  we  have  so  hotly  contendi^ 
It  is  the  ancient  seat  of  empire,  and  though  now 
ashes,  will  rise  again  as  glorious  as  ever.  RempoiW) 
all  eyes  are  upon  ub  as  its  defenders,  and  if  we  fk^ 
it  will  give  such  confidence  to  the  enemy  that 
countrymen  may  be  slaughtered  thronghoat  the  tand. 
Gentlemen,  we  are  placed  at  a  post  of  bononr, 
which  it  would  be  more  like  Castilian  caT«lien  to  i 
than  desert."     Tlien  addressing  hia  brother  Juan,  iri 

seems  to  have  advocated  a  retreat,  he  said, "If  • 

can  give  snch  advice,  bow  was  it  you  had  connff 
defend  the  city  against  Almagro  when  be  aonsltt  l| 
rebel  i"     Then,  with  a  look  of  irony,  he  mid  to  " 
king's  treasurers, — "  Is  it  not  stiauj^   f^^  ™(,    i 
I  bKnobaxsic&^^TQ^&ftbs,  to  talk  inthfanMM 


Ekving  Bpoken  in  a  Htmibr  etnun  to  those  caT&lien 
who  ht^ld  municipal  offit^s,  he  concluded  by  Baying, — 
''  Shall  it  be  Dsid  that  I,  from  any  motive  of  fear, 
abandoned  tho  territory  conquered  and  colonized  by  my 
brother,  Francisco  Pimrro.  No,  gentlemen ;  in  the 
service  of  God  and  the  king,  and  sustaining  our  own, 
let  us  die  ruthcr  than  desert  Aa  for  myaetf,  if  I  am  left 
alone,  I  will  perish  rather  than  it  uliall  be  said  that 
another  gained  tlie  city  and  I  lost  it"  Then,  finding 
by  tho  gestures  and  exclamations  of  thuoo  around 
that  they  were  ready  to  stand  by  him  to  the  lust,  he 
added, — '*  The  men  and  horses  are  exhausted,  so  tliat  it 
will  bo  impossible  to  hold  out  two  more  days;  Ihere- 
forvi,  at  the  risk  of  losing  all  our  lives,  we  must  retake 
tiie  fortrew  to-morrow." 

"  The  boraemen  are  ready,  to  a  man,  to  follow  you  to 
victory  or  death,"  was  the  reply.  As  for  Juan  Fiairro, 
although  severely  wounded,  he  claimed  the  lead  in  the 
next  day's  starmtng;  "For,"  said  he,  "  it  was  by  my 
uirelceEncss  it  was  lost  I  aaii)  that  I  would  retake  it 
whenever  it  aliould  be  noceeaary  to  do  so i  therefore, 
while  I  am  alive,  it  would  ill  become  roe  to  permit 
another  to  undertake  the  duty." 

Anxious  as  was  Hernando  to  get  posseaaiou  of  the 
fortrvHs,  he  deemed  it  pmdent  first  to  strike  luch  a 
blow  upon  the  besiegers  as  would  intimidate  them  fi-om 
attacking  his  preeent  quartei&  To  do  this,  he  caused 
the  Indian  allies  to  clenr  three  passages  through  the 
rubbi^Ji.  This  being  effected,  and  dividing  his  troops 
into  three  divisions,  under  bis  brother  Oouialo,  Ga- 
briel de  Rojas,  and  Heroon  Ponce  de  Leon,  he  com- 

uided  them  to  make  a  sudden  tud  upon  the  enemy. 
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This  order  the  tliree  oflioers  obeyed  ao  UtemUy,  and  wi 
Biich  inipetuoBitj,  that  tlie  Peruviaus,  taken  hy  m 
prise,  were  alauglitorod  by  hundrcda  Upon  thia  ow 
aion,  however,  as  upon  every  other  tbroiighntit  t 
(dege,  the  natives  rallying,  returned  to  tlie  ttttuck  *ill 
hei-uio  courage ;  yet,  though  some  fought  haud-to-huid 
vilh  their  copper-headed  war-dubs  aud  polL<-4uc(8,  m|i 
ported  by  others  who  rained  stones,  darts,  and  nrrant 
n|>ou  the  Spaniards,  and  others  threw  theuiaelvm  fan 
lessly  upon  the  horsemen,  endeavouring  to  tear  tliM 
from  tlieir  saddles,  they  were  ultimately  compelled  If 
give  wity;  forwhat  could  courage,  numbers,  or  atreii^ 
avail  iu  an  open  field  against  the  horses,  connuOB 
broadawoi'ds,  lanceu,  and  lastly  the  arquebufqors, 
kept  uji  a  running  fire  through  the  whole 
During  this  outJaughl  it  was  ohaerved  that  the  P 
vians  fought  with  almost  the  diacipliue  of  Euroi 
troops,  which  it  was  supposed  they  had  lenrtwd  I 
some  Spanish  prisotiera  whose  lives  the  lova  bad  km 
They  were  alao,  many  of  thetn,  armed  wil)i 
helmets,  and  swords,  of  European  maQabctun, 
in  some  instances,  mounted  on  horses  which  had 
taken  from  the  Christiaiw — a  i>roof  of  the  sa] 
of  their  intelligence  and  ci^'iliaation  over  tb« 
who  never  could  be  brought  to  mount  r  boiwe. 

The  Sjianish  commaader  having  dealt  oat  a  \emm 
ttte  enemy  which  he  thought  would  (}«t«r  tlnem  fl 
fiulher  annoying  him,  he  turned  his  attention  W 
attack  upon  the  citadel.  Tliis  fortress,  aa  w«  have  m 
stood  upon  a  rocky  eminence,  so  steep  as  to  be  Inao 
Bible,  in  the  northern  quaa-ter  of  tjie  city.  It  «> 
thorofore  determined  to  assault  it  apoit  U)o  Mt  of  t^ 
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open  conntry,  where  it  was  iJiift'uded  by  two  great 
cre8<)eiit-ahiii>wl  walla.  In  order  to  divert  the  atten- 
tiou  of  tlie  lodiaDB,  and  niBke  tliem  believe  he  was 
going  upon  a  foraging  expedition,  the  brave  Jnan,  witll 
his  little  trooji,  took  a  direction  opposite  to  the  fortress. 
Be  had  cooiuienoed  his  m&roh  at  sunset;  by  night, 
however,  he  made  »  counter-march.  The  Indians 
uever  being  acciistomed  to  night  attacks,  were  igiioraot 
of  the  use  of  sentinels ,  thus  Jnan  found  the  utounWn 
passes  unprotecU.'d,  and  even  the  outer  gateway,  through 
which  he  and  his  cavulien  at  once  galloped  The 
opening,  however,  hfwl  been  left  nnguarded  purposely 
by  the  Pemvians,  who  thus  lioped  to  entrap  the  whole 
jiarty;  for  the  interior  court  was  crowded  with  ww- 
riura,  who  gallantly  welcomed  the  horaenen  with  a 
cloud  of  deadly  missiles.  Upon  setting  oat,  Junn  hod 
received  two  distinct  orders  from  his  brother;  the  one, 
not  to  attack  tlic  fortress  witil  nightfall,  the  other,  not 
Ui  adventure  his  own  pereon  in  the  fight,  for  a  severe 
wound  in  the  Jaw  prevented  him  from  putting  on  bta 
monon,  to  go  without  which  would  be  sheer  madness. 
Juan,  however,  either  smarting  nnder  the  retvption,  or, 
porhops.  remembering  that  the  Indians  had  no  such 
prot4M^ive  nnnniir,  onlcred  one-half  of  his  men  to  di^ 
mount  and  nrnko  a  breurh  in  the  walls.  This  wm 
elTected  in  tho  fnc«  of  »  temjMvt  of  stoiwa,  arrows,  and 
javi^lius,  from  which  no  nrmour  oould  protect  tliem. 
Still  undismayed,  and  as  Ids  men  fell  around  him, 
n^piaeiug  them  by  otlieni,  he  succeeded  in  making  a 
wide  breach,  when  the  cavalry  galloped  through,  riding 
down  all  before  them.  Thus  driven  back,  the  Indians 
took  refuge  upon  a  terrace,  commanded  by  the  hirgeat 
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tower,  where,  ralljing,  they  agnin  showered  Hiat  t 
Bilaa,  while  their  comrades  in  the  fortress  burlfd  dowi 
pieces  of  rock  and  timber.  This  but  whetted  I 
anldiir  of  Juan,  who,  cheeiing  hia  men,  sprang  forward 
upon  the  termce.  At  the  same  moment  he  was  stricka 
to  the  eftrth  by  a  huge  stone;  yet,  while  bleeding  ai 
prostrate,  he  continued  bo  to  animate  bis  men  that  tl 
terrace  was  carried  and  its  defenders  sLiin.  The  vieto^ 
waa  a  costly  one  to  the  Spaniards,  for  tbctr  ben 
leader  now  aulTercd  such  excruciating  aguny  &nin  l 
wound,  that  they  were  compelled  to  remove  him  1 
the  town  below,  where,  shortly  aAerwanii,  ha  i 
pired.  Thus  died,  if  not  the  greatest,  the  best  ■ 
most  knightly  of  the  Pizarros — a  hero  in  a  bad  o 
but  whose  escutcheon  was  clearer  from  the  stain  t 
cruelty  to  tlie  Indians  than,  perhaps,  anjr  one  of  tl 
conquerors  of  Peru. 

After  the  fall  of  his  brother,  Oonzalo  Pu»rro,  npc 
whom  the  cliief  command  had  devolved,  did  his  be 
to  continue  the  attack.  The  enemy,  bowcTer,  t 
ujwn  the  Spaniards  from  all  q<iart«:«  iii  stu^  i 
numbers  that  they  ware  compelled  to  draw  off  fi 
the  fortress. 

Never  were  they  in  a  more  critical  portion  d 
the  conquest  than  the  morning  tbllowing  Juau'g 
for  the  Inoa  had  sent  a  reinforcement  of  many  tJ 
sands  of  Indians,     Hernando,  however,  determinad  1 
lose  no  time,  left  the  town  in  charge  of  Ootmio,  il 
went  in  person  to  hesie^  the  fortreaaes.     After  Ml 
desperate  fighting  ho  succeeded  iu  taking  oae-  birtd 
other  and  most  formidable  was  defended  by  an  I 
lord     This  native  hero,  a  noble  in  peraon  as  in  ha 
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;  the  fitonn  strode  along  the  battleme&ta,  armed 
with  a  Spanish  bnckler  atid  cuirass,  bearing  in  his 
liaiida  a  huge  mace,  the  head  of  vhioh  was  studded 
with  points  of  copper;  and  with  this  terrible  weapon 
he  struck  down  all  who  attemptiMl  to  force  a  passage 
into  the  fortress ;  and  whenever  he  saw  one  of  his  own 
men  faltering,  ho  ulew  him  as  an  examplo  to  the  othcra, 
and  hurled  his  body  upon  the  besiegers.  Laddera  were 
planted  ag^nst  the  walls;  but  no  sooner  did  a  Spaniard 
gain  the  uppermost  round  than  he  was  thrown  to  the 
ground  by  the  Indian  chief.  His  activity  was  as  great 
UB  his  atrength,  for  he  was  everywhere  when  wanted. 
For  wuunda  he  cared  but  little,  for  he  mu  about  with 
two  arrows  in  biiu,  "  of  which,"  srvb  the  chronicler, 
"he  took  no  mure  account   than  if  they  were  not 

This  horoiam  m  attracted  the  admiration  of  Her- 
nando, that  he  gave  orders  that  he  should  not  he 
injured,  hut  takeu  alive  if  possible.  No  such  triumph, 
however,  was  reserved  for  the  Spaniards;  for,  finding 
all  further  iveislance  useless,  the  warrior,  a»  a  mgu  of 
despair,  taking  earth  in  his  hands,  bit  it  and  rubbed 
his  face  with  it,  then,  resolved  that  he  would  not  wit- 
ness the  triumph  of  the  nitUess  invaders  of  his  beloved 
country,  he  sprang  to  tie  edge  of  the  battlements, 
dashed  his  club  down  at  th«  besiegers,  and,  wrapping 
his  mantle  around  bim,  thmw  himiMlf  heKilliing  Iroui 
the  KummiL  "  He  died,"  nya  PreMXttt,  "  like  an  an- 
cient Roman.  Uo  had  struck  his  last  stroke  for  the 
freedom  of  his  country,  and  be  aoomed  to  survive  her 
dishonour," 

Disheartened  at  the  loss  of  the  fortre^  the  Feru- 
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virins  retired  from  tlieir  poaition  to  their  fortified 
catDprntints.  Still,  in  a  short  time  the  city  and  fortren 
iH.'oaine  almost  untenable  to  the  Spani&rdsj  for,  hemmeai 
round  as  tliey  were  by  the  nstJTes,  -who  poswMMcd  tha 
country,  tbey  could  hold  qo  coromumcation  with  their 
countrymen.  Indeed,  as  weeks  passed  and  no  i 
forcemeats  arrived,  the  latter  b^au  to  fear  that  tfaej 
had  betin  exterminated  in  the  geaerBl  rising  of  th« 
natives.  Aa  usud,  some  of  the  army  begged  of  iheit 
chief  to  let  tlicm  cut  their  way  throng;h  to  the  coast 
But  Heninndo,  more  than  ever  detennined  to  retaia 
his  hold  of  Cuax),  declared  that  he  wonld  remun  tb^n 
for  six  yeara  if  necesaary.  To  keep  np  the  spirits  at 
his  men,  however,  (tnd  alM  to  secure  sheep  and  ouux^ 
he  made  occasional  forays,  in  which,  as  was  ever  (li* 
cose,  the  natives  were  butchered  like  she^p.  This 
of  tliinga  had  lasted  for  montha,  when  the  Incs  agais-' 
laid  siege  to  the  city;  bat,  after  twenty  days,  it  being 
the  time  of  year  when  it  was  imperative  upon  tl«« 
Peruvians  to  make  certain  sacrificee,  be  withdrew  Ui 
troops,  and  then  Hernando  determined  to  attach  tfadi 
camp.  This  time,  with  a  cruelty  be  had  not  pninmulf' 
exhibited,  he  ordered  his  men  to  slay  eviaiy  wr 
they  met,  so  that  the  survivor*  would  not  dai«  to  cona 
and  attend  upon  their  husbands  and  sons — a  poller  thtt 
was  successful,  for  the  Indians,  fearing  to  lose  tluk. 
■wives,  did  not  resume  the  ei^e. 

As  month  aftor  month  passed  without  faringii^ 
tidings  of  the  Martiuis,  the  troops  became  convi  ~ 
that  their  general  must  be  in  a  idmilar  if  not  ^ 
plight  than  themselves,  at  which  their  despondso'r 
became  so  great  that  Hernando  kt^  them  omUiBiBlli 
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cni|iIoy(Kl  in  ekirmishing  with  Uie  enemy.  On  one  of 
tUeae  nccaeiona,  wheu  they  had  driren  back  n  column 
of  lodians,  they  found  two  large  bundles,  the  openiug 
of  which  seemed  to  cnafimk  their  wont  feani.  Ona 
contained  the  headH  of  six  BgmniiLrda,  the  other  a  num- 
ber of  letters.  One  of  the  bitter  was  from  the  euipreas 
to  the  governor  of  the  colony,  in  which  she  informed 
the  cotoniats  of  the  late  successes  of  Charles  V.  againat 
Barbarosaa  and  the  Turks.  They  also  fouud  other 
private  letters,  in  which  they  read  that  tho  Manjnis 
hod  srnt  succours  to  Ctizco.  To  elicit  further  p>u-ticu- 
]ars,  Hernando  caiiRed  xome  captives  to  be  put  to  tha 
torture,  Tlieae  men  told  him  that  large  retnfoivemmts 
lutd  been  sent  by  the  Marquis  at  diOerent  times,  but 
that  they  bad  all  bt«n  cut  off  in  the  mountain  [neurs; 
also,  that  the  Inoa  Mauoo  bad  in  his  possession  the 
beads  of  200  8|iHiiiiirda,  and  the  skiua  ot  ISO  h«r«% 
They  added,  also,  that  the  Marquis  had  departtnl  &om 
the  country. 

As  their  fears  were  now  oonfinndd,  they  resigned 
themselves  to  despair,  but  wore  again  aroniied  to  action 
by  HiTiinndo,  who  told  them  that,  iiven  if  the  account 
f^von  liy  tlie  men  were  true,  it  only  afforded  them  a 
btrttcr  opportunity  of  serving  their  king.  As  for  their 
murdered  comianions,  they  had  died  in  the  service  of 
their  God  and  tlie  di-feiiou  of  those  klngilums;  and  ta 
long  and  enmestly  did  tills  brave  and  detvnuined 
leader  exhort  his  tnv>{w  to  ivUin  poteiesaou  uf  the 
capital,  awaiting  thesuccour  (which,  he  adnuttcd,  might 
even  be  yearn  before  it  arrived),  that  ultimately  tbi^, 
one  and  all,  aoqniesoed. 

There  was  some  truth  in  the  accouutft  given  by  the 
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captive  Indians.  The  rebellian  had  spreaA  ave 
those  portions  of  the  land  occupied  bj  the  Christ 
and  80  well  had  the  general  rising  been  planned,  tl 
burst  forth  nearly  simultaneoualj,  and  those  cdo 
who  were  living  in  careless  security  on  tlieir  ea 
were  ruthlessly  massacred,  to  the  numbei  of  se 

I  hundreds.     One  native  army  had  besieged  y<inTit, 

another  Lima.  The  ground,  however,  at  the  1 
place  being  so  flat  that  the  cavalry  could  mana 
with  case,  the  Marquis  speedily  scattered  the  In< 

I  like  chaff  before  the   wind      About   the   same 

Pizarro,  hearing  of  the  state  of  Cuzco,  made  every  c 
to  relieve  it  He  sent  four  different  parties  of 
each,  chiefly  cavalry ;  but  not  one  succeeded  in  reac 
the  capital.  The  Peruvians  permitted  them  to  adv 
into  the  passes,  and  then  hurled  down  missiles 
fragments  of  rock  on  their  heads.  In  some  insta 
not  a  man  escaped,  in  others  a  few  stragglers  < 
survived  to  return  to  the  general  at  Lima. 

Such  news  as  this,  and  months  elapsing  wit] 
bringing  a  messenger  from  his  brother  Hernando,  crea 
so  gi^eat  a  constei-nation  in  the  garrison  at  Lima,  that 
soldiers  openly  proposed  to  Pizarro  to  sieze  the  vee 
that  rode  at  anchor  in  the  port,  and  fly  to  Pana 
The  Marquis  was  not  the  man  to  listen  to  sue 
dastanlly  scheme.  He  who  had  led  and  fought  v 
his  men  through  such  temble  dangers  would  not  de 
them  at  such  a  juncture.  -To  quiet  the  nerves,  h 
ever,  of  the  timid,  he  despatched  them  with  lett 
written  by  his  secretary,  to  the  Governors  of  Pana: 
Nicaragua,  Guatemala,  and  Mexico,  praying  th< 
upon  tbevc  \o^«X\»^  \o  xXvwa  ^ftN^tftV^jgoi^  to  send   1 
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immediate  aid.  To  Pedro  de  Alrarado,  wlioso  pre- 
sence  in  Peru  some  lime  befiire  had  caused  bim  auch 
alarm,  he  wrote,  saying,  that  if  he  vonld  come  to  hia 
reecue,  he  should  not  only  share  his  conqu<«t3,  but,  if 
he  so  desired,  he  would  leave  him  the  land  of  Peru,  and 
return  himself  to  Panama  or  Spain.  Pizairu  must 
indeed  have  given  up  all  hope  of  holding  his  position 
in  the  land  of  tlie  lucas  to  have  offered  auch  tenuB, 

The  position  in  which  the  Spaniards  nt  Cuxco  wera 
DOW  placed  tested  to  their  fullest  extent  the  energiea 
and  abilities  of  their  chief;  for.  while  tlicy  were  begirt 
by  a  uumorouB  and  savage  enemy,  who  liad  resolvisd 
upon  exterminating  them,  they  had  not  tlie  slight**! 
hope  of  relief,  believing,  aa  they  now  did,  that  the 
whole  of  their  countrymen  had  been  either  muttsacred 
or  driven  from  the  land.  Still  Hernando  Pizarro  roae 
with  the  occaaion ;  each  day,  aa  the  aiege  continued,  he 
became  more  daring,  resolute,  and  fruitful  in  resourocB. 
Two  things  were  all-important — to  keep  his  troops  in 
spirits  and  in  food.  Thus  scarcely  a  day  passed  with- 
out a  fray,  in  which,  aa  usual,  large  nnmbcra  of  the 
Indians  were  killed  and  provisions  acquired  It  liad 
ever  been  the  policy  of  tlie  Spaniards  in  the  New 
World  to  conquer  by  striking  terror  Into  tlie  InduinR; 
BO  Hi.Tnando,  who  won  by  no  means  given  to  practices 
of  wantun  cruelty — nay,  waa  known  to  bo  kindly  dis- 
]io8Kd  to  the  natives — having,  in  one  of  his  expeditions, 
taken  4(>0  prisoner,  ho  ordered  their  right  hands  to  be 
cut  off*,  and  in  that  miaerable-  plight  sent  back  to  their 
ronntrymen.  One  historian  tella  ua  that  this  cruel  act 
bad  the  desired  effect,  for  it  caused  the  Iocs  to  break 
up  his  garrisons  and  retire  for  a  time  tram  the  rim 
fact,  however,  sectna  to  be,  that  tba  t 
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pUntJiig  had  arrired,  and  Manco  knew  fl 
troopB  (who  bad  been  drawn  from  the  a{ 
population)  were  to  let  it  pcisB,  a  fomine  mi 
he  therefore  sent  the  greater  piart  of  his  fore 
their  labours  in  the  field,  and  with  the  remain 
to  Tambo,  a  fortified  town  soiitli  of  the  rallej 
Hemnndo,  knowing  that  the  labours  of  th( 
finished,  the  Peruvians  would  resume  tht 
greater  force,  resolveil  to  attack  the  fortress 
and,  if  possible,  to  seize  the  person  of  Manoo. 
eighty  of  hia  best  horsemen,  with  a  small  < 
infantry,  he  made  a  detour  through  Hm 
defiles  so  Btealthily  that  he  arrived,  as  h»T 
the  fortress  before  bis  advanoe  could  have  beoi 
to  the  garrison.  The  palace  was  oiach  ato 
Hernando  htvl  eii^ected  to  find  it,  being  p]fl 
lofty  hill,  which  rendered  it  impregnable  O 
but  one.  The  latt«r,  the  quick  eye  of  the  ft 
Boon  discerned.  To  attain  it  they  passed  a4 
Having  forded  the  stream  without  mola^ 
apparently  without  having  even  drawn  the  c 
the  enemy,  they  began  the  ascent  of  tbe  alo] 
It  was  daybreak.  The  grassy  gronad  rcn 
Advancing  ateps  noiseless,  and  the  gatxiao 
dently  still  buried  in  sleep.  So  far  all  was 
at  least,  so  thought  the  BpanJarda.  Bnt  b 
they  reached  within  bow-shnt  of  the  foi 
thousands  of  armed  Peruvians  rose  abore  i 
with  tbe  Inca,  lance  in  hand,  and  oa  oa«  tH 
horses,  directing  his  troops;  at  the  aan^ 
came  such  a  Khower  of  misailsii,  stonei^  M 
arrows,  t\uA  'Cs.e  (Saij^i'ed  Spaniards  f  " 
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tliuy  find  how  well  tlie  Pernviiuis  liad  l>eeii  prei)a«-cl  fur 
tliem.  The  base  of  the  slope  was  flooded  by  the  waters 
of  the  river.  This  the  enemy  had  effected  by  opening 
the  eluices,  and  bo  diverted  it  from  ite  bed.  No  time 
was  to  bo  lost.  A  retreat  was  sounded,  and  the 
Spaniards  fled  across  the  river  aa  best  they  coiild,  pur- 
sued by  the  luca's  troops  to  the  very  walls  of  Cximo. 
How  refreshing  it  is  to  rend  of  an  agntH  a  victory  gninrd 
by  the  ill-fated  Peruviuns  over  their  reniorseleMt  con- 
querors I  But  it  was  the  last  triumph  of  the  chihJrea 
of  the  sun. 

AfUiT  this  defeat  a  petty,  bnt  hamueiog,  warfare  was 
kejit  up  between  the  Spaniards  and  Peruvians,  by 
which,  in  time  probably,  the  former  might  have  been 
e][t«rmiuated,  but  fur  a  new-comer  upon  the  field.  Of 
this  fresh  arrival  Hernando  firat  received  intelligence 
from  some  Indian  captives,  who  said  that  the  onp-eye<l 
go>-emor  {Almagro)  was  at  hand,  with  fiOO  men ;  tliat 
he  was  the  fnnnd  of  their  Inca,  nnd  intended  to  oomn 
and  kilt  all  the  Spaniards  in  Cuxco. 

With  what  joy  would  Hentundo  Hmm>  have  heard 
of  the  coming  of  BOO  of  his  countrymen  under  any 
other  leader;  but  ho  hated  Almagro,  for  he  knew  that 
chief  pretended  to  an  equal  share  nf  power  with  hJs 
brother  the  Maiquis.  Moreovor,  he  feared  Uiut  the  old 
aoldier  bad  the  will  tad  the  means  to  tmr  from  his 
grasp  the  capital,  which  he  Knd  his  brave  num  had  so 
many  months  defi-nd«d  against  the  whole  force  of  tlw 
luca;  and  these  fean  beoune  verified,  fur,  soon  aft«r, 
he  reeeived  certun  iuteJUgenee  that  the  Marshal  was 
«ueaiii[)ed  some  seven   leagues  distant,  and  in  oom- 
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[  Most  disastrous  was  the  expedition  of  Almagro 

bis  {Mirty  to  Chili.     Like  all  their  conntiymen, 
had  been  their  chief  object     But,  instead,  they 
with  toil,  suffering,  disease,  starvation,  and  deatL 
some  places  so  intense  was  the  cold  that  numbers 
their  finger  nails,  and  some  even  their  limbs;  ot 
were  blinded  by  the  snow.     As  for  hunger,  so  g 
was  its  pressure  that  those  who  perished  by  the 
were  devoured  by  the  miserable  survivors.     These 
ferings  seemed  to  render  them  more  ferocious,  for  t 
burned  and  destroyed  whole  villages,  and  chaining 
natives  together,  in  parties  of  ten  or  twelve,  used  tl 
as  beasts  of  burden,  and  that  too  until  thej  fell  d 
in  their  chains  from  exhaustion.     It  has  been  said 
favour  of  Almagro  that  he  tried  in  vain  to  prev 
these  heart-rending  cruelties ;  but  then  he  at  one  tii 

,  for  the  nmusacre  of  three  of  his  men,  caused  no  1 

than  thirty  Indian  chiefs  to  be  burned  alive.  Wl 
the  Spaniards  reached  Coquimbo,  about  the  thirti< 
degree  of  south  latitude,  he  rested  to  refresh  his  troo 
and  in  the  interim  sent  a  large  party  to  explore  1 
country  to  the  south. 

While  halting,  Almagro  was  joined  by  one  of  1 
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chief  officore,  named  Eodrigo  de  Orgoflez,  at  the  head 
of  a  party  who  had  beeii  li:tt  beliiud  with  orders  to 
follow.  Oi^iiez  brought  with  him  the  royal  warrant 
that  coulerred  ujwn  Almagro  hin  new  powers  and 
territorial  juriadictiou,  but  which  had  been  kept  back  as 
long  u  possible  fay  the  PizarrDs,  whose  policy  it  was  to 
retain  it  in  their  own  hands  until  the  Marshal  should 
have  become  too  deeply  engaged  in  the  coiiqitest  of 
Chili  lightly  to  return. 

When  the  coutentH  of  the  royal  docnment  btwame 
known  to  the  troopx,  and  they  found  that  their  geuenl'ii 
authority  extended  as  far  as  270  degrees  south  of  the 
River  Santiago,  they  declared  that  tho  capital,  Ouxoo, 
was  included  witliin  the  territory  named  in  the  war- 
rant; and,  di^iisted  with  the  toils  and  siifieiings  tliey 
hud  hitherto  undergone,  they  clamoured  to  be  led  bock 
to  that  city,  which,  they  declared,  was  wrongfully  held 
by  tile  Pizarroa.  "It  will  be  better,**  they  eoid,  "to 
go  at  once  and  take  poaesdon  of  those  cunifortahlf 
quarters  than  to  wander  Uke  outcasts  in  the  wilder- 
neiis."  They  then  reminded  their  chief  that  Ju  Ciuco 
he  conld  better  jirovide  for  his  Ulegitiniat«  son,  Oiq^, 
of  whom  they  knew  he  wtta  devotedly  fond.  Thew 
were  urgent  rcasoutt;  but  when,  after  two  months'  ab- 
sence, the  exploring  party  retunied,  bringing  dismaJ 
accounts  of  the  country  to  the  sonth,  he  no  tonger 
hesitated,  but  led  them  back  to  Arequija,  a  town 
about  sixty  leugucn  from  Cuzco.  Those  Spaniorda,  an 
greedy  for  thi'  precious  metahi,  knew  not  that  the 
miserable  country  which  they  aoomed  for  its  apparent 
inability  to  yieJd  them  richea,  held  in  its  bosom  n 
(tfnlTarl 
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At  Artxinipn  the  marshal  fint  heard  of  the 
rrction'  of  the  FeruviaoB  and  the  siege  of  Cui 
hoiinl,  nlw,  tluit  the  Inra  Blanco  C«pec  mu  e 
ntiir  tho  capitnl.  Then  it  was  that  Almagro  i 
firwt  rent  in  the  nolpmn  oath  he  had  takcu  witl 
ci>iiinuli\  Pizami,  hj  eencling  au  eiubwisy  to  t 
]in)[ioNiug  an  iiiten-iew,  with  the  inti'ation  of 
AH  idliaim-  between  their  two  forces  for  the  jh 
■Irit'iiig  Ihi-  PizarroB  from  Ciixco. 

Manco,  having  oiico  iK-en  upon  friendly  tei 
Ahuiigro.  liiw]>it«blyn.-ccived  the  envovrs  and  a 
the  Vftlu  rif  Yuniy  fnr  the  meeting.  T]ie  Mats! 
iiiK-hiilf  liis  forco,  about  5U0  men,  advaiicvil 
IjIucii  of  ri'iiJen'oiw,  ordering  the  other  haJi'  t 
til  I 'rcos,  alioiit  Nil:  leagiiM  front  Cusco. 

Almiit  thix  timi'  Hemnudo  Piairru,  liaving  h 
HuqirJKiti^  niTcs  of  Aliuiijiro'a  rt'tiim,  cainie 
Uixtw  with  It  i>arty  of  cavubr,  and  demADdi*d 
the  iubiitioiiH  of  the  MnrHhuL  The  confen-nce 
till!  ollic-crji  iif  the  mumsite  camps  must  havi 
wiiui!  time,  fur  the  Pi-niviauH,  obserrini;  the  two 
togi'thiT,  mill  Iwlieviiif;  treachery  iiitentlt-d 
thnnm-lvps,  luinniunicati.'d  their  siu[)ieion»  to  tl 
Maneo,  liiiving  no  rrtiMiu  to  believe  in  the  fuitli 
8[iauianl.  hut  iimiiy  in  hiH  treachery,  at  oml-c  ] 
an  nttticlc  ii|m>ii  Aliangro.  Tliia  the  Pemviau 
ciirrii-d  out  ly  sii'ldciily  fnliing  upon  tlic  anny 
iHtUr  in  till- valley  of  Yucay  with  15,000  men, 
tierce  buttle  eiiKued  Ttut  with  Hitch  desjierati 
the  enraged  Sjiiiiiiai-'lH  tl^'Jit,  that  the  Inea,  after 
struggle,  WHS  driven  back  with  the  loss  of  the 
of  his  troojis.     Afti-r  thi*  action,  Almagro  join 


other    division    at    Urcos,    and    prepored    to    enter 

The  Marahal  deeming  it  neceseary,  or  politic,  to  enter 
the  cit;  with  eomo  show  of  legality,  sent  an  cmbas^ 
to  tho  civil  officers,  requiring  them  to  reoognize  his 
anthority  as  governor,  at  the  same  time  presenting  a 
copy  of  tlm  royal  wonanL  The  groaud  upon  which 
be  made  hia  claim  wna,  thnt  Ouzco  waa  within  the 
limita  of  the  territory  a^signi-d  to  liioL  As,  however, 
an  accurate  survey  of  the  country  liad  not  then  been 
made,  and  the  division- line  wns  near  to  the  disputed 
ground,  the  authoritiea.  in  fear  alike  of  the  I'iziirrott  and 
Almugro,  declined  giving  a  decision  until  they  had 
taken  counsel  with  certniu  pilots  belter  inHtmcted  tlian 
themselves;  but,  in  the  interim,  tliey  ]iro|)osed  a  trace. 
This  being  accepted,  each  leader  solemnly  engaged  to 
tvmniu  peaceably  in  his  own  quailera. 

We  have  seen  the  estimation  in  which  the  most 
Boleniu  oqUis  were  held  by  these  cavaliem  So  when, 
shurtly  afterwards,  it  becanio  known  to  Almogru  thnt 
the  Marquis  hai)  deit[>alche(l  Alonzo  do  Alvatado  with 
a.  budy  of  troops  to  the  relief  of  Cuzco,  he  iveolvcd 
upon  seizing  the  city  at  once.  A  dark,  utonny  night 
(April  8,  1537)  was  chosen.  The  Marshal  and  hw 
troops  entered  the  city  without  opposition,  and  m 
suddenly  end  unexpectedly,  that  even  Heruondu. 
GonzaUi  Piarro,  and  about  Efteeu  or  twenty  of  the 
chief  oHicen,  were  acized  and  placed  in  couliiteracnt 
withoat  much  difficulty.  Finding  himself  mnstcr  of 
tbe  capital,  the  Marshal  sent  on  officer  toAh'anidD,  who 
iiod  advanced  ns  for  as  Xaiuca,  informing  him  of  hia 
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liim  as  its  lawful  roaster.  But,  fiuthful  to  his  staodanl, 
Alvarudo  aetit  the  envoy  iu  cbajos  to  the  Marquis  at 
Lima. 

Indignant  at  this  insult  to  his  officer,  the  bot-headed 
old  Marshal  at  once  prepared  to  march  against  the  con- 
tumacious captain.  But  what  was  to  be  done  with  the 
PizorroH  during  his  absence  from  the  capital!  Thin 
was  a  Gerious  dilficultj. 

"  Strike  off  their  heads  at  once,"  advised  hie  bvonrita 
lieutenant,  Orgouez,  adding,  "  for  while  they  live  your 
life  wiU  never  be  aafe,"  and  "  deod  men  never  bite." 

Almagro  hated  Hernando,  but  he  had  once  love^ 
and  even  then  feared,  the  Marquis  too  much  to  wis^ 
hy  such  a  course,  to  make  the  breach  between  thOB 
irrevocable;  ao  he  contented  himself  with  leaving  lltf 
brothers  under  a  strong  guard  in  the  House  of  the  Sno. 
The  Marshal,  at  the  head  of  a  large  force,  in  whidl 
there  were  some  thoueauda  of  Indians  under  Pmil]<ik 
the  brother  of  Manco,  whom  Almagro  luul  pland  in 
the  Incarial  throne,  met  Alvarado  at  a  river  called  Um 
Abancay,  and,  through  the  treacheiy  of  one  of  U«l 
captain's  chief  officers,  Almugro  fell  upon  Uitn  so  nd- 
denly  and  unexpectedly,  that  Alvarada  and  his  amif 
were,  after  a  short  but  fierce  encounter,  doJ'«xt«Ml  and 
taken  prisonera. 

While  these  events  had  been  transpiring,  the  Muqaii 
bad  been  awaiting  at  Lima  the  reinforcenitiuts  be  W 
demanded  of  the  different  colonial  govemom.  He  v» 
not  disappointed.  Espinosa,  the  man  who  had  n^ 
plied  De  Lnquc  with  money,  and  who  was  therefMt 
one  of  the  original  partners  in  the  conquesti  brmigbt  *■ 
corps  of  2oO  men;  while  from  hia  kinsnum,  Corta^l^ 
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conqueror  of  Mexico,  he  received  a  Tcssel  laden  with 
provisions,  miljtaty  Htoreg,  and  a  costly  wardrobe  tor 
himaelC  Tlius  reinfon^,  the  MarquU  began  bia 
march  to  the  relief  of  his  brother  Hernando.  Before, 
however,  he  had  advanced  far,  he  heard  of  the  retoro  of 
Almagro,  the  leizure  of  the  capital,  and  the  imprison- 
ment of  his  brothers.  Aiiirmed  iit  these  successes  of  hia 
rival,  and  fearing  an  attack  upon  Lima,  he  returned  to 
put  that  city  in  B  state  of  defenc*.  While  thus  engaged 
in  preparing  for  war,  he  H>nt  EspinOHa  to  negotiate 
with  Almagro.  Unfortunately,  during  this  negotiatioD, 
Espinoaa,  who  vas  a  wise  and  honourable  man,  and  a 
peace-tuuker,  died,  and  the  enemies  of  the  PitamM 
about  the  pcrmn  of  the  Morslml,  had  sufficient  in- 
fltuMicc  to  persuade  him  to  stop  all  treaties,  and  proceed 
at  once  to  the  coast,  tA  plant  thera  a  seaport  colony 
similar  to  Lima. 

Before,  however,  setting  out  upon  thia  eiipedition, 
OrgoAet  went  in  jmrsuit  of  the  loca  Manco,  whom  he 
drove  from  his  fortren  of  Tuiubo  into  the  f&stnewos  of 
tlie  Andea.  Upon  his  return  this  otHcor  again  ui'gad 
ujwn  Almagro  the  neceosity  nf  striking  off  thn  h^ods  of 
the  Pizarro*,  and  this  time  he  would  probtibly  haT« 
ancceedcd  but  for  Diego  AI^Hmdo,  the  brother  of  the 
celebrated  Peflro,  or  Tonatinh  of  the  nmiiucst  of 
Mexico.  This  cnvalier,  being  a  man  of  noble  birtH 
and  mind,  argued  tlmt  sncli  on  act  would  ruin  thft 
Marshal  by  the  indignation  it  would  exrit«  at  th« 
court  of  Sjiain.  Greatly  cbugrinifd  that  hU  chief 
would  not  destroy  the  Pibutob,  Orgouen  told  the 
maraljal  a  day  would  cone  when  he  would  repent 
thia  miatakon  lenity.      "A  Piiarro,"  ho  said. 


442    FECP9  BETWEEN  TflK 

never  known  to  forget  an  injiu;;  and  tltat  irliich 
they  bad  already  receiired  from  Almagro  wbb  loo 
dwp  for  tliem  to  foi-give."  The  result  was  that 
Almagi-o  ordered  GoiuhIo  Pizarro  and  tlte  otlier 
prisoners  to  be  detained  in  Cuzco  under  a  strong 
guard,  and  that  Hernando  should  accompany  the 
army  nudor  the  chai^  of  twenty  horsemen. 

It  was  in  August  that  Almagro  arrived  at  the  vale 
of  Oliincha,  upon  the  coast,  and  at  once  set  about  build- 
ing a  town  that  bhould  rival  Lima;  but  while  ttiua 
employed,  he  received  news  that  Goozalo  Pizairo  and 
Atonzo  de  Alvamdo  had,  by  bribing  their  guarda,  escaped 
from  Gazco.  OrgoBea  ao  fanned  his  rage,  by  in«mut- 
ing  tliat  but  for  his  ill-advised  lenity  this  could  not 
liave  happened,  that  he  would  at  once  have  pnt  Hoi> 
nando  to  death.  Fortunately,  however,  for  that  cap-, 
tain,  hia  brother  Pizarro  Lad  juat  sent  a  proposition  to 
Almagro,  that  a  friar  named  Francisco  de  Bovadilk 
(trusted  by  both)  should  be  appointed  nmpire  to  dttdds  ■ 
between  them  where  the  territories  of  the  one  bcfjan, 
and  those  of  the  other  ended.  To  this  Almagro  agreedi 
and  an  interview  between  the  two  governors  was  ar- 
ranged.    Thus  was  the  life  of  Hernando  saved. 

The  meeting  took  place  at  Mala  ujMn  the  19th  ft 
No-i-ember,  1537.  So  Iianghty,  however,  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  Marquis,  that  the  Slarslial,  suspecting' 
treachery,  abruptly  quitted  the  apartment,  jnraptd 
into  his  saddle,  and  galloped  baok  to  his  own  tjiiarten. 
After  Almagro'a  departure  tJie  friar  gavo  his  awai^. 
He  deeided  that  a  skilful  pilot  should  be  sent  to  maka 
a  snrvey.  In  the  meantime,  Cuzco  was  to  be  delivend 
up  \)y  A\jis6'^,  li^'i'  "^ewiwdjo  Pizarro  to  be  Sot  at 
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liberty,  on  condition  of  hie  teuving  the  camp  in  n'lx 
weeks  for  Spiuii. 

TliU  decision  so  cnragt^d  tlie  friends  of  Almagro  tbat 
lliey  deuumded  the  head  of  Hernando,  and  would  have 
obtnined  it  but  for  the  good  offices  of  Alvarado,  whose 
influence  over  the  mind  of  the  Marshal  woa  consider- 
ablft 

The  Marquis,  finding  ho  had  gone  too  far,  and 
that  the  life  of  hit)  brother  was  in  the  utmost  danger, 
so  far  met  Almagro  oa  to  agree  tliat  if  Hernando 
went  set  at  lilwrty  he  should,  us  originally  stipulated, 
be  Ncnt  back  to  8|iHin,  and  Cukh)  should  remain  in  the 
liauds  of  Almagru. 

Agreeing  to  this,  Almagro,  in  order  to  do  honour  to 
Ilia  prJMint^r,  wi'iit  in  [leison  to  release  him,  at  the  same 
time  iiayiii}^  tliat  he  hup«d  all  piisl  dilferences  woiild 
be  forgotten,  and  that  henceforth  tliey  should  live  only 
in  the  i-ecolloction  of  thoir  ancient  frioiKhdiip.  To 
which  Hemnmlo  replied,  "  that  ho  dwiiixl  notliiug  bet- 
ter;" and  solenitJy  pictlgrd  his  kiiightly  honour  that 
be  would  comply  wilh  the  terms  u|)ou  which  ho  had 
tx-eu  releueccl  The  Marnhal  then  led  him  to  his  quar- 
tt-'ts,  where  he  ])artook  of  a  oollutiun  in  comjiany  with 
his  chief  oIEcits,  After  which  Diego  Almagro  and 
some  ollicera  accompanied  him  to  his  brother's  cump. 
The  party  was  received  most  cordially  hy  the  Marquia, 
who  treatud  all  with  conrt4isy,  but  lavished  gi-oat  atten- 
tion upon  Diego,  the  son  of  his  ancient  comrade.  All 
of  which  being  reported  to  llie  Marshal,  it  left  no  donht 
ID  tlio  mind  of  that  leader  that  all  dit<puU!a  were  at 
length  amimbly  settled — a  proof  sufficient  that,  with 
all  bis  experience,  Almagro  knew  no  more  of  IHujna 
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tlian  wbeti,  at  the  nutset  of  their  enteqirisc,  be  had 
entnisted  bim  to  make  terms  with  the  coni't  of  Spsin. 

enei^tic  in  plans  of  treachery  aa  in  coni^nest,  the 
Marquis  had  no  sooner  parted  from  the  jonng  Almagro  I 
and  his  comijanion.'i,  than  he  called  his  little  army  to- 
gether, and  addressing  tbeni,  recapitulated  the  wronga 
that  he  and  his  hrother  had  suffered  at  the  faanda  of 
the  Mai'i^hul  Almagro  and  his  folioweia.  The  time, 
he  added,  was  now  come  for  revenge ;  but,  aa  he ' 
too  old  for  campaigning,  Lis  brother  should  lead  them. 
He  then  released  Hernando  from  his  engagementa  t« 
Almagro,  and  his  knightly  brother,  after  some  affected 
reluctance,  accepted  the  release  upon  the  grounds  of 
ts  necessity  for  the  service  of  his  brother  and  king. 

T)ie  Marquis  then  sent  a  message  to  Almngro,  wbo 
had  retired  to  a  valley  named  Zangalla,  warning  him 
that  their  lute  treaty  was  at  an  end,  and  that  if  he  i 
not  relinquish  all  claim  upon  Cuzco,  and  retire  within 
the  limits  of  his  own  territory,  he  must  take  the  coose- 
quenccs.     Bitter  were  the  feelings  of  the  Marshal  i 

weipt  of  thia  message.  By  rejecting  the  counsel 
of  Orgonez  and  releasing  Heruando,  he  bad  tbrowa 
away  the  l>eet  caid  in  his  hand,  more  esi>eci»liy  aa  he 
now  discovered  that,  even  during  the  negotiations,  tliu 
false  Marquia  had  been  preparing  a  powerful  forcv, 
which  was  to  be  led  by  his  late  prisoner,  the  most  for- 
midable warrior  in  the  New  World,  To  add  to  lii> 
difficulties,  he  was  also  suffering  from  a  malady  M 
grievous  that  he  was  compelled  to  confide  the  ninnage- 
ment  of  bis  affairs  into  the  hands  of  his  lieutenant, 
Orgofiex.  When,  after  a  toilsome  march,  during  vhidt 
^.Almagro    %«&    c«m«^  Sro.  «.    litter,    the    Almagristfr 
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reached  Cukco,  their  first  care  was  to  strengtlien  the 
fortiticatione  in  readiness  for  an  attack.  About  ten 
days  ailer  their  arrival,  itewa  arrived  that  Uemando 
was  within  a  few  leagues  of  the  capital.  A  council  of 
war  was  called.  Sorao  were  for  standing  a  siege;  but 
th«  Hunilial,  whose  experience  of  the  PIzarros  should 
have  taught  him  better,  proposed  opening  another 
negotiation. 

"Negotiate I  It  is  too  lat&  You  have  liberated 
Hernando  Fizarro,  and  nothing  remains  but  to  fight 
him,"  bluntly  exclaimed  Oi^onez;  concluding  hy  another 
proposition,  viz.,  that  they  should  march  out  and  give 
the  enemy  battle  on  the  plaiuB.  This  plan  was  accepted; 
and  an  Almagro  was  too  ill  to  sit  on  hia  horse,  the  chief 
command  was  given  to  Orgofiez,  who,  without  loss  of 
time,  mustered  the  troops,  and  took  up  his  ponition  at 
a  place  called  Las  Salinas—"  The  Salt  Pita,"  Notwith- 
standing the  Rav^e  nature  of  thin  man,  which  led  him 
to  advise  Alniagro  to  assassinate  his  prisouer,  Her- 
nando, he  seems  to  have  conscientiously  believed  in  the 
justice  of  his  cause;  for,  before  setting  out  from  Ciizco 
to  meet  Hernando  Piarro,  ho  fell  upon  his  knees  in  the 
presence  of  hia  chief,  and  invoked  the  Creator  to  give 
him  victory  or  death,  as  the  cause  for  which  he  was 
about  to  fight  was  righteous  or  unjust 

Upon  reaching  the  salt  pita,  Orgofiez  found  Her- 
nando's army  drawn  up  on  the  other  side  of  thn  royal 
road  of  the  Incas,  which  passed  through  the  pLaina.  It 
WM9  the  most  chivalrouH  battle-field  that  bad  ever  be«n 
•een  in  the  New  World,  for  the  antagonists  were  well 
matched  in  arms  and  the  science  of  war.  In  fact,  the 
bntTNt  and  beet-tried  warriors  of  Spain  were  about  ta 


teat  each  othei'a  atrangtli  hand  to  b&nd,  face  to  taxa. 
There  were  thousanda  of  Indian  iillies  on  either  side; 
but  these  did  little  more  than  gaze  from  the  heights 
ugion  the  contest  beueatb,  feeling,  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  wliicliever  side  conquered,  so  long  as  a  great 
daughter  ensued,  it  muat,  in  the  end,  advantage  their 
common  country.     The  rumours  of  the  coming  trial 
between    the    Fizarrists    and   the  Almagiists    having 
spread  over  the  siirrouuding  country,  the  mountaina 
and  heights  were  covered  with  natives,  and  autnbera  of 
Gaatilian  women,  who  had  thronged  out  of  Cuxco  to 
witness  the  dreadful  contest  between  their  hretiirea 
.    and  kindred.     Uigonez  and  his  thi'ee  hundred  cavalry 
I    wore  witite  vests  over  their  armour.     Hernando  wora 
I    a  vest  of  orange  {himask,  and  in  his  helmet  a  bUl  wbita 
feather,  that  he  might  be  known,  not  only  by  his  ovrn 
men,  but  by  the  enemy,  to  whom  he  had  sent  a  deocrip- 
tion  of  his  dress. 
[        Mass  having  been    performed,   Hernando    ae&t   & 
I    formal  demaud  to  Orgonez  to  relinquiEh  posaeflsiou  ot 
[    the  city  of  Cuzco.     The  reply  to  this  was  the  opening 
I  of  Orgotlez'a  artilleiy  upon  the  PizarriBto,  and  thus  the 
I  battle  commenced.     The  war-criiis  were  shouted — "For 
I  the  king  and  Pizarro,"  "  for  tbe  king  and   ATmHgnv." 
[   Then   came   the   continued   roaring   of  arUUciy  utd 
i   arquebuses,   the    shock  of   cavalry    against    canary. 
.    Desperate  and  bloody  was  the  contest;  the  two  chie&^ 
Hernando  and   Orgonez,  were    to   be    seen    perform- 
ing prodigies  of  valour,    and  seeking   to    meet  tatit 
<   other.     Several  knights  had  the  brave  iientonant  slsin, 
I  mistaking   them,   by  their  ai-mour  and   plumes,  fiir 
I  Pimrro ;  AivA  aX  Xbh^IOq  \ic  vos  stricken  from  liia  hocsa 
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m  an  arqueLuse.     He  was  Bpe«<lilf  wir- 

[ounded  by  the  enemy;  but  still  he  refused  to  deliver 

Wvp  his  sword  to  any  under  the  rank  of  a  knight.     "Ib 

■  tiier«  not  one  present t"  bcHsked.    There  waa  not  one: 

I'lmt  a  fellow,  named  Fucntes,  a  menial  iti  the  service  of 

ro,  presenting  himself  to  the  fallen  chief  as  the 

ejtresentative  of  liis  mHster,  Orgofiez  gave  up  the 

mpon,  whcu  the  daatanl  drew  his  diigger  and  struck 

Tiim  to  the  heart     The  head  of  the  idain  knight  was 

then  stricken  off,  and  displayed  in  the  square  of  Cukco 

as  thr  h«id  of  a  traitor.     "  Thus,"  remarkii  Freacott, 

"  frll  as  loyal  a  cavalier,  as  decided  in  council,  and  ea 

bold  in  Bctinn,  aaevercn>aBed  to  the  ahonsi of  America." 

During  the  action  the  bmve  old  Almagro,  too  feeble 

for  the  Niddle,  sat  reclining  in  a  litter  upon  a  neigh- 

rtwuring  height     But,  seeing  the  defeat  of  his  troops, 

l^ht  mounted  a  mule  and  Sed  towards  tlie  fortrcM  ol 

He  was,  however,  speedily  overtaken  by  lua 

nlea,  who  placed  him  in  irooa,  and,  taking  him  tn 

e  capital,  threw  him  into  the  dangeou  foi-merly  occu- 

I  hy  the  Pizarros.     Well  hud  OrgoQei  propheaed 

Uie  conwijurnccB  of  lenity  to  a  Pizarro. 

Terrible  had  been  the  slaughter  during  that  fierce 

oont«t4;  but  the  aceu™  Ihut  followe<l  were  oven  more 

'    horrible,  for  Iho  Piairrista  at  every  turn  murdered  their 

fflying  taieunea  in  cold  blood.     Their  hatred  seemed  in- 

*»tiable.     Pedro  de  Lcrmn.,  one  of  Almagro'a  offi<wr». 

whih.  lying  wounded  and  ■>  prisonrv.  was  visitwi  by  a 

Piuirrisl  aoldicr  whom  lie  Lad  once  cha»tisi«d  for  diao- 

bedience.    This  fiend,  approaching  tl,«  couch,  told  hw 

old  officw  that  ho  had  come  to  waah  out  the  iiiaidt  Ui 

I  blood;  Mid,  «fl  he  «pok<%  BtohlwJ  l''"  ^  ^'*'  '"*'*■ 
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I  For  five  yeara  tfaia  miscreanb  lived,  to  openly  boast  of 

I  ibe  dEurtardlf  deed  aa  the  t«paratioa  of  his  hon€Mir. 

]  But,  near  the  end  of  that  period,  the  Qovemor  <^ 

Puerto  Viego,  feeling  that  lie  und  the  community  at 

lai^  were  insulted  by  this  boasting,  caused  him  to  be 

hanged. 

Having  poaBesMon  of  the  capital,  Hernando  Fharro't 
first  Bt«p  was  to  give  up  the  richly-stored  qunrtera  of 
Almagro  and  hia  partizana  to  the  mercy  of  hia  greedy 
followers.  The  next  was  to  play  the  part  of  the  hypo- 
crite by  visiting  the  Marahal  and  assuring  Lim  tha^ 
notwithstanding  the  past,  he  should  be  set  at  liberty 
ns  soon  as  liia  brother,  the  Manjnis,  arrived  in  Cuzco. 
To  lend  strength  to  his  assurance,  he,  from  day  to  day, 
aent  such  delicacies  to  the  prisoner  from  hia  own  xMe, 
that,  by  keeping  up  his  appetite,  might  restore  him  to 
healtli.  And  so  cheered  was  Almagro  by  these  atten- 
tions that  he  soon  showed  viable  signs  of  improvement. 
AIas  !  how  little,  even  yet,  the  old  warrior  knew  of  tha 
cruelty  of  a  Pizarro. 

While  the  Marshal  was  living  in  expectation  of  re- 
lease, Hernando  v/a»  endeavouring  to.  encompass  hit' 
death  with  some  decent  show  of  l^ality.     The  vilest 
of  the  Marshal's  own  soldiers  were  suborned  to  bring 
L  charges  against  their  chief.     These  were  ao  numerous 
L  that  it  is  said  they  filled  1,000  folio  pages  with  their 
I  accuaations;  and  u])on  such  eridence,  in  his  absence^. 
I  Almagro  was  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  saBee 
I  death  as  a  traitor  in  the  public  square  of  the  city. 
I      The  proceedings  and  the  sentence  being  communt> 
I  dated  to  him  at  one  and  the  same  time,  the  astounded 
l.wiBoner  wovi\4  wtA  XieXusst  \t.  to  be  tm&     "  It  is  im- 
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I  possible  that  such  wmng  can  be  intended,"  he  said, 
u,  when  at  bin  request  Hemnndo  came  to  lija  dttn- 
I  geoa,  the  old  soldier,  humbled  by  his  pogition  und  ill 
\  health,  [riteously  begged  for  his  life,  reaiiiidiag  Her- 
nando of  his  ohi  friendship  with  hia  brother,  the  good 
offices  he  hud  done  the  Pizarro  family;  then  be  spoke 
of  the  services  he  had  performed  fur  liia  country;  and, 
lastly,  besought  his  eoemy  to  spai-e  his  grey  haini,  and 
not  deprive  him  of  the  remnant  of  a  life  from  which  he 
had  now  nothing  to  fear. 

But  Hernando,  whoae  own  late  victoiy  had  taught 
him  the  danger  of  mistaken  lenity  to  a  bated  Ibe,  re- 
plied by  taunting  him  with  conduct  nubetitting  a  cava- 
lier in  thus  begging  his  life,  and  bn4o  him  employ  hie 
remaining  moments  in  making  his  jKace  with  Heaven. 
Again  the  old  nuin  re(]uested  him  to  Hparo  his  life, 
reminding  Hernando  that  but  a  sliort  time  since  he 
bad  saved  Aw  undn'  similar  ciraimstancea,  and  that, 
too,  when  urged  by  his  officers  to  tuke  it;  find,  finding 
tliis  a])peal  to  his  I'Deuiy's  gratitude  vain,  he  threatened 
him  with  the  vengeance  of  the  emperoi'.  But  it  wbji 
all  uscJcM.  A  famished  tiger  would  sooner  have  re- 
Ngnod  his  prey;  and, once  more  assuriug  him  hia  doom 
was  inevitable,  he  left  his  prisoner  to  prepare  for  lus 
late. 

No  less  astonished  nt  Uie  presumptuous  during  which 
had  led  Hernando  to  sit  in  judgment  on  a  man  of  Al- 
magru'snuk,  than  at  the  sentence  itself,  the  community 
of  Ciizco  openly  exhibited  their  indignation,  and  clam- 
oured for  the  old  chiefs  release.  Many  SiNinianls  of 
the  highest  rank,  and  partizMis  of  the  Pixarroa,  mu^ 
Hernando,  and  attempted  to  wean  aod  diiiauada  talk 


from  8uoh  an  fttrocitj  as  the  mock-legid  murder  of  the 
Marshal.  But  it  vas  useless  This  interference  caused 
onl;  a  change  in  the  mode  of  execution.  Almagro  waa 
strangled  in  his  dungeon.  The  bodj-  was  then  takeB 
to  the  public  square,  the  head  cut  off,  aad  e^diibited 
as  that  of  a  traitor,  the  nest  day  the  remains  were 
interred  with  gi-eat  solenmity.  Following  the  hyjia- 
critiual  example  of  their  brother,  the  Marquia,  at  the 
funeiul  of  Ataliuallpa,  the  Fizarros  appeared  among 
the  chief  mourDers, 

This  murder  of  Almagro  was  the  darketit  deed  iu 
career  of  Hernando  Pizarro;  still,  ita  dai-knesu  doea 
not,  as  Homo  historians  would  insinuate,  whiteo  tlit 
character  of  the  Marshal.  He  was  brave;  but  so  wat 
nearly  every  S|>anJnnl  on  the  eoutinent  He  wai 
generous;  nay,  among  his  own  soKliers,  prodigal  ta  a 
fault  At  the  same  time,  we  know  tlint  to  obtain 
power,  or  that  gold  of  which  he  was  so  lavish,  Uo  ueree 
allowed  human  life,  whether  one  or  a  thousand,  tu 
stand  in  hia  path — as  witness  the  important  part  1m 
played  in  the  murder  of  Atahuallpa,  and  hia  crad 
burning  alive  of  the  Indian  chiefs  during  the  expedt' 
tion  to  Chili.  As  for  savioft  the  life  of  Lis  hMod 
enemy,  Hernando,  while  in  his  power,  it  waa  from  n» 
good  or  commendable  motive,  but  at  the  repoated  ift" 
tercession  of  Alvarado,  and  fear  of  the  vtmgratiM  <i" 
the  all-powerful  Mni'qiiia.  For  my  own  port,  I  do  d(* 
synijiatliize  with  his  fate;  for,  according  to  tlie  Chines 
proverb,  "  The  hunter's  dog  moat  expect  to  ilie  »* 
violent  death,"  "Wo  can  offer  little  ejccnse  for  Her-i 
Qaudo;  utill,  he  was  but  second  in  the  crime;  for,  nut- 
witbBtanding  &a  tow»  V-y^wsiticBl  Marquia  uffiKtfd 
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anger  with  his  brother,  and  grief  at  his  comrade's 
death,  yet  when,  after  the  trial,  Hernando  Beat  to 
Lima,  asking  what  should  be  done  with  the  prisoner, 
t)ie  Marquis,  although  ho  did  not  command  his  death, 
replied  curtly, — "  Deal  with  htm  so  that  he  shall  give 
iw  no  more  trouble." 

1  dii  not  think  we  can  pity  the  end  of  any  of  theoe 
remorseless  men,  who,  having  lived  by  destroying, 
torturmg,  enslaving,  and  plundering  the  Peniviaris,  in 
turn — tike  wild  beasts  quarrelling  over  the  distvibu- 
tiou  of  their  prey — ruthlessly  turned  their  CingH  upon 
each  other.  Finally,  no  man  ever  more  clearly  brought 
niiu  upon  himself  than  Almagro.  He  commJttwl  two 
great  blunders.  First,  in  appealing  to  arms  to  settle  a 
question  that  could  more  properly  have  been  decided 
by  arbitration,  or  referred  to  the  crown  itself. 
Secondly,  having  resorted  to  arms,  he  should  not  have 
negotiated,  especially  with  men  whom  he  knew  to  be 
ea  Iraicherous  as  the  Pizarroa. 

Shortly  afler  the  death  uf  Alraagro,  the  Marquis 
entered  Cuxco  in  great  state,  attired  in  tliu  mag- 
niflcent  dress  sent  to  him  by  Cortes,  the  conqueror  of 
Mexico :  and  from  that  day  bo  began  to  bow  the  seeds 
of  the  ruin  which  nltimntely  overtook  him.  When 
Diego  dn  Aivarndo  Hp]>Iied  to  him  to  give  the  young 
Almagro  tiie  southern  guverumeut,  which  lind  been 
bestowed  uix>n  his  father  by  the  crown,  Piairro  gave  a 
blunt  refusal,  insinuating  that  ho  alone  wonld  licnceforUi 
nde  in  Pern.  Not  contented  witli  this  injustice  to  thdr 
chief,  ho  treated  the  whole  of  the  Almagrists  with  eou- 
tenipt,  even  conGsuating  the  estates  of  all  their  leaders, 
in  canM>quenoe  of  which  numbers  were  tredixoei  \»  vo^ 
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poverty  that,  to  hide  their  miseries,  they  withdraw  to 
the  monntainB.  To  his  brothers  he  gave  such  amjilft 
TtpartimiaUoa  that  it  even  excited  the  anger  of  hii 
own  followers. 

At;  HOOD  as  posfflble  after  the  Alarqais  had  rofoecd  to 
do  justice  to  the  son  of  Alaiagro,  Alvantdo  and  some 
other  fiiends  of  the  Mursbal  proceeded  to  the  coui-t  ct 
Spain,  to  lay  the  young  inan'n  case  before  the  empemv. 
Hernando  resolved  to  follow  them,  and  justify  the  con- 
duct of  himself  and  Lis  brother.  Ilnving  little  doubt 
that  gold  would  dispel  all  accuBationa  against  them,  bk. 
took  with  him  a  vast  qiia.ntity  of  the  precious  metaL. 
Upon  (juitting  Peru,  Hernando  cautioned  the  Morquk 
to  beware  of  tlie  "men  of  Chili" — for  bo  Almngra'a  mett' 
were  called — concluding  by  saying,  "  Gneompastt  tfaysolf 
with  a  strong  guard,  my  brother,  for  I  ahall  not  b* 
here  to  wntcb  over  thea  Moreover,  let  none  of  tlieW' 
men  come  within  fifty  miles  of  tlic  capital."  But  (A* 
Pizarro  lauglied,  and,  bidding  Hemuudo  farewell,  told 
him  to  have  no  idle  fears  for  hira. 

It  was  in  1539  that  Hernando  ranched  V»Uad<M 
He  entered  the  city  in  great  slate  and  pomp,  and  with 
all  the  airs  of  a  conqueror.  But  t)ie  highly-connected 
and  chivalrous-minded  Alvarado  had  be«n  before  bin^ 
so  he  met  with  but  a  chilling  reception;  and,  instead  of 
receiving  an  invitation  to  court,  he  was  seized  and 
imprisoned  in  the  fortress  of  Medina  del  Campa 
Almagro  was  avenged.  For  twenty  years  was  liui  im- 
placable enemy  kept  in  durance.  "  At  tlio  end  of  that 
time  he  came  forth,"  says  the  historian,  "  an  aged  Biaa, 
bent  downvvtb  infirmities  and  broken  in  spirit*— w 
object  o?  V^tj  wVm  ftkKa  ~v^\^tation.      Bardj  b« 
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retributive  jnstioe  been  meted  out  in  fuller  measure 
to  ofrendera  so  high  in  authority, — most  rarely  in 
Castile.  Tet  Hernando  bore  this  long  imprisonment 
with  an  equanimity  which,  had  it  been  founded  on 
principle,  might  command  our  respect.  He  saw 
brothers  and  kindred — all  on  whom  he  leaned  for  sup- 
port—cut off  one  after  another;  his  own  fortune  in  part 
confiscated,  while  he  was  involved  in  expensive  litiga- 
tion for  the  remainder;  his  fame  blighted,  his  career 
closed  in  an  untimely  hour,  himself  an  exile  in  the 
heart  of  his  own  country; — ^yet  he  bore  it  all  with  the 
constancy  of  a  courageous  spirit.  Though  very  old 
when  released,  he  still  survived  several  years,  and  con- 
tinned  to  the  extraordinary  age  of  a  hundred.  He 
lived  long  enough  to  see  friends,  rivals,  and  foes,  all 
carried  away  to  their  account  before  him." 
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CHAPTER  XZ 


tiST  DATS  or  rnE  wABtiuis  pizarko. 

Thb  feuds  of  the  conquepora,  aud  their  oppression  of 
the  miserable  Peruvians,  arousing  the  court  of  Spain  ta 
the  necessity  of  an  immediate  and  stem  interferenw,  a 
learned  judge  of  high  rank,  named  Vaca  de  Caatro,  war 
appointed  to  go  out,  nominally  to  aid  the  Marquis,  bot 
really  to  examine  into  the  precise  state  of  the  counti;. 
The  court  not  having  the  same  faith  in  the  loynlty  et 
PizaiTo  as  they  had  had  in  Cortes,  feared  that,  if 
they  superseded  him,  he  might — na  waa  iudeed  very 
likely — declare  himself  an  iiide[)eudent  prince.  Wbttt 
was  done,  however,  was  to  give  De  Castro  a  commit 
aiou,  whieU,  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  the  Mar^ni^ 
he  was  to  produce,  and  thereby  declare  himself  Boyal 
Governor  of  Peru.  Many  events,  however,  of  impor- 
tance happened  in  that  city  during  the  iaterim. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Marqaia  in  Cuaw,  h« 
heai-d  that  the  Isca  Uanco,  taking  advantage  of  tha 
state  of  the  land  consequent  upon  the  lat«  cdvil  w»r, 
had  established  himself,  with  a  large  number  uf  Peru- 
vians, in  a  liilly  country  between  the  capital  and  lli* 
coast.  I&Aiing  from  this  retreat,  he  fell  upon  ths 
p\e.nte.t\o^a  oi  Aibe  colonists,  destroying  their  huuses, 
loaaBanvin^  ^«  ^ms^Ns,  mA  •aw^in^  off  the   cattlt. 
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Travellers  journeying  between  the  coast  and  Ciuco 
weiv  set  upou  autl  put  to  death.  On  one  occaaioa  he 
attacked  and  alew  thirty  soldiers. 

The  governor's  first  step  was  to  send  his  brother 
Gonmio  with  a  detachment  of  troops  to  root  him  out; 
but  the  Inca  evading  him  at  every  turn,  he  next  tried 
negotiation.  Manco  having  agreed  to  meet  the  gover- 
nor in  the  valley  of  Yucay,  the  latter  set  out,  but  sent 
a  slave  in  advance  with  a  rich  present  to  the  Inca. 
£n  riiitU  the  slave  was  met  by  a  body  of  Peruvians, 
who  slew  him  and  carried  off  the  gift.  It  is  believed 
that  this  cruel  and  treacherous  deed  was  coioniittud 
widioiit  the  cognizance  of  the  Inca,  Still,  so  enraged 
waa  tlie  Marquis,  that,  finding  among  his  prisoners  one 
of  the  Inca's  wives,  a  young  and  beautiful  woman,  to 
whom  Manco  was  devotedly  attached,  Fizarro  ordered 
her  to  be  stripped  naked,  bound  tu  a  tree,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  the  camp,  to  be  scourged  with  rods,  and 
then  ahot  to  death  with  arrowa  The  cruel  cominuuil 
was  obeyed ;  bat  so  heroically  did  tihe  endure  the  tor- 
ture, without  complaint  or  acurcely  a  groan,  that,  brutal 
us  they  were,  even  Fizan'o's  own  soldiers  shrimk  with 
diaguHt  at  their  commander's  wanton  cruelty. 

Having  thus,  as  he  thought,  chastised  the  Inca,  the 
Jdan^iiis  directed  bis  attention  to  the  fMittlemcnt  of 
distant  qnarttTs  of  the  country.  Pedro  de  VuliUvta 
wu  sent  to  Chili,  while  to  hia  brother  Gonzalo  he 
gave  the  govemmeut  of  Quito,  with  instmctioUB  to 
(^xplora  the  Canvas,  or  cinnamon  country,  which 
rvpoil  stated  to  be  near  IiU  territoiy. 

It  wan  at  the  commencement  of  1S40  tliat  Qunolu 
Bet  out  aorosa  iha  Andes.     As  in  luiul.';  «3>^.  nIbhms 
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espeditions,  the  party  endured  terrible  snffprings, 
Passmg  thiwigh  primeval  forests,  where  the  foot  rf 
maa  had  never  before  trodden,  the;  hud  to  cut  theic 
way  step  by  step;  while  their  gannenta,  rotting  from 
the  effects  of  the  heavy  rains,  caught  in  every  biieh  and 
bramble,  and  hung  about  them  in  ahreda.  Their  food 
failing,  they  were  compelled  to  kill  their  dogs — mostlf 
bloodhounds — 1000  of  which  they  hiid  with  them,  for 
the  purpose  of  hunting  down  the  miserable  Indiana 
After  much  enduring,  they  came  upon  the  gm»H 
wiitera  of  the  Napo,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  tbtt 
mighty  Amazon.  The  sight  of  this  river  cheered  their' 
hearts,  for  they  nnticipated  a  pleaaauter  route  al 
its  borders.  Having,  however,  traversed  some  taUva, 
"  tliey  htai'd,"  says  the  historian,  "  a  rusliiiig  noise 
soimded  like  subterraneaTi  thunder,  The  river,  lashed, 
into  fury,  tumbled  along  over  the  rapida  with  frightfd 
velocity,  and  conducted  them  to  the  brink  of  a  nu^ 
nificent  cataract.  The  appalling  sounds,  which  lh(j' 
had  heard  for  the  distance  of  six  leagues,  wer«  resdercdl 
yet  more  oppressive  to  the  spirits  by  the  gloomy  stjll- 
nesa  of  the  surrounding  forests.  The  rude  warrioi* 
were  filled  with  sentiments  of  awe.  Not  a 
dimpled  the  waters.  No  living  thing  was  to  be 
but  the  wild  tenants  of  the  wilderness,  the  unwieldy- 
boa,  and  the  loathsome  alligator  huskiug  on  tht 
borders  of  the  stream.  The  trees  towering  in  wide- 
spread magnificence  towards  tJie  heavenuj  the  riva 
1  its  rocky  bed  as  it  bad  rolled  for  sges; 
',  broken  only  hy 
the  howHB  Mi  ol  ^i«.>*»,  or  the  fiiint  rustling  of  tli« 
woods,  ^  aoftmei  \«  s^tv^ai  woX-iiswiQi  them  in  tie 
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thi)  eolitude  and  silence  of  the  s 
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same  wild  and  primitive  state  aa  when  they  came  from 
the  hands  of  the  Creator. 

"  For  some  diHtanoe  abore  and  belcnr  the  falls,  the 
bed  of  the  river  cantroct«d  bo  that  its  width  did  not 
exceed  twenty  feet  Sorely  pressed  by  hunger,  the 
adveutnrera  determined  at  all  bamda  to  cross  to  the 
opposite  side,  in  hopes  of  fiurliug  a  -»untiy  that  might 
aflbrd  them  sustenance.  A  frail  bridge  was  coDstructed 
by  tin-owing  the  huge  trunks  of  trees  across  the  chasm, 
where  the  cliffs,  as  if  split  asunder  by  some  convulsion 
of  nature,  descended  sheer  down  a  perpendicular  depth 
of  several  hundred  feet.  Over  this  airy  causeway  the 
men  and  horses  succeeded  iu  effecting  their  paasBg* 
with  the  loss  of  a  single  Spaniard,  who,  made  giddy  by 
heedlessly  looking  down,  lost  bis  footing  aud  fell  into 
the  boiling  sui'ges  below. 

"Yet,  they  gained  little  by  tie  exchange,  Th« 
country  wore  the  same  unpromising  aspect,  and  the 
rivei-  banks  were  studded  with  gigantic  trees,  or 
fringed  with  impenetrable  thickets.  The  tribes  of 
Indiana  whom  tticy  occseioiiaUy  met  in  tho  pathless 
wilderness  were  fierce  and  ncfriendJy,  and  tbey  were 
engag<'d  in  pcrjietiial  skirmishes  with  them.  From 
thesu  they  learned  that  a  fruitful  country  was  to  lie 
found  down  the  river  at  tlio  distance  of  only  a  few 
daya"  journey ;  and  the  Spitniards  held  ou  their  weaiy 
way,  still  hoping  and  still  deceived  as  the  jTomised 
land  flitted  before  them — Uko  the  rainbow,  receding  as 
tbey  advanced.*' 

But  at  length  human  nature  could  bear  no  more, 
and  Gon^o  resolved  to  build  a  bark.  This  was 
speedily  done,  for  the  trees  gave  them  wood',  ^Jok  'ja£«k 
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of  the  horses,  wliich  luui  bean  slaughtered  for  food, 
thej  made  into  nailn;  gum  distilled  from  the  tre«3 
answered  for  piteb,  aud  the  t&ttered  garments 
men  for  sails.  Wheu  finished,  one-half  the  company 
irent  on  board  uuder  the  coroniimd  of  Francisco  de 
Orellana;  and  ea  the  brigantine  jiloughed  her  conree 
through  the  water,  the  other  half  of  the  company 
marched  along  the  shore.  Week  after  week  the 
troops  journeyed  through  the  wilderness;  but  they 
were  in  greater  distress  than  ever,  for,  having  eaten 
the  last  of  their  horses  to  appease  their  hunger,  they 
were  compelled  to  devour  the  leather  of  their  saddles. 
Arriving  at  a  richer  district,  Gonzalo  eatne  to  a  halt, 
and  Bent  Orellana  forward  in  search  of  provisions. 

With  what  terrible  anxiety  did  these  miserable  men 
await  the  return  of  their  coniiiides !  But  weeks  pasKd 
without  tidings  of  them,  and  so  Gonzalo  Pizarro  te- 
Bolved  to  continue  his  march.  For  two  months  they 
had  toiled  thrtjugh  the  wilderness,  when  they  fell  is 
with  a  half-naked  white  man,  whose  faltering  ttept 
and  hB.^ard  looks  told  the  tale  of  his  suffering!!.  He 
was  a  Sjmniard,  named  Vargas,  who  had  Bailed  in  the 
brigautiue.  He  told  Gk>nzalo  that  Orellana,  bonis 
down  the  current  of  the  Napo,  had  reached  the  point 
of  its  confluence  with  the  Amazon  in  leas  thou  three 
days,  but.  finding  it  impossible  to  malce  head  a^unat 
the  current,  and  so  return  as  he  had  come,  he  proposed 
to  the  crew  to  launch  the  bark  at  once  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Amazon,  and  descend  the  waters  to  ita  month, 
where,  he  doubted  not,  he  should  0ud  some  rich  and 
popuAoua  U!A.\»«.  Tar^  being  the  only  one  of  tim 
orew  \»\wi  (AijMXeA.  ^a  "flaa  &a£j>s6.\-^  act  of 
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jftih  tlie  ahip,  and  leaving  Gonzalo  and  lilt  party  in 
e  trildernen,  had  been  cast  ashore  to  perinh. 
L  Of  the  extraordinary  voyugu  peribrraed  by  this  daring 
put  treacherous  Spaniard,  space  will  only  |H?riiut  me  to 
1  that  he  succeeded  in  bis  enterprise,  and  having 
emei^^  &om  the  great  river  into  the  sea,  passed  over 
to  S|)ain.  The  wonderful  stories  cpf  his  adventures 
Wing  related  to  the  court,  Orellana  obtained  a  com- 
mission to  conquer  and  colonite  the  realms  he  had 
explored;  but  in  the  outward  voyage,  while  in  com- 
mand of  fiflO  men,  he  was  overtaken  by  death.  Thus 
was  his  treachery  to  his  companiona  puninhed  in  tlie 
hour  of  his  triumph;  neither  did  he  enjoy  the  honuur 
of  giving  his  name  to  the  mighty  waters  he  luid  dia- 
^Mfuvered. 

^^K  Deprived  of  the  lirigantine,  to  make  which  they  hod 
^^■fled  so  hard,  Gonffi.lo  and  his  |)arty  had  to  retr.u« 
^^bvir  steps  upon  foot.     Their  Huffmnga  are  thus  pic- 
tured by  Prescott     "At  length,  in  June,  1542.  »iW 
eonicwiiat  more  than  a  year  consumed  in  their  home- 
^^■ward  march,  the  wayworn  company  came  on  the  ele- 
^HBted  plmns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quito.     But  how 
^^■fierent  their  aspect  fi-oin   that  which  they  had  ex- 
^Bpnt^  "^  issuing  Ironk  the  gates  of  the  sam«  capital 
two  years  and  a-half  before,  with  high,  ronuuilic  hope, 
uid  in  all  the  pride  of  military  army  I     Their  horani 
gone,  their  arms  broken  and  rusted,  the  skins  of  wild 
animals,  instead  of  clothes,  hanging  loowily  about  thtiir 
limbs,  their  long  and  matted  locks  streaming  wildly 
down  their  shoulders,  their  faces  bimied  and  bluckened 
by  iho  tropical  sun,  Uimf  bodies  wasted  by  fiimine  and 
aoroly  disiigured  by  scars, — it  seemed  as  if  th«  chaxxud.- 
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I  bonse  httd  given  up  its  dead,  as,  with  unoertAin  sttp, 
)  they  gliiled  slowly  onwards  like  a  troop  of  dismal 
I  apcclres !  More  than  half  of  the  4,000  IndiaDS  who 
hud  aooom]:auiod  the  expedition  bad  periaked,  and  of 
the  Spaniards  only  80,  nod  many  of  these  irtetricTably 
I  broken  in  constitution,  returned  to  Quito. 

"The  few  Christian  inhabitunts  of  the  place,  with  their 
ives  and  children,  came  out  to  welcome  their  countiy- 
len.    Th(?y  ministered  to  tliera  all  the  relief  and  refresh- 
ment in  their  power;  and  as  they  listened  to  the  sad 
cital  of  their  Bufferings,  they  mingled  tlieir  tenre  with 
I  those  of  the  wanderers.     The  whole  company  then  en- 
I  tered  the  capital,  where  their  fiiBt  act — to  their  credit  be 
I  it  mentioned — waa  to  go  in  a  body  to  the  church,  tmd 
I  offer  up  thanksgirings  to  the  Almighty  for  their  tniTHcu- 
lous  preservation  through  their  long  and  perlloos  pil- 
.    grimage.     Such  was  the  end  of  the  expedition  to  tha 
lazon ;   an  expedition  which,  for  its  dangen  and 
hardshipH,  the  length  of  their  duration,  and  the  eon- 
stancy  with  which  they  were  endured,  stands,  perhaps 
unmatched  in  the  annals  of  American  diacovery." 

Disastrous  os  this  enterprise  proved  to  Gonial* 
Pirnrro  and  his  follower,  it  was  equally  «o  to  tliS 
Marquia ;  for,  by  taking  from  his  aide  one  «o  able  W 
fill  the  place  of  his  brother  Hernando,  it  left  him  at 
the  mercy  of  his  own  haughty  fearleBsness.  Herruado 
had  warned  liim  to  beware  of  the  men  of  Chili;  to  takt' 
care  that  no  greater  number  than  fifty  should  uasemblo 
together  in  one  town.  It  would  have  been  well  fnr 
the  governor  had  he  acted  upon  this  advice.  On  tho' 
contrary,  he  permitted  them  to  asserahlQ  in  Lima  tfr 
the  anmbei  cH  ^fift',  «suS.  ^Wt^  cautioned  again  by  hit 
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friends  aitainst  their  plottiags,  he  would  say, — "  Poop 
JeviU,  Uiey  have  had  bad  luck  enough ;  wc  will  not 
trouble  them  fiirther;"  and,  aa  a  proof  of  the  contempt 
in  which  he  held  them,  be  accustomed  himself  tn  walk 
and  ride  nbout  the  city  and  its  euviroiiB  without  c 
a,  single  attendant. 

When  tbc  news  arrived  in  Peru  that  a  judge  had 

been  appointed  by  the  crowu  of  Spain,  these  fotlowen 

of  Alraugro — reduced  as  they  wero  to   the  greatest 

poverty,  uiil  sufieriug  each  duy  insuItH  from  the 

herents  of  Piatrro — greatly  rt-joiccd ;  for  they  expectixl 

their  iojuriea  would  now  he  leilresaed.      When,  Uoi 

e?er,  two  mouths  had  elapsed  without  bringing  tlio 

royal   officii,    they    grew    diahcartened    uud    oj)enly 

.   matinous.     Xot  only  did  they  decline  to  dotT  their 

I  caps  OB  meeting  Pizairo  in  the  Btreets,  but,  on   one 

I  occasion,  caused  three  ropes  to  be  suspended  from  the 

■  public  gallows,  respectively  labelled  with  the  names  of 

Ithe  Mnniuis,  Velasquez  the  Judge,  and  Picado  the  chief 

Vt'hwqncK,  to  revenge  this  insult,  and  taunt  tho 
Llmagrists  with  their  poverty  and  wretchedness, 
Ittlred  biitiiielf  magnificently,  and  rode  before  tlie 
9  of  ilie  young  Almagro,  bearing  in  his  cap  iho 
pcri])tion,  "  For  the  men  of  Chill"  Under  other 
Icumstiinoes  tlii»  would  have  lj*en  regarded  as  b  very 
lldish  procitHliiig.  As  it  was,  the  haughty  and 
■erty-stricken  cuvaliers  regarded  it  as  a  deiidly  insult, 
«  resolved  to  sssas«innt«  the  governor.  The 
lappointed  for  the  deed  was  Sunday,  the  36th  of 

t,  1S41. 
Kia  very  remarlMble  that  a  man  who  had  lui&w^ 
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grndutited  in  treochQiy  and  bloodahed,  should  lian 
bivja  nnaitnpidoua  of  men  wluise  chantcters  he  so  well 
kni^w,  and  whom  he  liad  bo  greatly  itijitRxl  um) 
inaulUd.  Yet  so  it  w^s.  One  of  the  eoDsjiiraton 
revealed  tUe  plot  to  his  coafeasor,  who  at  once  rfqtetiai 
it  to  Picmlo,  the  secretary;  he,  iu  turn,  communicated 
it  to  Pizarro,  who  replied.  "  It  is  a  dcrice  of  th«  priest; 
he  wanta  a  nitre."  The  judge  Telasquex  accms  to 
have  been  as  imprudent  as  bis  roaster ;  fur,  when  tin 
latter  had  i-epeated  tbo  story  to  him,  iostaad  of  seixiDg 
the  eouspii'ators  at  once,  he  vauotiugly  told  the  gover- 
nor to  be  under  no  apprehension,  "  for  no  harm  ebouhl 
come  to  him  while  the  rod  of  justice  was  in  bi«  hauda.' ' 
Still,  ulthough  the  Marquis  did  not  believe  in  the  cow 
spiniey,  he  thought  it  prudent  to  abstain  from  going  tV 
uuNs  on  Sunday,  on  pretence  of  illness. 

Uptm  the  Saturday  evening,  as  the  governor  w|^ 
going  to  bed,  one  of  his  pages  told  hint  that,  on  ik* 
following  *lay,  the  men  of  Chili  were  going  to  mord*^ 
him.  All,  however,  that  the  Marquis  replied  w«^ 
"  These  things  are  not  for  yon  to  talk  about,  you  littlf 
nisual."  The  only  notice  Pixarro  seems  to  have  t 
of  these  rumours — which  were  so  general  that  the; 
were  in  the  mouths  of  the  Indians — waa,  when  wH 
tliat  Juan  de  Rada,  one  of  the  chief  leadon  of  tfcl 
Almagiists,  bad  been  seen  buying  a  coat  of  tnafl^ 
under  the  advice  of  his  friends,  he  sent  for  Juan,  iit^ 
Arthur  Hel[is  thus  ti^aaalatea  the  oouveraation  tint 
took  place  betweeu  them. 

"  The  governor  woa  in  his  garden,  looking  at : 
oratigclTssft.when  the  leader  of  the  men  of  C^iH  called 
Ul>ou  Iwni.    '\I\isA,  S&  'CKu,^'<a&.  de  Bada,'  snid  lb«' 
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SfarqQia,  '  that  tley  tell  me  of  your  buying  arms  to 
kill  toer — 'It  ia  true,  my  lord,  that  I  have  bought 
two  cuiriBSCs  aud  a  coat  of  mail  to  defend  myselC 
— '  Well,'  replied  the  ^tarrjuie, '  hot  what  moves  you  to 
buy  nnnour  now  nicpie  than  at  any  othci-  time?' — 
'  Because  they  tell  ub — and  tt  is  notorious — that  your 
lordship  is  buying  lancet  to  slay  ub  all.  Let  your 
lordxhi])  fiaUh  with  us;  for,  having  commenced  by  rlo- 
stro}-iug  the  head,  I  do  not  know  why  you  ahould  have 
any  respect  for  the  feet  It  ia  also  said  that  your  lord- 
ship intends  to  slay  the  judge  who  is  coming  from  8piuu; 
but,  if  your  intention  it  such,  and  you  are  determined 
to  pot  to  death  the  party  of  Almagro,  at  leant  spare 
Don  Diego,  for  he  is  innocent  Baoish  him,  and  I  will 
go  with  bim  wherever  fortone  may  please  to  cnrry  us.* 
The  Marquis  was  enraged  at  these  words.  'Who  has 
made  you  believe  such  great  villainy  and  treachery  of 
me)'  he  ezclaiuied.  '  I  never  thought  of  such  a  thing, 
and  I  am  more  deairons  than  you  that  this  judge  should 
come,  who  ali^Mdy  would  tie  here  if  he  had  embarked 
in  the  galleon  which  I  sent  for  liim.  As  to  the  story 
of  the  s|>eaia,  the  other  day  I  went  hunting,  aud 
vnougst  the  whole  party  there  was  not  one  who  had  a 
qiear.  I  ordered  my  servanta  to  buy  one,  and  they 
luive  bought  four.  Would  to  OihI,  Juan  dc  Rada,  the 
judge  were  here,  so  that  thceo  things  might  havo  an 
end,  and  that  Otid  may  moke  the  truth  mautfiwt' — 
•  By  heaven,  ray  lord,'  replii-*d  Juan  de  Rada,  somewhat 
nriflened  by  tlie  governor's  response,  '  but  thry  have 
luado  me  get  into  debt  for  more  than  flCM)  peHM,  which 
I  have  spent  in  buying  armour;  and  so  I  have  a  coat 
of  mail  to  defend  myself  against  whoevw  may  wi^  (a 
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slay  me.' — 'Pleiise  God,  Jutm  dc  Rada,  I  shall  da 
nothing  of  the  kind,'  responded  the  Marquis.  Th« 
conlefeiice  ended  thus,  and  Jimn  de  Rada  was  goings 
■when  Pizarro's  jester,  who  was  standiug  by,  satdt 
*  Why  don't  you  give  him  some  of  these  orange»t'  As 
they  wore  the  Gi-st  that  were  grown  in  that  countty 
they  were  much  esteemed.  '  You  say  well,'  replied  th& 
Marquis ;  and  he  gathered  ais  of  thoni,  and  gave  then 
to  Juan  de  Kada,  adding  that  he  should  tell  him  if  ha 
wanted  anything.  They  then  separuted  omicably, 
Juan  de  Bada  kissing  the  governor's  hands  as  he  to(A 

This  interview  eeema  to  have  had  but  little  effect 
upon  the  miiida  of  the  -conspiiutorti,  who,  on  the  dnj 
appointed,  concealed  themselves  in  the  hoiiae  of  tig 
young  Almagro,  anxiously  awaiting  the  hour  when  tbi', 
governor  should  loave  the  church.  But,  leortiiDg  thatj 
he  hod  not  yet  quitted  his  house,  they  feared  he  hUll 
discovered  their  design.  Some  resigned  theni»elvis  ta 
deapuir.  The  majority,  however,  wisely  consideTiiig' 
that  their  only  chance  of  safety  lay  in  iunnediaW 
action,  hung  out  from  the  window  a  white  flag,  as  a 
signal  to  their  accomplices  withont,  tliat  they  mnrt 
ami  and  come  to  their  aid.  Then,  with  Rada  at  their 
head,  they  ran  through  the  streets,  crying,  "  Long  Uv« 
the  king!  Death  to  the  tyrant  1"  It  was  now  dftf 
how  little  the  people  loved  their  governor ;  for,  as  UW 
assasaiua  passed,  they  coolly  observed  to  each  other, — 
"  They  are  going  to  kill  the  Marquis,  or  Picado,"  hot 
no  person  moved  in  tboir  defence.  While  thtgr  were 
croaditg  the  square  one  of  the  party,  Qoines  Faa, 
mode  ft  ieto^i  Xo  wflovi  a.VWle  500I  of  WHter;  ofaKrr- 


^  which,  the  tavage  Rada  excluimeil,  "  Whut !  ofiiiid 
lif  wetiiDg  ynur  feet  when  we  are  going  to  vaAc  up  to 
our  knees  in  blood  !— gi-t  yon  home  to  your  qtmrtera." 
The  Mnrquis  wm  dioiiig  in  comiiany  with  his  half- 
brothi^r,  Martinez  de  Alcantara,  the  Judge  Telasqucz, 
a  Don  GoDieE  de  Lnim,  aud  several  other  cavaliers— in 
all  fineen  or  twenty.  Suddenly  their  attention  was 
arrested  by  the  tioimds  of  ai  tumult,  and  cries  of  the 
win'anta  for  helji,  for  the  raen  of  Chili  hnd  come  to 
murder  their  master,  The  Marquis  nrdered  Fmndsco 
de  Chaves  to  close  the  door  of  the  hull  aud  of  the  room 
iu  which  they  had  been  nitting.  The  poor  fellow  went 
forward  to  nboy,  hut  wb»  sluin  on  the  stairs.  Those 
who  were  in  the  dining-hull,  hearing  the  noiae,  followc<l, 
but,  seeing  the  body  of  De  Chaves,  Bed  Uick  and  threw 
themselvee  out  of  the  winduw.  Among  the  latter  was 
Velasquez,  the  judge,  who  Iwiped  out  with  the  wund  of 
office  in  hitt  mouth;  thus  tiihiug  care,  aaya  an  ironiml 
old  chronicler,  not  to  falsify  his  aKsuiunoe  that  "  no 
harm  should  come  to  the  Marquis  while  Uie  rod  of 
justice  wa«  in  his  handa." 

While  Pizarro  and  his  half-brother  were  buckling  on 
their  armour,  the  aHsassina  tmtored  the  ante-ul  tarn  her, 
crying,  "  Wiier^  is  the  Marquisl  Death  to  the  tyrant!" 
At  ODCc  the  gallant  Martinci,  assisted  by  two  of 
I'isarro'fl  pages,  mn  to  the  dior  of  the  apartment,  and 
with  might  and  main  defended  the  entmocc,  until, 
C'vrred  with  wounds,  they  could  fight  no  longer. 
l>aring  this  tiui«  the  MnrquJs  had  been  endearnuring 
t»  adjust  tlio  fasteningH  of  his  cuirass;  but,  attring  hia 
brother's  danger,  he  flung  it  wide,  and  willi  one  arm 
•nvcloiied  in  his  cloak,  and  hia  sword  iu  the  <itl\tic^ 
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went  to  his  asRistonce.  It  was  too  late ;  MortitMu:  fell 
weltuiiiig  in  hia  blood.  Piairro,  forgetting  liia  age  m 
ijifiiiiiitiea,  with  the  heroic  courage  and  almost  the 
strength  of  liis  youth,  fell  u]>od  the  assassins.  "  What, 
ho  !  tniiton,"  he  cried,  "  have  i^ou  come  to  kill  me  in 
my  own  honse  1"  Two  of  them  fell  beneath  the  brave 
old  mun's  aword,  and  all  hod  been  driven  back;  but 
their  numbera  enabling  them  to  relieve  each  other, 
they  again  attacked  him.  In  the  struggle  both  lie 
pages  had  fallen.  Then  the  brutal  Kada,  impatieut 
iif  delay,  cried  out — "Why  are  we  so  long  about  ill 
DowQ  with  the  tyrant  1"  and  taking  one  of  his  a 
pauions  in  Ins  iirma,  he  thrust  him  upon  the  Marqui^ 
who,  at  once  grappling  with  hie  opponent,  stabbed  bin 
to  the  heart.  But  at  the  same  moment  Fizarro,  being 
stabbed  in  the  neck,  fell  to  the  ground.  "JesaT 
miirmui'ed  the  dying  goTcmor,  and  tracing  a  cro 
with  hia  finger  upon  the  bloody  floor,  lie  kiffied  i 
Eecovering  a  little,  he  anted  for  a  confesaor,  whoi 
some  dastardly  wretch  violently  dashed  a  Jug  in 
face ;  and  from  that  base  blow  died  Pizairo,  the  o 
queror  of  Peni,  who,  whatever  may  have  been  bil 
crimes  and  shortcomings,  fell  like  a  hero. 

Tlie  Marquis  aasasainated,  the  eons]>irstoni,  wili 
their  bloody  sworda  in  their  hande,  mu  throu)^  tbt 
strecte,  exclaiming,  "The  tyrant  is  dead!  The  la«< 
are  restored !  Long  live  our  master  the  emperor  and 
his  governor,  Almagro!"  At  these  cries  the  AJ 
grists  one  and  all  rallied  around  their  clii«t  Guar^ 
were  placed  over  the  houses  of  the  principal  frienda  of 
the  late  governor.  Pizuro's  house,  and  tliat  of  hit 
6ecretai7,  PVcoAo, "«««  ■^^ia^'A.-,  utd  the  yom^  At 
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magro  wm  escorted  in  triunnih  through  the  sti-eets  by 
a  body  of  cavaliere,  who,  by  sound  of  trtimi>et,  pro- 
claimed him  Governor  and  C'lLptain-Grcueral  of  Peru. 

Intoxicated  with  their  victoiy,  many  of  the  Alma- 
grists  desired  to  drag  tlie  body  of  the  Manjuie  through 
the  streets,  and  fix  the  head  upon  a  gibbet  Their 
young  chief,  however,  refused  to  consent;  and  per- 
niitted  a  few  of  Pizarro's  faithful  attendants  to  remove 
the  corpse  to  the  cathedral.  At  night  a  grave  was  dng 
in  an  obscuiv  corner,  and,  wrapped  only  iu  a  coltou 
cloth,  the  remains  of  the  conqueror  and  aKniu«in  of 
Atahuallpa  were  there  interred.  "Thus,"  says  the  chron- 
icler, "cut  off  in  the  broad  light  of  day,  iu  the  heait  of 
his  own  capital,  in  the  very  midst  of  those  who  had 
been  his  companions  in  arms,  Pizarro  perished  like  a 
wretched  outcoat,  with  none  even  to  say — Qod  foi'give 

Some  years  later  the  body  was  placed  in  a  sumptu- 
ous coffin,  and  deposited  under  a  mouument  in  the 
cathedral  Again,  in  1C07,  it  was  removed  to  the  new 
cathedral.  The  Marquis  left  no  legitimate  children; 
his  title,  therefore,  became  extinct.  But  three  gem-ra- 
tions after,  in  the  relgu  of  Pliiliji  IV.,  it  was  revived 
in  iavour  of  the  descendant  of  one  of  his  brothers.  Dun 
Juan  Hernando  Pizarro,  who,  ont  of  gratitude  for  the 
aervices  of  the  conqueror  of  Peru,  was  created  Munjuia 
de  la  Couquistn.  The  descendantfl  of  this  aoblenmu, 
it  is  said,  are  still  to  be  found  ftt  Truxillo,  iu 
EstremodmiL 


CHAPTER  XIL 


TUE  BTOBT  OP  THE  BISB  OF 


he  spring  of  1531,  ctftcr  a  tedious  and  tem- 
pestuous voyage,  that  tliQ  long- expected  jndge,  YaCft  (b 
Caatro,  arrived  at  Popayan,  in  the  north  of  PciU 
He  wne  authorized  to  aid  the  Maniiiis  in  the  peacMbh 
BL'ttlement  of  the  country,  and  in  the  event  of  the  deatk 
of  the  latter,  to  succeed  him  in.  IJie  govemmeaL 
Scarcely  had  he  reached  Popuj-an  than  he  receifal 
from  Alonzo  de  Alvadro,  one  of  Piiarto'a  princijia]' 
captains,  a  letter  conveying  the  astounding  intcUlj^enafl 
B  murder  of  the  governor,  and  a  request  that  h# 
would  eonio  southward  with  all  convenient  speed. 

By  thU  information  De  Oaatro  found  himself  in  ■ 
poaition  from  which  an  ordlnaiy  man  would  have 
shruuk.  True,  he  held  the  royal  commission,  itaclf  t 
tower  of  strength  among  a  people  su  loyal  na  the 
Spaniards;  hut  theu  he  was  a  etmnger  in  a  land  nf 
revolution  and  bloodslied,  without  an  anny,  or  <ojf 
knowledge  of  military  seieuoe ;  and,  moreover,  ignonuii 
of  Almagi-o's  influence  among  the  oolouiata.  Somti  of 
hie  friends  urged  him  to  return  to  Panama, 
there  until  he  had  raised  a  force  sufficiently  largo  Mi 
take  the  field  against  the  insurgents.  But  acoi 
.   Buck  &  yvm'Y^HT'fc  OB  oaa  that  would  prove  Ilia 
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petency  for  the  task  assigned  to  him,  he  determined  to 
pursue  bia  missioi),  trusting  to  the  chapter  of  aci^tleata, 
the  lufalty  of  the  Spaniardsj  and  his  owu  fertile  and 
self-ri'Iiant  mind,  for  aiicce.'^  Accordingly  he  mm-ched 
on  to  Quito.  Ho  was  Joined  on  the  wtty  by  numbers 
of  armed  men,  and  at  the  province  itself  waa  well 
received  by  Beualcazar,  Gouzalo  Pizarro'a  lieutenant, 
who  also  brought  him  a  small  force.  Moving  still 
farther  towanla  the  south,  and  being  reinforced  by  fresh 
troops,  when  ho  arrived  in  tbe  valley  of  Chupas  he 
found  himself  at  the  bead  of  a  respectable  force,  und 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  thti  rebel  anuy  under  young 
Almagro. 

De  Ckstro  now  sent  a  message  to  Almagro,  com- 
manding him  to  diabund  his  anny  and  join  tbe  royal 
atiKidard,  promising  bim  a  full  pardon  if  ho  should 
comply  with  tlie  summuua.  To  this  the  young  gpnoisl 
replied,  that,  while  De  Castro  was  accomjioniud  by  his 
enemies,  the  PiarriHtB,  he  could  not  consenl,  neither 
would  he  disband  his  anuy  until  he  had  received  a  full 
pardon  under  the  royal  eigu  mauuai 

To  this  contumacious  mcsnngc  Do  Oiistra  answered 

by  formally  denoujicing  the  yonng  chief  as  a  traitor 

and  rebel,  and   by   preparing  for  immirdiute  battle. 

Tbe  nrmies  were  well  mutclu'd,  the  ilower  of  SjiauiBh 

chivalry  being  divided  between  them;    but  Aliuagro 

had  lost  bia  friend  and  cu]itniu,  Rutia ;  and  attliongh 

he  and  his  followers  fought  keruicitUy,  his  g«^ri:alsliip 

iras  80  bad  that,  after  B  luiig  and  aanguinnry  atniggle, 

^in  which  aoma  four  or  five  hundred  were  killed  u|Km 

^^bth  aides,  he  fled,  haviug  ttit^  .judge  victoriousL     Forty 

^^H  tlui  fugitive  Almagriata   wcr^    tAkes,   tried,  and 
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exeiinW.  Diego  Almagro  also  was  aiTestecl,  and  fiff- 
luatly  tried  at  Cuzco.  In  oonsrideration  of  Ms  yooli 
and  luiHfortunes,  De  Castro  was  advised  to  spare  b» 
life;  but  the  jndge,  urging  that  his  death  was  iie«» 
Bar;  to  the  tiMvnqiiillity  of  the  conntty,  tbe  bniv( 
young  eommander  was  beheaded  in  t)te  same  pnhlis 
sqwtre  where  bia  fiither  had  suffered  a  few  years  earher. 
That  execution  was  long  remembered,  even  by  the 
iron-hearted  soldiers  who  took  part  in  it.  The  yoiiti 
resigned  himself  to  his  &te  without  a  miin: 
when  the  herald  proclaimed  aloud  the  doom  of  th* 
traitor,  he  indignantly  denied  the  chargo.  Ht 
no  riMjuest  for  mercy,  but  asked  only  that  bis  bona 
might  bit  laid  by  tlie  side  of  his  father's.  He  d^cliix^ 
having,  as  was  customary,  his  eyes  bandaged)  aotl. 
after  confession,  embraced  the  cross,  and  BubmilW 
himself  to  the  executioner.  With  the  diwth  of  tiM 
gallant,  but  unfortunate  youth,  whom  even  his 
admitted  to  have  been  more  sinned  against  than  sin- 
ning, died  out  the  faction  of  the  men  of  Chili. 

By  this,  perhaps  neceasury,  bat  cruel  policy,  D» 
Castro  liad  no  sooner  rid  himself  of  one  enemy  thu 
he  heard  that  Gouudn  Fixarro  had  arrived  at  I 
loudly  comphiiniug  that  the  government  of  the  couutftl 
after  his  brother's  death,  had  not  been  given 
him.  Fearing  that  he  might  hi-  preparing  to  fort*  li 
claims  by  the  swonl,  the  judge  at  once  summoutd  bt> 
to  CuEco.  Oonzalo  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  set 
defiance  the  authority  of  one  who  bore  the  roval  en 
missioD,  obeyed,  and  shortly  after  entered  Onzco  at  tU 
head  of  a  well-arnied  body  of  cavaliers.  Do 
who  had  now  assumed  the  nuk  and  dtlo  of  go 
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received  him  with  such  distinguished  honour  and 
respect,  so  attentively  listened  to  his  late  adveutures  in 
the  einnaraon  countty,  and  showed  such  sympathy  for 
his  great  suSerings  during  that  expedition,  Uiat  Oonzalo 
was  easily  persiiaded  to  retii-e  to  his  estate  at  Charcas. 
Probably  he  felt  that,  at  that  time,  the  power  of  De 
Castro  was  too  strong  to  bo  overthrown.  But  l>e  that 
as  it  may,  by  withdrawing  to  his  rich  silver  mines  of 
La  Plata,  and  working  them,  he  obtained  the  means  of 
attempting  the  greatest  enterprise  of  his  career. 

Having  thus  made  a  friemj  of  one  whose  popularity 
and  influence,  as  chief  of  the  Pizarros,  might  have 
rendered  him  a  formidable  enemy,  this  wise  judge 
applied  himself  to  redressing  the  wrongs  of  the  Indiana, 
the  improvement  of  the  great  roods,  the  settling  of 
disputes,  and  all  other  matters  that  would  conduce  to 
the  genenii  prosperity  of  the  country.  So  signal  was 
bis  success,  that  the  hitherto  ungovernable  colonists 
petitioned  the  court  of  Spain  to  continue  him  in  his 
office;  hut,  as  we  shall  now  see,  the  home  government 
Ivad  another  scheme  in  preparation. 

Notwithstanding  that  among  the  colonists  tliere 
were  many  good  men,  who  sent  to  the  foot  of  the 
throne  remonstrances  against  the  inhuman  cruelties 
coromitteil  upon  the  natives  by  their  couDtryinen, 
Charles  V.'s  time  and  attention  had  been  so  occupied, 
DPnrly  the  wliole  of  his  reign,  with  European  affairs, 
that  he  had  given  but  little  personal  attention  to  tliiwe 
of  the  uulouieti.  There  was,  however,  in  the  year  1A42, 
at  Ihu  uuurt  of  Charles  one  man,  the  greater  part  uf 
whose  life  had  been  spent  either  among  the  Indians  or 
JD  itrging  upon  the  home  government  the  necessity  of 
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['protecting  thera  ugHinRt  the  cniel  masters  to  whom 

t'tliey  liad  been  assigned     This  man  was  Los  Cttsas, 

I  tiibseqnently  Bishop  of  Cbiapa,  now  chiefly  kuown  as 

1  the  bistorian  of  tbe  Spanish  conquestA  in   the  Kc* 

r  "World,  as  the  severe  castigstor  of  liis  own  coiintrymeii, 

IS  the  friend  of  the  Indian  races.     At  the  time  of 

which  I  apeak  he  had  jnst  completed  and  prescDtcd  to 

Charles  hin  celebrated  treatise  on  the  Dejitrtietion  oflM 

Indies.    The  accounts  it  contained  of  the  cruelties  of  th» 

I  colonists  and  the  suffering's  of  the  natives  so  aatoniahed 

I  the  emperor,  that  he  at  once  appointed  a  conncil  of 

I  imcsts  and  theologians,  with  tbe  aid  of  Las  Casas,  (a 

I  dntw  up  a  BerieH  of  laws  for  the  regulation  of  th« 

[  colonies. 

As  might  hare  been  expected,  under  the  dir«ctiini 

of  so  enthusiastic  a  friend  of  the  Indians,  they  com- 

i  piled  a  code  which  gave  serious  offence  to  the  colonist*. 

iiain  provisions  were, — "To  abolish  slavery;  that 

is,  those  who  already  possessed   slaves  might  retain 

,  but  at  the  death  of  the  owner  ttey  were  ¥> 

I  revert  to  the  crown.      It  was   provided    also,  that 

I  Blavea,  in  any  event,  should  be  forfeited    br  tliQM 

I  who  had  ill-nsed  them,  by  all  public  fnactionariea,  hf 

ecclesiastics  and  religious  corporations,  and  Viy  all  who 

had  taken  a  part  in  the  feuda  of  Almagro  and  naaim 

It  was  also  ordered  that  the  natives  should  be  moda- 

ately  taxed;   that  they  should  not  be  couipdled  U 

L  labour  when  they  did  not  choose;  further,  tliat  as  iht 

Wifvparlimienlos  of  land  were  often  excessive,  thfy  ^ouU 

rSn  such  cases  bo  reduced;  and  that  where  proprieton 

■iluid  \ieea  ^\\^  of  a  notorious  abuse  of  their  aiato, 


Blaseo  XuBez  Tela.,  a  cavalier  of  high  rank,  wns 
appointed  viceroy,  with  aovereiga  authority  over  Peru. 
He  was  to  be  attended  by  a  royal  audience;  that  is, 
four  judgea  with  great  powers  of  jurisdiction,  both 
critninal  and  civiJ,  who,  besides  a  court  of  justice,  were 
to  constitute  a  sort  of  council  to  adviac  with  and  aid 
the  chief  of  the  state. 

Now,  as  throughout  Peru  there  was  scarcely  a  mnn 
to  be  fouud  who  had  not  eitlicr  iU'trmted  his  slaves, 
noeived  too  large  a  repartimietUa,  or  been  engaged 
in  the  wan  of  the  Pizarros  and  Almagros,  there  were 
fuw  who,  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  the  new  law, 
did  not  feel  themselves  to  be  upon  the  brink  of  ruin. 
A  tumult  ensued.  Men  met  in  the  public  squares; 
aad  as  the  laws  were  made  known  they  were  greeted 
-with  universal  groans  and  hisses.  "  la  this,"  they 
cried,  "the  fniits  of  all  our  toill  Is  it  fur  this  we 
have  poured  out  our  blood  like  water  1  Now  that  we 
are  broken  down  by  hardabipB  and  suHerinp,  to  be 
left  at  the  end  of  our  campaign  as  poor  as  at  the 
beginningi  Is  this  the  way  govern  meat  rewards  oar 
■ervicea  in  winning  for  it  an  empire.  The  government 
has  done  little  to  aid  us  in  making  the  conquest, 
&Dd  for  what  we  [nMsesa  we  may  thank  our  own  good 
Bwords;  and  with  these  nunc  swards  we  know  how  to 
defend  it." 

Alamied  at  the  increasing  discontent  and  open 
threats  of  rebellion,  the  governor,  De  Castro,  very 
wisely  counselled  the  colonists  to  name  deputies  to 
lay  a  petition  before  the  emperor,  stating  the  imprao- 
ticability  of  the  new  laws  being  carried  out,  and  pray- 
ing for  their  rcpeid.      Further,  he  begg^  tAie^  \n 
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await  patiently  the  lurival  of  tbe  new  viceroy,  who, 
in  all  probability,  might  be  prevailed  upou  to  suspend 
the  ordinances  until  further  instructions  could  be  re- 
ceived from  Spain. 

The  colonists  were  rilcnced,  and  the  rising  sti 
would  have  been  allayed  bad  Blasco  Tela  be«n  as  win 
a  governor  aa  De  Castro.  But  upon  reaching  the  port 
of  Nonibre  de  Dies,  and  finding  a  vessel  laden  with 
silver  from  the  Peruvian  mines,  ready  to  sail  fnr  Spain, 
he  seized  it  aa  containing  the  proceeds  of  slave  laboor. 
After  this  imprudent  act  he  crossed  to  Panama,  and 
Bot  free  300  Indians  who  had  been  brought  by  their 
owners  from  Peru.  Even  his  four  judges  remonstrated 
with  him  for  etich  hasty  proceedings;  but  the  viceroy 
replied  that  "  He  had  come,  not  to  tamper  with  iha 
laws,  nor  to  discnss  their  merits,  but  to  exefutc  them." 
Further,  to  show  his  det«rDiination  of  acting  up  to  tlM 
strict  letter  of  the  new  laws,  upon  his  going  fi 
Tumbez  to  Lima,  he  caused  his  baggage  to  be  coavt?yed 
by  mules  where  it  was  practicable;  but  where  bI»o- 
lutcly  necessary  to  make  iise  of  Indians,  he  paid  them 
fairly  for  their  services. 

The  reports  of  the  sayings  aTid  doings  of  the  n«w 
viceroy  ran  like  wildfire  through  the  colonies,  spreading 
consternation  eveiywhere.  Meetings  were  called,  and 
discusaious  held  in  the  different  cities,  as  to  tbe  necoe- 
aity  of  an  armed  resistance,  and  although  Yola  entered 
Lima  without  opposition,  it  was  only  through  tho 
influence  of  the  prudent  and  loyal  De  Castroi,  who^ 
hasteniug  from  Cuzco  to  the  former  city,  ondtavound 

L  to  previu\  'ui^'o.  Vta  udubitants  to  rec^ve  the  vicon; 

I  «itU    Bui^b^B  ^icmaxuK,   &&&  \n  Vr»ft^  to    hint    for 
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piist]>oning  tte  putting  in  force  the  new  laws  till 
tlieir  petition  could  be  laid  before  the  eni|ieror. 
For  a  time  they  acquiesced,  but  finding  Velii  obati- 
nat«ly  bent  upon  carrying  out  the  odious  ordinances, 
they  began  to  look  about  for  a  leader,  under  whose 
banner  they  migbt  tnaJntain  their  old  privili^ea  and 
properties.  Their  choice  fell  upon  Gonzalo  Piaui'o. 
Speedily  that  chief  received  letters  and  addresses  from 
all  quarters,  requesting  bim  to  take  upon  himself  the 
office  of  their  protector.  Gonzalo  could  scarcely  refuse, 
for  not  only  did  he  keenly  feel  that  his  family  had  been 
mainly  instrumental  in  giving  Peru  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,  that  he  waa  deeply  wronged  by  the  imprison- 
meot  of  hia  brother  Hernando,  but  he  would  also  be 
the  chief  victim  of  the  new  lawn,  for  bd  poeseesed  im- 
mense estates,  largo  numbers  of  slaves,  and  bad  been 
greatly  implicated  in  the  civil  war  with  the  elder 
Almagro.  Therefore,  accepting  the  o£Bce,  he  assembled 
some  twenty  eavaliei-s  whom  he  could  trust,  and  taking 
a  large  amount  of  silver,  drawn  from  tlie  mines,  ha 
marched  to  Cuzco.  Aa  he  approached  the  city,  the 
people  came  out  to  welcome  him,  making  the  air  ring 
■with  their  shouta,  as  they  liaileJ  him  Procurator- 
GeuerHl  of  Peru.  Soon  after,  the  municipality  formally 
confirmed  him  in  this  title,  and  bogged  him  to  head  a 
deputation  to  Lima  in  order  to  state  their  grievances 
to  the  viceroy.  Gonialo  had  tittle  &ith  in  such  a 
procee^liiig,  without  the  leader  of  the  deputation  shmtld 
be  supported  by  an  armed  force ;  he  therefore  demanded 
[xtrtnistiion  to  raise  an  army,  with  the  further  title  of 
Oafitain- General — a  rank  to  wbidi  be  oonsidercU  bim- 
eelf  entitled  as  his  brother   Fnmciaoo'A  Vwac     Tom 
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nmnicipality  had  no  deaii-e  to  embroil  tbemselvea  widi 
the  crown,  and  perhaps  fearing  the  oonseqiieiic<»  of 
placing  ao  much  power  in  the  hands  of  a  Pizam^ 
hesitated  to  comply.  Gonzalo,  however.  iiiaJstcd, 
assuring  them,  that  althotigh  liis  intentioDs  wcra  pacific; 
it  would  be  useless  to  approach  eo  licry  tempered  » 
man  as  the  viceroy,  unless  protected  by  an  armed  forcej 
but  his  chief  object,  he  said,  in  dc^ring  troops,  was  to 
rid  the  ctnintiy  of  their  old  enemy,  Mnnoo  Capac,  wb»- 
was  at  that  very  time  encamped  in  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  ready  to  fall  upon  the  city.  Then,  as  hfr 
deckred,  if  refused,  he  would  reugn  his  office  of 
procurator-general,  the  municipality  bestowed  upnO' 
the  amhitiouH  chief  the  military  command  he  doeirfd, 
and  as  the  latter  formaJly  accepted  it,  he  mnd^lly 
declared  it  was  purely  from,  regard  to  the  iutct«ats  rf' 
the  King  of  the  Indies  aad  the  Spaniards  of  Peru. 

Uonzalo  having  thus  assumed  hia  brother's  inantLih 
lost  no  time  in  raising  an  army,  appointing  as  hit- 
second  iu  command  Francisco  de  Curbajal,  a  nuS 
whose  whole  life  had  been  spent  in  battle,  and  via, 
although  Ecventy-five  years  of  age,  still  puesessed  tha 
enei'gy  and  course  of  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life. 

By  the  time  Oonzalo  bud  mustered  and  eqnijiped  * 
force  of  400  picked  men,  the  news  arrived  of  tke 
Budden  death  of  Manco  Capao,  against  whom  thnr  hid 
been  chiefly  raised.  The  story  of  the  Isca'a  death  is  ti 
follows : — 

Some  of  the  murderers  of  the  Marquis  had  fled  to 
tho  court  of  Manco,  who  gladly  protected  thf  mat 
w^o  \iai  s\»,\\i\i\R  vgKwA  tncmy.  One  of  these,  Ooma 
Perei,  ftie  aame  ■w'to  -was  «a&\*iS«.\t^''iaAa.  fer  ^okoj 


477 

romid,  tutMd  of  tfapw^  1km  paal  rf  m^u,  »t—  thy 
were  going  to  klD  Kbivo,  mm  dif  ,  vlvn  pt^wK  •! 
boirls  Willi  the  Ino,  beome  m>  iMrfnk  Oat  Mom 
g»re  Uim  ft  bknr,  nji^  "  Go  hma^  and  cmidv  to 
whom  yon  am  i|Mttkti^"  wfawpog  A*  SpwMrd 
horlcd  a  bowl  with  mek  Ibtvc  st  Um  ladka  prince, 
tLAt  be  fell  dad  npon  the  qtot.  6^  0am  Inn  fed 
DOt  ausvenged;  for  hia  peofdt^  *TTiTrg  npoo  Gonex 
and  the  otiier  Spaoianb  praeet,  ilew  tbeai  all. 

The  death  of  the  laok,  for  wEmm  overthrow  Ooimlo'a 
force  had  been  osteusiblj  laiaed,  rcntoring  tbtt  only 
excuse  that  cotUd  be  ofTered  to  the  viceroy  for  iu  cu*t- 
ence,  caased  ho  many  of  tb«  chief  mea  to  tlemi  to 
Blasco  NnneE,  that  Hzam,  dugnated  and  dkhearteDed, 
proposed  to  return  at  once  to  his  estates  at  Cbatcaa. 
CarbHJnl,  however,  wUely  pointing  ont  that  they  had 
gone  too  far  to  recede,  and  that  their  only  eafety  was 
to  advance,  Gonzalo,  with  the  remnant  of  his  army, 
niarohed  on  towards  Chupos,  where  the  battle  had  been 
fought  between  Vaco  de  Castro  and  the  yonngcr 
Almagro,  He  was  rewarded  for  his  perseverance,  for 
he  was  soon,  joined  by  one  Puelles,  at  the  hmil  of  a 
body  of  horse,  with  wliich  be  had  dciterted  from  Blasco 
Nuuez,  and  otlicr«,  till  he  found  his  force  larger  than 
when  he  left  Cuico, 

While  GoDialo  was  marching  npon  Lima,  iho  vice- 
roy, by  his  impniclcnce,  harahness,  and  cruelty,  waa 
toDoathing  the  way  for  his  enemicH'  reception.  Jetdona 
of  the  estimation  in  which  Taca  do  Castro  was  hold  by 
the  cavalien  throughout  Peru,  he  cansed  that  goviTnor 
to  be  Bcized  and  conlinedoo  board  a  vewel  lying  in  the 
harbour.      Also  truspecting  a  cerWoi  o.'si^i^  xuxitfA. 
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^^■Suftres  de  Carbajal  of  hulding  cominuntcation  with  tbe 

^^■malcontents,  he  ordered  him  to  come  to  his  polooe  at 

^^Baight.     Suaree  obeyed,  and  the  Tiveroy  at  once  accnsed 

^^rliim  of  treason.    The  charge  was  denied  iu  siich  hnughty 

terms  by  Suarez,  that  Blasco  NntiM  atnick  him  with 

hiH  dagger,  and  the  attendants  taking  this  as  a  signal, 

at  once  des|>atched  him  with  their  awords.     The  body 

I  of  the  unfortunate  man  was  secretly  buried;  but  the 
crime  soon  became  known,  and  from  that  hoar  tho 
Ticeroy  was  held  in  universal  abhorrence.  Alarmed  at 
the  approach  of  Gonailo,  and  unable  to  trust  his  own 
troops,  he  proponed  to  abundou  Lima,  taking  with 
them  Htores  and  provisions,  and  withdraw  to  Trtudllo, 
laying  wa:«te  the  country  as  they  proceeded,  so  that 
Piairro  ujton  arriving  in  the  city,  being  without  SDp- 
plies  for  his  army,  would  be  nnab)«  to  pursne  then. 
But  to  this  his  own  council,  the  royal  andifmeui 
objected,  nay,  even  appealed  to  the  people  to  aid  them 
in  opposing  the  governor.  At  such  a  coll,  from  aaefa  « 
qiuirter,  the  citizens  rose  in  arms,  stormed  the  palace, 
and  whizing  the  viceroy,  carried  him  before  the  judgsi^ 
who  very  wisely  at  once  put  him  on  board  a  vetael) 
and  sent  him  back  lo  Sjiatn,  under  the  care  of  Alvmrai^ 
one  of  their  oyra  body. 

The  royal  audience  having  rid  the  country  nf  tbC 
cause  of  all  the  trouble,  sent  envoys  to  Gonailo  I^ano^ 
informing  lum  of  all  that  had  hap]M:'ned,  nddiug,  tlut 
OH  the  ordinances  were  now  8U9i)L'uded,  and  a  iifl* 
government  installed,  he  would  best  allow  his  loyalty 
to  the  crown  by  disbanding  his  army  and  retarinf 
to  \\\%  esWlAS. 


set  Gonmlo  had  intended  to  make  timself  lord  of  Peru, 
he  had  raised  an  army  upon  two  pretences — first,  to 
cruah  the  Iiica;  secondly,  to  terrify  Blasco  Nnflez  into 
suspending  the  obnoxious  code.  Thus,  it  is  scarcely 
to  be  wandered  at  that  this  message,  coming  as  it  did 
fi\>iu  officers  holding  their  authority  immediately  from 
the  crown,  Rbould  have  made  the  ambitious  chief  bwl- 
tale.  Perceiving  his  geaeml's  dilemma,  Carbajul,  who 
in  word  and  deed  ever  went  BtraJght  and  unfalteringly 
to  the  point,  exclaimed — 

"  Never  show  faint  heart,  when  you  are  so  near 
yonrgoal.  SucceBshasfollowedevery  step  of  your  path  j 
yon  Imve  now  only  to  stretch  forth  your  hand  and 
MAxe  the  govemineut;  everything  else  will  follow." 

This  was  bold  advice:  bat  acting  upon  it,  Gonzalo 
sent  tlie  envoy  back  with  the  answer,  that  "  the  peoplu 
liad  called  Gonzalo  Piiarro  to  the  government  of  tha 
oouutiy,  and  if  the  audience  did  not  at  once  invest  him 
with  it,  the  city  ahonld  be  delivered  up  to  pillage." 

The  bewildered  judgea  took  time  to  consider  their 
reply.  In  the  meantime,  Citrtaijal,  to  hasten  their 
deliberations,  entered  the  city  at  nigUt  and  dmggod 
from  their  beds  a  number  of  cavaliers,  who,  unfortun- 
ately for  themselves,  were  some  of  the  men  who  had 
descried  from  Pizarra  Carbojol  caused  three  of  his 
prisoners,  persona  of  rank  and  wealth,  to  bo  carried  into 
the  suburbs  and  hanged  upon  the  brunches  of  a  tree.  To 
stop  theM  cmelties,  the  judges,  without  further  delay, 
invited  Gonzalo  to  enter  the  city.  Accordingly,  upoo 
the  28tb  of  October,  1344,  he  made  a  triumphal  cntiy 
Into  Ijma,  in  the  midst  of  great  rejaicui£i,  and  with 
great  8tat«. 
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The  most  merciful,  or  ratht^r  the  least  cruel  of  tbe 
cntu^uemm,  Gonzalo's  first  act  was  to  pardon  all  those 
■who  hiid  deserted  from  him  to  the  viceroy.  His  next 
stt'pB  were  to  fill  up  the  different  ofijcee,  and  the 
governorsliijjs  of  the  chief  cities,  with  hia  own  par- 
timns,  build  a  fleet  at  Arequipa,  and  strengthen  his 
army  and  defences;  and  tie  people  of  Peru  looked  for- 
ward to  that  peace  and  prosperity  whicli  c»n  only  he 
obtained  under  a  strong  govemmeat.  In  the  mids^ 
however,  of  these  occupations,  Gonaalo  received  intelli- 
gence  tliat  Blnsco  Nunez  had  agidu  lauded  at  Tumbtt 
at  the  head  of  a  large  force,  the  nucleus  of  which  h«d 
been  found  at  Panama,  and  had  planted  his  standard 
at  the  town  of  San  MigueL  Fearing  that  to  await  ta 
attack  would  be  but  to  give  the  viceroy  the  power  of 
materially  recruiting  hts  forces  upon  the  march,  IHEam, 
leaving  Lima  strongly  garrisoned,  under  the  command 
of  a  faithful  officer,  set  out  for  San  Miguel  at  the  head 
of  GOO  men.  When  Gonzalo  reached  that  port  Iw 
found  the  enemy  had  retreated.  Indeed,  so  unpopular 
was  the  viceroy,  and  bo  terrible  the  rnvme  of  Pirarrov 
that  those  who  did  not  desert  from  him  insisted  apuB 
his  retiring  into  the  upper  country,  to  await  goal 
e3t|>ected  reinforcements  under  a  captain  named 
cnzitr.  Pizarro  pursued  them ;  but  the  royalists  (■ 
army  of  the  viceroy  was  called)  succeeded 
the  mountains.  The  pursuit  continued  for 
months,  during  which  time  the  sufferings  of 
armies  are  said  to  have  equalled  those  of  the  pailj.i 
'wMcU  Qonzulo  led  to  tlio  Amazon;  but  worse, 
mvicV  ft»<A  Ml  SniMSaKcA.  ^ecilla  warfare  was  kept  if^J 


COXZALO  MASTER  OP  PERV, 


Tres,  Pizarro  ultimatety  Bucceeded  in  engaging  the 
royalitrtg  near  Quito.  The  battle,  which  was  not  of  long 
duration,  was  termiuuted  by  the  death  of  the  viceroy, 
who  was  shiia  by  the  brother  of  that  Carbajal  whom 
he  Ba8aaaiiut«il  in  hiaown  palace. 

"Oonzalo  Pizarro,"  eaytt  Precicott,  "waa  now  undis- 
puted master  of  Peru.  From  Quito  to  the  northern 
confines  of  Cliili,  the  whole  country  acknowledged  hia 
authority.  Hia  fleet  rode  triumphant  on  the  Pacific,  and 
gave  him  the  commund  of  every  city  on  itsbordera,  Uia 
ftdmiral,  Hinagosa,  a  disirrcet  and  giillunt  officer,  had 
secured  hitn  Pauama,  and  marching  ncrosa  the  isthmus, 
had  since  obtained  for  him  the  possession  of  Nombre  do 
Ptos,  the  priueijial  key  of  communiuatiou  with  Eurojie. 
Hut  forces  were  on  an  excellent  footing,  including  the 
flower  of  the  warriors  who  bad  fought  under  hie 
brother,  and  who  now  eagerly  rallied  under  the  name 
of  Pizarra ;  while  the  tide  of  we&lth  that  flowed  in  from 
the  mines  of  Fotosi  supplied  him  with  the  resoui-ccH  uf 
an  European  monarch. 

"The  new  governor  now  began  to  assume  a  state 
correapouding  with  his  full-blown  fortunea.  He  was 
attended  by  a  body-guard  of  eighty  Boldiera;  ho  dined 
always  in  public,  and  usually  with  not  less  tlian  a  hun- 
dred guesta  at  table.  He  even  aiTecttid,  it  was  said,  tbo 
more  decided  etiquette  of  royalty,  giving  hia  baud  to  bo 
kiaw^d,  and  allowing  no  one^  of  whatever  rank,  to  be 
seat^'d  in  biH  prpsence." 

But  this  stntement  ia  denied  by  Oarcilasso  Do  Vega, 
who,  haviug  known  Gunralo  in  the  height  of  his  pros- 
perity, assures  ns  that  the  governor  continued  to  ahow 
the  same  frank,  soldier-like  bearing  tta\HluKVu^'&«'~<«^ 
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tiun,  iniDgling  in  familjor  terms  witli  his  comisdes,  aai 
dis|>)a3mig  those  qualities  which  hod  hitherto  endeared 
Liiu  to  the  people. 

HiLving  thus,  as  he  thought,  consolidated  his  power, 
he  heg«a  to  prepare  a  mis^on  to  Spain,  to  solicit  an 
amnesty  for  the  past,  with  &  full  confirtiuition  of  hii 
Authority  as  successor  to  his  brother  in  the  goveni- 
meut  of  Peru.     His  friend  Carbajal  was  averse  to  this 
course.    "Renounce  your  allegisnoe  to  the  crown  of 
Spain,"  said  he.     "  In  fact,  you  have  already  done  st>; 
for,  have  yoii  not  been  in  arms  against  a  rioeroy,  drivaa 
him  hoia  the  country,  beaten  and  slain  him  in  battlet 
What  favour,  or  even  mercy,  can  yon  expect  from  ths 
crown  1    You  have  gone  too  far  cither  to  liaJt  o 
You  must  go  boldly  on  J  proclaim  yoursoli' king ;  th* 
troops,  the  people,  will  support  you."     He  thei 
eluded  by  advising  him  to  many  the  female  repnjsen-    , 
tative  of  the  Inca.<i,  that  the  two  races  might  henceforth  | 
repose  in  quiet  under  a  common  soeptre.     In  a  politicW  1 
point  of  view  this  bold  advice  was  the  best  that  oouU  1 
have  been  offin'e^  for  so  high  had  Qoozalo  climhcil, 
that  absolute  safety  was  alone  to  he  found  by  nusing 
himself  to  the  summit  of  power.     But  either  tVoin  fmt 
of  the  uon8e<]uences,  or  that  ohivslroua  loyiUty  inheiviilJ 

his  countrymen  at  that  time,  he,  who  had  d 
de6ed,  and  defeated  the  miuistera,  shrunk  at  the  ii 
his  sword  against  the  sovereign. 
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Griat  was  the  dismay  of  the  mlera  of  Spain  when 
the  neivs  arrived  that  their  ordinances  had  caused 
the  deposition  of  the  viceroy,  and  umugurot«l  a  re- 
Tolntion  wliicli  might  end  in  the  loss  of  golden  Pern. 
The  emperor  summoned  a  council  of  prelates,  jnrisls, 
and  generals  of  experience,  to  delilierate  on  the  means 
to  be  pDTSued  for  the  restoration  of  order  in  the 
colonies.  AU  regarded  Pizarro  as  the  instigator  and 
leader  of  an  audacious  rebellion,  and  us  one  who  should 
snfier  the  doom  of  a  tr^tor.  But  the  distATice  of  tho 
conutiy  from  Spain,  its  clinuite,  the  poimlnrity  and 
power  of  Gonzalo,  besides  some  qualms  of  conscience 
which  told  tlie  rulers  in  Bpain  that  their  own  laws  luul 
caused  the  mischief,  made  them,  u])on  refleolion,  detet^ 
mine  to  try  the  effect  of  a  conciliatory  policy.  A  free 
pardon  was  to  be  offered  to  those  who  would  suhuit; 
sueh  persuasive  arguments  to  bo  used,  and  such  conces- 
sions mode,  as  would  convince  the  refractory  oolousta 
that  it  was  no  leas  their  interest  than  their  duty  to 
retimi  to  their  allegiance.  But  to  carry  out  this  mis- 
sion an  agent  possessing  extraordinary  power  was 
rvijuiredi  for  all  the  misoriea  and  bloodshed  timt  had 
taken  place  in  the  new  world  coluuua  \uMi  iiViu&'^\««^^ 
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cansed  by  the  incompetency  of  tbe  governors  sent  lliera 
by  the  liome  authorities.  However,  tliia  time  [icrhA[K 
the  only  man  in  Spain  fitted  for  the  delicate  office  wat 
chosen. 

This  was  an  ccelcsiaatic  named  Pedro  de  la  Gasca,  « 
man  of  birth  so  noble  and  ancient  that  he  h  said  14' 
liave  been  descended  from  Casca,  one  of  the  Ms 
of  Julius  Cffisar.  He  had  already  given  proofs  of  htl 
gfent  abilities  both  in  military  and  etate  aflkirs.  Gasok 
accept«d  the  mission,  bnt  demanded  despotic  powms, 
For  instance,  "  Tliat  ho  Bhocild  have  all  the  : 
monies,  ships,  and  horses,  he  might  require;  secoudlj; 
that  he  should  have  at  his  disposal  all  the  vacan 
reiiaHimiejUoa,  and  all  the  offices  of  goTemment  i 
Peru;  thirdly,  that  he  might  send  out  espedition 
into  UDconquered  countries;  fourthly,  that  he  BhoolA 
have  the  jxiwer  of  granting  full  pardons  when  and  to 
whom  he  chose;  fifthly,  that  he  might  send  home  tht 
\-iceroy  if  he  thought  fit;*  lastly,  that  he  might 
cxijend  any  portion  of  the  I'oyal  estate  for  the  pactfio 
tion  of  the  country. 

Upon  no  other  terms  would  Gaaca  accept  the  offic4{ 
but  for  himself,  ho  said,  "  I  ask  neither  salary  nor 
compensation  of  any  kind;  I  covet  no  display  of  statft 
or  military  array;  with  my  stole  and  breviary  I  tnut 
to  do  the  work  that  is  conunittod  to  me.  Infirm  as  I 
am  in  body,  the  repose  of  my  own  home  would  bava, 
been  more  grateful  to  me  than  this  dangerous  mii 
but  I  will  not  shrink  from  it  at  the  bidding  of  mf 
eovereigu ;  and  if,  as  is  very  probable,  I  muf  ngt  bt 
permitted  again  to  see  my  native   land,    I   sh&ll  i 

hi,  UiU  tinu  tli«  dMlh  of  BIwco  Htuui  wu  not  knoirn  in  Spaio. 
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least  be  cheered  by  the  coiiBciouaness  of  having  doue  my 
Lest  bi  eerve  its  interests." 

These  ]>owera  being  gmnted  tinder  the  Riga  mauuul 
of  tlie  emjieror,  vho  also  guve  him  an  autograph  letter 
to  GtonzaJu  PizHiru,  Oasot,  with  the  simple  title  of 
Fresident  of  the  Audieuce,  and  but  few  attendants, 
set  soil  from  Sjiain  in  May,  I^-IQ.  In  July  ho  reached 
Santa  Martha,  where  be  first  heard  uf  the  death  of  the 
viwroy  and  the  pretentiiona  of  Oonzaio.  This  was 
ahiniiing  news ;  for  he  reflected  that  the  rebels,  after  so 
atrocious  an  act,  would  despair  of  gi-ace,  and  become 
reckless  of  conseqaencea.  He  therefore  hastened  to  make 
it  known  that  the  date  of  his  commission  being  subse- 
qneiit  to  the  death  of  Blascn  Nunez,  he  was  authariwd 
to  grant  an  amnesty  fir  all  offences  hitherto  committed 
against  the  crown.  As  every  port  was  in  the  iiands  of 
Pizarro'e  officers,  Gasca  was  for  some  time  embaraioied 
as  to  where  he  should  enter  Peru.  At  length,  how- 
ever, he  decided  upon  crossing  to  Numbre  dt'  Dios. 
This  place  was  commanded  by  Hernaa  Mexia,  a  lieu- 
tenant of  Pizarro's.  This  officer  Qasca  soon  won  over 
to  the  royal  cause  by  promisee  of  jiardon  for  the  past, 
and  promotion  in  the  future.  This  important  step 
gaiued,  the  preaideat  seut  Mesia  and  Alonzo  do 
Alvarodo  to  prejiure  Hinojoaa,  the  Governor  of  P*- 
nama,  for  his  coming.  Thoy  were  eommiasioaed  to 
explain  to  him  the  purport  for  which  he  had  oomu  to 
the  colouiee,  the  high  powen  he  held  from  the  crown, 
and  to  endeavour  to  win  him  over  to  their  cause. 
This  would  be  a  groat  point  gained  indeed,  for  the 
Qovemor  nf  Panama  held  command  of  no  less  than 
two  UhI  twenty  of  Fiiarro's  vitinrlB  ihcu  in  the  hiix- 
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boiir.  Gaaca  soon  followed  Lis  eiuissariee,  and  vm 
received  by  the  governor  witli  all  the  respect  and 
honour  due  to  one  liolding  bo  higU  a  comuiUsion  from 
the  emperor.  The  conrteous  and  winuiiig  nmnuen  <rf 
Gasca,  so  diffBrent  from  tliose  of  Blasco  KoSn  or 
«ven  Vaca  de  Castro,  hi&  persuasive  arguiuenta,  and 
the  exliibitioQ  of  the  commission  under  which  ho  acted, 
had  the  effect  of  winning  over  some  of  the  princi) 
cavaliers  of  Panama  and  the  squadron  in  the  h«rboari 
but  Rioojosa,  being  a  devoted  friend  of  Fizarro, 
moreover,  eliciting  from  the  pre»dent  that  he  hnd 
intention  of  oonfirmiag  Gonxalo  in  the  governorship  M 
Peru,  immediately  wrote  to  Pizarro,  acquaiuting  him 
with  Guam's  arrival  and  the  object  of  his  miacioiL 
But  by  this  friendly  act  he  uDwittingly  aided  ths 
president's  schemes;  for  the  cuaniog  priest  entnuted 
a  Domiuican  friar,  who  had  taken  his  paasa^  on 
board  the  ship  for  one  of  the  towns  on  the  goh^ 
with  a  number  of  manifestoes  setting  forth  the  object 
of  his  visit,  and  procUiming  the  abolitjoii  of  tJn 
hateful  ordinances,  with  a  free  pardon  to  alt  vba 
returned  to  their  allegiance.  These  the  I>oitiiiiitan 
engaged  to  distribute  himself  among  the  prtncip*) 
cities  of  the  colonies.  Gasca  also  gav«  him  letters  to 
the  prelates  and  corporations  of  the  (litTcivnt  dlif^ 
claiming  their  co-oj^ration  in  his  plans.  Thuswcretlf 
did  the  [iresident  iiridermiiiL-  the  power  of  Pinmi 
whose  adlierents,  as  we  ahall  Boon  see,  finding  that  lb 
hateful  laws  against  which  they  had  taken  up  arnt 
were  abolished,  and  their  own  pftrdoos  luid 
eecured,  left  the  leader  who  had  helped  them 
end,  to  TBtum  to  their  dut^. 


ropotMh 
DtatUd 


In  the  meanwhile  Gaxca.  perRiinded  Hinnjnsa  to 
fumLsti  him  with  the  means  of  commnTiicating  with 
Gonzalo  himself,  and  a  ship  waa  des[Kit«hed  to  Lima 
bearing  two  important  letters  to  Pij»rro,,one  from  the 
emperor  and  the  other  from  the  president.  The  royal 
letter  was  couched  iu  the  most  condescending  and 
conciliating  terms.  Far  from  charging  Gonzalo  with 
rebellion,  it  nifected  CTcn  to  regard  his  conduct  as  the 
necessary  result  of  the  viceroy's  rashness ;  but  instead 
uf  intimating  any  intent  of  confirming  him  in  his  govern- 
ment, it  simply  referred  him  to  Gaaca,  as  one  who 
would  acquaint  him  with  the  royal  pleaauve,  and  with 
whom  he  was  to  co-operate  in  restoring  tranquillity  to 
tlie  country.  The  president's  letter  was  couched  in  simi- 
lar terms,  and  concluded  by  begging  him,  on  his  hononr 
as  a  knight  and  his  duty  as  a  royul  vassal,  to  respect 
the  royal  authority,  and  not  rashly  jirovoke  a  contest 
which  would  not  only  he  treasonous,  hut  must  prove 
to  the  world  that  his  conduct  hitherto  had  been  dic- 
tat<>d,  not  by  patriotism,  but  by  selfish  ambition.  At 
the  same  time  he  sent  another  letter  to  Cepcda,  one  of 
the  four  judges  of  the  royal  audience,  who,  Gasca 
knew,  had  great  influence  over  Piiarro.  When 
Oomnlo  learned  from  Hiunjosa  of  the  arrival  of  the 
presidi^nt,  and  the  high  iiowers  with  which  he 
was  enlruste<l,  he  determined  at  once  to  send  envoys 
to  the  em|)eror,  to  explain  and  vindicate  his  |iast 
proceedings,  and  to  request  tlie  royal  oon6mm- 
tioD  of  his  authority.  He  also  resolved  to  prevent,  if 
possible,  the  coming  of  Gasca  to  Peru.  Thus  ho 
charged  Lorenzo  de  Aldana,  the  head  of  the  mission, 
to  cftU  «n  rtntU  at  Puuaiuo,  and  oS*a  Qaua  m  li 
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fifty  thouaund  pesos  de  oro  if  he  would  retam  to  Castil& 
Jt  ia  even  aftid  that,  in  the  event  of  the  president*! 
refusal,  AJdana  was  to  seek  an  opportunity  of  paltinff 
him  to  death.  Snt  the  toldwr  Pizarro  was  no  uwtch' 
in  cunning  for  the  ecelesiastie  Quca.  Indeed,  th» 
latttT  seems  to  have  borne  u  strong  resemblanoe  to 
Cortes  in  hia  extraordinary  power  of  convertiiig  fb<» 
iuto  friends ;  for  at  the  very  first  interview  between  thS' 
president  and  LorenKo  de  Aldana,  the  latter  resigned' 
his  mission  to  Spain,  burned  hia  despatches,  joined  tbS' 
royalists,  and  that,  too,  with  such  enthusiasm,  that  ha 
wrote  to  Gonzalo,  telling  him  what  he  had  done,  and 
earnestly  requesting  him  to  follow  his  exam]ile.  TIM' 
next  of  Piiarro'fl  ofltcers  won  over  by  the  wily  president 
wts  Hinojoaft,  who,  in  November,  15-16,  with  lu» 
captains  who  commanded  the  vessels  in  the  bftrbonrr 
resigned  their  oommiasions  into  the  hands  of  Oasca, 
and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  emperor.  Witb 
great  wisdom  the  president  then  restored  to  the  cKptaiM 
their  several  commissions,  and  the  royal  standard  beinf 
unfurled  on  board  the  fleet,  proolaimod  that  the  main 
stay  of  PiauTO's  power  had  passed  from  him  for  ever. 

While  Gasca  was  thtia  plotting  and  scheming  *t 
Panama,  the  proclamations  and  letters  be  had  sent  by 
the  Dominican  friar  were  doing  their  work,  and  the 
power  of  Pizarro  was  gradually  falling  to  piccca.  Still 
he  might  have  saved  himself  from  death  niid  rain  hoJ  J 
he  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  letters  writen  to  bid 
by  the  emperor  and  the  president  His  ootinsellnn  ■! 
the  readixig  of  these  docoments  were  CarbaJAl  Mid  0 
^du.    CaiW^at,  seeing  the  danger  of  his  c 

lOltifia,  a^NwA.'i^  waas^fiAitce  of  the  rojali 
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^^Phs  terms  proposed,  sdcliDg  that  "he  trould  pave  the 
HKhhAk.  the  bearer  of  them  into  tlic  capital  with  ingote 
liglttsDd  silver." 

Aii  ma  prudent  advice,  and  would  have  saved  the 
life  and  fortune  of  Gouzalo.  But  Cepeda  felt  there 
could  be  no  purdon  for  him;  for  although  he  bad  been 
especially  sent  to  Peru  as  one  of  the  judges  of  the  royal 
audicucc,  and  as  a  counsellor  of  the  Viceroy  Blosco 
NuBez,  he  had,  as  we  have  seen,  helped  to  depose  and 
slay  that  official ;  thus  he  urged  the  rejection  of  Gasca's 
offer.  "They  will  cost  you  your  government,"  said  he. 
"  The  smooth-tongued  priest  is  not  no  simple  a  person 
M  you  take  him  to  be.  He  is  deep  and  politic;  he 
knows  well  what  promises  to  make;  and  once  master 
«f  the  country,  he  will  know,  too,  how  to  keep  them." 
This  selfish  counsel  was  after  the  ambitious  Picarro's 
own  heart  He  therefore  refused  the  president's  offer, 
and  by  so  doing  proclaimed  himself  in  o])en  rebellion 
Against  the  crown. 

The  clow  of  the  career  of  the  hist  of  the  Pizarros  in 
Peru  is  now  soon  told.  Fnends  fell  off,  and  enemies 
nrose  u|>on  all  sidcH.  But,  although  touched  to  the  heart 
by  the  desertion  of  those  in  whom  he  most  confided,  and 
stunned  by  the  loss  of  his  magnificent  fleet,  ho  r«- 
rnenibered  he  had  now  to  struggle  for  life  or  death, 
infamy  or  <:<mpire,  and  at  once  set  about  proparing  to 
meet  the  coming  sWrm  like  a  hero. 

Hearing  that  Lorenzo  de  Aldana  was  Bppnxteliing 
Lima  with  a  powerful  armament,  Gonialo,  to  jirevcnt 
liis  own  men  from  deserting  to  the  enemy,  ordered  all 
the  vea^'ls  ui  the  harbour  to  be  burned  or  sacked ;  and 
when  the  enemy's  fieet  caine  in  sight,  so  much  did 
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to  quit  the  city,  so  that  the;  could  hold  no  oomiauni- 
cflbion  with  the  enemy.  Then,  with  all  his  men-at-anna, 
he  mttrohed  out  and  pitched  his  camp  about  a  league's 
distance  from  the  tuwu,  between  it  and  the  sea. 
Aldana  now  opened  up  comma nicationa  with  Flzarro. 
The  great  object,  however,  on  the  part  of  the  former, 
voB  fur  his  envoys  treaclicroa^ly  to  distribute  procla- 
mations among  Pizairo'a  men,  and  «o  successfully  was 
this  carried  ont,  that  many  of  the  prinoijia]  officers 
deserted  at  once  to  Aldana,  who  had  sent  some  small 
vessels  to  the  shore  ready  to  receive  them.  During 
these  bnae  proceedings  ftn  incident  occurred  which 
exhibits  some  of  the  good  that  was  in  Ptsarro'i 
nature.  i 

De  Lnguna,  a  deserter,  l«ing  recaptured  and  brought 
to  Oonailo,  the  latter  sent  him  at  once  to  Carhnjat  for 
execution,  when  a  lady,  cousin  of  the  prisoner,  and. 
wife  of  another  deserter,  threw  Jierself  at  tlie  govcmar'i 
tect,  and  with  tears  and  entreaties  prayed  for  hll 
pardon.  PiKarro  relented,  and  at  once  sent  Iii 
witli  a  medal  in  it,  to  slay  the  execution :  it  was  bnl 
just  in  time,  for  the  rope  was  round  his  neck. 
effi'ct  did  this  aot  of  generosity  have  upon  i 
soldiers,  that,  kissing  Qoozalo's  cheek,  he  exclaiuivd— > 

"  O  prince  of  the  world  1  may  ill  hajtjien  to  hin 
who  shall  deny  thee,  e^en  unto  deatU."  Bo  littb^ 
weight,  however,  did  this  act  of  clemency  hare  upon 
the  minds  of  his  troops,  that  if  he  had  itot  at  ono* 
broken  up  his  camp  and  marched  to  Arcqiuju,  h«- 
would  not  have  retained  fifty  men. 

Fvum  Areqnipa   Pizarro  determinnd   to   nmrch  Ut' 
ChlU,  w\cnSTO%\ATe\tB.ia  there  until  the  llcklo 
tiriiioE  limit  ail's  xdi>it,*ie^wsu!»sA.V?itio  had; 
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1  Peru),  would  welcome  him  back.     But  the 

[lussea  were  occupied  by  CenteDo,  a  roynliat  chief,  who 

had  Mtnetime  before  seized  upon  the  capital,  Ciizco. 

To  evade  tlie  troops  of  the  latt«r  chief  was  imjiogsible; 

still,  as  he  had  been  ati  old  officer  of  Pizarro's,  be  could 

open  a  negotiation  with  him.     He  did  so;  but,  failing 

to  shake  the  other's  loyalty,  aa  a  last  aud  di?sperat« 

,  he  deteriuined,  with  ouly  500  men,  to  give 

battle.      The  annieg    met    upon  the  plains  of 

Pnarina ;  but  Pizarro,  after  a  desperat*  encounter 

B  force  more  than  twice  the  number  of  his  owd, 

)f  which  nearly  400  were  slain,  left  the  field  a 

tnqueror,  and  with  so  much  astonishment  ftt  hia  suc- 

n,  that  he  wns  heard  to  say,  as  be  rode  over  the  field 

vith  bodies,  "  Jobu,  what  a  victory ! " 

i   This  unexpected  success  over  the  royalists  induced 

)  change  his  jilona.     Now,  tiisteaU  uf  Hying 

r  refuge  into  the  wilda  and  fastnesses  of  Chili,  Iia 

rched  dirrct  upon  the  capital.     At  this  plac«,  the 

BOple,  who  in  politics  were  everything  in  turn,  but 

Dthiug  long,  gave  him  a  triumphant  reception ;  archie 

ikcrosB  the  streets,  canuona  fired,  and  bella 

relcome,  and  the  continued  etduktiotis  of 

It  followers,  caused  his  ruin ;  for,  blind  to  his  real  pod- 

ai,  he  now  lived  in  the  midst  of  his  ofGcers  in  carc- 

e  luxury,  and  with  aa  little  concern  for  the  future  aa 

if  the  crown  of  Peru  had  been  fixed  irrevocably  u]>oa 

tuE  head.     His  triumph,  however,  waa  but  short,  for 

•oon  the  news  came  that  the  pniisident,  at  the  hmd  of  a 

',  well-diacipliiied  and  ofiicered  uruy,  had  crovwd 

r  Apurimac,  and  was  marching  u))oa  tlic-  cnpitftl. 
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fcotioo,  Gunzalo  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops^ 
anil  marched  to  oppow  the  advance  of  Gasca.  Both 
armies  meeting  in  the  valley  of  XaquLxaguanii,  tlie  two- 
loaders  prepared  for  battle.  Tbey  were  well  mutched 
OS  far  as  equipments  and  prowess  were  concerned, 
nltliough  the  premdent's  force  was  larger  in  number^ 
tliey  wore  fatigued  by  a  long  and  tiresome  march,  and 
occupied  a  position  which  gave  the  rebels  the  advan- 
tage. Had  the  loyalty  of  the  men  to  their  respective 
causes  been  equal,  it  is  more  thau  probable  that  tlie 
victory  would  have  been  u]xin  the  side  of  Pizarro, 
But  the  sun  of  that  commander's  prosperity 
setting  in  blackest  midnight  treachery.  The  tongue^ 
hr^D,  and  authority  of  the  president,  proved 
potent  than  the  steel  nsail  or  heroic  courage  of  his 
enemy,  who  at  every  moment  feared  the  desertion  of 
his  troops.  Still,  placing  entire  confidence  in  two  of 
his  officers,  Carbajal  and  the  judge  Cepedo,  Piarro  had 
little  doubt  of  success.  The  former  officer,  notwilh- 
stundiug  his  dislike  to  his  general's  plan  for  the  ensoiug 
battle,  fought  in  the  ranks  as  a  private  cavalier,  and 
remaioed  tnie  to  his  standard;  but  Cepedi^  the  judg^ 
now  beginuiug  to  see  that  he  was  allied  to  a  &itiiig 
cause,  at  tlie  very  onset  [>aaaed  over  to  the  enemy,  with 
the  division  of  infantry  under  his  command.  Tha 
example  of  the  traitor  judge  was  immediately  foUowed 
ky  others,  and  to  such  an.  extent  that  Pixarro,  f«ariDg . 
to  wait  for  an  assault  from  the  other  side,  gave  tha 
order  to  advance.  The  object  was  to  stop  farther  desar 
;  but  even  then,  before  a  single  shot  had  beea 
1,  a  column  of  arquebusiers  deserted  to  the  enemy; 
«£  fantBB  aant 


them,  followed  their  example.  At  tbeae  betrayals  of 
tlieir  leader  and  themselves,  the  faitbfiil  troops  became 
seized  with  a  panic,  and  fled  in  every  direction.  Hearts 
broken  at  this  desertion,  Pizarro  exclaimed,  "Now, 
what  I'eiaaiiia  for  ubI" 

"  To  (all  on  the  eneioy,  and,  since  nothing  else  is 
left,  die  like  Eomans  !"  replied  one  of  hia  officers. 

"  Better  to  die  like  Chrifitiana,"  replied  the  chief, 
and  turning  bis  horse's  hea^l,  he  galloped  off  in  the 
direction  of  the  royal  army.  Meeting  one  of  the  presi- 
dent's officers,  ho  delivered  to  liim  his  aword,  saying, 
"  I  am  Gonzalo  Fizarro,  and  I  give  myself  up  to  the 
emperor."  They  then  rode  together  to  the  spot  where 
Gasca  was  sitting  on  horseback,  surrounded  by  his 
captains.  Uoat  of  the  hitter  having  served,  and  built 
their  fortuntia  under  Gonzalo,  withdrew,  asliauied  to 
meet  the  gaxe  of  the  raau  they  bad  so  treoohurously 
betrayed. 

As  the  &llen  warrior  approached  the  president, 
he  made  a  respectful  obeisance,  which  the  latter 
only  acknowledged  by  a  cold  salute,  asking  abniptly, 
•'  Why  he  had  thrown  the  country  into  such  confusion, 
raising  the  banner  of  revolt,  killing  the  viceroy,  usurp- 
ing the  government,  and  obstinately  refusing  the 
ofli-i-s  of  grace  that  bad  been  made  to  him  1"  To  this 
Gionalo  answered,  that  the  viceroy  had  brought  his 
death  upon  himself  by  hia  own  misconduct;  that  ns  fur 
hia  usurpation,  aa  it  was  called,  he  had  been  freely 
elected  by  the  people  and  the  royal  audience,  adding, 
"  Besidea,  it  was  my  fauiily  wbo  conquered  the  country, 
and  as  their  representative  I  felt  1  had  u  right  tu  the 
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ill  among  the  soldieni,  dealing  blows  about  iritli  the 
flat  of  his  sword.  Ctirbajal,  on  seeing  thin,  resipectfully 
demanded  to  whom  he  waa  indebted  for  thia  courteous 
protection )  "  Do  you  not  know  me  f  I  am  Diego 
Centeno,"  was  the  reply. 

"  I  crave  your  pardon,"  replied  Carbajal,  Harcftstically 
alluding  to  seTeral  battles  in  which  he  had  defeated 
liini,  "  It  is  ea  long  since  I  have  seen  anything  but 
your  hack  that  I  had  forgotten  your  iaco  !" 

When  brought  before  the  president  the  old  noldier 
pnwrved  a  auUen  and  haughty  silence;  nay,  even  when 
the  Bishop  of  Cuico,  who  was  standing  by,  reproached 
him  with  having  klUed  hia  brother,  and  even  struck 
bini  in  th«  face,  lie  offered  no  resiBtonce  either  by 
tongue  or  actioa 

Gasca  having  thus  suppressed  a  mighty  insurrection, 
■with  but  little  bloodshed,  caused  the  pnsoners  to  be 
brought  to  triiil,  aud  condenmed  to  death.  Pimrro 
wan  to  be  beheaded,  bat  Carbajal,  the  most  aged,  the 
-wittiest,  the  bravest,  but  witbal.  the  cruellest  Spaniiud 
in  the  New  World,  was  sentenced  to  be  drawn  and 
quartered;  for,  as  he  bad  shown  nn  mercy  to  others,  the 
preaideut  would  ahow  none  to  him. 

Among  the  anecdotes  related  of  this  remarkable  raau 
are  the  following ;  — When  his  doom  was  communicated 
to  him,  he  aaid,  "They  can  but  kill  me."  When 
people  carao  to  gaui  u|uin  the  fierce  soldier  who  had 
made  hia  name  so  t«-rrihle  throughout  the  land,  and 
to  upbraid  him,  he  would  oonvereo  with  them  freely 
sod  Bveu  huiuorously.  One  cnvalier  of  rank,  whose 
life  he  had  Hjiared  when  in  his  power,  coming  to  see 
UW)  tgfrcMoA  Us  great  daura  to  aerre  biin.    *'  What 
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paniBlnnent,— when  a  priodpal  pei-sonagc,  Id  on  ini- 
portant  l/iwn,  persevered  in  uttering  the  t)oldest  and 
most  injurious  sayings  againgt  their  diief  und  com- 
mander, Pizarro.  He  koew  that  Pizarro  would  be 
sure  to  be  merciful,  m  whs  bis  wont,  and  therefore 
took  the  execution  upon  himselC  Bome  explauatioo 
of  this  kind  is  to  be  looke-d  for,  vhen  a  wise  and  witty 
roan,  who  hax  nearly  reached  the  end  of  life,  continue 
to  HlAin  his  BonI  by  acts  of  cruelty;  and  it  must  be 
owned  that,  in  times  of  faction,  cruelty  bus,  by  better 
men  than  Carbajal,  been  often  supposed  to  be  the  only 
BOnod  policy." 

Tho  last  hours  of  Qon^o  were  passed,  iu  company 
with  the  priest,  in  the  performance  of  religious  offices. 
When  brought  forth  to  execution  he  wore  a  superb 
cloak  (if  yellow  velvet,  embroidered  with  Rold,  and  a 
cap  of  the  same  materials.  He  was  escorted  by  a  great 
number  of  eccleeiastics  and  friars,  holding  the  cnici6x 
Wore  his  eyea,  while  he  carried  in  his  own  hand  an 
image  of  the  Tirgim 

Upon  the  scaffold  he  thus  addressed  the  Boldiem 
gathered  around, — "  There  are  many  amoug  you  who 
have  grown  rich  on  my  brothers'  bounty  and  my  own; 
yet,  of  all  my  riches,  nothing  remains  to  me  but  the 
gannents  I  now  wear;  and  even  these  are  not  mine, 
but  the  property  of  the  executiouer.  I  am  without 
means,  therefore,  to  purchase  a  mass  for  the  welRuv  of 
my  soul ;  and  I  implore  you,  by  the  remembrance  of 
INtsl  bcvefite,  to  extend  this  charity  to  me  when  I  am 
gone,  that  it  may  be  well  with  you  in  Uut  hour  uf 
death."  A  profound  silence^  reigned  nroiind,  brokea 
Hldy  by  sighs  and  groans.     The  re<iuest,  however, 
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AltoagroB  and  their  capiainfl,  three  of  the  brothers  of 
Pmrro,  and  the  twenty  yearn  incarceration  of  Hernandoi 
a  retributive  justice  iieenied  to  avenge  the  wrongs  of 
the  Peruviana.  It  ia  worthy  of  note  likewise,  that 
moat  of  the  captains  who  betrayed  Gonzalo  Pizarro 
came  to  their  end  either  by  the  hand  of  the  assoagin, 
upon  the  bloody  lield,  or  in  prison,  withiu  a  few  abort 
years  of  the  duatb  of  their  brtlliuDt  but  unfortunate 
gener&l. 
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